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I'll praise inthe valley, praise on the
mountain
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I'll praise when I'm sure, praise when I'm
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'Cause praise is the waters my enemies
drown in
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'Cause my praise is a weapon, it's more than
a sound
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Oh, my praise is the shout that brings
Jericho down
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Pralse the Lord oh my soul
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I'll praise 'cause You're sovereign
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Praise 'cause You reign
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Praise 'cause You rose and defeated the
grave
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I'll praise 'cause You're faithful
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Praise 'cause You’re true
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Praise 'cause there's nobody greater than
You



K R E 4 You Are Good

By [Israel and New Breed] by Israel Houghton and Eddie Ramirez
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Today we are continuing with our Garden series. One of the things we have been talking about
here at B4 quite often is the idea of a garden. A garden where good things grow. We’ve seen a
picture of B4 church and CV as being the garden where God has been creating new and beautiful
life. He is constantly watering, feeding the garden of this church and the garden of our soul. He
is the best gardener I know. One of the greatest thing about this garden is that not only has He
been working and protecting this garden BUT He has made us co-labors or participants of the
work for this garden. 1 Corinthians 3:9 says — For we are co-workers in Gods service; you are
God’s field, God’s building. Everything that God has ever created, He has made us partners of
the work of the creation.
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God is not a God who likes to keep everything for Himself. On the contrary. Everything that He
has ever created, He has shared. And because He has shared creation, the garden, we have a
responsibility to be faithful to the work that God has entrusted us with.
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How do I know this? Well let’s go back to the beginning of all things. Open up your Bible in
Genesis chapter 2:8-9,15 — CONTEXT — Genesis begins with God resting and blessing
everything He had created. Later on, in this chapter, it tells us about the creation of Adam and
Eve before the fall. Chapter 2 shows us the picture of humanity in their ideal state. So let’s begin
to read: ® Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east, and there he placed the man
he had made. ° The Lord God made all sorts of trees grow up from the ground trees that were
beautiful and that produced delicious fruit. In the middle of the garden he placed the tree of life
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. verse 15, ¥ The Lord God placed the man in the
Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. Other translations say to work it and take care of it.
The Lord planted the garden. The man didn’t do it, God did. Before Adam lived in the garden he
was created out of the garden. Once the garden was planted, Genesis says He placed the man in
the garden. Once He placed him in the garden, He placed him there for two reasons: for tending
it, or translations say to dress it or work at it, and to take care of it or watch over it. Adam had
some responsibilities to do.
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I was talking to a guy the other day and he was complaining about his job and how much work

he had to do. He said this to me, “the only reason I have to work in life is because Adam and Eve
messed it all up. If it weren’t for them then I wouldn’t have to work a day in my life.”” WRONG!
From the very beginning even before the fall, God created the garden for Adam to work at it and
to keep it. It wasn’t for Adam to complain but to enjoy it. 5 — KFEF—E APIK, e
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Actually, the word Eden in Hebrew means pleasure or delight. The garden God created for man
to work it and keep it was for his enjoyment, for his delight. Verse 9 says that everything that
God made in this garden was beautiful, every fruit in it was delicious. God was giving Adam the
best for his enjoyment.
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Whenever God gives us something, He gives the best so that we can delight in him. God gave
Adam work as a blessing. God was giving Adam the provision he needed and the opportunity to
admire the creator. But even nature in its primitive state was going to need some tending, some
working, some watching.
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God gave Adam the best in the garden so the only thing Adam needed to do was to be faithful
with that gift. How was he going to be faithful? By tending to it and watching over it. Let me
explain these two words in more detail so we can understand the responsibility Adam had back
then, and the responsibility you and I have right now. From the very beginning, God placed
Adam so that he could be faithful in the work God had given to him. We need to understand that
Faithfulness will bring fruitfulness. The more faithful Adam was to tend to the garden, the more
fruits he was going to be able to enjoy. Lets see what these words mean and how they play out in
our faithfulness to the garden God has given us:
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1. Tend it. The original word in Hebrew for Tend means to “pay attention to” “to serve it” “to
labor for it” It also means “to cultivate.” Meaning to “put through a finishing process” “to foster
the growth of” When God placed Adam in the Garden in Genesis 2, he had to pay attention to
what God had created. Adam needed to serve, to cultivate, to foster the growth of every plant of
every tree, he needed to cut, trim, water, he was responsible for keeping God’s gift alive and
growing and giving fruit. This fruit was not only for him to enjoy but for all of his generations.
Whenever God gives us something good, it is not only for you to enjoy but for others to enjoy it
as well. That was Adam's first responsibility. And then it says that Adam needed to:Tend
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2. Watch over it or to keep it. The Hebrew meaning for keep it means to “guard it” “to preserve
it” “to be faithful to” “to maintain” “to labor of it” “to guard it” Adam also was responsible to
protect, to maintain the garden God had given him. To protect the garden from anything that
might have harmed the garden. ¥4 B E SR E, AR MRE | EER BT E ] RAFE
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This beautiful garden that God had created was going to be subject to natural law and would
probably over grow or would die. The garden was going to need maintenance, was going to need
protecting, dressing, was going to need some love. Perhaps Adam invented talking to the plants
for plants to grow © Adam was becoming the manager, the foreman of God’s blessing.
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From the beginning of creation, God created us to be faithful stewards of every gift he has ever
given to us. James 1:17 says that every good and perfect gift comes from above... Everything
you and I have, is a good and perfect gift from God. Your marriage is from God. Your kids, a gift
from God. The house/apartment you live in is definitely from God. Psalm 24:1 says - The earth
is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him. Everything you
and I have, own, family, jobs, church, wealth, everything belongs to God. And everything we
have been given, for much or for little, we are responsible for watching over it and keeping it.
MRS AR, B gbald T HAM, REHAM R 5 A O fg— e ) B K, A
1:17 BEhREZWRE, MAKSMMWEL, MR LHEA, /R
62 AR T A Y, AR 2 A o g, R R BB A 2 R IRTIRETHEA Y
—4), #RAE LATHIELF, TR, IREVESIEZ R B BT, IRAVEL T, & LRrfany
T, IRERI B/ E AR BHE A B i, FR 24:1 it — HioFn H b it s 40 Ja I R 2,
TR BT AR NE A . IRERBEA ) —Y), BEA R, K, T, 208, ME, 1)
R Lt TAMpTARRIRg —b), a5, HAMEA ELEE WIRFE,

The key word for tending and watching over is faithfulness. Faithfulness is the fertilizer for good
things to grow. Whatever you are unfaithful to, you will lose. If you are unfaithful to your
marriage you will most likely lose it. If you are unfaithful to your job, you will probably be fired.
If you are unfaithful to the way you manage your money, it’s gone. When Adam and Eve were
unfaithful to God, they lost their innocence, they lost the personal connection with God’s
presence, they lost being in the place where they were supposed to delight and enjoy.

Whenever we take our eyes from what God has given us, there is a possibility that we may lose
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A couple of weeks ago, my wife and I began to do some cleaning and weeding in our backyard.
By the way, every person who has stood up here to speak about weeding and cleaning their
backyards have pretty much said they disliked it. I am not an exception. When we bought our
house, the guy we bought from was a gardener so one of the things we fell in love with was the
backyard. He told me what I needed to do. How often I needed to do it. The first month was
great. I loved doing it. I enjoyed doing it. However, as weeks went by, months went by, I began
to take my eyes from the literal beautiful garden God have given me. Weeds began to grow,
shrubs grew out of control. Some trees began to die. All of a sudden, grass began to grow in
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This beautiful and gorgeous backyard that once I enjoyed and loved, now it was overgrown,
dead, and ugly. And I remembered the words of my wife saying to me: This happened because
we didn’t take care of it. In order words, this happened because something else got my attention,
I got distracted, perhaps I got lazy. I was unfaithful to the commitment I made that [ was
supposed to keep this beautiful backyard alive and well. And now, I had to remove all of the
dead trees, all of the weeds I had to kill, it’s taken us months to begin to rebuilt the beautiful
garden once we had. I hated every moment of it. 225X, FEAERBIAYH T BlAG & HEA, 58
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Why did I hate it? Because I was unfaithful to my task. Because something else caught my
attention. 2 TEFLFIRE 2 KA A BRI T, KGRI HEE I TR,

Towards the end of chapter 2 of Genesis, we also see that God created Eve. Eve was supposed to
be Adam’s helper. This meant she also was responsible for helping Adam care for the garden. It
was supposed to be a team effort. They were both designed to be faithful to the gift God had
given them. But something happened. fEAITHFLEE AR B, FAMERIALE TEE, B
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They both began to take their eyes off their vocation, off their task. ftMEFEA A B YE/EH &
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When we continue to read Genesis chapter 3, we learn about the fall of man and how it came
about. God had already given Adam his duties, what he needed to do and how he needed to do it.
He was supposed to enjoy Gods creation, enjoy his wife, work on the garden, name the animals,
he had given power to rule over creation. All he needed to do was to be faithful to his calling, to
his task, to his vocation. & FAMHEIERE AR IF I, FAMe T ERVEE DL &R
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However, something else caught his attention. Taking care of the garden wasn’t enough. Being
created in the image of God wasn’t enough. Genesis 3:6-7 - ® The woman was convinced. She
saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would
give her. (having the gift of life, living in purity, living in a place of delight, having His presence
daily wasn’t enough. They wanted to have more wisdom and be more like God.). So she took
some of the fruit and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it,
too. 7 At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness.
So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves. Go to verse 23, So the Lord God
banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from
which he had been made S8, 32A — {55 E T LAY E, MBHERE A S 3R Eira) e
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Adam went from being placed in a garden of delight, of pleasure, of enjoyment, to a place of
desolation. Now he wasn’t placed to do the work of enjoyment, now he was sent out to do the
work with sadness. Now the work he had to do came with pain, with sorrow, with sweat, with
anger, now God had banished him from His glory simply because something else caught his
attention. Whatever you are unfaithful to, you will lose it. Adam lost the privilege to tend, to
watch over, to enjoy being in the garden. Faithfulness is the fertilizer for good things to grow.
Unfaithfulness is the recipe for sin, disaster. A5 &7 —{IE T =84, 8%, ZLEROTER, B8R T
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That’s why when Paul was speak to the churches in Galatia, this is what he asked of them:
Galatians 6:4 - Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a
job well done, and you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else. (pay attention to your
own work. Pay attention to the garden God has given you. Pay attention to the work of the
ministry. Pay attention to the work of your family. Be faithful, be consistent. Do this so you can
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Even though Adam and Eve were banished from the garden of Eden and the presence of God left
them, Jesus came to save and restored the dying garden of our souls. The beautiful thing is that I
don’t have to do it alone. The closer I get to Jesus, the more I learn about his faithfulness. He is
in this together with you and me. 2 Thessalonians 3:3 says - * But the Lord is faithful; he will
strengthen you and guard you from the evil one. The faithfulness of God will give you the
strength you need to continue to be faithful. His faithfulness will guard you from us taking our
eyes from our task given by God. 1 Corinthians 1:9 says - God will do this, for he is faithful to
do what he says, and he has invited you into partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Jesus wants to partner with us to tend the garden. To care for it. We don’t have to do it alone. His
faithfulness will continue to bear fruit in us. { & 85 & F1 82 7 28 5 a) ., b Y R TE HL
B T M, (BHRERACER RO ARAE T A B SRS E R, SRR SEIE I AV B SERiE
e, FRBAZTHRER, bl TARAEE, BRI —E R M, hhRE et 3:3
A-3H IR AR CE A, BEEE IR M, Ok o ORI BE I A, (B0 fE IR EE A
B o AHAOE S IR IR A AN El‘]‘]ﬂ‘i,mjﬂféiﬁ?)jﬁﬁ?ﬁaﬂ*i HUERS LR, TR Al
19 R —9 #0 A5 B 1, IR M IR & # Al Bt 44, AF BL A 52 7 — 3 M 89 3= BB ik S

B A A% oy, HRfRA SIS ERREACE, EREE, B0 B SeRGE g, Al
EI’J EEH%%%%T%WE’J:#&%%O

How are we tending, caring, watching, the garden God has placed us in? We need to pay
attention to it, we need to be faithful to it. I would like to end with this visual. (SHOW BOTH
PLANTS. ONE ALIVE AND ONE DEAD) &AM an{arfiaja, MUg, &5 Lo & B e FAM el i
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CONCLUSION i

This beautiful plant represents the beautiful gift of the garden God has entrusted us. This plant is
for us to enjoy, to delight ourselves, to feed from it. This plant is beautiful and full of life. This
plant represents the garden of our marriage, the garden of our kids, the garden of our finances,
the garden of our church. God gifted us all of these gardens so that we could tend them, so that
we can cultivate them, so that we could watch over them. Like Paul said, so that we could pay
attention to the work we are doing. We have a full responsibility to make sure this plant remains
alive. We have a responsibility that our marriages, that our kids, that our church thrives, and
grows. The way it will thrive and grow is when we tend to it and watch over it. BECAUSE IF
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(SHOW DEAD PLANT) the garden God entrusted us, it has the possibility to die. If we don’t
tend to it, if we don’t watch over it, then there is a possibility that our marriage wont make it. It
has a possibility that my kids wont grow up loving Jesus. If I don’t tend the garden of my church
then there is a possibility of me being resentful towards my church, to criticize my church. The
church my kids and my family are supposed to grow. (SH-RFE ERIAEY) b st fHa3kiM a(E
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How do we tend and watch over the garden God has placed us in:F /(" 20{n] BRI~ 77
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1. Family — Invest in your marriage. Take the marriage classes here at B4 or CV. Be more like
Jesus to your spouse. Bring your kids with you to church. Speak the Word of God to them.
Encourage them to be part of the student’s ministry life. 1. FJE — #&E/RIVEHA, £ B4 8 CV
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2. Finances — Invest in the kingdom of God. Last week CV had their biggest Sunday of all time.
This has happened because people like you have invested in the kingdom. CV exists because of
your generosity. Soccer camp, youth camps, kids camps, the life of the church, the way we reach
people out happens because you are sowing into this garden called B4 and CV 2. /% — & &
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3. Get involved — God has given every one of us spiritual gifts to the benefit of the church. B4
and CV are better with you in it. Participate. Don be a spectator be a participant. There is a QR
code where you can scan and see where you can get involved. Go to the info center and ask hey,
I am here because I want to tend, watch over the garden of B4. I know I can be part of this.

CV, you can go to the info booth and they will be able to help you. 3. ZXEil H H — IG5 TR F5:
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4. Get be Jesus — give him an opportunity to sow into your heart. He is ready to forgive us
whenever we have messed up with our garden. He is always ready to give us another opportunity
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Let us be faithful to garden God has placed us in. Because once we do it, then we are going to
see fruit and life. FEFAM L L BoE T RO AE R, K2 & FAMTE R, FiEFE A M
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