Topic: Dwelling in Night Seasons
Speaker: Bo Brady
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Thesis: God’s presence gives us strength to stand through the night seasons of life.

FTE HNEERTERMOE ERMENEREGPHER,
Intro: Psalms of ascent. f4}: L 1T 2 &,

Behold, bless the Lord,
All you servants of the Lord,
Who by night stand in the house of the Lord!
Lift up your hands in the sanctuary,
And bless the Lord.

The Lord who made heaven and earth
Bless you from Zion! (Psalm 134 NKJV)



ok, FELAHRAOEE !

BEFFILERRER D, BRAMFEAEAN,

EMEFEF, THRIRNE !

FEER A ERFNE R BEEMR ! (R 134 NKJV)

1. Behold, bless the Lord,
All you servants of the Lord,

1. 7€, TRUEERFNEE !
ERFNZERIE N,

| love the word ‘behold’ in the Bible. It's a neon arrow, pointing to something God really
wants us to see or know or experience. In this verse, the ‘behold’ means: NOTICE
THIS. And the reason we’re being told to notice this is because it would be easy to
miss. This one is pointing us to a different way of worship. ¥ ZZREELE I 7k 155 &
F, E—EATWEFE, ERAEERZERMED. MEHKEEMERAE, £EFHEXH,
FRINERR EIEE— B, BMBRENEIZE—HHNREREREAECRES BB, &5
FMEAT —EBARMNBFAR,

Priests were appointed for round-the-clock worship during these celebrations and the
psalmist is saying: Look at the ones who worship at night. Look at the graveyard shift.
They are giving it their all. They are standing in the sacred silence, lifting up their
praising hands and sacrificing to see God’s kingdom come. They are worshipping
before the sun comes up, before the birds wake up, before the world turns bright. They
worship in the dark. Look at them. Isn’t that beautiful? We are the priests now (Rev.
1:6) EELEIEBHRE, WEREMETEXIENTE FREER FEMLEERRM
FHAN. BREERREWRM A, I EE L DL, TRt RiZEEme
F. HAEERME RM LSS thPEREFE 2T, ERRER A, EHAEGN
BAZ BIETHE, tEREPHEF. EEHLM. EFRTEREZE ?MEMRERER
=] (B 1:6)

(Airport - Awake before the sun: doesn’t feel real. Feels like the whole world is upside
down. Nothing feels solid. Truth is, on our pilgrimage towards the presence of God, we
will travel through night seasons...we will be those who decide where to go with our
hearts and our hands when the day turns to night.
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We encounter: ZMi&Z:



1. Universal darkness: Cosmic battle. The whole world lies under the sway of
even. Powers, principalities, etc.
FHRARB FEZE, ZEHRBENRSY IR T 1, 2B%,

2. Situational darkness: Pawns of power. Evil men with evil plans. Pandemics.
Economic crises. Political unrest “wars and rumors of wars”.
RHREE #H2N, BMBEBIIEAN, RITHR. BT, BUAEIE 2SS R
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3. Personal darkness: Relational breakdowns, emotional unrest
B RS FRREH. Bz

4. Night that is just ‘not day’. It’s in the rhythm of nature. Day goes, night comes. It

doesn’t have to be bad, but it can be hard. Hang in there, friends! God is worthy
of worship, even at 3:a.m. Even when you can’t hear the birdssong. Even when
no one is watching or joining in. Even when yours is the only voice you hear.
Even when your arms are tired and your faith is dim...bless the Lord. Still, bless
the Lord when it’s night.
RHERITFREX]. EREEAMEIZD, BXRET, RRKT . EF—ERERE
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EMLREE. . ER. BENL, ERERHGEE ERENEA,

STAND = to stand, remain, endure, take one's stand 1a) (Qal) 1a1) to stand, take one's
stand, be in a standing attitude, stand forth, take a stand, present oneself, attend upon,
be or become servant of 1a2) to stand still, stop (moving or doing), cease 1a3) to tarry,
delay, remain, continue, abide, endure, persist, be steadfast

STAND = h3L. fR¥F. M. W6E3135 1a) (Qal) 1a1) BEIL. JRFEILIG. IRERUEILRERE ., uh
HEk, 168715, B rEC. RE, 28 /A. . WEAN1a2) WHERDY, F1k (BEISHITE),

FFlb1a3) $RIE, EIE, BT, #iE, EF, B, BiF BE

When things are dark, truly dark, it can be tempting to try to outrun it. Where can we go
to find the not-dark spaces? Places of safety, out of harm’s way. But the psalmist tells
us: Stand. Stand in the light you've received from the one who is light. Stand in His
goodness and beauty and strength. Stand in the identity of being loved by Him. Don’t
abandon your post. Stand. Pray. Be a city set on a hill. Be a light that people can turn
to for refuge. Dwell in light and people will see your light. Plant your roots deeply in
the presence of God and ask Him to continually fill you with good things. Ask Him to be
your light in the dark world and to fill you with light FOR a dark world.
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We possess the light because we are His. | see no mandate to throw flames into the
world around us. | see no fighting with darkness - in fact, it seems that the very
existence of light means that darkness doesn’t triumph. RS, RARKMRR,
BRBERINERAESERMAREMHFREAE, BB RRENEA—FF
L AHEELFERERETEER.

My job as a follower of Jesus is to allow His light to fill my heart and home, especially in
a dark season. My job is not to legislate the light or to criticize others for not being the
light or to point fingers at the dark houses. My job is to live as a warm light in a dark,
cold world. This is how | minister by night. By living in light.

SARFRMRES, BN TENRELHARGBRAONR, HSERBHEE, XTI
R B AHNALLE WFAZMFTMNATE A, - R EERENEF. BN ITERER
B, HAMHAPR A —ZEREN.., SRR EKEEBARK, EELEELF.

2. Lift up Your Hands Si£{Re0F

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary,
And bless the Lord.

The Lord who made heaven and earth
Bless you from Zion!

RIS EEFATEF, FGERFLE |
BEXRMAERFILE, MBRGIESIRA] !

Come bless the lord. This is the first step. The very first, very best step when we find
ourselves living in a world of thick darkness. Bless the Lord. That word bless in
Hebrew is soaked in the idea of humility. It means to kneel. To bow. And this is not just
literal, this is a position of the heart. The lifting of To let him take it, consume it, reduce
us back to the drawing board...back to His will alone. R#IEEE, :E2E—% ., EHM
ZHECATFE—EARRMEAR, SERITHE—F, SIEL. FEKEPH HRE —F
Fim THREMER, MERTHERE, BB, ETEERFEER, ERALMILE, 1IRF
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Here’s everything | dream of and hope for. It's yours. Here are my ideas. | think they’re
great. But they’re yours. Burn ‘em up. Make space in the darkness of my own heart for
Your light alone to come in. llluminate the places where | doubt Your love or your plan.
When darkness surrounds us, the first step is worship. Worship lets the light into our
own dwelling. It lights a candle and lets us see that He is still God and He is still good.
ERSHRERNAEN—U, M2, SLEEHNEE, RRAEMEE. BEMEB IR
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The priests ministered through the night for the whole nation. The wept, they
worshiped, they repented, they rejoiced for those who could not or would not. &R &]{1A
EEARERWIE, M58, thI1%FE, tmiliE, hMEMRLEREST RO LE
",

Two weeks ago at Shelter, Alisa led a song that said, “I sought the Lord and He heard,
and He answered,” and she made a huge offer. She said, “If you don’t have faith to sing
that tonght, | have faith...l will sing it for you. | will sing it over you.” Sometimes, we
stand in the middle of someone else’s night and lift our hands up to God for them.
(Jesus asked his disciples in his darkest moment: “Could you just stand with me for one
hour?” People stood with me in my darkness.). BRE#I, XFHEEFF2RWES LE
IBY —&3eh, MHEPEE I RE, thITHT, thEET, "#HiEHT - PEXRMREDN.
whin MR SEEFEOEBXEN, HEED..... . KEAMPME, HKBLARFT,” A
B2 AMRRE N I ERF R K, (BRERE R R Z R a7 5E
“UREEFNFE —Eib— /Dt 2" AEHOBFE R S HIEE—E, )

Story. Standing in the night - this page from my blog, dated 7/09/2015: #(Z%, LERE
- I EEEEMEER, BEI% 7/09/2015:

We had another long night last night and as | was laying in bed, | remembered a verse a friend
had sent me yesterday. | read it first thing in the morning and immediately melted into a
sleep-deprived puddle of tears and worship. I've never seen this verse from this angle before.
Last night | quoted it to myself a lot of times and the deeper meaning started to take root in my
heart. FEBREAIRER T — N KAMTM, BEMEKRLN, HEETHXARRSEKHN—
BEX, BRLE—HFEUIRE, AZMBEA T REHBKMBFZH, FKLBTMERM
RNTAEEIXTEN, MBREXNBECIATREE ERERMENFHRAERDLELL
R,

Here’s the verse: XEEARA X 2 :



“Behold, bless the Lord, all servants of the Lord, who serve by night in the house of the Lord!
Lift up your hands to the sanctuary, and bless the Lord,
May the Lord bless you from Zion, He who made heaven and earth.” Ps. 134

“ ok, TBIRERFIE | RREMGIIAEIMERD, RMEMEA, EREMEF, BIRERME !
FEER R ERFIEE (8RR BTRAR IR S5 134

And here’s my paraphrase, written for all new moms and ALS wives and exhausted caregivers
and parents of teenagers and everyone who has ever worked the night shift X =HK2E B
LAMAEFBEEM. BIREENFFELRANEFM. EENEEM. ELEMRXBLUKRR
FEZ2EIRMEAAN

Look at them! Do you see the ones who serve the Lord when everything is dark?

FiuA] ! REINLEERBEPEETIHATEG?
They rock babies to the sound of the stars. ffIiEEZEENFEERZEIL,

They tend to broken hearts and bodies by the light of the moon. #{1#% A X THRE
LD RN SARBERERIN

They answer their phones at 2 a.m., knowing the fact that its ringing means their
sleeping is probably done. i1 17E£8 2 miEEHFE, LMEMER FMERE KA b
HIBEER EFEHER T .

They pray on their beds for the children they used to hold through the night but
can no longer reach. 17K LN SRBEIEENRBRREMNB O I EMEZOZFIIH
o

Giving up comfort, their sacrifice becomes a sanctuary; the place where God
shows up. INFEZRE, t1e04EMER B3R, MI A,

Now, weary one, turn your affection toward the Lord. Lift your too-full hands to
Him and He will bless you back. He will pick you up and hold you as you hold the
pieces of your world together. The God who made heaven and earth sees your
offering and He will surely bless you. I7E, IREHA, FHRMEZERRAE, FREFIC
BERFHR 4, PER, JRGHENERBRE RN, fIgEMRFIIaMm,
BIER M F BRAIER, th—EXHIEMR,

Psalm 134 i 134



Response: Where are you? 3 a.m.? Broad daylight? What'’s the condition of the light in
your life today? [EIfE:{REME? ZRI[K? BERAKMBAEZR? SXEMREGTP
AR S IE R 40 el 2



