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RAREEF R Lead me to the solid rock
Listen to my cry, Lord FEERAEHE THER
BERERKMEE | will not be shaken, nor be afraid
And now hear my earnest prayer
HEEEMAB Z R HERBES
From here to the end of the earth Take me to higher ground
KESK RFER RIGES FREZS
| will seek and follow You To higher ground by Your side
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F IRERHERE Lord, You are my salvation
Lord, You are my strong shield Ko E BMAhE ZH—Y
HEEFAT FEAILE You're my glory, You are my strength, my
My shelter, my strong fortress allin all
REHFRBERN
I'll ride on the wings of the dawn BIREIRAEET
RFHRF FRET Hide me in Your shadow of wings
To go with the whirlwinds with You EERAIES

| will rest in Your arms
HEREES ERRETT BB
Take me to higher ground I'll walk with You and soar with You
RiGER FRSE EEEE HERRA
To higher ground by Your side I'll dream with You, I'll soar with You
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Message 8

Last week, in preparation for Easter, we looked at the the first verses of the gospel of
John and talked about how John painted a picture of wonder over the person and
purpose of Jesus in our world. He is love writ large across the stage of human history.
Now, as we make our way into holy week, we’re going to move deeper into John’s
gospel - let’s keep our eyes peeled for all the ways John wants us to understand the life



of His friend, Jesus. Let’s also listen for the questions John will pose to us within the
text - questions about our own lives, our own purpose and the condition of our hearts.
We're headed to John 12, but | want to take a little detour first and look at an interesting
trail through the book of John:
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John 2:4 Jesus’ mom, Mary, says “they’ve run out of wine.” And Jesus answers her:
HEET 24 BEFRMBHRERER  “hMeEERLRAT T, ” BRREI it

Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
John 2:4 MHEEZ22:4 MK R, “BH EX/EHEAN), HRMBEEHE FT2H B
FFiIxE2FH.”

John 7:30 Jesus teaches in the temple courts and makes a lot of people really mad. It
says this:

HEEE 7:30 MR EEREHEAN, SEHFLZAERER, BEERM:

At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour
had not yet come. John 7:30 B EE730tt M B EREMMK. I 2R FH A
TF RAMBEIEREZEA I,

John 8:20 “You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me,
you would know my Father also.” He spoke these words while teaching in the
temple courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him,
because his hour had not yet come. John 8:20 #1125 8: 19-20
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These verses help us understand that what’'s happening on these pages is entirely
intentional. God is never NOT in control of the circumstances of His son’s trip to and
through humanity. So, the events we’re about to read about in a moment - were always
inside His plan. Since the moment humanity fell and needed rescue. From the moment
Eve chose badly...from the moment the children of Israel turned away to other gods...
from the moment Moses hit the rock instead of speaking to it... from the moment
Samson sold his secrets to Delilah...from the moment Israel asked for a king to rescue



them...from the moment David saw Bathsheba from the moment God’s people fell into
captivity to the Babylonians...and the Persians...and the Greeks...and the
Romans....God has always had a plan. The stage has been set for their redemption, for
ourrescue. And | believe God the Father is letting Jesus, His son, in it real time as we
watch him walk through this world-changing week.

So, let’s jump into our actual text and see what John and Jesus want to say to us:
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Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom
Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha
served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary
took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet
and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. John 12:1-3 {1825 12:1-3
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Mary is demonstrating how much Jesus is worth to her. Everything. What isn’t
anywhere in this story? Any evidence that Jesus asked her for this. She just pours it
out. She wastes her savings on worship, on Jesus. Other gospels tell us she poured it
over his head as well. Not only is this an extravagant waste of perfume - it's TOO
MUCH. ( sitting in a restaurant one booth away from someone wearing too much
perfume and | had to leave. | couldn’t taste my food. This would’ve been an
overwhelming fragrance and it would have lasted a long time.)
EMERAZABRREMELSEE, She—U), SERSFERANHE?RARMEZERET
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But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, “Why
wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s
wages.” He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a
thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
John 12:4-6 {8185 12:4-6
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He wanted it for himself. He’s a weird worship thief. There are lots of them out there for me.
Sometimes they’re actual people who think the visible worship of an invisible God looks
absurd. More often, they're less obvious. Fear is a worship thief - “I can’t afford to give
this.” Doubt is a worship thief, “I'm not sure God has earned this.” Busy is a worship thief,
“| don’t have time to waste on this.” i 2B 2B E, hISEFRMBIFMMEEE ., BHHKR,
BARZERMEA (RFNMEBE). A, hfIREEMA, RAHETRMMIMET RKFE
EREKERZ. BLHE EMAARE, i, BRER—ERFNM—HEATEERE, " &
BREWFER/IME, “KTHEER LHESH, " ILRSEMFN/IME, “HERHREEELR,”

“Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this
perfume for the day of my burial. You will always have the poor among you, but
you will not always have me.” John 12:7-8 ##it2=12:7-8

1227 8RR, ‘"R M ARZTEZBEFEM,
NRBFAHEAEANMMMRAE R2RMAEER.”

Now...we see the events beginning to ramp up. (“Leave her alone " - Jesus uses the
word here that means “go away” or “you’re dismissed”.) This pouring out of the perfume,
turns out, was not just a desire of Mary’s heart...Jesus says it was “intended.” Intended
= purposed with an end in mind. From the very beginning, it was always intended that
Mary would pick up this jar of oil and anoint her living Lord for His death. Not just that
she would, but that it would be a ridiculous amount. And she doesn’t grab a towel, she
uses her hair. It's an act of such deep humility and submission. She doesn’t know it's
for his death. All the events of holy week seem to be set in motion by this one personal,
intimate act of worship. This act is going to be contrasted by another in just a minute -
and that one is loud and chaotic and visually stunning - but this particular moment, this
act of holy sacrifice, of wasting everything on the absolute belief that Jesus is who He
says he is, of stooping low and offering everything from this place of reverence and
humility ...is breathtaking. It makes me wonder: Where does my worship lead? Is there
something within our worship that is breaking strongholds or accomplishing a purpose
that we cannot see? (Also, | really love the idea of facing the worship thieves in my life



with a simple: “You're dismissed.”) I7...... M B EIEHRAMME], (THIE it 1—BRER
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Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came,
not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the
dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of
him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in him.

The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus
was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and went out to meet him,
shouting,

“Hosanna!”

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel!”

Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:

“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt.” John 12:9-15
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Great crowd = Passover. This is the time when all the Jews and lots of others pile into
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover (explain). During this one week Jerusalem swelled
from 40,000 people to 240,000. It was crazy and chaotic and it made the Romans
nervous...that many people together in one place could get ideas of independence and
start to fight back. They filled the city with soldiers and Pilate - who ruled Jerusalem by
proxy for the empire - rode in ceremoniously with thousands of soldiers and horns
blaring and banners waving. — K& A=iiitsti, EFFMTABAANFETZ Hith B AR
A BIUREET M FRE (BE—T), B8 —ER, BBEEUAHADORE 4 BEABME| 24 &
Ao ERERMERRAN, EERFARINERE.. . HEAREE—EMAFREEELRI
ARG R E, MMAERERRT TE KRis—tmARFEFGIBBRET—~E
BTATEMNTRTREEMBREEA, RARE, EBIES.

Jesus, however...donkey. Palm branches. (Psalm 118) “Hosanna!” Means “Save us!
Rescue us!” This is also worship, even if it seems very needy. Worship tells us who
God is and it also helps us clearly understand who we are. We are those who need
Him. We are hopeless and helpless without Him. | only say “Rescue me!” To someone
| think can. | only say “Rescue me!” When | know | cannot possibly rescue myself. &
MmERER.. BEF. #RMEHR. (G¥R 118)“FNHIR ! EEZ#EM | #HEMmE 7 Eth
E—HEEE EEFERERELMEY), WHESHBEMMEH LENRMEEM T ERM
2., BMEMEFTERMA, 2FAM BMUN=ERE. B8, ZEREHNLEERAF
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This parade - as strange and humble as it may seem - is another domino. It's another
event that keeps adding pieces to the puzzle about who Jesus is. Zechariah said the
Messiah would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey. John says: Here’s your proof. But also,
he’s quick to add that he and his friends did not get it...3& 158217 BEFERTEX
B—ARR—REM., ERFEFH TEHANMKSHMRELRAESHBER,
{0 F 2R 2R TR AR S BRERE A BREREUS . 0EER  ERIRMEE. ME, tERMF R, it
MittAIAR R M2 HEAR. ..

At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified
did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these
things had been done to him.

Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and
raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people, because
they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the
Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the
whole world has gone after him!” John 12: 16-19
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In the moment, all of this must have seemed exciting and wonderful to the disciples.
Finally, the whole world is seeing what they see. The whole world is starting to believe
that Jesus is who they’ve found him to be and that means His rule and reign over Israel
must be right around the corner, yes? But Jesus knows better. IttEFILEZ, 3& — NP4
fRB—EZTABRENTU, RE SHABEITHMMAEIN. SHEFEREFIRE
ERFSMPIRRRMOBEN, EERZSHRELBINMEENMH A —EIEATIRF HIF?
{EERERAE SRR,

Jesus sees what’s happening, he hears the cries of worship, he feels the breeze
from the palm branches as they wave...but less than 24 hours later, he would also still
be able to smell the fragrance of the perfume that was poured out over him. He has a
constant reminder that he has been anointed for death and in a few days, many in this
crowd will go from crown him to kill him. ERREZ| T IETE R AERBIE, thEER| T HFRIME
B ERZE T RERE R BURAMMAE. ... (BESTN24/N 2 %, thihiREe SR BB
fth & ERIFKHIKE, MFEHIREEC, MMEREHRERE, #XE, EFATRHHFZA
MEEMEith A E RIS Rimfth,

He knows that we are fickle and finicky and frail. He knows that sometimes our worship
sticks with us and sometimes it doesn’t...but it always sticks with him . He goes into
holy week, anointed for the job...anointed by worship and sacrifice and the love of those
who know how good He is. At this same time, good Jews would be choosing the lamb to
sacrifice on Passover - and Jesus rides into their midst not as triumphant ruler, but as
the voluntary lamb that would be slain for us all. #i&EFFIELE. BT, M55, HEANEH
REMAMBFSHEBEERM AHATE. . ERUFRERLESE. thEAEE AEHE
ITHEMRZE.... . B@ERE. BHURBLMEME ZREMNANBREKM, REF, BN
HBERAEEEEREHMENERF—IRT2EAIENTREE MEEABEAR
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Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the
festival. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request.
“Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew
and Philip in turn told Jesus.

HBEE1220 R LARBHEFHWAPR FEEFIE A,
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The disciples are finally the cool kids with the backstage VIP passes. Even the
Greeks want to meet their guy! So they come to Jesus - Hey, people are asking for you!
| think they might want to believe in you! I just can’t get over the difference in how this
moment plays out for the disciples and how it plays out for Jesus. FA{EMRR R AR
®E VIP BITEMAMEMAT., EFEALERRMAIEESE | A LUt R 2 BRER E Al
—R, AR ! BB REBAEER | REBEEZRE R PIERR N ERER
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Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very
truly | tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains
only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. John 12
HBRE1223 R, “AFREEMNRIERE T,
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. ERET RBEHHFZFHIEK,”

When they ask him about meeting the Greeks, Jesus says, “The hour has come.”

SRt ARFERSEASEIER, BRERR FHREIT.”

Remember the wedding and the wine? The hour has not come. The hour has not
come. The hour has not come. iZERFIBEFAIER ? FHEEZEIR, FHEREZEIR, B
&= = EI2K,

And now. With everything up and to the right. With the smell of worship on his skin:
The hour has come. IR, —UIEEA T BRI T LEEFLEZ, EIKRE EFERFFHIRK:
FHZEIT .

The last domino is about to fall. The disciples may think that means the hour has
come to assume his place on the actual throne, but he gives them a clue: Unless a
seed falls and dies...it cannot bear fruit. Next week, on Easter Sunday, we’re going to
pick up at exactly that verse. The seed that fell and died, so that we could live. We’'ll
look at the garden He is growing and our place inside it. fx#&— B AR T, PR
T ERE A E R E b T £ EAIREFZI EAERIZR, Efthda T M — B3R  BRIFFEFi=%
HFERE.... FREEEFEHEE. T8 BEIEER, RMGEERHBENEX, &EF
ERNET, UMEHMEALET, BMKNEFHEEEEMIERUREMEELPHLE.

But for today, we worship. We pour out our praise on Him, to Him, for the beauty of
His gift to us. The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified...here in this room,
for the gift that the gave and the price that he paid. For the things we know about Him
and the things we don’t. For the beauty that He is and the beauty that He does. B4 X
CHFEFE. BMREeEDESE, BREtERMAMEITRY. AFERENRLIERRT
...... M EEEME AZEMAETHEYAMATHKE. AT HMEWLRTHNTR
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