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Garden review. We are His garden, the seed that He plants into the world that He loves.
ERETEE, LBEBZMERE TEERI ., ZMRMEREE, ShEEMATZMHEROETF,

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. And the LORD God
planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had
formed. Genesis 2:7-8
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Dust (apar) = dry earth, dust, powder, ashes, earth, ground, mortar, rubbish.
JREE (apar)=8z L. JREE. ¥R, [KJE. JEL. . #DIR. Bk,

Breath(neshamah) - Breath of God. The animating, activating power of God that turns
dust into life.

R (neshamah) — LFHRE., LFEFTEGRHWH=E, FEBRERAER,

In this creation story, he includes the humbling reality that we are made of dust.
(Couldn’t have have used something better? Loftier? Prettier? Couldn’t we be made of
clouds or ocean waves or mountain snow?). It feels to me like a divine reminder to
remember: Dust. We come from the foundations. We are a small part of the big story,
but then...into our dusty frames He breathes His own breath and stamps His own image
(Gen 1:27). We are dust - that's humbling. WE are a beautiful, mysterious combination
of the dust of the earth and the breath of God. That gives us humility but also
significance. Humanity is set up for endless success and abundance.
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Isaiah prophesied it:
LIERTEES

AThe Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives

and release from darkness for the prisoners, a
2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,

to comfort all who mourn,

3and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,

the oil of joy

instead of mourning,

and a garment of praise

instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,

a planting of the Lord

for the display of his splendor. Isaiah 61:1-3
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1S 5KE, UEDRE 61:1-3

The Spirit (Ru-ah = BREATH) of the Lord has anointed me...has anointed me to bring
beauty where once was ashes (same word = DUST) , to become something more,
something anointed, something dynamic and life-giving to bring healing to my broken
world... to become a garden that flourishes against all the odds. FE#ZE (Ru-ah =g &)
EfRERTH.. BHRTH BRUTEMKE(FA—EF=-EL) hFHERE EaEEE
, REHRW, RWENDMB T EGHN, RAEATEEAHA. . A —ERR—UIEREEM
ERRERMEE,

For as the soil makes the sprout come up

and a garden causes seeds to grow,

so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness

and praise spring up before all nations. Isaiah 61: 11
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Here we see prophesied the breath of God into our dust, creating beauty, splendor,
dancing, flourishing. 7£58%#, ZMBINFEEDPLFHRE2EARKMMER, BEXEE. 1#
12, BT,

Fast forward eight centuries. Jesus spends time in the wilderness, being tempted by
Satan.  Not theology here, just something very visual and evocative to me: The
children of Israel are led to the wilderness for 40 years of wandering. Jesus is led to the
wilderness by the Holy Spirit for 40 days of testing. In the east, this wilderness is a
desert. It's miles and miles of dust. In my mind, being stuck in a desert represents
aching loneliness, searing heat and endless longing...it's dust with no breath. (Winter
with no Christmas. Dust minus breath = death, despair. Dust + Breath = John 10:10,
life, life, more life.) {RE/\EtHID, BBERTEIEEE @ T — R, LIENRIR, EEF
M2, AR -LHBRAIIFEEHNT ARKMERA : LB ABFIEEER 40
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That's where Jesus finds Himself (and he’s also been fasting for forty days - further
denying the needs of the dusty side of his humanity)...led by the Holy Spirit, the Holy
Breath, to face down sin. (Satan works hard to create all kinds of diversions for him - out
in the dust. It's all there is to do out there. Create a counterfeit sense of life - fill your
own hunger, fill up on earthly power, possession, success, defend your God at the
expense of obedience - the test Eve failed, Jesus conquered) And look at the condition
in which he returns. EEMABEECHS (Mt ZEBTHR+X—E—SHRETE
B)AEREIRIGH—@) . £EE, ERWTEET, BHERE, BEZHAMBIESRE
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And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit... Luke 4:14
BNt E4:14-17 14BRERTMA EERIEE S, BIZIMFIF]---

Jesus returns full of the breath (pneuma - wind, breath, spirit) of God. And he goes to
the temple where they hand him a scroll and he reads it: BREREIZRE FEim T #HI R R (
pneuma- &, R, F), REMETEE, FARK—BEE, tBiTH, KB —EFER

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,

because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,

to set the oppressed free,

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Luke 4:18-19
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He calls back those beautiful, dust-to-dancing words of Isaiah and then concludes his

sermon: {hEITEREIEFEEIPLEERERN ., FENE T AVGEE, ARERMMGEE:

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began by saying to
them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Luke 4:20-21
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http://biblehub.com/luke/4-18.htm
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Jesus says, “I am the fulfillment of this word...” He’s not just the fulfillment of the
prophetic words of Isaiah, He is the fulfilment of the longing in every one of us. The
longing for life and flourishing and an existence that is truly, totally, emphatically alive
and free. He comes to speak this kind of life into the seed and soil of our soul. BRERER :
MEIEER T EHGE. . MM TEESE TUEDRMTES, hERTHEMABEARNDWEE, HE
MAERNARE, URHELE, T2 RIIMNIENEENETENEE., fREEILERMN
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Jesus steps into the endless aching frustration of life-as-dust. The monotony. The
boredom. The loneliness. He holds firmly to the breath of life and emerges triumphant -
and carrying enough breath and life for all of us. Look at his conversation with
Nicodemus: BRAS AE LA aERHEE Kz T, B, B, U5, R
AR, WEFIERE—IARMMEATRT RHWRENES, EEMEES
[ERFRIEES

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.
2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher who
has come from God. For no one could perform the signs You are doing if God
were not with him.”

Jesus replied, “Truly, truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
he is born again.”“How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked.
“Can he enter his mother’s womb a second time to be born?”Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of
water and the Spirit. Flesh is born of flesh, but spirit is born of the Spirit. Do not
be amazed that | said, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes.
You hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it is going.
So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” John 3:3-8
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| love this conversation so much because it wakes something up inside of me. Dust is
dust. We all have it. We're all made of it and we need it’s reliability. But SPIRIT...spirit
is wild and unpredictable...it's movement and healing and creativity and joy and LIFE.
Like a meadow full of wildflowers or a bank filled with raspberries - beauty grows WILD
and free and that kind of life sounds better than anything | could try to recreate in a
desert of my own making. HIEEESHERMNEE RATHE THRRNOMELRRA, ELx
MEEL, HMEHE. RMASHEEAN, RMAFTEENASELE. B, E2RFE
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Again Jesus said to them, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, so also
I am sending you.” 22When He had said this, He breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. John 20:21-22

8 E F 20:21-22
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The breath of the risen Jesus, transfers the promise of the Holy Spirit to the disciples.
New life. New hope. New purpose in our old dust. E;EHIEERME R, FESHENE
EAEFITE, FRES, AL, RMEERTMIFH BN,

(KEYS BACK UP HERE) ($# & 4$£[0]15)
Dust + Breath: ELX+®R 2 = &£

1. Displays His goodness to the world B RIAEHRMM B E
2. Grows into sturdy gardens that bear good fruit - unshaken by disaster k& & E
RITEE - FHREHED

Whenever | read about the garden, it sounds magical to me. Fruit and flowers and
animals and probably really good weather. No sin. No shame. No fear. No heartache.
BEHEIEHRTEEMNAEER, ZHERFERMT. KR, EXNEY, HiFEFIFELT
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But bigger than all of that, is that the garden is where the presence of God is rich and
true and beautiful. It's where He walks with His creation in the cool of the day. Where
His imprint on their lives is crystal clear. {BLLiE—VIREEME, TERLFEE. EE
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This imprint creates something different than a friendship and something different than a
servant/master relationship - it creates a partnership. The Creator of all things, invites
His creation to step into the work with Him. To pick up a shovel, to cultivate soil, to plant
some seeds, to build and name and create alongside Him. EFZFNEERIE T ARMN KE
MENEANBEFRHERE—ERIE T — BB AR, BYMNEIESEHFE NS
— I, EkEfET, MiETE BT —LEF Hith—ERE, fEfaE,

RESPONSE: What is most alive in you today? How close do you feel to the breath of
God? Where are you cultivating? What needs to go and what needs to grow? [EIf&: 5
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Maybe: (—{&:EE)

1The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.

Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom;

it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,

the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;

they will see the glory of the Lord,

the splendor of our God.

3Strengthen the feeble hands,
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steady the knees that give way;

4say to those with fearful hearts,

“Be strong, do not fear;

your God will come,

he will come with vengeance;

with divine retribution

he will come to save you.”

5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened

and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

6Then will the lame leap like a deer,

and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Water will gush forth in the wilderness

and streams in the desert.

ZThe burning sand will become a pool,

the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

In the haunts where jackals once lay,

grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

8And a highway will be there;

it will be called the Way of Holiness;

it will be for those who walk on that Way. Isaiah 35
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