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Thesis: True worship is recognizing and responding to the presence
of God when we see it.
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Text: Luke 19:29-44
&3 B INtE S 19:29-44

The stories we read in the Bible have a place. Place is such an important thing. Where | go for
coffee when I’'m happy is different than where | go for coffee when I’'m sad. When | think of my city,
| think of the places in it. My story plays out in real, tangible places on top of a specific patch of
earth. That’s the story of Jesus as well. Today’s story happens in and around Jerusalem, and
specifically in the area of the Mt. of Olives. It’s a ridge of hills within spitting distance of the east
side of Jerusalem. It’s only about 2,000 feet high, but it’s still the high point of Jerusalem and forms
the back drop for the city. King David once ascended the Mt. of Olives while weeping, as he fled
the rebellion caused by his son, Absalom. Solomon built a high place for altar worship on that
mountain and Zechariah prophesied that the Messiah would stand there. Jesus made many visits
to the Mt of Olives - in fact, Luke 21 tells us when He was in Jerusalem He slept on the Mountain.
Mary and Martha and Lazarus’ house was situated on the eastern slope. In fact, Jesus visited the
Mount of Olives three times in the last week of His earthly life.1
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29As He approached Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, He sent out two of His
disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt
tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks, ‘Why are
you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.” 88 E 21: 29 s B Z EfMB K E, & —
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32 So those who were sent went out and found it just as Jesus had told them. 33As they
were untying the colt, its owners asked, “Why are you untying the colt?” 32T # B A X T
AT ERMEMMBEBARMWIBUMEBEDMOEER, TABABMR - BEHHE

B ?

34“The Lord needs it,” they answered. 35 Then they led the colt to Jesus, threw their cloaks
overit,and put Jesusonit. 34t MR . T EFAE BMMEEINENHKNE, EE S MK
lRExE LtE, LKEMGKE L,

36As He rode along, the people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 And as He approached
the descent from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of disciples began to praise God
joyfully in a loud voice for all the miracles they had seen: 36 £ BJ B &, M A £ X iR &8 7£
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38“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in
thehighest!” 383 F XA KXkMWIREEREM ' EXLENF EESZ2REAR
¥ o

The triumphal entry: Jesus is flipping the idea of royalty on its ear. Contrast His entrance with that of
a Roman leader and it's obvious what’s going on. (Review: Pilate’s procession) He’s not what
they’re used to worshiping. The entry is a major statement about God’s plan and the nature of His
kingdom - it's a message some are going to love and some will not. They’re waiting for a powerful
savior. Thisisn'tthat. ¥ AEH M ETEEZEAMBEENE S, FhEEHEE S EMEERE
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What do you do when Jesus doesn'’t look like you thought he would?
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Here we see Jesus begin to very intentionally direct the sequence of events that will lead to His
death. Image of Jesus on a colt recalls Zechariah 9:9 and several other regal entrances in history -
Jehu, Solomon - but the ride on a humble animal denotes not a Messiah of raw power, but of
humility and service. Jesus for the people. EEHME IR IEFE R BEMhIEEE —RINE
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If you’re waiting for palm branches in this story, you won't find them in the gospel of Luke. He



skips them entirely - possibly because the imagery is decidedly Jewish and quite complex.
Luke isn’t writing to the Jews and he’d have to do a lot of explaining to connect the dots for
an audience of Gentiles. Luke stays focused on the person of Jesus. (Shout out to upcoming
series) MR REESERFEEFFHROLEE, MRETEEBRMETEXIIESMH. thiBEEH
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As Jesus passes the Mt. of Olives, the disciples start to worship God for the miracles Jesus has
performed. Mount of Olives was the predicted location for the Messiah’s arrival in Zechariah
14:4-5 (600 BC, after the fall of Jerusalem) This is also where Jesus will soon be betrayed by
Judas. This location is weighty with meaning. Luke specifically mentions that the disciples start
the worship ruckus - they are the catalyst and the rest of the people follow. This helps us
understand how this crowd will be so easy to sway the other direction in just a few days. From
“Crown HIm” to Crucify Him!” They’re following the followers. They’re bandwagoning, they’re not
worshiping. (What do we do when the people we're following change direction?) 7£ BR ik & T 4
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The disciples are having a good day. Their guy is on top. So they go ahead and declare
Him king. This is what raises the eyebrows of the Pharisees. They tell Him to rebuke His
disciples, exclamation point. PAfEMIANRIBRIFEREHREE, MM ET UL, FRLMBFRE
MR E. ESIE TEMEAN R, & FIBEREMhFEE thrFIRE !

39 But some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples!”
HRINEE21:39 RAFBHILNEMTEANERERG, XF. TERBIER,

40 “l tell you,” He answered, “if they remain silent, the very stones will cry out.” Luke 19
IRNN4EE21:40 BRERE., FHEIFMA, ZE2MMNAORNR, XERLHEIFUFREE,

They’re essentially asking Jesus to reject the worshippers’ claim that He is the king. Jesus
tells them it's hopeless. If the humans are quiet, the rocks will shout. He is telling them that
truth is truth no matter who does or doesn’t get it and further telling them that they are less
perceptive than boulders. All creation knows Him. The heavens declare the glory of God
(Psalm 19)...and this one: fiffiE AR i 2 ZRIBEAFHLE LM FEZRBME T BRERE Rt
MERRER/EN., MEAFD, AEARETUY, thEFMMEERZEE FTEARETHA,
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Romans 8:22 ##EE 8:21-22

21 Creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. 521& Z ¥ {h 23 15 L it BT HIEEH] . [FE=MILZ BHIERE.

22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until
now EAfE—YIZEZ2Y. —EANEFE. EXWNS,

Then the story takes a hairpin turn. B8 E 7S84 T R,



This moment is very intense. The situation could not be more tragic. Jesus is standing at the
epicenter of the dissonance between the worshipers and the cynics, the shouters and the
shush’ers. He is face to face with just how hardhearted humanity has become and He alone
knows that they are missing the very rescue they're longing for. The rocks get it. The people
dont. EERZIFERER. FRTAIREEERT.. MREERFENRYEE, EHITENAHET
&AL, fih 1B H T ¥ AR R0 AT LU S AN L RIAE, BB A0 E M 888 T th A F E ARIHk
B, RER#NAEEAR, AAITEE,

It's messed up, and Jesus knows it and as He keeps moving towards Jerusalem, He can’t hold
in His sorrow anymore. “As He approaches the city”..that's now. He’s only a 1/2 mile or so out.
Can you imagine it? Jesus on a donkey, people shouting and screaming, calling Him King, as
tears roll down His face. As He looks in the eyes of the crowd, as He sees their children beside
them, as He longs for their redemption. SR T —[E¥E, BRERZIE, AMHEIE M AT, M7 HRERIEUS,
fth L AR th A 2R AT . TEMER R, BTEERHR, MR BERB1/2% ERERIE. MREEEERME 2 BB
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As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42and said, “If you, even
you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from
your eyes. 43The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment
against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. Luke 19:41-43
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Prophetic. It would happen forty years later. In fact, the catapults would be parked right there on
the Mt. of Olives, shooting over and into the city. H &AM, EREEN+ F2 R HE . FEL
, BESTRAFEEMIB L L, SRS R,

They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. Luke 19:44
BINEE 19:44 ZEHRRAREEM R X

This is an important statement. Jesus tells them the consequences of whatever it is they have
done will have generational impact. “Your children inside of you - the children who aren’t born
yet, the potential that hasn’'t been realized yet. Future dreams, future hopes. Shut up and
hemmed in beneath the rocks. Why? JER—EEZ#IEH, EREREG R, tMIRTEEI—80
EELAHEARNEZE, ‘MEAETMNZRFMA—RERREENRTFM BRBEROEH, X
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They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the

time of God’s coming to you.” Luke 19:44

BINEE 19:44 (RF ) RAE—RAEEAES—RAELE, HAMRSIENREBIRIE
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Another translation says: You didn’t recognize God’s moment when it came to you. 55—
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What are the common denominators of those who recognize and worship the real God?
Who perceive a holy moment? BLRZBINBHFEHMANERZHE? HREBE|—
B+ EE B Z ?

1. True worshippers position themselves to see Him. EFHHEEERECER .

2. True worshippers bring their whole hearts. Even the ugly stuff. It’s not hypocritical to
worship through your doubts. (Psalm 51) 2. EEMIHFE SO LE, BME2EMFEEREMN—E,
ERBWERFE, ETF2HBE. (FR 51

3. True worshippers are willing to part with bitterness and offense. It’s worship cyanide.
Fast fretting, feast on gratitude 3. EEEMHFEEFEHNESMEIL 7 8. EREFRLY/EIE
M. MiEN, UWRERARE,

(Ephesians 4.)30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. 31Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from
you, along with all malice. 32Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just
as God in Christ also has forgiven you. (LL3ERTE 4.30) 30 " a[E #MEZEE, BAMRMZ
THIBIENGE, FIRSEMBF. 31 —UIT %l G, BR. BR. &E, ER—-VES, HEER
R ERRIE, 32 ZEEMEKRE, HREMD, MEER MEREEEESERTMHRM—%.)

Response: Song. [EIfE: 5530
Benediction. #li&

NOTES: *:

Traditionally, Pilate paraded into Jerusalem on the first day of Passover Week, entering the
west gate - the front gate — with legions of chariots, horses, and foot soldiers, dressed for
battle and armed with swords and spears. Rome’s authority would not be questioned. The
majesty with which Pilate enters the front door of the city was meant to inspire awe and fear,
respect and obedience. {RR{E#f, ML % iR ETEME —RKEABRRES, EABEM——7)]
FI-—HFERBGEENEBE, ERNSE S E8K, FRIVNEF. BENERTEZE
B, RUZEAWMATFIRNERE EARHBMDE. EEMMRLE.

Meanwhile, at the east gate — the back gate — another parade is underway. This parade was
just as carefully staged as Pilate’s entry into Jerusalem. It was a counter-procession, a different
vision of what a Kingdom should be, a subversive action against the powers that ruled
Jerusalem. Jesus’ humble, yet triumphal, entry into Jerusalem stood in contrast to the
magnificence and brutality on display at the opposite end of the city. Jesus brings peace, while
Pilate brings a sword. ElttFEf, TERF— %M —— B — S ETEEETH, ERETHREEA
LEARBRAS—KBLEE, E2—EAFERNIET, BHAZBNIBMNTREE SHK
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