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We’ve been in a series called “Humankind” and we’ve been looking at the interactions Jesus had with
people in the gospels. H A —EEFE I EMBE2AHB ARSI < TERERE SN TR AMRIER K
%

Last week: Why do we welcome? £ 3& : 34 &+ EE &0 2

We looked at the story of Jesus and the woman at the well. The reason we welcome is because one
person’s story of redemption can impact an entire community. F & 2| 7 ERER7E H 20— LI NI,
EMEBOMERER S —EAMBHRSE UL EEEHRE,

This week: “Who do we welcome?” Z:E : “F{M&kmzg 2~

Who do we welcome into the life of Jesus? Everyone! | know a shocking answer. We are called by Jesus to
welcome everyone into Jesus’ life. HMEGDH#EA A LR ? SEAAN | RMEER—ESARENE
=, BREAMT B R MED 5@ N E AR E 6N,

But welcoming absolutely everyone is not only lofty it's impossible. No one in this room is going to have the
opportunity to welcome absolutely everyone. {E 2 E£thB NS E AT EZSMBA TR EE, FEEF R AT
EAERERENEBRHMIBILE—EA,

But there’s a phrase coined by Andy Stanely that gets used a lot by our leadership here: “Do for one what
you wish you could do for everyone.” - Andy Stanley {82, %&#-H#718 %] (Andy Stanely) &7 :8 — A &K M189
WER IS E R AREE, A —EANMRRE LIREE AR AN MBS, K8 H7 B F

The truth is, Jesus instructs his followers to love everyone. Literally everyone. Including our enemies.
During the SOTM He says “Love your enemies... Bless those who curse you.” BE L, BRRZ & th 1 ERBE
EEEEA.AERFERLMNER BEA SEXRMOBA, TERERE L EHER | R BROBA .. NE
ARLER FLARBIN .7

He doesn’t even give us an out when it comes to people who are actively against us. Let alone those who
annoy us or offend us. EX R EEBR B EMNBLAR , hEEFTABRMAGEBAN S, ETHRBLZEA
AR ELHMHIAT,

I's almost easy to say, “Oh yeah | love everybody.” It gets harder when those everybodies are more
specific. Maybe we’d like to think we love everyone. But | have a hard time with that one co-worker. That
neighbor just down the street. That politician on the news. That person who lives in a way that offends me.
That person who votes differently than | do. Sometimes when we say we love everyone, what we really
mean is “Well, | don’t hate anyone.” And | don'’t think that is what Jesus calls us to. AR ‘i, 2/, KETE
BNRES. EIEEAANERINEBAR HEEEERY T hirHMERMIEEEAN, ERMNBLE
EHEMRAIT, AR HEEAIELZE, A2HFEENDERE, HERBETALERARMIA BE
BREZBEMETRMA. EHEHEMREMEESEAR, EMEEHNERZ TR, EFREMAN, HTRA
& B HRERAMT B F A =M,

Notice that Jesus doesn’t command us to tolerate our enemies, to put up with those who persecute us.
Jesus says to bless them. Loving and blessing, these are not passive attributes. True love, Jesus, lays

down His life for the very people who killed him. ;35X &, MR B S EMEZEKMMWEBA, EEAMNLEE
ZMr A, BBERR EMiafhfl, BRIIE SLEHMARHSNEM. EEMNE, EHRER HARSTHHOA

Ban,



Our capacity to love everyone is dependent upon our willingness to love anyone. ¥ 1% &{& A #I8E

NiRBRBEMZERABER,

This week we are looking at an example of what it means to welcome not just the idea of everyone, but
actually anyone. i&, ZHMEME—EHF RETEELSEANE L MIEER LEOTMANREK
EREHE,

Today we are looking at a story found in Acts about a man named Philip and a man referred to as the
Ethiopian. Acts 8:26 Pew Bible page SREMBRBFHEETERN—ERSE, BAR—ERUBEF
FIAF—EIRIZTA GREMLLEE) ARt E, EERKEFEETES:26.

You may have noticed that during this entire series, we have specifically looked at passages that dealt with
Jesus interacting with different people. So why this week are we departing from that model? {R ] 5 2 #&E
23, ZEEARI G, BMEMAARTHRENTRAMEESNRSE, BEATESERMERT BEEX
g ?

It's interesting because the book of Acts was written as a part 2 for the gospel of Luke. Luke-Acts is
intended to present as one cohesive work. And this is because The work of Jesus continues through Jesus’
people led by the Spirit. FE2EME, RAFERITERFEABNETHE _BIrMEBM, BINGEMFERET
EAERMB—E2RE —HTEMNHRRER. E2E AR T/ 2R B E EHEMERER I FIEHETE
HEITH,

The Author (Most think to be Luke the physician) is providing examples in the book of Acts of how the
gospel of Jesus is ongoing in the lives of his followers. Acts is for short for “The Acts of the Holy Spirit.” 4£
B(RZHEAHREERM) EEETEFRM T ERERRE Z A AIEREE B A TE D FFHEEITHE R
FEHITES EEM T HEEWER,

This in it of itself is a powerful statement. This suggests to us that the work of Jesus is ongoing in us
through the Spirit. And every interaction we have with people has the potential to be a redemptive part of
their story and ours. The person of Jesus has an opportunity to shine through us. SEAX &t 2 —{E588 H 1
B, EMBMRA BRMIEEAMERERMEDET. RMMAMME—RESHE A 0T 68/ At
B E RIS E . R A EEA R M.

This story is about a man named Philip, nick-named “Philip the evangelist.” He was one of the first deacons
of the church in Jerusalem, and many believe he was actually actively involved in Jesus' ministry before his
death and resurrection. ;B E SRR —EUBERIRA, EREETHR, th2BRRESHENE—HtH
B2 FZ AR AERRZFRMNET A, U RBBETHRKMNET,

Acts 8:26 -40 (NIV)

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an important
official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had
gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah
the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand
what you are reading?” Philip asked.

31 “How can |, he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him.

32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:



“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.

33

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?

For his life was taken from the earth.”[b]

34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?”
35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water.
What can stand in the way of my being baptized?”[37] [c] 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of
the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went
on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all
the towns until he reached Caesarea.
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What a wild story. Let’'s unpack it a bit. ZEF a] BEEMKE, EHMIRFABHEE.
| want us to take a look at the posture of Philip. ZZ# 5% & — THEFIAIER

An angel of the lord comes to Philip. Already pretty shocking. And tells him to go stand on a desert road
from Jerusalem to Gaza. — L X IR EREIBEF 538, ERIFEBERT . XE & EFfthih 7 7 AR ER1HUS 2 0z
AIBEEF AR L,



He didn’t even question it. Philip asks 0 questions, offers 0 points of concern, presents 0 hesitation. With
almost no information or context, Philip agrees to go. At this juncture in the story, | think it's important to
examine the posture of our own hearts. #hE =2 F LM, M2 FREIEE, ZFED, 2FBEEG. ERTEEF
ERMERREERMERT, BAREEXR, HEIEE KT LHALEERKMBCALHIBI.

Are we attentive to the leading of God in our lives? F 1 EE M B ME G P AIFHSE TIE 2
Are we listening? B M7 EHAVEE S ?

e Shema - Listen and obey (Deut) Shema - {&5 ifi ik ¢ (Deut)

e This comes right before love the lord your god ;2 R EMZ E HK MMM 2 IS

e Jesus comes along and says, and adds Love your neighbor as yourself ERERZc Elltt L2280/, WHHFH
T—4-Z{RMAIENEIRES,

Shema = Translated “Hear” more accurately means “listen and obey”. These ideas were not meant to be
divorced from one another. To listen was to obey. | think Philip grasped this in his soul. To receive a word
from the Lord was something to be obeyed, not negotiated. Although | believe God can handle all the
questions, you have to admire how he was so ready to jump in with both feet. He needed zero context, zero
details. Shema FHEERMERR", EREMNER R RRELRKE" . ELERLTETREMU D5 ERRMN 2R
. EZ AP EMNEEERTE MM, BZXTWERERK, T2TLEEN, #ARBERALUZE
AR, BRFFAMARBEF thPER R 1T, EREAMNIE, MFAFTEE R, TFEME.,

When | read this, | have to wonder, “Am | attentive to what the Spirit of God is doing in and around me?” Do
we find ourselves in a place where we are so ready to follow the leading of God'’s Spirit? Are we awake to
the world around us? Are we mindful of ourselves in that space? There's an author I've come to really
admire who wrote a book about Christian Mindfulness, she writes. {BE&EBE5EE, XA BFIEE, BB
AERIMMEERERNRABMMHER? ZEMEERREBCEN —EEFFREESFHEMM A 7 FHM
HEBMHERRFEER? ZMEENEOEERNEEE ? F —URIEFRMNERE TEREEHN
£, B

Slide A

“In a world where so many feel that they are sleepwalking through their lives, Jesus’ call to be
awake resonates with the vague awareness of missing out on our own lives.” “Zf —{Ett Z FI N B
FiF— EMES R FRE, RASERMNT S BEMAEN SR BRMECHAETERREETH
S, ”

Slide B

“The Spirit can be speaking into our lives, God can be moving in us, and we will miss it entirely
because we are lost in mental machinations.” - Dr. Amy Oden “EEE v LITE H MR A TR REE, TaI LA
aEMEDET mMEMExeEEe, BAaRMRXERTOERESH,”

-XR-EBEL

In a dominant culture that, in my personal experience, is defensive and polarized, preoccupied, and
self-absorbed. | think it is crucial that we learn to listen, not so that we can react or defend, but so that God
and people can be heard and understood. 1R & 3 A0E A E88, — B & FE AL, ZBHEMEMN. MBS
LR EFEEMABEERKY., ERAHBMESEREEFEEZEN, T24 T BT LU R ESEEE,
M T EMMAZ AR MRS,

We are called to listen and obey, Love God, and love people. | don’t think it's an accident that the command



to listen and the command to love are given in the same breath. F I IF B R B #, S8, HTEHBA, &K
FRLHBREMENGTIRE—ES—EER,

Slide £11&

“Being heard is so close to being loved that for the average person, they are almost indistinguishable.” %
EREMEEEHR— R ARRENEREL EMRERFAES M,

— David W. Augsburger Xf&r. B EriE#

Being a good listener is an integral facet of being a loving person. ff—{EIFHEIEE 2 —BEEEM AT
ﬂ-ﬁiﬂq—ﬁo

The interaction between Philip and the Ethiopian is read in less than 3 minutes, but when you look at the
geography of this story and how long it would likely take them to come upon some water on their route, it's
likely that they spent the better part of a day together. BEFIFRIZFBEMRERA=2EMER T, E2W
RIMBEIESHEMRARMEL, DR IE FMERE S RIEMF EESFKRMA, (RAMAMEMTREA XS
KHIEFEE—iE,

Philip acted as a guide, but in order to guide this man through the scriptures, he needed to know what
questions he had about what he was reading. “Is the prophet talking about himself or someone else? Bl
HH 2R BERMRAERE HEMAREMIFESE, tWFEEMETEMEFERESH 1 ERE IE LR
2thEZERHA P

I think there’s a lesson in here for us when it comes to how we talk about our faith. Not everyone will have
the same questions about everything. So we can’t just have a universal, religious, default answer for
everyone who asks. When it comes to Jesus, some people have questions about ethics, questions about
morality, questions about science, questions about history, and | think it's possible to get so defensive at
questions that we fail to hear the longing or pain in someone’s story behind the questions. Behind every
doubt is an unspoken longing for hope. If we want to love people well, we need to be willing to listen well so
that we can discern how best to love them. ZEEBEHKMEEEEF —LE2HMUR R EKKREMMEMD,
FTRFBEAHESHA —KOBE, TURMAHERBARMOALRZE-—BHRE -8, BEWN, RENEER,
EANFREERERE AT, FEASHEANMENERE EEMEE H20ME BELEOEE mREEMF
RN -LHEMNETRMEERESGRE RMMEERERINERE, A8 —ERRERET RS AN
2. MREMEEZA RMARNESLBTER, S2ERRREREZEMM.

The Ethiopian & 2{H A

There’s a lot we can observe about him by the details in this story. He is obviously from Ethiopia, a nation
in Africa. He is likely a person of great status in direct service of the Queen. He is physically a eunuch
which means that he has been castrated. If you don’t know what castration is, just ask the person next to
you. @i E [EEEERMET, HMATUBRRIANREEANGS, tiRABIEIREMERE, BE—EE
MHER, iR REE—EAXIEESTHHNARSZMA MESE LR —EXE, L, a5 2HRE
EBM, IMBRTBHBERME, AILEREEMA,

When someone in his culture was castrated, it could have been forced upon him or it likely would have
been something he would have “chosen” to do at a very young age. It would have been communicated that
his existence would be relegated to the service of the queen, tending to the nation’s most important
responsibilities. Although he would have access to wealth and power, his being, his identity, was
completely utilitarian to his society, he existed solely to carry out tasks and responsibilities. He’s both
honored but dehumanized in one fell swoop. 7= E XL, IR —E AHREZE| T, HMEME g2 48
B, HEBERRA—LE FR/RIOFFSFIERDOEHZREESKM. ERVUNFERR AR EMRBR, EH
AR EERRFREENTET . AT LUESHENED, B2MEBAAN, A5 REMIHLEMH—



EILE thIFERRS TERMMEZTHMNEEN, th2FFREHRFHELEAN,

But what’s fascinating about this man, is that he is on his way back from worshipping in Jerusalem. This
could mean a few things. He could be part of the Hebrew Diaspora, he could be a Jewish Convert, or he
could have been on a personal journey of faith. Either way, he would have been denied the right to worship
at the Temple. He would have been regarded as someone who had been mutilated and therefore not within
the guidelines for ritual purity. {82, EEA S AZE XN AR  th2EMEMBE S HRFHR 2 BN &S,
EERELEE . MAEFREFHEHRBE, MAEFEIREBEAREZN, HEERSMEANNEMN, BREW
EIFR, TR ERERF N, AAMERDASTEER, ARZLEFIRINRE,

So he’s Barred from worship in the temple, barred from much of the spiritual life of the Jews. He
represented the most profound shame a Hebrew man could carry, the inability to produce children. This
was a shameful, shameful burden to carry in this first century, Jewish context. Imagine having something
that made you different from everyone else, and that be the thing that excluded you from worship? That
excluded you from belonging. AT LAt fEEZ = R 22 1t 7 EE R AR B FE e Y, IR L BB R AMIFREEME
T MHARBHABFRANESE, WEEAEF, SEERNAT—HIEMBEAANTEEZFEEENER
B BE—THAHBEEFEMFMANATE, EFTBFMBIFMR 7 EFEMBBERRTES

How many people do we know who carry this kind of shame with them? Who feel that even if they came to
church that they wouldn’t be welcome. “Maybe people will be nice. Maybe people will be tolerant. But would
| really be welcomed?” HfFIEA LV AEEZERMNEE ? AHMARLSERKARETHED ?
“MEFEEMARME REs EREEMNBKELE 2"

| think we have to ask ourselves, if there are people in our lives who are hurting, lost, questioning,
searching, if we feel hesitant to invite them to church, why is that? B ZMER—FE MBS, WREFHKM
MAEFPE LA, thFIRZEMN, KT, FREN, ESHM, MERMAEZRE RS EEMMRESE,

EBEA/TE?

If the church is truly meant to be a place of healing and redemption, a place where anyone can experience
the grace of Jesus for themselves, why do some feel as if they have no place here? It's easy for us to look
back on the religious elite and the Pharisees and thank Jesus that we aren’t like them and not realize that
we have the tendency to do exactly what they did. i1 R#EE 2 —EEEEAMBEBEMH A, —BEERA
AT LUIEEE R R E g S, A BEREANRBMMBRETERE ? HHEMKR, BEELPHREBHMAE
FEAZHBZWE, BHIEE, BMATGMLM. B2 BRMAANESHTINHMA ATt — & —1K=E,

Notice the passage that the Ethiopian was reading. He was reading about the prophecy of the suffering
man. “Does the prophet write about himself or someone else?” Philip got to share the good news that
Jesus, the messiah, was a man acquainted with pain and humiliation, a man who was denied justice, “Who
can speak of his descendants?” Imagine how that line would resonate with the eunuch, who is incapable of
producing offspring.” He's able to see himself in the suffering messiah. ;& — F & /B R IZMAEEE
E MEBNEAR—EAZIETHNES. "SEENBENRMECERAA?" BRI LAIEMM S ZIFER:
iR, W R REDR EXRENEEN, REEAERETHIN, "HeERRMO T REMRZRE F5H) 2" 8G&—
TEAFEEREARBEDES LR RAathth B REWELT FRN. hESXEMEEES LRI TS
c,

Imagine what good news this is to the Ethiopian. A man that had probably experienced humiliation and
exclusion from every place of worship he visited. He learned that day that the gospel was for everyone,
even him. And that's good news. & — T EHNKREMBAR—ELZITHER, —BEHEE THNERE
WENGPERTHA EE—XMMETREZEMAEAYN, EafFthtBE. EER—EIFHEHR.

Maybe his questions didn’t have as much to do with the nature of Christ’s miracles or the theology of the
Sabbath. Maybe his questions had to do with whether or not someone like him had a place in the family of
God. “What can keep me from being baptized?” #f3thm S, hEFthMMHBELR RN EENHITARE, &
FANTEEMMBER, MR EERHRNEMERMARI R LUEMMRPE —ELE, "B E



BB 2"

| was listening to Dr. Kara Powell a theologian who has a lot of work regarding Youth at Fuller Theological
Seminary. And she brought up the point that a big issue with youth ministry today is that the church is often
answering questions that people aren’t asking. 3 & S 216 4 22 R ol 4l SO B 18 T AOERTE, thiEEEh M 2 fr
WMTREANTEANIE, iR —EHE EFEFITERSHFEN—EARKMERXEEEREAM
R A MRRERE,

How do we learn what people are asking? We have to get better at listening. Are we listening to people?
Really listening? H M E#BAB AMERME ? ZEMEEZ2SER., BMEXGERENA? EEMEE?

And listening has so much to do with empathy, doesn'’t it? It's hard for me to have empathy for someone
when | don’t know their story. EEEEBRKMRIED, BETE? IREFAMEMMKE, HE#HEIDERE
Do

When Brene Brown talks about empathy, I’'m paraphrasing, but she says that it's not about imagining
yourself in someone else’s shoes; it's about hearing what it’s like to be in their shoes and believing them.
EMZR.MHARIEECE , BRAFAT , RN FTREEGRFREEINANRES K MEMEEAMNKRS
it B 845 .

| used to have a weird but very cool job. | worked for a Christian, non-profit called “First-lmage”. They run
the pregnancy resource centers of Greater Portland. | was the director of the sexual integrity program,
which meant | went around to public high schools all over this area speaking in their health classes about
things like, pornography, sexual abuse, sex trafficking, ya know all the fun stuff. Students often referred to
me as the “sex man.” In the classroom, in context, it's just a harmless joke, but in a public setting ... & i
B-ERTEESHEREMN I/, BE—EAUME—REAHEBBEENHETIE, EEBBEXRE
AtEEE T —LR2IFERPD, RENEM—EAUBRMHREEENEER ITEATRHREARZEASH
MREIERLBRZNAR, HESF HXZZ2EMARRNE, 2EEFTERBEUHEEN . EREL, T4
BEIEES, EREFEAROTE, B2, NEREARESS. .

| remember | walked into an Old Spaghetti Factory with my family and the host (a former student)

recognized me, and in front of a very full waiting area yelled, “Hey, you’re the Sex Man!” And | was like

“Hey, Shut up!” you're gonna get me arrested on a Tuesday night. ZEBFHE IR AEE—REKXFIE IR

=%§r BEELETHN—ESE)EBHE TR £—EAANEESHFREFAR: 1R, (RAAESHREELZFTS
Hwims iR, Mg | E SRR E N M R,

When | was in that job, | encountered a lot of people with very hard stories. | was at a high school one day
speaking to a health class and there was a freshman who was in the midst of transitioning from identifying
as female to identifying as male. During the class, they raised their hand and began to share their
experience with sexual abuse. | interrupted them because | could tell that people were beginning to feel
uncomfortable, so | thanked them for being brave and vulnerable and asked if we could talk after class. &
BREBDIER HBITRZEZFERUMNEVA.E—X KE—FePHBERLEER 5
MFEERRLXESNEELFHS M. LR WMARFRBSZECHEEERE. HITE T4M Ba
BRI EH AP REITEFR, AFUERSM MM SEAMNGESS, THMBRMARE AT UERRRMK,

After the class was over, | sat and listened as they gave me an almost unbelievable history of abuse. My
heart broke in new ways that day. TR, HAL TRIEMMIERT —BREFSAHUSEMEFRE, BRE
8D LAFT R 5 B RE

More than anything, | wanted to wrap my arms around this child and tell them that Jesus loved them more
ferociously than they could possibly imagine. But | was on the clock and talking about faith in the context of
the classroom could have gotten our program uninvited to the school. So after that conversation was over, |



walked to my car, got in, locked the door, and | began to weep. | remember my prayer distinctly, | told God,
“Your kingdom better be doing what it's supposed to. God, you can’t let them do this alone. they need your
love. Please help them find it.” | can only hope that there were Jesus-followers out there who had the heart
of Philip, who were willing to reveal the goodness of God'’s love for that young person despite whatever
sensibilities were offended. REEMZ, HEALBERITEERT, SEFMMERR LM BGREZ .
BEZENIMESKR, ERE LMREMTREESESHMIIER WEUH, FTUERRARGERRE, REIRK
RIERT, £ TE, SHETM, KAWL, HFBMESFSHNOFIE, HEFRM, FRMMBEITEEE, @,
RAREEMM—E N UERT. AR EMNE, FENMMIKIIE. " BEREEFENEFIRAEREE, i
MEHEFMAD, BEAFERZINEIL, BEMBERBEFEARTHMNENEE,

Cause when we hear the word “transgender” we’ve been conditioned by our popular media to immediately
jump to debate, around public policy, school curriculum, theology, morality, agenda... X % & 3 5= 2 “i5 14
AVEERR, BRMMRITEERGEETEMNIIANBARR BREA£BR. 2REE. A2 BE. 8.

But how many human beings get bypassed, how many stories don’t get heard because we are too busy
debating about them to actually see them? B2 H £V A#iEid, AL OMEREHED, RAEMRITR
FimfImig A EEERIMM 2

Are we listening? Are we addressing the questions that people are actually asking? FEFEEE ? H125E
EAEBARAMERIREARRE?

Notice that this story is truly a dialogue between Philip and The Ethiopian, who has already been pursuing
God, even without realizing it, pursuing Jesus in this OT prophecy. | think people in this world are often in
pursuit of Jesus without realizing it. People are often looking for something they don’t know they can find in
Jesus. Are we attentive and awake to these opportunities? Because we know that like the woman at the
well we heard about last week, often we go looking for a counterfeit when Jesus is ready to offer the real
thing. We long for water, but Jesus offers us a life in which we never thirst again. Are we looking for ways to
share this truth with others? (53X &, EENEHE R FMRIEF{BEA ZENEEE HERKLTERS EE
BREERHD RESESNTESEFEKRBRK., ERASEAHR LHAMEEETMAE R EKRIBE. AME
BESHMMATEEBRRERKINEA. EMEESRTIEEHIELHES »AAaHMuE mEEME
BRI HZHEAN—K SERREFRRBREAR, BMAEEESHAER., RMEEK, BIREKARMEZ
HT-EBEMTHEAMNAE, BMAREEESKEMA > ZEEAEEM AKX ?

| think God sent Philip to this man, because this is exactly the kind of thing Jesus was doing when he
walked the earth. He wasn’t looking for reasons to keep people out. He was going out of his way, he was
inconveniencing himself to be with who society deemed the lonely, the poor, the sinful, the sick, the
pariahs. People that felt who they were disqualified them from coming to the presence of God, so he was
bringing the presence of God to them, and gifting them with human dignity. ¥ 32 & #REBESI EHRERB A, B
AEERIREE LRAMMERE. it T2 ESHELEANMEANER, RTERMR A EPLEL S22 4
FARKIIIE., BE. FE. FF. RRMALE—E, BRSHMNREFRBLER B CRAKRIIMEATHNE
BEIAM, 1685 MM ANE R,

The Jesus we see in the scriptures is far more concerned with mercy and freedom than he is with religion

and rules. HMEZEHEIMRREROHERMBE B, MARREMRA,

Gate-keeper to guide. It EFIANZBE,

| think we can tend to think of ourselves as gatekeepers rather than guides. To be a guide, simply implies
that you have been there before. A guide isn’t innately better than the person being guided. They had to be
guided once themselves. B AKM AT LUER MR ECSRATFTMAAMAEREE, A —EEE, EEEK



ERLUATRGIE, BRI RARERMLELWES I ERANGT, B B C BEBHEE,

| used to work for guest services at a mall in Orange County CA called Irvine Spectrum. A big part of my
job was giving directions to people. Which if you know me you know how directionally challenged | am and
how hilarious that was. ¥ & &7 NFI4EE SR N BB E R — K A A Irvine Spectrum (RBEE R HF) 10
MPDRBEFBRB LM, KIENRK -2 2HEAMER. MREFHE RNEXAFRRRE, R
MEER—HLIFRNER,

| was a guide of sorts. But | didn’t build the mall. | didn’t shape the floor plans or sketch the architecture.
The only reason | knew the way around the mall was because someone else showed me around the mall
first. And to be honest with you, sometimes after months of working there, | still didn’t know where stuff

was! EEERERELREZEE, BEYPLETZHEN, B AT TFEESREREEER, RANEFESRE
EMRHE—-RRERABEAEFTESE THEEG. Z2EHR, ENETHFI/LERE HKABNDATMERRA
TEVRAE !

But boy was | confident when | lied about it. “Excuse me where’s LuLu Lemon?” (B 2 & H#Eh b, HMIEE
RERBEEN., ‘FRBEZEEERREFEERE?”

“Oh, it's just down that corridor on the right.” It was not just down that corridor on the right. “B, FLTEHE
IRERMTE, HEHIETIEEEWRE,

The kingdom of heaven is like this. “Like LuLu Lemon?” No... Stay with me, | promise it makes sense. |
guided people around the mall, but | didn't design the mall or build it myself. The same is true of the
kingdom of heaven. | didn’t bring about victory over death and evil and inaugurate a redeemed world where
heaven and earth are reunited and a new humanity is born. | wouldn’t even know how to do that. | was
shown the grace and goodness of God. But | had nothing to do with making God good. X Bzt 2iE k. “1&
B EEERRME 2. EEBRE-T, AT EEFEEN, REBEBABESIEAM, BEXRZHRE
FEHOCRERS, REHZML, ZRETREBIECTMMEMAER, L2FMAI—EXMER. T AHHR
ARHBEHA FAETHNEZEEM. RETHMNBANRE, BT FR2RFEHEE,

And even though | may know my way around the kingdom a bit more than someone else, | still have a lot to
learn about the kingdom. It's way bigger than Irvine Specturm. But the parking situation is way better. So
whether you’ve been following Jesus for 50 years or 50 minutes, we all still have a lot to learn. {& % 7] gt
LEEA A S MEIRERE T B — L, BRNMBEMNSERMATHSTETHMMA, B Irvine
Specturmi@ i K15 % . BIFEFEREFF L, ALt, #iRIRIRFEERER 50 Fi2=2 50 7788, HMHMARLEA

We are not commissioned by Jesus to be gatekeepers to the kingdom of heaven. We are commissioned to
be ambassadors of it. In the SOTM = Salt and light. Salt = medicinal, preserving agent. So it heals what'’s
broken and preserves what is good. Light = not to be hidden under a bowl but to give light to everyone in
the house. We are to generously share, freely give what was so freely and joyfully given to us. ERER;2 B E
FREMMRERFFAN, BFERZERAERNKE, £ SOTM = BRI, B = & [HEH, FTUERLUER
WM RALRFIFHIRA, X = FTEREWNET MEERZEFEMNEEAN. ZMEREMS =, RIY



Hh#e P H A B AR K P RIRA,

Even if a person offends my cultural, social or moral sensibilities, | have an obligation to extend the same
love that was extended to me. | am not the judge of the living and the dead. That job is taken. I'm the
bearer of good news. BIfE A ABIL T HEMXIL. tEHEEF R Kt EEZHHFHABEKIINERKME
BEHE BRAZREENREWEE, RO TIERMH, B2 ERMEERES,

This man would have been offensive to Jewish sensibilities, traditional, devout Jews would have been
offended by his very presence, but God sent Philip to pursue this man. Not surprising when Jesus is the
good shepherd who leaves the 99 to find the 1. S E £ {ZF{A A€ B LMK AN HIRREN, E4E. EHAMBAA
SR EFEME L, EMRHEANEXSZEEAAN, RARKEANCIAR 09RF ZSHMERKMN—RFLTF
A, FTLLE LR FIZ,

| have to ask, do we find ourselves in a place where we are more concerned about our religious
sensibilities than we are about extending the love and mercy of God? EABT M, HMERERHRECERH
DHEHMURABRMASER D ERAHZAIERE ?

| think sometimes we can find ourselves getting into a backwards way of thinking about our faith. Who’s in
and who’s out. We become gate-keepers who think about the kingdom of God like this:
BRARGERMERRAMBE THRMOEM, HIEHEBRNHERIN. ROREXREOFFIA, HEE
FRERERK:

Show Debrah Hirsch graph (on Planning Center too) B8 ~{E & -fif K EE (REZE| i)
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If you choose to believe the right things and practice the right behavior, then you can belong. 1 R{R+H1E 3
f9HR{ER, TEIFR & EMBIRE, MAEZBRA,

Then you can be accepted. If you can clean up your life to look like mine, if you can make your life look like
a good Christian, then you’ve proven that you belong here with us, you’re in. but until you check the right
boxes, and say the right prayer, you'’re out. Tell me, where in this do we see the desire to leave the 99 to
find the one? Where in this do we see a suffering messiah who enters into our pain and our shame to

resurrect us into a new life? {RFAEHIEM. MRBEBRE—KETEE NRMEAFTERE—EFEE



fit, MEIREATIMZEBNRMAEYN, MEBEAA, ERIRRAFAELEFE REMEENIES, K
BN BE, SRMFERERMFANIOEFERFTRMNB—EMEER » EWMENRERE TR EH
MBRELEAIRMMER, HMOED ANEERMELEBRHMIERE?

This is not how Jesus works. Jesus enters into the lives of the forgotten and the unseen and he invites us
to follow him. EF 2 ERERA1E 4 . HRERE A ZIRETH 2RI AR, R MREEM

And as we spend time with this loving savior, we begin to change, then we begin to transform. & M0

EUAREBMREE—ENRE RMMRSNE, RMRKREE,

| think that this is a much closer picture of what life following Jesus looks like: ¥ LA A& E5RE ¥ = RFEEHR
R AT ARIRE:

Show Second Debra Hirsch Slide (on Planning Center too) B8~ 5% ZiRE A -Hi KMWE K (REZ2 5
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‘So many people doing and believing so many things. Some really close to what is right belief and behavior,
and some really far away. But our proximity to religion is far less important than the orientation of our lives
toward Jesus. | can subscribe to most of the correct beliefs and practices but fail to notice when Jesus
walks into the room, because I'm not really looking for him. Like the Pharisees, I've become so obsessed
with following the rules that I've forgotten how to receive grace. K% AHEREREKMNEE, ArEEEE
IMEE FENTA AWNAZFERER, BEREMERAEMMELEEETME MR I ERRE
B2 EAUTHXSERMEMNMITAEBATREH ERZIBRAELR 52 RAKEIEESR, MEE
FEAN, HESEINERBEASRE T EARZRA,

This doesn't mean that right beliefs and behaviors are unimportant. Belief is very important. What one
believes to be true of reality shapes how they exist in it. S A 2R FENECMITAREE, EDORE
B, —EAANBEEEMNRESREMAM A ANITE,

Following Jesus doesn't really make sense if you don’t believe he is who he says he is. But there are all
sorts of other beliefs that get ironed out and reworked as we mature in Christ. How many of you have ever
changed your mind about something really big after you started following Jesus? iR {RF+B{E#th 2 th:R A9
M ABEZERFER A ZREE, B EREERMENFEMRRAMMNSEEMERBRHER HZ P AB
TEIRPEERER « R MBS HIE T REBER 2

I’'m also not suggesting that our behavior doesn’t change when we are introduced to Jesus. | loved hearing



Luis Palau speak. He used to say “Jesus loves you just the way you are, but he loves you too much to
leave you that way.” Obviously, there is an invitation from Jesus to make Him Lord of our lives and
therefore radically change and transform our beliefs ad behaviors, But he's in the business of transforming
us into His likeness. Sometimes | think we would feel more comfortable if Jesus changed people into our
likeness. H AR A MZBBRERRMAERLEBERTA AREHB ST HS5HME. th DR B HREFE
fRAZRBIMR, EfXZBIRT ARIRBERLE, " RARKE MRAFRMEZIMERAREMNE, 2RIBREARE
HMBEMAIT A, BHEOMHREBRMIE R EGMIBE TR G a0 REPERE A & B
EPHRTFRINSETRE,

Maybe we shouldn’t be so concerned with changing people and correcting them. Maybe we should let
Jesus and the Holy Spirit do that. Maybe instead of guarding our tradition and comforts out of insecurity, we
should be running towards the least likely and the least sensible people and extending the love and mercy
of God. hEFEMTAAREEREEEMA, hFRMERZENRHFNEERTHE. hErHMEZD R RLR
FEBZHRABRHA, BRREBHZNHER MASHEHREEMEEFHRMAMERIEE,

We shouldn’t be looking for excuses not to extend mercy to people. Like Philip, we should be hungry and
ready for every opportunity to extend God's mercy. H B &2 B Hitt N\EAZIKIEBH, GBER B, H
et At AR EHANRZNE —EAKSE,

The disciples got a lot of stuff wrong before they started following Jesus, they got a lot of stuff wrong while
they were following Jesus. And they continued to get a lot of stuff wrong after Jesus ascended. FA4E{7E B

IR ERPEERER < AIMEIBEF £ 82, A IRPEEMRRF thiBEF L8 F . MR R R M MEIEHMBEF 2 8EE,

Transformation is not a prerequisite to being a follower of Jesus. Transformation is the essence of
what it means to be a follower of Jesus. %% 1~ 2 — & B R IRFEE I STIR 1G4, B8 2 — [EERERIRFES
IR A,

So they come upon some water in the desert, and you can almost hear the hopeful anticipation in his voice.
“What can keep me from being baptized?” I've been denied my whole life. I've been told why | don’t fit, why
I’'m different. Lay it on me, what do | have to do to be a part of this family, what will keep me from this good
news this time?” And without saying a word, Philip responds. Ff LUt 2R ZIBE EF R A7k, R FaILIEE R
AERR MBS A EER TN 2 "R —EHMERIERBT, ARGFRETER , BMNTH, —
BERMERS L REEEMTERAREFT -8, ERXRXEH EERTEEZEST?

“Absolutely Nothing...” ;2 B {E{a] = Fa -

“The good news of Jesus is for everyone... | will baptize you right here, right now.” “ERfA8IE E 2R E—E

A HFESHE, FEULLREIRZE,”

Are we listening? Are we truly willing and ready to extend the gospel to anyone? FMIE%| T 1E ? HME
FEETEREBRAIARER?

What's also important in this story, is that the Ethiopian was searching. He was hungry for truth. 7£58 &( %
HEEEMNE, SERREFBEAEESXK, t/EREHE,

Our world is wrestling with a lot of big questions right now. IR4 & It FEFX FERERE,

We are watching really disturbing realities unfold around us. There’s a looming threat of large-scale military
conflict. There’s trauma caused by this pandemic that people are trying desperately to recover from. ¥ {MER

BERE—HHMERNERRE AREEMNESZER. AEAMFLERBEORBORE,

Do they see, in us, a community where they can belong before they believe correctly or behave correctly?
Do they see room for themselves in the story we are telling them? Do they see the suffering Jesus,
acquainted with their pain? Do they see a Savior who was also denied justice? AMER T, EEMH L



, RRU—EAFFEEERMEMSHITARATUAMANLE ? AMEHMBERNRE D E IR MBFAIZER
TH? AMABRIZEHMEG, SEEMMANETEE? AMEI—EAFRAOEHFHRETH?

End with a time of reflection: TE R B HMIRFER S KIEE

Maybe you're in this room, and you've felt convicted by The Holy Spirit. Maybe there are people in your life
to whom you have yet to truly listen to. Perhaps there are people on the outside you need to extend love
towards. Ask God to bring those people to your mind. Pray for him to give you opportunities to share His
love with them. thEFfR7EEE, MR RN EEMFER. hiFREABEA —EMRERZEREREFRROA. 1
HEBENNAZTEMREERE, FRAERLENFIRMIEE P, BEERGMEELS ZHRNBERIA

Maybe you're in this room and you feel like the Ethiopian. Maybe there’s something you've been wrestling
with, maybe there’s a shame that you carry, that you feel disqualifies you from belonging in Christ. Perhaps
what you need this morning is to hear that Jesus loves you deeply and desires for you to be with Him. If
that’s you and you finally feel like it's time. Maybe there are all sorts of details to work out, questions you

still have, but you've come to a place where you want to enter into Jesus’ life, you're ready to say “yes” to
Jesus. Prayer can be a great place to start. Take this moment to talk to Jesus. Tell him that you’re ready to
follow him. Jesus went to the cross and died so that he could defeat death and be raised to life. thZF7E3E &
#IMR, BBMGINRREFMBA, L REFILME-LE SR —ELEFR RIRBFTEMEERM
fE. S RMBERINRIIFFEFREM, MEMIMBE—E. MREMER , REABRIKHER T,
FEFHZERMEFTEREZ MBEFTERR, EMELEITEZEABRMEGNMME, MMEKETHERLT
HERAR' R, BEUREE—EARFOFE, FHE—REMETEREEE, SERMtIRTARTEMRMM T . BREREM
TRZERATHREBECEEEEE,

He’s inviting you into this new life, free of death, free from evil. Thank him for what he’s done and let him
know that you're ready to give your life to him. 7B FEMREAEF M Ed, BBEE T, REEFETSEH, X
HhFT R — 1), EMEERE R EFIF TIRMRE MR (a1,

ERER , SRV R |, RERAVEIR | Bi. REMRERMES TARNEBANMBEN , RMASFLHER, B
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