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Today: We finish up our study of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians with an iconic passage.
It's an exciting one because it talks about warfare and weapons and that’s always a
good time. We do love a good fight. Actually, we love WINNING a good fight. Imagine
a video game where the objective is to stay hidden, under a couch while the fighting
goes on around you. You get no weapons, defensive or otherwise. You have no part in
the fight except to stay out of the way. We really were built to be strong, good, sturdy
soldiers and to actually PARTICIPATE in the coming of God’s kingdom to our world.
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But...we live in a world filled with the wrong kind of fighting and so did Paul. (History)
So, Paul is going to give the church some clear instructions and really powerful
weapons - but before he places those weapons in their hands, he wants to explain to
them the rules for engagement. And, in my opinion, never has such an explosive
passage of scripture been set up in such clear, decisive way. This first part of the
weapons and warfare text is essential for us to read and understand - and to never get it
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10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11Put on the full
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. 12For
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
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authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly realms. Ephesians 6:10-12
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Be strong in the Lord and the power of His might. That in itself is such a
foundational element of our faith. This one statement gives the church permission to
want power, but only a certain kind of power. The saying goes and | believe it: Absolute
power corrupts absolutely. The people to which Paul is writing have witnessed this
principle in action in countless ways. The powers at work in their culture were cruel and
heartless and violent. But here is Paul telling them: Power is yours for the taking. But
In a constantly shifting geopolitical power structure, Paul is reminding the church what
kind of power they are allowed to long for and live into: Be strong in the LORD and in
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Jesus. Powerful one. ALL powerful one. The truest definition of absolute
power...took on the form of a servant. Pinned himself to the cross. Died for the guilty.
Defended the weak. Gathered the marginalized. Fed the hungry. Served the poor.
Absolute power...loves absolutely. (Kid key ring for backpack!) (And if the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because ofia his Spirit who lives
in you. Ro. 8:11 - the power Jesus entrusts to us always leads to LIFE.) HRfif, 58 K
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The power of God is always at work to seek and save the world and to destroy the
enemy’s attempts to keep us from Him. IT is never at work to destroy US. When our
power becomes aimed on one another or on those who bear the image of God, it
becomes a dangerous and destructive thing. (Perhaps: Last week the scripture
included slaves and masters. With one sentence, Paul upends the power structure at



work: And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you
know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism
with him. This kind of flattening of the hierarchy was subversive in that era and that
societal system. The more earthly power we have, the more we must fight to live
ALWAYS in the power of HIS might because the power of His might will ALWAYS lead
us in humility and love. The power of His might is what moved in and through some
courageous trailblazers to fight for an end to the evil power imbalance that was slavery.
That same power continues to help us fight for those who are victims of every abusive
or oppressive power structure at work in our world. To fight for the hungry, the
marginalized, the weak...that is the very definition of being strong in the Lord and in His
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This isn’t a week where I've felt particularly strong. It's been a weak week. I've felt
weak with sorrow for a couple of friends of mine. Weak with weariness over the
condition of the world. And some days, just weak. In myself, there was not a lot of
strength to gather...so this instruction from Paul encouraged me so much. Be strong IN
the Lord. | don’t need my own strength. | can lean the full weight of my heavy heart on
Him and the power of His might. This is good, because when | am strong in myself, |
often choose to use my strength on the wrong thing. | can so easily get caught fighting
the wrong villain... to pick the wrong bad guy. So, in a world that’s filled with injustice
and oppression and fighting...who is the RIGHT bad guy? Paul gives us more clarity:
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11Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the
devil’s schemes. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13Therefore put on the
full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand
your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14Stand firm then,
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with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of
righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes
from the gospel of peace. 16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Ephesians 6
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How do we handle the weight of the war in which we’re living? First, STAND. Paul
repeats the word four times. Stand your ground. Stick to the plan. Don’t get distracted or
swayed or sidetracked. The distractions and discouragements then were different than
they are now - and they were also the same. But now, we have so many more things
vying for our attention and affection. Spinning shiny things are everywhere...whole
other worlds are available through the space of the screens in our hands. Text
message tones signal: Someone wants you. Someone knows you. Breaking news
notifications were happening on my screen while | was studying for this message. -
calling me to lay down my plan and escape into the tyranny of the urgent. But the
chaos of the currents swirling through our society do not have to sweep me or my
attention span away. Not from Jesus, not from His word and not from the people and
purpose to which He has called me. Be present. Stand. Stay. Be here right now. 1M
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Eugene Peterson says we are being invited to stand in a place of blessing. To
inhabit this space where God is lavishing His love. He says this: Do we realize how
unique this is and how refreshing it is to simply be blessed? And by God no less?
In a world that confronts us with demands, criticism, misunderstanding, mistrust,
manipulation, rivalry, getting and spending, lies and sedition, is there anything
like this - sheer, unqualified blessing? Stand still and take it in. - Eugene


http://biblehub.com/ephesians/6-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/6-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/6-17.htm

Peterson L& -15% - ZMRBIEERNEI L ERRLEAHTER » BRRAMIE
MR ? A—EEHEMAIER, #ET, RE B Bl 5 SIEE, RiSNE
MR, EHERNE—MEN. BEGOERS 2B EMEE.

Paul goes on to explain that our struggle is not against each other and it isn’'t even
against any other human entity - it's against the “rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms.” Strong language. Throughout his letter to the Ephesians, Paul has only briefly
touched down on the idea of an unseen enemy. He’s warned them against making
room for the enemy, he’s said that the days are evil and a few other references, but in
this passage, he explicitly names our enemies. He's already said they’re not made of
flesh or blood - so these rulers and authorities and powers are cosmic in nature. {R & %
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The people of Israel have a storied history of huge political enemies with towering
names like Assyria and Egypt and the Roman Empire. Psalm 83 gives us a long list of
people who were against them - Moab and Ammon and Amalek and Sisera and Jabin.
They know what it means to be targeted and outmatched. But Paul’s list is entirely
different. There are no names here that evoke stories of battles fought and lost or won.
There is just the summation of character of these unseen forces: evil schemes - greek
word = ‘methods” the WAY the enemy works is deceptive. These are methods used by
our enemy and they are tricky. Sometimes really ugly and sometimes truly dazzling, the
methods the enemy uses to sidetrack us - to steal us away from our ability to stand are
varied and sneaky. (STORY) Paul is telling them: Be alert! Look alive!l Don’t get
fooled. Stand firm in the blessing of God and you won’t be undone by the enemy’s
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HOW do we stand? Paul gives us the antidote to the methodology employed by our
enemy. He gives us an armor and and arsenal - six words that stand in stark contrast



to the evil scheming at work all around us. He attaches these words to a military
implement but | don’t want to get too focused on the meaning of the metaphors. The
point is: these words reflect the life of the well-armed believer. HKMEFEE ? FHEA2EK
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Salvation {2
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These words are not a plan or a program. They are not impersonal. They are not
spiritual skills. They are seen in the lives of those who have taken their stand - they are
present in US and we grow as we live them out together - in community. As Jamie
mentioned last week, these are gifts of BEING, not gifts of DOING. Paul links each word
to a military term so that he can remind us: It's really dangerous out there and these
words will be your defense and your offense as a resurrection people. We have this
armor and these weapons, but we also ARE these weapons in our world. And these
weapons - which Paul describes as a belt, breastplate, shoes, shield, helmet and
sword - are not actually worn on the outside, but rather they become who we are on the
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Truth becomes a barrier against deception and discouragement. Righteousness - or
being with and like Jesus - becomes safekeeping for your heart. Peace becomes a way
you move through the world with a light step, leaving it better than you found it. Faith
becomes an insulating shield against the fiery sting of death. The certainty of your
salvation begins to guard your thoughts and dreams and decisions... and the word of
God becomes the way you move forward through a world that is tangled in confusion



and chaos. All these weapons are actually gifts of living in right relationship to King
Jesus. They grow inside of us a life that is ready to be strong in the power of His might,
to be swift to do good when we see that evil schemes are at work, to get in the
adventure of standing firm, loving absolutely and serving our world relentlessly. These
six words are the beautiful bounty of knowing Him, trusting Him, partnering with Him.
Truth, Righteousness, Faith, Salvation, Peace and the Word of God. E Il A 1L B ER
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Paul closes this passage this way: {R#& LUSHIA R

18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s
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Prayer - perhaps the greatest defense and the most powerful weapon of all. Paul
talks about praying in the Spirit. (Story) Let God arise...and his enemies be scattered.
‘Let God have eyes, if he sees it doesn’t matter.”  Praying in the spirit reminds
me...God has eyes. He can see us and He has an opinion about what’s happening.
During the civil war, people begged the same God for opposite outcomes. Someone’s
agenda was wrong. | love that God has eyes and can see us and He will also
sometimes show you what He sees and that is the most beautiful thing ever...even
when it's not something you were hoping to see. Even when it's something that’s a long
way off. jHere at B4 we believe that we were made to participate with Him and we are
welcomed into seeing and hearing His goodness in supernatural ways that always lead
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Response: Step into the story of the power that’'s been promised to you. EIfE: FEEIRE
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Benediction. #iiE



