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When the world turned upside down Week #27
We are the unfolding story of the Holy Spirit leading the church. Acts 28:1-10
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Luke 4:18-19

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’ s favor.”
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John 20:21-22

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.” 22 And with
that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
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Actsl: 7 He said to them: “Itis not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own au-
thority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
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Acts 28: 1-10

28 Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. 2The islanders showed us un-
usual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold. 3Paul gathered
a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his
hand. 4When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, “This man
must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the seaq, the goddess Justice has not allowed him to
live.” 5But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. 6The people expected him
to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to
him, they changed their minds and said he was a god.

7 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed
us to his home and showed us generous hospitality for three days. 8His father was sick in bed, suf-
fering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him
and healed him. 9When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured.
10They honored us in many ways; and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies
we needed.
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He finally gets to Rome, and remains under house arrest until his trial--- has more preaching and teach-
ing moments for the Jew
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Act28:24 Some were convinced by what he said, but others would not believe.
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Acts 28 28 “Therefore | want you to know that God’ s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and
they will listen!” 30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and welcomed
allwho came to see him. 31 He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus
Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!
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1. The Holy Spirit is propelling us toward  “surprising encounters” with people.

2. The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was rain-
ing and cold
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2. The Holy Spirit is leading us to make Jesus known

Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fas-
tened itself on his hand. 4When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each
other, “This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the seq, the goddess Justice has
not allowed him to live.” 5But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. 6The
people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time and seeing noth-
ing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god
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3. The Holy Spirit is leading us to serve people in love and supernatural power.

7There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed
us to his home and showed us generous hospitality for three days. 8His father was sick in bed, suffer-
ing from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and
healed him. 9When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured.
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Jesus is both servant and Lord. Jesus, the one who washes feet also exercises Lordship. Therefore, the
Church is authorized to embody the Kingdom of God in society as an extension of the servant ministry
of Jesus in tender love, compassion and awesome sovereignty- Lesslie Newbiggin
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