FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Congregation of the ELCA
28200 Portsmouth Drive, Sun City, CA 92586 * (951) 679-1518
Email: faithlutheranmenifee@gmail.com
Guest Pastor: Pr. Shane Freiberg
OFFICE HOURS: Tues & Thurs 8:30 - 5:00; Fri 8:30-12:30

Worship Plan for Sunday, August 30, 2026 * 14th Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, where grace and love abound. While
we wait and prepare for a new pastor, we invite you to participate fully in the
vibrant life of the congregation, and to join us in prayer as we continue to serve
God and God's people during this time of transition.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Enriching lives through faith and God’s grace.

MEMBERS & GUESTS: Please fill out a worship attendance card found in the pew
racks. Prayer requests may be included on the reverse side for one Sunday or
bulletin publication.

INVITATION TO BAPTISM: We would like to extend to you the blessing of Baptism
and encourage you to contact the church office to be baptized.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION: Christ is truly present through the power of God's
Holy Spirit. We invite everyone to come forward and be renewed in the covenant
God made with us in our baptism. All are gladly invited and welcome. If, in coming
forward, you choose not to receive the Sacrament, we ask you to fold your hands
over your chest so you may receive a pastoral blessing. The Sacrament will be
brought to those unable to come forward to the altar (notify an usher). Available
upon request: gluten-, wheat-, corn-, dairy- and soy-free wafers.

CHILDREN’S COMMUNION: Families are encouraged to come to the rail together
during the distribution. Children who have been instructed in the meaning of Holy
Communion may receive the Sacrament or else a blessing from the Pastor.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children of all ages is immediately following
the Children’s Chat.

CELL PHONES: Please silence your cell phones before Worship.

Following worship, ALL are invited to join us for refreshments in the Fellowship Hall.



Introduction to the day

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in
God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words
about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them.
Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the
lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we
might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

GOSPEL MESSAGE: Take Up Your Cross

Jesus issues a difficult invitation to his disciples: “Take up [your] cross and follow
me” (Matthew 16:24). While the disciples may have hoped for a Messiah who
would set the world right through satisfying displays of force and strength, Jesus
offers them a different vision. His new kingdom or reign will not be built on
traditional concepts of power and glory. It is instead a kingdom centered on the
Cross.

Today we, too, may long for a mighty Messiah to put the world back in order,
throw down corrupt rulers from their thrones, and take away suffering once and
for all. And like Peter, we may find ourselves crying out in disbelief, “God forbid
it, Lord!” (v. 22) when Jesus redirects our gaze to the cross.

The cross reminds us that following Jesus requires nothing less than our whole
lives. To follow Jesus is to love our neighbors with a self-sacrificing love, to sit in
the discomfort of another’s struggle, and to be willing to lay down our own power
and privilege to see the world from our neighbor’s point of view. Following Jesus
requires practicing courage as we show up for one another in the least glamorous
moments of life: in the hospital room, at the gravesite, in the living rooms of the
brokenhearted, in the streets marching for justice. To follow Jesus is to open our
hearts to the world’s pain and to practice loving others with God’s generous love,
trusting that there is always more than enough.

Putting love of God and neighbor above power, prestige, and comfort is
countercultural. It might even get us into trouble. But through Jesus’ own life,
death, and resurrection, we are freed to enter into the world’s suffering, trusting
that God’s love always gets the last word and that we will indeed be brought to
new life through God’s resurrection power.



AM: WELCOME

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church where grace and love abound. A special
welcome to those of you here for the first time, to those joining us online, and to
our guest pastor, Pr. Shane Freiberg. During this season of Pentecost, we
celebrate all the ways in which the Holy Spirit moves us and empowers us to
strengthen our relationships with God and with our neighbors locally and
globally. As our search for a permanent pastor moves forward, so does our
ministry together. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate in all that
goes on here at Faith.

AM: ANNOUNCEMENTS
The altar flowers were provided by the Varsobias in thanksgiving for many
blessings.

This Wednesday, the 2nd is our final ice cream social for this year. Come on over
at 6:30!

This Thursday, the 4th at 4:00 is our next Bingo event! All are welcome!
This Saturday, the 5th is our next Donation Drop Off Day from 9:00 - 12:00.

God's Work Our Hands is coming up...September 13th! Your Outreach Team has
chosen the San Bernardino Community Wellness Campus (men's shelter) to be
the recipient of our church day of service. Please look in the Narthex for
information on items needed, etc.

For August, we are collecting oatmeal, grocery bags, and empty egg cartons for
the Community Cupboard.

ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS
This quarter Outreach is collecting beef sticks, beef jerky and body wash/shower
gel (any size) for MilVet.

You will find more information about what’s happening at Faith in the Narthex.

SILENCE
AM: Let us take a moment of silence to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare
for worship.



AM: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 660
Please stand as you are willing and able.
GATHERING SONG: Lift High the Cross (ELW 660)

Onelicense Song# 59074; © 1974 Hope Publishing Company; Contributors: George W Kitchin, Sydney H Nicholson, Michael R Newbolt; Tune: ©
1974 Hope Publishing Company Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Company; OnelLicense# M-402221

P: GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

P: GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made,

let us rejoice and be glad in it!

P: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P: PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake
of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and
give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN'S CHAT

P: WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST LESSON INTRODUCTION

Jeremiah laments the unhappy consequences of his having to proclaim the word
of the Lord; it has caused pain, derision, and loneliness. He accuses the Lord of
being deceitful with him. The Lord retorts rather firmly that he should repent of
his feeling sorry for himself and utter what is precious, not what is worthless. God
promises to deliver him. Jeremiah had been called to suffer for God and he didn’t
bear up very well under the pressure of his assignment. How different from Jesus
who bore his cross

LECTOR: FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21

>0 LoRrD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for
me on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on
your account | suffer insult. ° Your words were found, and | ate them, and your
words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for | am called by your
name, O LORD, God of hosts. /| did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor
did | rejoice; under the weight of your hand | sat alone, for you had filled me with
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indignation. *®* Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be
healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.
“Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, | will take you back, and you
shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn
to them. ?° And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will
fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for | am with you to save
you and deliver you, says the LorD. ** | will deliver you out of the hand of the
wicked and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM INTRODUCTION

The psalmist pleads innocence and seeks God’s vindication after being accused
of some unstated but serious crime by godless and unscrupulous enemies. Boldly
challenging Yahweh to test his heart and mind (vss.2-3), the psalmist find
reassurance in the rituals of the temple (vss. 6-7). He appears to be aware of his
coming fate, yet he cannot believe that Yahweh would deal with him as with
other, more obvious sinners (vs. 9). Unlike Jeremiah, however, he does not give
any indication of being the least bit aware of any shortcomings in his own
behavior.

LECTOR: PSALMODY: Psalm 26:1-8

! Give judgment for me, O LORD, for | have lived with integrity; | have trusted in
the LORD and have not faltered.

’Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind.

* For your steadfast love is before my eyes; | have walked faithfully with you.

“1 have not sat with the worthless, nor do | consort with the deceitful.

> | have hated the company of evildoers; | will not sit down with the wicked.

1 will wash my hands in innocence, O LorD, that | may go in procession round
your altar,

’singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8LorD, | love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory
abides.

Amen.



SECOND LESSON INTRODUCTION

Paul gives a survey of the behavioral characteristics exhibited by the person who
has consecrated his or her life to God. Such a life will be marked by the fruits of
the Spirit, like love, joy, peace, and enthusiasm. The believer will also refrain from
judging others and seeking revenge, leaving that sphere to the Lord.

LECTOR: SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

?Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '°love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ** Do not
lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. ** Rejoice in hope; be patient in
affliction; persevere in prayer. ** Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue
hospitality to strangers. *“ Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. '°> Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. ‘°Live in
harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly; do
not claim to be wiser than you are. '’ Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take
thought for what is noble in the sight of all. **If it is possible, so far as it depends
on you, live peaceably with all. ° Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says
the Lord.” ?° Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” ' Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

L: Please stand for the gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL INTRODUCTION

Christ attempts to prepare his disciples for his passion and death by warning
them that he is going to be betrayed, handed over by the religious officials,
crucified, and then raised. Peter stoutly opposes Jesus’ plan since it did not fit in
with the traditional messianic expectations. Jesus strongly puts Peter in his place
by saying, “Get behind me Satan. Get out of my way.” In opposing Jesus’ plan,
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Peter is siding with Satan, and is making it more difficult for the Lord to fulfill His
mission. It is interesting to see that Peter, the first to confess Jesus as the
Messiah, cannot understand the implications of his profession. Jesus then
announces that if anyone would be his disciple, he must be willing to take up his
cross and follow him. In other words, the follower of Jesus must be willing to
suffer and die, if need be, for the sake of the kingdom. True life comes only to the
person willing to give to the Lord.

P: GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

’From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and
on the third day be raised. ? And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” ?* But he turned and
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” ?* Then Jesus told
his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take
up their cross and follow me. ?° For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. ° For what will it profit them
if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return
for their life? ?” “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. *Truly | tell
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

AM: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 685
Please stand as you are willing and able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: Take My Life, That | May Be (ELW 685)

Public Domain; Sources: Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt; Music: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870



AM: APOSTLES' CREED

We continue as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostles' Creed.
CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

AM: Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession

PASTOR AND ASSISTING MINISTER: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God’s creation.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love
of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and
follow you in faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may
thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other
disasters. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one
another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who
work to bring peace to a world scarred by violence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe
access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear
wounds in body, mind, and spirit, especially Briana; lan Berger; Mary Booth; Rich
and Sandy Chandler; Vicki Crow; Eleanor Diaz; Doris Hays; Sarge Hunter; Don
Little; Donna McCain; Sandra Miller; Dee Mills; Michael Myers; the Raynor family;
Amy Sinclair; the Stone family; Joyce Stromberg; Nicholas Thomas; Diana Ward;
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the homebound; those in care facilities; the emergency responders; and those
grieving and anticipating surgery or tests. At this time, we also pray for those we
name aloud or silently in our hearts. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith
and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings
toward honesty and humility, always seeking genuine love. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide
the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Loving God, be with us during this time of discernment as our search for a
permanent pastor continues. Fill all Ministry Leaders and Call Committee
members with wisdom and patience as we continue to further the work of your
kingdom. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in
the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

P: PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

P: OFFERING

Let us remember at this time of Offering, that all we have and all we are given
are gifts from God. Our offerings of time, talent and treasures are expressions of
gratitude to God for all we have received. May we show abundant
gratitude. During the musical offering, the usher will bring the offering plate
forward to be lifted up to the Lord.

Please feel free to either listen to our musical offering or sing along
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MUSICAL OFFERING: NUN RUHEN ALLE WALDER (SUNG BY CONCORDIA
ALUMNI CHOIR, CONCORDIA COLLEGE, BRONXVILLE, NEW YORK)
Pr. Ken attended Concordia College in Bronxville, NY!

Public Domain; Sources: Composer/Harmonization: Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), with the underlying melody originally by
Heinrich Isaac from 1490 ("Innsbruck, ich muss dich lassen")

AM: OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav'n and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

P: INSTRUCTION FOR COMMUNION

All of God’s children are welcome to Christ’s table. Gather at the altar rail. If you
wish to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. You may
choose from red wine or white grape juice. A gluten-free option is available upon
request. If you would like communion brought to you at your seat, indicate by
raising your hand for the Assisting Minister to see and they will bring communion
to you.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.
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DURING DISTRIBUTION:
Come to the Table (sung by Sidewalk Prophets)

CCLI Song # 7036352 Ben Glover | Ben McDonald | Dave Frey; © 9t One Songs; Ariose Music; Mike Curb Music; Pencil Prophet
Publishing; Run Run Milo; For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 111573116;
Streaming License 22384499A

As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465)

Onelicense Song #00828; Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Sources: Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty
Haugen, b. 1950; Music: Marty Haugen; One License # M402221

Eat This Bread: Jesus Christ, Bread of Life (ELW 472)

OL song #00891 Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Onelicense License Number M-402221

AM: PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

P: BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Amen.

Please stand as you are willing and able.
SENDING SONG: | Have Decided to Follow Jesus

With Pr. Ken on guitar
CCLI Song #24494 © Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain; Source: Simon K. Marak; CCLI License # 111573116; Live
Stream # 22384499A

AM: INVITATION
We would like to invite guests and visitors to come and join us in the Fellowship
Hall for cookies, coffee and conversation.
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AM: DISMISSAL
AM: You have been empowered for ministry.
C: Thanks be to God. We will share the good news of Jesus.

THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Monday, the 31st: Council meets at 11:00

Tuesday, Sept. 1st: Worship & Music meets at 10:00
Wednesday, the 2nd: Ice Cream Social begins at 6:30
Thursday, the 3rd: Bingo begins at 4:00

Friday, the 4th: Al-Anon meets at 10:30

Saturday, the 5th: Donation Drop Off from 9:00-12:00
Sunday, the 6th: Worship begins at 9:30 with Pr. Rex

If you know of someone on our prayer list who no longer needs urgent prayer,
please notify the church office.

THOSE WHO SERVED TODAY: To give directly to Faith Lutheran Church
ASSISTING MINISTER: Joanne electronically, you may use one of the below
QR codes.

LECTOR: Danielle

COMMUNION SERVER: Diane M.
POWER POINT: Mike NO FEES
USHER: Diane S. R e
ATTENDANCE: Lynn

GREETER: Sandy

ALTAR GUILD: Kandie, Debbie, Diane
SOUND: Madeline

LIVE STREAM: Maddie

& vanco i

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #M-402221 and
CCLI License #11573116, #A-22384499. Images from sundaysandseasons.com used with
permission from Augsburg Fortress.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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