FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
A Congregation of the ELCA
28200 Portsmouth Drive, Sun City, CA 92586 * (951) 679-1518
Email: faithlutheranmenifee@gmail.com
Guest Pastor: Pr. Ken Puccio
OFFICE HOURS: Tues & Thurs 8:30 - 5:00; Fri 8:30-12:30

Worship Plan for Sunday, July 12, 2026 * Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, where grace and love abound. While
we wait and prepare for a new pastor, we invite you to participate fully in the
vibrant life of the congregation, and to join us in prayer as we continue to serve
God and God's people during this time of transition.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Enriching lives through faith and God’s grace.

MEMBERS & GUESTS: Please fill out a worship attendance card found in the pew
racks. Prayer requests may be included on the reverse side for one Sunday or
bulletin publication.

INVITATION TO BAPTISM: We would like to extend to you the blessing of Baptism
and encourage you to contact the church office to be baptized.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION: Christ is truly present through the power of God's
Holy Spirit. We invite everyone to come forward and be renewed in the covenant
God made with us in our baptism. All are gladly invited and welcome. If, in coming
forward, you choose not to receive the Sacrament, we ask you to fold your hands
over your chest so you may receive a pastoral blessing. The Sacrament will be
brought to those unable to come forward to the altar (notify an usher). Available
upon request: gluten-, wheat-, corn-, dairy- and soy-free wafers.

CHILDREN’S COMMUNION: Families are encouraged to come to the rail together
during the distribution. Children may receive Communion or a special blessing
from the Pastor.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Sunday School for children of all ages is immediately following
the Children’s Chat during the regular school year.

CELL PHONES: Please silence your cell phones before Worship.

Following worship, ALL are invited to join us for refreshments in the Fellowship Hall.



Introduction to the day

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is
also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds
sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we
may bear fruit in the world.

GOSPEL MESSAGE: The Generous Gardener

In this parable, Jesus tells the disciples a story of a gardener. While many people
carefully plan where to plant seeds (with some modern farmers using technology
to map out, down to the millimeter, where each seed will grow best), the
gardener in Jesus’ story scatters seed generously, almost carelessly.

As the disciples, familiar with farming and fishing, would have known deep within
themselves, things don’t come easy in this life. Faith is the same. Like seeds that
take their time, when the conditions are right to grow and bear fruit, faith isn’t
always a steady path. There are seasons of cold isolation—times when prayer and
devotions don’t warm the heart as they once did. There are seasons of scorching
busyness—times when endless distractions overwork the head enough to
overheat. Faith might look different at these times, but no matter the season,
faith is never gone.

Ultimately, faith isn’t measured down to the millimeter. Instead, this haphazardly
generous gardener extends faith into the impossible places. And when rocks, sun,
or thorns from this world and within choke this faith that God has given us, the
impossible becomes possible. In every season, God comes again and again to
sprinkle more and more seed and to reach out to us before we can even try to
grow on our own. And with time and divine Presence, that seed of faith starts to
sprout.

Because of this never-ending abundance, every season is an opportunity to
engage with God the generous gardener, whose nearness is always available and
who gives the gift of faith, no matter the conditions. Today, let the summer
breeze remind you of how close God’s Spirit is, always nurturing and providing
the abundance that is the essence of faith.



AM: WELCOME

Welcome to Faith Lutheran Church where grace and love abound. A special
welcome to those of you here for the first time, to those joining us online, and to
our guest pastor, Pr. Ken Puccio. During this season of Pentecost we celebrate all
the ways in which the Holy Spirit moves us and empowers us to strengthen our
relationships with God and with our neighbors locally and globally. As our search
for a permanent pastor moves forward, so does our ministry together. Everyone
is welcome and encouraged to participate in all that goes on here at Faith.

AM: ANNOUNCEMENTS
The altar flowers were provided by Kandie and Debbie celebrating Freddericka’s
birthday.

Our next Bingo day is Saturday, the 18th! Come on over at 3:00!

All are welcome to join the Neumen family on Monday, the 20th in the Fellowship
Hall at 1:30 to celebrate the life of Esther Neumen.

Join the Blanket Brigade! You can now check out a fleece blanket and knot it at
home as you have time. See Candy Pellechio.

On Sunday, August 9th, we will have a special blessing of the backpacks for back-
to-school. All students, teachers, and helpers please join us for this special day.
Bring your backpacks, briefcases, tote bags to be blessed as the new academic
year begins. All are welcome! All grades, all ages! Kids, grandkids, adults!

God's Work Our Hands is coming up...September 13th! Your Outreach Team has
chosen the San Bernardino Community Wellness Campus (men's shelter) to be
the recipient of our church day of service. Please look in the Narthex for
information on items needed, etc.

For July, we are collecting small jars of peanut butter, grocery bags, and empty
egg cartons for the Community Cupboard.

ONGOING ANNOUNCEMENTS
This quarter Outreach is collecting beef sticks, beef jerky and body wash/shower
gel (any size) for MilVet.

You will find more information about what’s happening at Faith in the Narthex.



SILENCE
AM: Let us take a moment of silence to quiet our hearts and minds and prepare
for worship.

AM: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 513
Please stand as you are willing and able.
GATHERING SONG: Listen, God Is Calling: Neno lake Mungu (ELW 513)

One License Song #01607; Text © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Arr. © 1968
Austin C. Lovelace, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Sources: Text: Tanzanian traditional; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922; Music: Tanzanian
tune; arr. Austin C. Lovelace, b. 1919; One License # M-402221

P: GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

P: GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made,

let us rejoice and be glad in it!

P: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we
may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus



Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P: PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith
and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN'S CHAT: It All Depends on the Dirt

P: WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST LESSON INTRODUCTION

This text emphasizes the power and on the effectiveness of the spoken Word of
God within the prophetic traditions. Here the Isaiah traditions continue the
thought of Psalm 65 with an analogy that compares the spoken Word of the
inspired individual of God to the rain and the snow that comes down from the
sky to enliven the earth.

This emphasis on the value of the spoken Word of God and on the power that
comes from God through the proclamation of the Word of God is certainly
needed in our time. Even when we do not see any immediate results, the Word
does not return to God empty-handed.

LECTOR: FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
0For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there
until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed



to the sower and bread to the eater, ‘' so shall my word be that goes out from
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which |
purpose and succeed in the thing for which | sent it. *? For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into
song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. ‘°Instead of the thorn
shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it
shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut
off.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM INTRODUCTION

This is essentially a song of thanksgiving for an abundant harvest. In a land where
drought was common, this psalm is a hymn of thanksgiving for plentiful spring
rain. It is a song of assurance and hope.

LECTOR: PSALMODY: Psalm 65:9-13

?You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river
of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
©You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you
soften the ground and bless its increase.

“You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.
2 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed
with joy.

3May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing.

Amen.

SECOND LESSON INTRODUCTION

Complex as it is, its essential message of this passage is clear: the Spirit gives life.
Paul gives explicit detail of how this came about: God sent his Son into the world
as an ordinary human being. Jesus’ God-given mission was to deal with human
sin and the alienation from God which sin causes. He did this by living our human
life and meeting every requirement of the law. The Spirit of God which was in
Jesus now dwells in us so that we too may live as he lived in fellowship with God.
The power of God that raised Jesus from the dead now gives us spiritual life.



LECTOR: SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11

' Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. * For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and
of death. ° For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, “so that the just requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh,
but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. ° To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is
life and peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God;
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, ®and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God. ? But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. '°But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of
sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of him who raised
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

L: Please stand for the Gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL INTRODUCTION

The familiar parable of the sower and the seed describes varying types of spiritual
growth and failure to grow. The second part of the reading presents a typical
allegorical explanation of it. It has but one intended meaning: God will bless the
work of Jesus and the disciples abundantly, so they need not be discouraged. That
speaks well to us when the Christian life is not easy.

P: GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.



'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. ?Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. * And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. “ And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
a path, and the birds came and ate them up. °> Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no
depth of soil. ® But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no
root, they withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked them. ® Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some
a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. ° If you have ears, hear!” ‘¢ “Hear, then,
the parable of the sower. > When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in
the heart; this is what was sown on the path. ?° As for what was sown on rocky
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy,
“Lyet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away.
’2 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but
the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
3 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON: “Scattering the Seed” by Pr. Ken Puccio

AM: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 661
Please stand as you are willing and able.
HYMN OF THE DAY: I Love to Tell the Story (ELW 661)

With Pr. Ken on guitar
Public Domain; Sources: Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911; Music: William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

AM: APOSTLES' CREED

We continue as we confess our faith using the words of the Apostles' Creed.
CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy



Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

AM: Please be seated for the Prayers of Intercession

PASTOR AND ASSISTING MINISTER: PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to
cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our
actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation
rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead.
Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm
throughout the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school
meals, for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically
ill who have exhausted their resources, and for those in need, especially Briana;
lan Berger; Mary Booth; Judy Brosz; Rich and Sandy Chandler; Vicki Crow; Eleanor
Diaz; Doris Hays; Sarge Hunter; Mike Latchford; Don Little; Donna McCain; Sandra
Miller; Dee Mills; Michael Myers; the family of Esther Neumen; Janet Oster; Amy
Sinclair; Joyce Stromberg; Kiki Thomas; Nicholas Thomas; Diana Ward; the
homebound; those in care and rehab facilities; the emergency responders; and
those grieving and anticipating surgery or tests. At this time, we also pray for
those we name aloud or silently in our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer
season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may
visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history.
We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, be with us during this time of discernment as our search for a
permanent pastor continues. Fill all Ministry Leaders and Call Committee
members with wisdom and patience as we continue to further the work of your
kingdom. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all
our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

P: PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

P: OFFERING

Let us remember at this time of Offering, that all we have and all we are given
are gifts from God. Our offerings of time, talent and treasures are expressions of
gratitude to God for all we have received. May we show abundant
gratitude. During the musical offering, the usher will bring the offering plate
forward to be lifted up to the Lord.

Please feel free to either listen to our musical offering or sing along
MUSICAL OFFERING: “At the Foot of the Cross” (written and sung by Kathryn

Scott)

Onelicense Song # 48354 Text © 1964 World Library Publications. 3708 River Road, Suite 400. Franklin Park, IL 60131-
2158. www.wlpmusic.com. All rights reserved.; Tune: Public Domain; Copyright: Text: Augsburg Fortress Sources: Text: Omer
Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.; Tune: Music: Welsh folk tune; One License # M-402221

AM: OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.



God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with
these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

P: INSTRUCTION FOR COMMUNION

All of God’s children are welcome to Christ’s table. Gather at the altar rail. If you
wish to receive a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest. You may
choose from red wine or white grape juice. A gluten-free option is available upon
request. If you would like communion brought to you at your seat, indicate by
raising your hand for the Assisting Minister to see and they will bring communion
to you.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen.

DURING DISTRIBUTION:
Come to the Table (sung by Sidewalk Prophets)

CCLI Song # 7036352 Ben Glover | Ben McDonald | Dave Frey; © 9t One Songs; Ariose Music; Mike Curb Music; Pencil Prophet
Publishing; Run Run Milo; For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI License # 111573116;
Streaming License 22384499A

I am the Bread of Life (ELW 485)

Onelicense Song #00044; Text and music © 1966 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission; sung by Suzanne Toolan and Sunday 7pm Choir; Text:
Suzanne Toolan, rsm, b. 1927, based on John 6; Music: Suzanne Toolan, RSM; One License #M-402221

Eat This Bread: Jesus Christ, Bread of Life (ELW 472)

OL song #00891 Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL
60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Onelicense License Number M-402221

AM: PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.



Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

P: BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and = give you peace.
Amen.

P: PLEASE TURN TO HYMN 547
Please stand as you are willing and able.
SENDING SONG: Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547)

Onelicense Song # 48354 Text © 1964 World Library Publications. 3708 River Road, Suite 400. Franklin Park, IL 60131-
2158. www.wlpmusic.com. All rights reserved.; Tune: Public Domain; Copyright: Text: Augsburg Fortress Sources: Text: Omer
Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.; Tune: Music: Welsh folk tune; One License # M-402221

AM: INVITATION
We would like to invite guests and visitors to come and join us in the Fellowship
Hall for cookies, coffee and conversation.

AM: DISMISSAL
AM: You have been empowered for ministry.
C: Thanks be to God. We will share the good news of Jesus.

THIS WEEK AT FAITH
Tuesday, the 14th: Hymn Planners meet at 10:00; Outreach meets at 2:30
Wednesday, the 15th: Menifee Reads! Book Club meets at 7:00

Thursday, the 16th: Snip 'N Stitch begins at 9:00; Menifee Reads! Book Club
meets at 2:00

Friday, the 17th: Al-Anon meets at 10:30
Saturday, the 18th: Bingo begins at 3:00
Sunday, the 19th: Worship begins at 9:30 with Roderick Sinclair

If you know of someone on our prayer list who no longer needs urgent prayer,
please notify the church office.



THOSE WHO SERVED TODAY: To give directly to Faith Lutheran Church
ASSISTING MINISTER: Mars electronically, you may use one of the below

QR codes.
LECTOR: David M.
COMMUNION SERVER: Karla E5k 3R
POWER POINT: Candy _ wores E F e
USHER: Annie — £
ATTENDANCE: Shirley = T8-S

GREETER: Dave F. o
ALTAR GUILD: Mars and Diane :
SOUND: Madeline

LIVE STREAM: Maddie

went out to

SOW

MATTHEW 13:3

Permission to stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, #M-402221 and
CCLI License #11573116, #A-22384499. Images from sundaysandseasons.com used with
permission from Augsburg Fortress.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



