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Pastor Phil 

A Non-Transactional God 

 I love spring time.  All the green that is starting to come out. We see new life not only in plants, but birds and 
bees are happening all around as well. More new life on the way! 
 One of Easter’s messages is ‘new life’. The butterfly has long been a symbol of Easter. The transformation of 
life from a caterpillar and apparent death only give way to a butterfly and new and vibrant life. 
 A recent study by the Pew Foundation found that Christianity’s decline in America has come to an ebb. It 
appears we hit a point where people are no longer leaving churches in droves as we have seen in the past few 
decades. This decline has always caused me to reflect on why? Why did Christianity lose its relevance? Does 
Christianity help people live their lives? Does it not speak to contemporary issues that we all struggle with? This has 
been my quest. My answer… Christianity needs to make clear its understanding of God. Yes, as a Lutheran, I will 
always hang my hat on GRACE. God’s love that is not earned, but only needs to be received. Grace is God’s nature. 
Grace is who God is. Grace is non-transactional. 
 This Sunday we are looking at the parable of the Prodigal Son, Luke 15:11. Prodigal means “wasteful”. We 
often think that the young son who squandered all his inheritance is the wasteful one. I think most scholars accept 
that Jesus told this parable to shock people into a new understanding of God. “The Parable of the Wasteful Father”, 
might be a better name. Parables have a shock value. The shock comes when the father see his son returning home 
and run to greet him; no questions asked. The parable says, the father “saw the son from afar”, and ran to greet him.  
Wow, that speaks to the father’s heart! No questions or inquiries from the father… read the story. There are other 
important verses often over looked as well. 
 What a welcome this wasteful son received. The wasteful father dressed his wasteful son with a robe, a 
fattened calf was slaughtered, a ring was put on the wasteful son’s finger and everyone had a party… except the 
older son. The older son lived a transactional relationship with the father. He expected better treatment because he 
stayed behind, worked on the farm, and was always by his father’s side. The older son is the one who should get the 
party, the ring, and the robe. 
 The crux of the parable hangs on verse Luke 15:17, the young wasteful son “came to himself”, in other 
words, he had a revelation. His revelation was a deep understanding of his wasteful father’s nature. He came to an 
understanding that his father was wasteful with compassion, forgiveness, and love. This realization, this coming to 
himself, transformed him, and he changed direction and headed home, to a new life. He changed. The wasteful 
father was who he always was and will be. Sometimes it takes the bottom falling out for people to see things from a 
new perspective.   
 Christianity today has a belief that we receive grace from God because Jesus died for our sins. This is a 
transactional relationship and misses the point of much of Jesus’ teachings. Jesus died because he lived his 
principles, stayed true to himself, and spoke and acted for justice. That is what got him killed. Did the father demand 
an animal sacrifice to forgive his son? Did the father expect his young son to kneel at his feet and kiss his ring? Did 
the father need a human sacrifice to forgive? No, No, No. It was the father’s nature to be wasteful with forgiveness, 
love, and compassion. My personal faith or belief is that when I come to this transformational understanding of God, 
it will change me as well. I have left behind transactional Christianity, and it has breathed new life into me. 
 This type of Christianity can change lives. This type of Christianity is transformational. This type of Christianity 
is non-transactional. This is the center of the Easter transformation that is possible for each of us. Welcome your 
wastefully loving and compassionate God into your life this Easter.   Know God loves you! Pastor Phil 
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Your Church Council met on March 18th. 
Items on the Agenda included: 
 Discussion with Maureen DeBellis, Spiritual Director 
 Handwriting Analysis Workshop Outreach Project 
 Scholarships 
 Bell/Chime Tower Restoration 
 Scholarship Committee 
 Grant Application Aptitude - Safety (Lights/Cameras) 
 Connections with Each Other Team Lead & Coffee Hour Coordinator 
 Audit Team 
 New Insurance Carrier Quote 

The Church Council will meet on Tuesday, April 15th 

at 7pm in the Church Library. 

     Church   Learning Center   TOTAL  

 Receipts    $120,029   $131,890    $251,919 
 Expenses -$  98,659  -$134,390  -$232,926 
 TOTAL   $  21,493  -$    2,500   $  18,993 
          

        Budgeted Giving $70,237 
Year to Date thru February 2025 Actual Giving $88,761 

APRIL 
VOLUNTEERS 6 13 20 27 

COFFEE HOUR  Palm Sunday Easter Brunch 

SOUND TECH Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank 

A/V TECH Kevin Gough Ken Doremus Mark Stana Kevin Gough 

COMMUNION 
Sue Gruver 

Sheryl Caliguire 
 

9am TBD 
11am Donna B/De D 

 

GREET/USHER 
Carol Dishmon 

Leeanne Weirback 
Scott & Jodie Raab 

9am Karpas 
11am TBD 

Barbara & Bob 
Pasternak 

READER Angela Drake Judy CC 9am M Horvath Youth 

WORSHIP Enid Rank Cheryl Glasker 
9am J Boos 

11am C Lawler 
Youth 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN 

BOOKCLUB 

————————— 

BookClub Meets April 28th  
“Pearce Oysters”  
 by Joselyn Takacs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

————————— 
Last Monday of the Month 

7:00pm in the Church Library or Zoom 
————————— 

COMPLIMENTARY COPIES 
available while supplies last 

Golden Vale, Louisiana, is a hardscrabble coastal town 80 
miles south of New Orleans but worlds away culturally. For 
generations, families have made their living working in 
commercial fishing or in the petroleum industry. After the 
sudden death of his father, thirty-five-year-old Jordan Pearce 
becomes the unwitting head of his family's storied oyster 
company. Amid Jordan's struggles with flighty employees, a 
fraught romantic life, living with his distressed, widowed 
mother, and a fishery that's been on life support for years, the 
Deepwater Horizon oil rig suddenly explodes off the coast of 
Louisiana, prompting one of the worst environmental 
disasters in history. 
As fallout from the explosion and subsequent oil spill 
intensifies, Jordan must grapple with the existential 
repercussions for his family, and the surrounding community, 
which has already seen its fair share of hardship, having just 
barely recovered from Hurricane Katrina. Forced to seek help 
from his estranged brother, Benny―a beatnik musician who 
ran away to New Orleans years ago―Jordan and what's left of 
the quarrelsome Pearce clan are reunited under one roof, 
alongside a cast of unforgettable regional characters. 
Jordan’s desperation to save the business, coupled with 
Benny’s desire to distance himself from his past, test the 
bonds of their family and the strength of their principles. 
Together, they must commit to saving this long-overlooked 
corner of the Gulf Coast―a final act of hope in the face of 
impending tragedy. 
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Christ Lutheran Church 
69 Main Street, Hellertown 
brings its Congregants AND  Community... 

 
 
 

 Reiki 
COMPLIMENTARY  Half-Hour Sessions 
 with a Reiki Master 
APPOINTMENTS  highly recommended and greatly appreciated 

Monday, May 5th, 5:30-7:15pm 
Contact Judy Chernikovich-Clemens for details 
and to schedule your appointment today! 
 610-657-2607      jbird1952@yahoo.com 

February “Sharing Love” Campaign Highlights 
supported by Thrivent grants 

♥ Donuts for Valentine’s Day: 14 doz. Lower Saucon & Hellertown Ambulance, Fire 
 and Police, Heintzelman Funeral Home, Church Staff, Habitat ReStore, Trendz, 
 Northampton & Front St. Apts, Wilten Volunteer Work Session 
♥ Celebrating the Heart of Women: Heart Pin for Feb. 7th National Wear Red Day 
♥ Valentine Cards for the Homebound: 22 ct. 
♥ Sunday School Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ Faith Community Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ Staff Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ Riverton Personal Care Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ Riverton Health Center Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ Meal Ministry Homebound Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ Chair Yoga Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ GIGGLES Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ Men’s Group Valentine Treat Bags 
♥ Learning Center Staff Meeting Valentine Treat Bags  

Food Bank • 

• Collection 
Specially Requested Items 

for April: 
 

Cereal 
Canned Vegetables 

Paper Products 

RED WAGON 
 Drop-Off 
 in the Volunteer Room 
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FROM YOUR ECO TEAM  

 If you’re wondering how you can do something ecologically healthy and are thinking about the drought that 
is still hanging around, I have a suggestion. If you have a yard, this could save water and help your flowers look 
lovely. You should install a water barrel under or next to a house drain spout. You can buy a rain barrel at a garden 
center, in the garden section of a big box store or on line from any number of stores/companies. Capture the rain 
that otherwise flows into storm drains and you will have it available to water your garden when rain is not expected 
again soon. Rain seems to come and go fast enough that a big amount does leave via storm drains. Plus it’s excellent 
for your plants as there are no chemicals added like chlorine, fluoride or who knows what! You can access the water 
via a spigot that is generally included attached to your barrel. Some people raise up their water barrel so they can 
plop a watering can underneath the spigot. You could use bricks to raise the barrel. Most commercially available 
rain barrels have a filter to keep out twigs, leaves or debris. 
 A alternative suggestion is to build your own water barrel using a food grade 40 gallon plastic barrel and a 
spigot bought at the hardware store and then installed on the barrel. It’s not terribly complicated and if you get a 
barrel cheaply or even free it is an excellent alternative to buying a fancy water barrel. Those homemade barrels can 
be made so you can use a spigot or even dip from the top opening you could make. If you have a wide top opening 
you should add a tablespoon of Clorox every summer month to kill any mosquito larvae that are in your barrel. 
 You can put 2 or more barrels in one spot and link them up with some hosing so as the first one gets full, the 
second one then fills. I have 3 linked like that. I love it for serious rain events that might fill multiple barrels around 
your yard. Give some thought to having a rain barrel. It is a good passive way to use rain water and it’s good for 
your plants. 

         Angela Drake, ECO Editor at Large 



 

 

Michael Homa 1st 

David Kinker 1st 

Sally Murphy 2nd 

Christopher Nagy 2nd 

Joan Dries 3rd 

Thomas Austin 4th 

Logan Clouser 4th 

Brynn Geyer 4th 

John Seasholtz 7th 

Jenna Meier 8th 

John Snyder 8th 

Juliet Evans 9th 

Luke Evans 9th 

Lori Martin 9th 

Kurtis Rank 9th 

Robert Stauffer 9th 

Mark Wilten 11th 

Kim Blake 12th 

Mike Brzezicki 12th 

Glenn Clouser 12th 

Cheryl Lawler 12th 

Lincoln Penske 12th 

Frank Doklan 13th 

Bre Barket 14th 

Joann Deppert 14th 

Larry Frederick 15th 

Everly Habick 16th 

David Jackson 18th 

Austin Reich 18th 

April Rose 19th 

Sophia Savant 19th 

Elizabeth Wolfe 19th 

Mari-Lyn Young 19th 

J. Barrett Geyer 20th 

Gavin Laslo 20th 

Allen Wolfe 20th 

Derek Kares 21st 

Robert Nagy 21st 

Lillyan Chambers 26th 

Natascha Kares 26th 

Shaun Reily 26th 

Barbara Kutzera 27th 

Sean Fenoff 28th 

Madison Laslo 28th 

Louis Savant 28th 

Tony Savant 28th 

Richard Borovies 29th 

Cheryl Enslin 29th 

Patrick Jackson 30th 

Elizabeth Schroeder 30th 

April Birthdays 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
Lorita & Herb Musselman 4/7/1956 

 Donna & Bill Bergstresser 4/13/1980 

   Marianna & Tony Tlush 4/14/2012 

    Lynne & Joe Nork 4/24/1982 
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Meal Ministry 
Monday 
April 28th 

Lite fare delivery to the homebound 

Enid Rank 
Faith Community Nurse 

If you have any questions or would like 
any additional information on anything 
listed on this page, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. 

nurse@clcht.org 
610-349-2970 

Easter Baskets 
for our Homebound and Seniors 

 

Looking for individuals, families or Ministry 
Teams who would like to create and donate an 
Easter basket for a Senior. Please contact Enid 
Rank: 610-349-2970 or nurse@clcht.org  
for more information.  

 

Care Giving Team • Faith Community Nurse 

GIGGLES Women’s Group  

Girls In God Growing Loving Eating Sharing 

Wednesdays with Enid 

10:00am in the South Lounge 
 

  April 9th & 16th 

  Special Presentation:  Judaism 
  by Claire Kostbar 

Visit our Information Room off the Narthex for Educational Materials 

Saucon Valley Manor 
Hellertown ~ Pennsylvania 

 
 
 
 
 
 

April 24, 2025  2:00pm 

Spring Worship Service 



 

 

  1 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 
 

2 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

6/7pm Lenten 
Soup/Service 
New Jerusalem 

3 4 5 
9:30am Yoga 
 

11am Choir & Song 
Leader Rehearsal 

6 COMMUNION 

9am Adult Education 
9am Communion 
         Class 
10am Worship w/ 
           Communion  

11am  Conf Class 2 

7 
 

8 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 
 

9   
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

6/7pm Lenten 
Soup/Service 
1st UCC 

10 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm 
Bible Study 
 

5:30pm  Quilters 

11 
 

12 
9:30am Yoga 
 

11am Choir & Song 
Leader Rehearsal 

13 PALM SUNDAY 

9am Adult Education 

9am Communion 
         Class 
10am Worship 
11am Conf Class 1 

14 
 
 

 
 

15 

10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

7pm Church Council 

16 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

17 MAUNDY 
     THURSDAY 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm 
Bible Study 
 

7pm Maundy 
Thursday Service 

18 GOOD 
      FRIDAY 
7pm Good Friday 
          Service 

19 

9:30am Yoga 

20 EASTER 

9am Traditional 
         Service 
11am Celebration 
            Service 

21  22 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

23 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

10am-Noon 
Lunch Prep & Serve 
New Bethany 

 

24 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm 
Bible Study 
 

2pm 
Spring Service 
SV Manor 
 

5:30pm  Quilters 

25 
7:30pm 
Singin’ in the Rain 
DeSales University 

26 
9:30am Yoga 

27 YOUTH SUNDAY 

9am Adult Education 
9am Communion 
         Class 
10am Worship 
11am Brunch 
11am Conf Class 1 
Noon Newcomer  
           Orientation 

28 
11am Meal Ministry 
 

1:30pm 
Communion Rounds 
SV Manor 
 

7pm BookClub 
 

29 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

30 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

   

   Sunday        Monday       Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday      Saturday 

APRIL  CALENDAR 
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Youth & Family Minister 
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9am to 2pm      Josh Gulotta 
E-mail: yfm@clcht.org 

Easter doesn’t last one day – Easter is an entire season, from the Feast of the Resurrection 
on March 31st all the way to the day before Pentecost on May 18th. That’s a lot of holiday! 
Consider expanding your celebrations and including some of these lesser-known traditions 
to your family time: 

 
 
 Fly a Kite 
Bermuda is home of the Easter lily, but local Bermudans also celebrate the holiday by 
flying kites in honor of the ascension of Christ.  

 
 
    Easter Egg Trees 
The modern Christmas tree has deep roots in German traditions. Did you know Germans 
decorate their trees for Easter too? Pull out your tabletop Christmas tree and make some 
ornaments out of leftover plastic eggs. 

 
 
    Easter Fires 
Most holidays are accompanied by family campfires in some part of the world, and Easter 
is no different. From Cyprus to the Caribbean, Easter Fires are a cherished part of 
celebrations. (Fire jumping is also popular, but I wouldn’t recommend this for your little 
ones!) 

 
 
   Paper Cuttings 

Americans are fond of cutting paper snowflakes during the winter months; in Denmark, 
the tradition is more closely associated with Easter, where the cut patterns resemble the 
elaborate patterns of Danish colored eggs. 



 

 

PASTOR: 

Phil Spohn 

pspohn@clcht.org 

 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTER: 

Josh Gulotta 

yfm@clcht.org 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Barry Stauffer 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR: 

Chip Rust 

crust@clcht.org 

 
FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE: 

Enid Rank 

nurse@clcht.org 

 
MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Stephen Wysocki 

swysocki@clcht.org 

 

ASST MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Bonnie Banks-Beers 

bbanksbeers@clcht.org 

 
COMMUNICATIONS SPEC: 

Debbi Pereira 

dpereira@clcht.org 

 
SEXTON: 

Pete Kapustiak 

sexton@clcht.org 

 

 
DIRECTOR 

LEARNING CENTER: 

Nancy Frederick 

nfrederick@clcht.org 

 
ASST DIRECTOR 

LEARNING CENTER: 

Jaclyn Ruch 

jruch@clcht.org 

PRESIDENT: 

Brenda Tarulli 

11btarulli@gmail.com 

 

VICE PESIDENT: 

Ed Alosi 

ejalosi@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY: 

Kelly Meyer 

km77ru@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER: 

John Varady 

johnvarady@rcn.com 

Judy Chernikovich-Clemens 

jbird1952@yahoo.com 

 

Ken Doremus 

kdorem@gmail.com 

 

Dale Hazel 

hdalehazel44@gmail.com 

 

Claire Kostbar 

ckostbar54@gmail.com 

 

Mandy Mayer 

mayer512531@gmail.com 

 

Judy Meier 

jemeier3@yahoo.com 

 

Sam Raup 

samuel.raup@gmail.com 

 

Regina Sands-Corl 

techscokomuf@ptd.net 

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

TEAM LEADERS 

CARE GIVING: 

Enid Rank 

enid1@ptd.net 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Each Other: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Our Community: 

Kelly Anne Suarez 

kelly.anne.suarez@gmail.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION: 

Bre Barket 

brianne.barket@gmail.com 

FINANCE: 

Jim McCallister 

jwmccallister5@gmail.com 

 

MUTUAL MINISTRY: 

Lou Savant 

lousavant4@gmail.com 

 

OUTREACH: 

Kim Blake 

kblake0412@gmail.com 

 

PROPERTY: 

Mike Karpa 

mike.karpa@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC: 

Kurt Rank 

kerank@ptd.net 


