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“Lyndon Harris, priest in charge of  St. Paul's Chapel, NY City, pictured here outside the chapel, across from the 
collapsed World Trade Center towers. For 8 months following the terrorist attack, he helped run a ministry that 
provided food, counselling, and respite to emergency personnel and workers at Ground Zero.” 

 

The Future of  Our Past:  
A Conversation about Tragedy and Community Healing for the 25th Anniversary of  9/11 

 

Meet Lyndon Harris 
Inspirational Speaker, Forgiveness Coach, Workshop Leader, and Author 

 

Sunday, September 13th, 7:00pm 
in the Sanctuary or via Zoom 

 

In commemoration of  the 25th anniversary of  the 9/11 attacks, 
please join us for an evening of  conversation and stories from the 
firsthand accounts of  Lyndon Harris, former Ground Zero priest, 
who served at Saint Paul's Chapel in NYC in the immediate after-
math of  the September 11th attacks. 
 

Harris will explore what the 25th anniversary might teach us as we 
move from tragedy toward hope and healing, acknowledging that 
every community has its own Ground Zero. Drawing on his 
experiences serving at Ground Zero in New York City and his own 
journey through PTSD, depression, and recovery, Harris explores 
forgiveness, not as forgetting or excusing wrongdoing but as an 
evidence-based practice that can help us reclaim our future from the 
burdens of  our past. 
  

Harris is the author of  the recently published memoir, Forgiveness at 
Ground Zero: A Journey of  Service, Loss and Redemption After 9/11. 

  

Meet Lyndon Harris, hear his moving personal story, and learn the 
meaning of forgiveness after the 25th anniversary of 9/11. 
 

This event is OPEN TO THE PUBLIC and FREE OF CHARGE. 



 3 

 

C
o
u

n
cil C

o
rn

er 
           Council Corner

 Church Council last met on August 18th 
 

Summer is coming to a close, school is in session, 
and we celebrate going back to our regular activity 
schedule as Pastor Phil and Josh change their roles 
at the same time, with the support and oversight of 
the Council. The Council is focused on making our 
website and on-line presence more inviting to anyone 
searching for a church, and adding more content for our 
members. We are also focused on building strong Teams 
and better Connections with them and their Leaders.  
Enjoy the new season, hope to see you on Sunday. 

 

 Church Council will meet next on September 15th 

SEPTEMBER 

VOLUNTEERS 6 13 20 27 

COFFEE HOUR  
Faith Community Nurse 

Grandparents Day 
GWOH 

BRUNCH 
Carol Dishmon 
Claire Kostbar 

SOUND TECH Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank Kurt Rank 

A/V TECH Kevin Gough Ken Doremus Mark Stana Kevin Gough 

COMMUNION 
Kim Blake 

Sharon Coe 
  

QUIET COMMUNION 
Enid Rank 

GREET/USHER 
Teresa Mackey 
Steven Barnes 

Elaine Snyder 
Leeanne Weirback 

Barbara & Bob 
Pasternak 

Jeanette & Ed 
Alosi 

READINGS Corky Blake Mason Eisenbraun Cheryl Lawler Jeanette Boos 

PRAYERS Carolyn Raudenbush Angela Drake Cheryl Glasker Enid Rank 

           Year-to-Date July 2026 
   Church   Learning Center  TOTAL 
 Receipts    $384,927   $580,214    $965,141  
 Expenses -$374,814  -$557,450  -$932,264 
 TOTAL  $  10,113   $  22,764   $   32,877 
 

Pledges Budgeted $307,820      Pledges Received $285,110 
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Christ Lutheran Church 
69 Main Street, Hellertown 
brings its Congregants AND  Community... 

 
 
 

 Reiki 
COMPLIMENTARY  Half-Hour Sessions 
 with a Reiki Master 
APPOINTMENTS  highly recommended and greatly appreciated 

Monday, September 14th, 5:00-7:00pm 
Contact Judy Chernikovich-Clemens for details 
and to schedule your appointment today! 
 610-657-2607      jbird1952@yahoo.com 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN 

BOOKCLUB 

————————— 

BookClub Meets September 28th  
“Tiffany Girls”  
 by Shelley Nobel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

————————— 
7:00pm in the Church Library or Zoom 

————————— 
COMPLIMENTARY COPIES 
available while supplies last 

Q U E S T I O N I N G 

Capital Punishment 

from ‘Living the Questions’ is a 
DVD series that we will watch and 
discuss each Sunday. Join us in 
the Church Library or on Zoom. 
9:00-9:45am. 

 

Sister Helen Prejean, author of 
Dead Man Walking, is a leading 
abolitionist of the death penalty. 
Through her ministry as a spiritual 
advisor to condemned inmates, 
she challenges society to confront 
the systemic racism, poverty, and 
institutional violence embedded in 
capital punishment, urging a shift 
toward compassion over 
vengeance. 
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Climate Change Is Real - and It Is Here Now 
 
A few weeks ago, I invited several friends over for lunch and conversation. Our ages ranged from 75 to 86, 
and everyone present was college educated. I mention this because our discussion covered many topics, 
including climate change. 
The overwhelming consensus among my guests was that they were not worried about climate change 
because they would all be dead before it became an issue that directly affected them. 
I was stunned. 
I reminded them that they had spent more than seventy years benefiting from everything the Earth has 
provided. 

 • You have breathed the oxygen produced by trees. 

 • You have eaten vegetables, grains, and livestock sustained by fertile soil, as well as fish that  
  thrived in healthy rivers, lakes, and oceans. 

 • You have drunk the water delivered by the Earth's natural rain cycle. 

 • You have lived in a climate that was once relatively predictable. Farmers and gardeners  
  could count on the seasons, knowing when rains would come and when they would not. 
  That predictability allowed communities to grow food and flourish. 
Children growing up today will never know that same certainty. 
I was troubled by how easily we can convince ourselves that, because we may not live to see the worst 
consequences, the problem no longer belongs to us. I don't believe we have that luxury. Every generation 
inherits the Earth from those who came before, and every generation leaves it to those who follow. 
Climate change is not some distant threat that will arrive centuries from now. It is happening today. 
Ask the people of Spokane, Washington, who have watched their homes burn. Three major wildfires 
converging near the state's second-largest city have destroyed hundreds of homes and buildings and 
forced tens of thousands of people to evacuate just a few days ago. 
Look at France and Spain, where record-breaking wildfires have driven hundreds of thousands of people 
from their homes. One French official described it as the largest peacetime evacuation in the country's 
modern history.  
Could we someday see devastating wildfires in Hellertown or Lower Saucon? 
I believe we could. 
Our local volunteer fire companies are dedicated and courageous, but they were not designed to battle the 
kind of enormous  wind-driven, high-temperature, fast-moving wildfires that are becoming more common 
around the world. 
Nearly every summer now is declared the hottest on record, only to be surpassed by the next one. Unless 
we dramatically reduce the greenhouse gas emissions that are warming our atmosphere, that trend is 
expected to continue. 
The Lehigh Valley has already experienced smoky skies from Canadian wildfires. If those fires become 
more frequent and more intense—as scientists project—they will continue to affect the air we breathe, 
even hundreds of miles away. 
Government policies matter because they influence how quickly we transition to cleaner sources of energy. 
But responsibility doesn't rest with elected officials alone. Every community, every business, and every 
household have choices to make. The future we leave our children and grandchildren will reflect those 
choices.  
Every morning at sunrise, I step outside to pray. 
My prayer begins: 
 "To the universe, seen and unseen, I send my thanks for all the blessings in my life. 
 To the Earth, thank you for all that you provide for my health, comfort, and safety so freely." 
The Earth has sustained each of us throughout our lives. 
I thank the Earth for the gifts it has freely given me throughout my life. Gratitude, however, is more than 
words. It calls us to action. 
The Earth has cared for us for generations. 
The question is whether we will care for it—and for the generations who come after us. 
How will you give back to the earth for what you have taken? 
 
         Nancy DeVogel, ECO Team Contributor 



 

 

“Back to School” SUPPLY DRIVE 2026 
Christ Lutheran recently collected school supplies for students in the Saucon 
Valley Area School District. The supplies are being distributed through the 
Hellertown Area Food Bank.  We collected 415 items (boxes of  pencils, 
markers, pens, notebooks, folders, etc.). Broken down further, we've collected 
1,594 crayons, 570 markers, 808 pencils, 170 pens, 117 notebooks and many 
other items. 

  We thank you most kindly for your generous support. Corky Blake 
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September Birthdays 

Lawrence Achey 1st 

Denise Adams 1st 

Kelly Meyer 1st 

Christine Sem 2nd 

Kimberly Kemmerer 3rd 

Jane Wachinski 4th 

Josue Davila 5th 

Deborah Martin 5th 

Brett Gawronski 6th 

Theodore Arnold 8th 

Jillian Werbisky 8th 

Conner Pierce 9th 

Aaron Harley 10th 

Caitlin McNeish 10th 

John Sagrati 12th 

Iris Kubisek 15th 

Lilian Kubisek 15th 

Maile Lentz 15th 

Teresa Mackey 15th 

Lee Wagner 15th 

Sharon Harley 16th 

David Mayer 17th 

Diane Ackerman 18th 

Amanda Raup 18th 

John Jacoby 19th 

Richard Smith 19th 

Joe Tarulli 20th 

Addison Anthony 21st 

Francene Drake 21st 

Janette Moyer 21st 

Bonnie Wismer 21st 

Donna Jenny 22nd 

Sandy Moran 22nd 

Rick Weirback 22nd 

Adyson Staruck 23rd 

Dianne Herstich 26th 

Penelope Pyles 26th 

Ethan Braxmeier 27th 

Drew Hamman 27th 

Colin Harley 27th 

Glenn Riegel 27th 

Robert Rogers 27th 

Ronald Weirbach 27th 

Drew Kmetz 29th 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
Dave & Mandy Mayer  9/1/2012 

 Bob & Chris Uttard  9/8/1973 

  Glenn & Mariah Butterfield  9/10/2011 

   Dave & Kathy Jackson  9/16/1994 

    Cliff & Kay Cole  9/18/1993 

     Tim Brown & Kelly-Anne Suarez  9/20/2017 

      Tim & Leigh Feather  9/20/2003 

     Chris & Ali Myers  9/20/2014 

    Steven Barnes & Teresa Mackey  9/9/21/1991  

   Jason & Ashley Viegas  9/23/2023 

  Michael & Ursula Merriman  9/24/1994 

 John & Gail Varady  9/28/1968 

Zach & Bre Barket  9/29/2018 



 

 

B I B L E 

STUDY 

THURSDAYS 

12:15—1:15pm 

In THE Church Library 

or VIA Zoom 

MEN’S GROUP 

Tuesdays AT noon 
 

IN THE church library 

or VIA zoom 
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Meal Ministry 
Monday 

September 28th 
Lite fare delivery to the homebound 

Enid Rank 
Faith Community Nurse 

If you have any questions or would like 
any additional information on anything 
listed on this page, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me. 

nurse@clcht.org 
610-349-2970 

Visit our Information Room off the Narthex for Educational Materials 

Sunday, September 20th 
God’s work. Our hands. 2026 

This day is an opportunity to 
celebrate who we are as the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America–one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor. 
Service activities offer an opportunity 
for us to explore one of our most basic 
convictions as Lutherans: that all of life 
in Jesus Christ—every act of service, in 
every daily calling, in every corner of 
life—flows freely from a living, daring 

confidence in God’s grace. 

See Front Page for Details 

GIGGLES Women’s Group  

Girls In God Growing Loving Eating Sharing 

The Chance 
by Karen Kinsgbery 
… a beautiful tale of heart-

wrenching loss, the power of 

faith, and the wounds that only 

love can heal. 

Wednesdays with Enid 
at 10:00am in the South Lounge 



 

 

     Youth & Family Minister 
Email: yfm@clcht.org            Josh Gulotta 
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9am to 2pm 

Back to School at Christ Lutheran 
It’s that time of year again: time for Christ Lutheran to return to our studies!  
Christian Education is at the core of Lutheran spirituality. No matter what age you are, 
attending classes, workshops, and small groups help to deepen your faith, your 
relationship with God, and your relationship with the community. Join us for class this 
fall and see what suits you best! 
Elementary School: Christian Education begins in the Sunday School classroom, with 
curriculum intended for children grades Pre-K through fourth grade. Our Sunday 
School program is held during worship. Children begin in the sanctuary before 
moving downstairs with their teachers following the opening hymn and children’s 
message. Starting in fifth grade, students are encouraged to attend the full worship 
service as they transition into Holy Communion Class, a six week, hands-on program 
to introduce young people to the importance of the sacrament of communion. 
Sunday School begins September 13th. Look for Communion Class updates in the 
bulletin! 
Middle School & High School: Once students graduate from Holy Communion 
Class, it’s time to move on to our 2.5 years Confirmation Program. Classes are held 
once a month following Sunday worship, with additional activities most months of the 
school year. Following confirmation, high school students have the triannual National 
Youth Gathering to look forward to! This year-long program culminates in a week-
long trip to join Lutheran students from across America and the Caribbean for a week 
of worship, workshops, community service, and spiritual development. Next summer 
the gathering is in Minneapolis! First year confirmation class begins September 6th. 
Youth Gathering class begins September 27th. 
Adults: Every Thursday, 12:15-1:15, students of all ages and beliefs meet together to 
study The Gospel of John. This Bible study isn’t a simple readthrough. As a class, we 
explore the text verse by verse, incorporating historical, theological, and literary 
context to one of the most complex books of the Bible. Not for you? Starting 
September 13th before Sunday morning worship, Pr. Phil and I will lead a class called 
Rethinking Capital Punishment – a semester worth of exploration of Christian 
responses to the death penalty. And of course, there’s our monthly Thirsty Thursday 
conversation, an opportunity to debate contemporary issues in a loving and 
respectful environment. 
Questions? Reach out to Josh or Pr. Phil for more information on any of our 
educational programs, or to suggest future themes and class subjects! 
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100 Prayers a Day 
 
 
 What’s your prayer life like? 
  Do you pray before meals? 
   Before bed? 
 Is it a memorized prayer, 
  or an improvised prayer, 
   guided by your heart?  
 
 
 
 Every Christian deserves a prayer life—not just a weekly, Sunday-morning prayer life, but a 
daily exercise that centers you, draws you closer to God, and reveals the blessings and stumbling 
blocks of your life. It doesn’t matter how long it is, how official it is, how robust it is. What matters 
is that you find a spiritually filling practice to keep yourself “in tune” with the divine. 
 I’ve tried all sorts of prayer practices. Some felt like a chore, others felt downright silly. You 
have to find out what doesn’t work for you to find out what does! Here’s one that works for me. 
 Years ago I was introduced to a prayer I call “The 100 Things Prayer”, based on the prayers 
found in the Matins service of our red hymnal. You can do these prayers in your head, but I like to 
use prayer beads (or, for my Catholic friends, a rosary). 
 Starting on the first bead of the decades (the circle part of the prayer beads, or #9 on the 
diagram), begin by praying, “I give thanks for the sustaining goodness of your creation.” Then, list 
ten parts of creation you give thanks for, starting each with “Thank you, God, for…” 
 When you get to the second decade (#8 on the diagram), continue on to “I give thanks for 
the new creation in Christ.” Then, list ten examples of Christian discipleship you observed in others. 
 Then move on to the next three: 

  - “I give thanks for all gifts of healing and forgiveness…” (and cite ten examples of 
  healing and forgiveness in your life) 

  - “I give thanks for the gifts of relationships with others…” (and give thanks for ten 
   people in your life) 
  - “I give thanks for the communion of faith in your church…” (and give thanks for ten 

  people in your church community) 
 By now you should be back where you started, at the #8 bead on the diagram. That’s fifty 
things you gave thanks for! 
 Now do the same thing again, this time with prayer requests. 

  - “I pray for those who govern nations of the world…” (and pray for ten world 
   leaders, especially those you might not like) 
  - “I pray for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare…” 
  - “I pray for all who work for peace and international harmony…” (here’s a tip: you’ll 

  need to learn about the peacemakers of the world to have ten ready to pray for) 
  - “I pray for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction…” (the 

  same is true here, though I often cheat and pray for our Property Manager Mike 
  and Sexton Pete for all the hard work they do caring for our church grounds!) 

  And finally, “I pray for the church of Jesus Christ in every land…” (and pray for ten  
  churches that have had an impact on your life.) 

 Does it seem like a lot? It usually takes me about twenty minutes. And twenty minutes well 
spent! Try it yourself and let me know if it works for you! 



 

 

Maureen DeBellis 
Spiritual Director 
email: spiritdirect@clcht.org 
 

Spiritual Direction sessions, 
in-person or online, are offered to 
members of Christ Lutheran at a 
discounted rate of $10. 
 

Wondering where God is in your life? 
Struggling to see God’s presence in daily activities? 
Feeling a holy disconnect? 
Desiring a deepening life of prayer? 
 

When these kinds of questions and interests 
begin to stir, Spiritual Direction may be what 

you are looking for. 
 

Maureen is a spiritual director, inter-spiritual 
companion, a teacher of Heart Rhythm Meditation 
(HRM) and a retreat guide for the Spiritual Exercises 
of St. Ignatius. She has a BA in Marriage and Family 
Studies from DeSales University and a Graduate Level 
Certificate in Spiritual Direction from Moravian 
Theological Seminary. 

How Does the Church Fund Itself? 
 

$   Generosity/Stewardship Campaigns – 

 ¢ Annually, the church runs a pledge campaign to ask the congregation to estimate their 

 giving for the following year. These and other non-pledged  contributions are used to fund 

 the regular operations of the church, or if indicated, to support special funds. 

 ¢ Periodically the church will raise money for a specific purpose or projects. It is common for 

 the church to do this a few times each year. 

 

$   Charitable Bequests - A charitable bequest is simply a distribution from your estate to 

 the church through your last will and testament. Church members can create a bequest by 

 putting a paragraph of instructions in their will. They can accomplish much the same result 

 by adding the name of the church to their IRA or life insurance policy beneficiary form. 
 

$   Outright Gifts - Outright gifts are by far the most popular and appropriate methods 

 for donors who are able to give during their lifetimes. Churches of every size prefer outright 

 gifts over every other method of giving.  
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  1 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

2 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

3 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

4 5 
9:30am Yoga 

6  COMMUNION 
10am Worship 
 

11:15am Conf Class 1 
 

3pm Narc Anon 

7  LABOR DAY 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

8 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

9 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

10 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 
 

 

11 
 

 

12 
9:30am Yoga 

13  KICK-OFF 

9am Adult Education 
 

10am Sunday School 
 

10am Worship 
 

3pm Narc Anon 
 

7pm Meet Lyndon 
                    Harris 
 

14 
5-7pm Reiki 

15 

10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 
 

7pm Church Council 

16 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

17  
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                 Study 
 

5:30pm Quilters 
 

7pm Thirsty Thurs 
         Braveheart 

18 19 

9am-Noon 
GWOH 
Food Bank 
Drive-Thru 
 
 

20  GWOH 

9am Adult Education 
 

10am Sunday School 
 

10am Worship 
 

11am Brunch 
 

3pm Narc Anon 

21 
 

22 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

23 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 
 

10am-1pm 
Lunch Prep & Serve 

New Bethany 

24 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

12:15pm Bible 
                  Study 
 

2pm Communion 
          Service 
          SV Manor 
 

5:30pm Quilters 

25  
 

26 
 

27  BIBLE SUNDAY 
9am Adult Education 
 

10am Sunday School 
 

10am Worship 
 

11am Quiet Comm 
 

11:15am Conf Class 2 
 

3pm Narc Anon 

28 
11am Meal Ministry 
 

7pm BookClub 

29 
10:30am Chair Yoga 
 

Noon Men’s Group 

30 
8:30am Quilters 
 

10am GIGGLES 

   

September CALENDAR 
   Sunday        Monday       Tuesday     Wednesday Thursday      Friday      Saturday 



 

 

PASTOR: 

Phil Spohn 

pspohn@clcht.org 

 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTER: 

Josh Gulotta 

yfm@clcht.org 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Barry Stauffer 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR: 

Chip Rust 

crust@clcht.org 

 
FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE: 

Enid Rank 

nurse@clcht.org 

 
MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Stephen Wysocki 

swysocki@clcht.org 

 

ASST MINISTER OF MUSIC: 

Bonnie Banks-Beers 

bbanksbeers@clcht.org 

 
SEXTON: 

Pete Kapustiak 

sexton@clcht.org 

 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR: 

Maureen DeBellis 

spiritdirect@clcht.org 

 

DIRECTOR LEARNING CENTER: 

Nancy Frederick 

nfrederick@clcht.org 

 
ASST DIRECTOR LEARNING CENTER: 

Jaclyn Ruch 

jruch@clcht.org 

STAFF 

PRESIDENT: 

Brenda Tarulli 

11btarulli@gmail.com 

 

VICE PESIDENT: 

Ed Alosi 

ejalosi@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARY: 

Kelly Meyer 

km77ru@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER: 

John Varady 

johnvarady@rcn.com 

Judy Chernikovich-Clemens 

jbird1952@yahoo.com 

 

Elise Cheung 

elise.m.cheung@gmail.com 

 

Ken Doremus 

kdorem@gmail.com 

 

Mandy Mayer 

mayer512531@gmail.com 

 

Judy Meier 

jemeier3@yahoo.com 

 

Sam Raup 

samuel.raup@gmail.com 

 

Regina Sands-Corl 

techscokomuf@ptd.net 

 

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE: 

Andrew Kubisek 

Ajkubisek@icloud.com 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

TEAM LEADERS 

CARE GIVING: 

Enid Rank 

enid1@ptd.net 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Each Other: 

Claire Kostbar 

ckostbar54@gmail.com 

 

CONNECTIONS w/Our Community: 

Teresa Mackey 

barnkey@ptd.net 

 

FAITH FORMATION: 

Bre Barket 

brianne.barket@gmail.com 

FINANCE: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

MUTUAL MINISTRY: 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

OUTREACH: 

Kim Blake 

kblake0412@gmail.com 

 

PROPERTY: 

Mike Karpa 

mike.karpa@gmail.com 

STEWARDSHIP (GENEROSITY): 

OPEN 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC: 

Kurt Rank 

kerank@ptd.net 

Christ Lutheran Church 

69 Main Street 

Hellertown, PA  18055 

www.clcht.org 

610-838-0400 

churchoffice@clcht.org 

At Christ Lutheran, we believe that God’s love knows no bounds — and neither does our Welcome. No matter who you are, 

where you are from, or what your story is, we are here to love you, value you, and invite you to join us on this journey of faith 

together. We warmly welcome all people, regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. 

We are committed to racial equality and strive to create a community where every person is treated with dignity, compassion, 

and respect. Whether you are a lifelong Lutheran, just starting to explore faith, coming back after a break, or simply curious 

about what it means to follow Jesus, there is a place for you here. Feel free to come as you are, and let us all grow together, 

serve others, and celebrate God’s grace. 


