
  

 

KENMORE UNITING 
CHURCH 

Serving our God and community 
with Heart, Mind and Soul 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTIONS 
June 2026 

Volume 26    Issue 5 
 



Directory 
 
Minister:    Rev. David Savage 
Mobile:      0431 002 547 
Email:        minister@kenmoreuca.org.au 
 

Office:       3378 4505 
 982 Moggill Road 
 Kenmore 4069 
 e-mail kenmoreuc01@gmail.com 
 Website www.kenmoreuca.org.au 
  ABN 40 983 470 124 
 

Office Hours 
 Wednesday 8.30am – 3 pm. 
 Thursday 8.30am – 3 pm. 

Please leave a message on the 
answering machine at other times 

Office Manager: Courtney Frew  
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Chair:  Wendy Hoskin: Elder 
(M) 0403 163 202  whosk2@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: TBA 
 

Treasurer:  Coralie Ellis      
3378 5210     coralie@ellis.name 
 

Elder: Rob Hoskin           (M) 0403 162 172  
                                 rhoskin0@gmail.com 

 
 

Elder: Rosemary Chay   (M) 0439 701 260 
                        rosemarychay@icloud.com 
 

Rosemary Henni:           (M) 0487 260 881 
       rosemaryhenni863@hotmail.com 

 

Gemma Ward:                             3378 3852 
                             shemma11@hotmail.com 
 

Andrew Hayes:              (M) 0431 553 871 
                ra1.hayes@gmail.com 

 

Juana Bernardo:             (M) 0418 775 373 
juanaproperty1@gmail.com 

 

Congregational Office Bearers 
 
Chair:  Andrew Hayes     0431 553 871 
 
Secretary: Gemma Ward   
 
Presbytery Rep: Gemma Ward   
                                  (M) 0458 094 711 

 
COMMUNITY GATHERINGS 

Sunday 
 9:00 am Service each week. 
Communion is celebrated on the First 
Sunday of each month.  
 

 A recording will be available later in 
the week advised by email and on CD for 
those members who request it.  
 

The following activities are held regularly. 
See the diary at the back for monthly 
activities and variations. 
 

 Touchstones (Art & Meditation) 
Thursdays at 1.30pm in Community Centre 
(temporary recess)  
 

Mahjong 
 Fridays at 10am in Community Centre 
 

Refreshed Shop 

  Open 9am – 12.30pm weekdays. 
(yes - in school holidays!) 
________________________________________ 
BANKING DETAILS: 

Kenmore Brookfield (KUC account) 
BSB:     034055   Account for regular giving: 
308980 Reference (Surname + offering),  
 

Account for special donations: 142263 
Reference (Surname + purpose e.g. 
Women’s Refuge or Cool & Classic.)  
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FROM DAVID’S DESK 
Hi all. In August 2025, the Parenting Research 
Centre led a nation-wide survey to get a picture of 
parenting today. “Drawing on responses from 
more than 10,000 parents and carers across 
Australia, the survey shows parent wellbeing is 
shaped less by factors such as gender or income, 
and more by experiences such as loneliness, 
emotional strain, low self-compassion, and 
feeling unsupported.” (Media release, Parenting Research Centre. 
parentingrc.org.au, cited 4 June 2026) The survey findings were released in the 
last couple of weeks. 
 
Last week I happened to listen to an interview on local ABC radio between Steve 
Austin and one of the researchers. The impact of loneliness as well as high levels 
of distress amongst families particularly grabbed my attention. This would also 
be the case amongst other demographic profiles across our communities. 
Loneliness and distress. There is a mis-match here, isn’t there? We live in an era 
when communication options have never been greater and yet there is a deep 
sense of dis-connection, distress, and isolation.  
 
When it comes to the findings of this parent survey (especially in regards to social 
disconnection and distress), what would it look like for us as a congregation to 
engage with the many parents of young children who walk past our door each 
morning and afternoon, Monday to Friday, on their way to and from Kindy? Or your 
adult children and grandchildren? Or those in an older age-bracket who come to 
Music Lovers, Cool & Classic and The Refreshed Shop who know only too well the 
impact of loneliness and social isolation? 
 
The Bible does not deny these realities – indeed many passages, especially the 
Psalms speak to this reality or even more beautifully puts these cries on our lips. 
“Look and see, there is no one at my right hand; no one is concerned for me. I 
have no refuge; no one cares for my life. (Psalm 142:4) At one time the prophet 
Elijah (1 Kings 19) felt utterly abandoned and “the only one left”. God meets him 
with rest, with food, and then in a quiet whisper. Being open to this same God, 
how might we meet the needs of lonely, disconnected and despairing parents 
and other individuals around our community? 
 
May God’s peace go with you and before you. 
Rev David. 
 



ABC’S OF DAILY LIFE 
 
Although things are not perfect 
Because of trial or pain 
Continue in thanksgiving 
Do not begin to  blame. 
Even when the times are hard 
Fierce winds are bound to blow 
God is forever able 
Hold on to what you know. 
 
Imagine life without His love 
Joy would cease to be 
Keep thanking Him for all the things 
Love imparts to thee. 
 
Move out of “Camp Complaining” 
No weapon that is known 
On earth can yield the power 
Praise can do alone.  
 
Quit looking at the future 
Redeem the time at hand. 
Start every day with worship 
To ‘thank’ is a command.  
 
Until we see Him coming 
Victorious in the sky 
We’ll run the race with gratitude 
Xalting God most high.  
Yes, there will be good times and  
Yes, some ill be bad, but 
Zion waits in glory – where none are ever sad! 
 

Thanks to Carolyn, who found this reminder to give thanks. 

 

When you're in a dark place, you sometimes tend to think  
you've been buried. Perhaps you've been planted.   (Christine Caine) 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

  

  

  
The Community Centre 
982 Moggill Rd, Kenmore 
Local Group Facilitators: 

Kaye Ronalds, 
David Savage and 

Claire Mulvihill 



TREASURER’S REPORT- CONSOLIDATED PROFIT AND LOSS 

STATEMENT 

For Year to date at 31 May & BUDGET for Year to 31 May 2026   

  ACTUAL  BUDGET  

LAST 

YEAR   
         

Collection Income  63,633  66,000  62,050   

Property Income  90,120  94,000  75,902   

Donations Church Groups 3,483  2,750  2,765   

Refreshed Shop  23,542  18,450  17,000   

Fund Raising  7,916  5,000  4,376   

 PlantBurst  3612  3,000  0   

 BCC Grant  1474  0  0   

Interest Received  2,599  3,000  3,751   

General Donations  5,398  2,000  0            

Total Income  201,777  194,200  165,844   

         

EXPENSES         

Total Minister’s Expenses 119,690  119,270  99,973   

Mission Donations  10,967  9,200  8,500   

CPMP Fund  13,292  13,292  12,959   

Redress Scheme  814  1,000  1,666   

Office & Parish Expenses 10,558  8,250  8,177   

Insurance  10,540  12,000  10,823   

Employment Parish  7,870  7,800  7,659   

Property Management  15,788  14,660  14,161   

Other Property Expenses 41,902  40,800  48,058            

Total Expenses  231,421  226,272  211,976   

         

Net Income/Deficit  -29,644  -32,072  -46,132   
 

TREASURER’S REPORT For June 2026 Reflections 
This financial statement shows the operations of the church for the eleven months of 
this financial year to 31 May 2026 
The final Figure, a Deficit of -$29,644 has come in ahead of the budgeted figure for the 
eleven  months of a deficit of -$32,072.  
There is no more income from the kindergarten for this financial year. 
This means that property income will be just one month of general rent. There will be no 
more fundraising either.  

 



INCOME: 
Total Income of $201,777 is very pleasing to note. However there are four concerts in 
that figure. 
Collection Income of $6,633 is once again less than budget with not all that much more 
than last year. 
Fundraising: The Cool and Classic concerts have been very successful financially as 
well as enjoyed by everyone.  The last one raised over $1500. 
Donations from families and others total $5,398 and are  received with thanks. 
The Refreshed Shop is still keeping well ahead of the budgeted figure. 
Property: Income from property is ending the year below the budgeted amount.  
 
EXPENSES: 
All up expenses are now $5,000 more than budget. 
Most of this is General Office and Parish Expenses and another $1,000 for Property 
Management. 
Otherwise the figures are as expected. 
 

Funds on Hand at 31 May 2026 :  
Cash at Bank $104,213 less Special purpose funds of $10,165. 
 

Coralie Ellis Honorary Treasurer 
 

KENMORE UNITING CHURCH COUNCIL – Chair’s Report 

It was with both sadness 
and optimism that we 
farewelled three 
outstanding members of 
Church Council and 
welcomed a new 
member and re-elected 
some. 

On 17th May, Rev. David 
commissioned as 

Councillors, re-elected 

members, R-L Rosemary 

C, Andrew H, Rosemary H and Wendy, and new member, Juana. Rob and Gemma 

still have some time to go in their terms, so did not need re-election. Gemma has been 

given leave for 2-3 months for her trip to France. (See cover picture with Gemma’s 

friends adding a French touch to their attire.) 

 



The photo here shows three ladies whose membership of Church Council has 
been exceptional. 

Dawn Langford has been an Elder at 
KUC for over forty years since it was 
a parish of four churches. For the 
past decade she has been Secretary 
of the council ensuring council was 
aware of all necessary rules and 
regulations, an excellent 
communicator with Synod, 
Presbytery, church membership and 
the wider community. Fortunately 
she is only stepping down from her 
Councillor/Elder role but will be 
continuing with Cool and Classic, 
the Prayer Network, ArtBurst 

Committee and pastoral carer for a smaller number of the congregation. 

Coralie Ellis has been on Church Council for in excess of twenty years, and for 
the majority of that time she has been our Treasurer, working beside many 
ministers and office administrators. She has managed to tame her nemesis, 
Xero, the accounting software used by the Queensland Synod. Coralie was not 
going to let this floor her, so hand in hand with Courtney KUC now uses this 
software very successfully. NB those of you who are contemplating taking on the 
role of Treasurer. The vast majority of the work previously undertaken by Coralie 
is now handled through Courtney. Coralie has also been a pastoral carer for 
some of our members and wishes to continue in this role. She is also very much 
to contributing to the catering that is undertaken by our congregation. 

Finally to Celma McMenamin. Celma has also been a member of church council 
for many years and as an elder, especially caring for members at Fairview. She 
has had oversight of Child Safe Church and blue card compliance as well as 
reporting on these to Synod. Celma has also been active with the Refreshed Shop 
from its inception 20 years ago this month. I also appreciated Celma’s alternative 
views that often had council rethinking or digging deeper into decisions. 

So long, farewell, it’s sad to see you go - from Kenmore Uniting Church Council 

Again thank you. 

Wendy 



 
 

 
 
Please join us for a get-together in the Community Centre where we will 
share devotions as well as stimulating discussions and fellowship and 
enjoy lunch. 
 
Date and Time:  
Monday 8 June 2026 
Venue: 
In the Community Centre 
Kenmore Uniting Church 
 

 
 

**PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH** 

  

 

 



Belonging: Earth • Sea • Sky 

This is the title for the Inspired Gallery Exhibition for ArtBurst 2026 and is 
beginning to take shape within our Inspired space. Bringing together artists 
and community members, the initiative will explore what it means to 
belong—to one another, to creation and to God. 

Through art, movement, reflection and interactive experiences, visitors will 
be invited to engage with the themes of Earth, Sea and Sky in ways that are 
both personal and communal. The exhibition will feature a range of creative 
expressions, including visual artworks, ceramics and Sogetsu ikebana 
arrangements designed to encourage contemplation and connection. 

More than an exhibition, this project aims to create a welcoming space 
where people can pause, reflect and share their own stories of belonging. 
Our artists, Lisa, Marion, Dona and Jen, will contribute works inspired by the 
natural world and the human experience. We are also seeking to connect 
with the wider arts community, creating opportunities for collaboration and 
conversation across diverse groups. 

 
 
 
 



At its heart, Belonging: Earth • Sea • Sky is an invitation to recognise the 
sacred in the world around us and to deepen our sense of connection with 
each other. Further details will be shared as planning progresses, and all are 
invited to be part of this exciting journey. See more in the June edition of the 
Local Bulletin. 

Follow us on Facebook: ArtBurst - Arts and Crafts Creative Fair and the 
Kenmore Uniting Church Web Page 

Painter Dona and 
focus artist for 
ArtBurst, potter Lisa, 
collaborating on how 
to bring the theme to 
life through their 
different gifts.  
Marion (bottom L) and  
Jen (bottom R)  are 
also in the group 
meeting together at 
the Anstead Reserve  
to share ideas and 
inspiration for the 

ArtBurst exhibition.  
  

https://www.kenmoreuca.org.au/


 MUSIC LOVERS 
May 21:        

Young Vocalists 
of the 

Conservatorium 
What an honour to 
hear four emerging 
singers from the 
Opera School. They 
were expertly 

accompanied by Artemii Safonov.  The audience of about 60 clearly agreed.  
 
The program was highly professional, with a variety of songs from the repertoire.  
Songs were expertly selected to be contrasting in mood, genre and style.  Each 
singer introduced her song beautifully, so the audience had a clear 
understanding of the essence of the song.  Elahe Atefi opened the concert with a 
moving rendition of a love song by Obradors, a relatively unknown composer.  
Esther’s strong Soprano voice did 
justice to Ralph Vaughan 
Williams’s pastoral song cycle.  
Chelsea provided some comic 
relief with “Der Kuss” by 
Beethoven and Samuel Barber’s 
Crucifixion from Hermit Songs 
sung by Gabriella was suitably 
intimate and poignant. 
 
During the 2nd half of the 
concert, I particularly enjoyed the 
duets as the voices blended 
beautifully.   Artemii’s skilful 
accompaniment on the piano underlined the mood and style of each piece with 
great refinement.   His solo pieces were captivating: Brahms’s Intermezzo in E 
Major had great tenderness and intimacy.  The Debussy was a “tour de force” 
with Artemii displaying breathtaking virtuosity and great dexterity. Those 
challenging cross-rhythms seemed effortless under his fingers.  
 
La Speranza “Hope” from 3 Sacred Choruses by Rossini was the final vocal 
quartet dedicated to KUC.  Such a fitting finale to an inspirational morning!  
Anne J. 



MUSICLOVERS FOR JUNE HELPS AN EXCELLENT CAUSE 
 

 
Thursday 18 is a MUST COME day for Musiclovers who have had so much 
pleasure from this choir and their leader Rhonda.  READ ON TO FIND OUT WHY.  

 

Rhonda Davidson Irwin is the outgoing CEO of Music Australia and is also a 
highly regarded music educator, producer,  (television and stage) and 
performer. She has immense experience in dealing with a variety of audiences 
and facilitates this in a wide area of genres, including our local community adult 
and children’s choir Viva La Musica Voices and community organisations, 
professional orchestras, television and film sets and theatre. 
 

Viva La Musica Productions is a current provider for Council and produces one 
concert per month for the Brisbane City Council’s Lord Mayor’s City Hall 
Concerts. Rhonda Davidson-Irwin has taught more than 30,000 children, 
composed over 3,000 songs for multiple Australian children’s TV shows 
including In the Box, Puzzle Play, Wurrawhy, Hot Source Farm Kids and 
Crocomole, runs her own dynamic Viva La Musica Productions and has 
performed for Queen Elizabeth, Bill Clinton and Muhammad Ali. 
 

Tragically on Sunday 10th May Rhonda, having been out celebrating Mother’s 
Day with her family, returned home to find the family home and everything in it 
burnt to the ground.  Happily a neighbour had been able to rescue their family 
pet, but everything else was lost to the flames, including her beloved grand 
piano, cello, flutes and other musical instruments as well as personal effects. 
 
Her choir, Viva La Musica Voices, is coming to Music Lovers once again on June 
18th and we look forward to some great music and singing.  However, on this 
occasion and in the light of current circumstances, it is planned to donate all the 
profits from this concert to Rhonda and her choir. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were delighted to hear seven talented musicians deliver an outstanding 
performance at our second Cool and Classic Concert for 2026.   The first 
half featured opera excerpts, including The Marriage of Figaro and Don 
Giovanni by Mozart, as well as works by Purcell, Donizetti, and others.  
Among the performers were Nicholas, Anthony, Honor, Victoria, and 
Scarlett, who sang with great skill and polish. 
 

The second half presented a varied program, including Over the Rainbow 
from The Wizard of Oz, performed as a duet by Victoria and Scarlett; If Ever I 
Would Leave You from Camelot, sung by Nicholas; and Climb Ev'ry Mountain 
from The Sound of Music, delivered powerfully by Honor. 
 

The accompanist, Jillian Stoll, once again demonstrated her outstanding 
talent, adapting skilfully to a wide range of styles and genres. 

 
The passion, 
emotion, and 
confidence of 
these young 
musicians were a 
joy to witness, 
clearly giving the 
audience a warm 
and uplifting 
experience that 
showed how 
music can speak 
when words 
cannot. Glenda. 
 

The seven singers sang an ensemble version of “Can’t help lovin’ dat man of 
mine” from Showboat by Jerome Kern and accompanist and organiser Jill left 
the piano to join them at the end of the concert to receive the enthusiastic 
applause of the audience of 76. The attendance was down on the last 
couple of years, but several of our regulars were away or sick. Despite lower 



numbers, we made a profit of $1,543 and the singers themselves packed the 
front row right across the church with their family and friends, which was 
great to see.  Several of the young people commented on the great spread 
for afternoon tea, so thank you to all those who helped in that way.                                                 
 

It was a bonus to have the acoustic piano supported two concerts in one 
week, with the extra volume and richness it gives. Well done Rosemary for 
suggesting this move.  
 
With Jan not well, 
Marion stepped in and 
supplied the roses on 
the table and had the 
lovely idea of giving 
each of the young 
people one to take 
home. Another student 
supporter (L) was their 
Senior Lecturer in 
Voice, Shelli Hulcombe, 
who was singing with 
the Australian Chamber 
Musicians when they 
inspired the creation of the Cool & Classic series in 2010.  
  

Some young 
people sat with 
patrons at the 
tables and enjoyed 
meeting them.  
 



REFRESHED NEWS – MAY 
We had some very slow days this month. It seems the unseasonal rain and 
cold winds kept a lot of regular shoppers at home. However, sales picked up 
in the final week … when the sun started shining again. 
 
All our Winter stock is now on display.  There are some new beanies 
(courtesy of our knitting friend, Bev) in all sizes and colours.  These are just 
$5 each. There is also a collection of football scarves and beanies which will 
appeal to any sports fans in the family. Women’s clothing is by far our 
biggest market and there have been a lot of new donations: long-sleeved 
blouses and T-shirts, skirts and pants, cardigans, jackets, pashminas, etc. 
Special items sell very quickly, so come in soon for a big choice of lovely 
clothing for the new season. 

REFRESHED WINTER APPEALS ARE ON AGAIN 
We have been putting aside some warm clothing to give to 
Emmanuel City Mission.  A local gentleman, Ross, works for 
Emmanuel and approached us and asked for our help. Their focus is 
solely on supporting the homeless on a day-to-day basis. They offer 
meals, clothing, laundry and showering facilities, help in liaising with 
welfare agencies and health professionals, plus emotional and 
spiritual support. The majority of their clients are single men.  As we 
often give surplus men’s clothes to Salvos/Lifeline, it is good to have a 
new outlet where we know these items are truly needed.   
 
It is worth noting that while woollen items are usually warmer than 
synthetics, they need careful washing so are not always practical.  So, 
if you have any spare men’s flannelette shirts, parkas, sweatshirts, 
jeans, etc, in fairly good condition, we are happy to pass them on. 
 
We are also collecting rugs and blankets for Micah.  Micah’s 
outreach is far more extensive than Emmanuel’s. While they also 
support the homeless, they are better equipped to deal with the needs 
of women and families and especially those seeking safe 
accommodation.  
 
Refreshed is always ready to respond to requests from our local 
community and beyond for household goods, toys and clothing.  
 
 



VOLUNTEER NEWS.  
Recently  we welcomed two new volunteers, Zoe and Nicole.  Zoe is now 
working every Tuesday, and Nicole is doing some hours on Thursdays 
(between her own job requirements and childcare duties). Both are 
wonderful additions to our volunteer group. Arini has been off for some time 
with a painful back, but she is now with us again … on light duties. Her 
cheerful presence has been greatly missed so we are happy she is feeling 
well enough to return.  After nearly six months away in Japan, supporting and 
relocating her elderly parents, Noriko is home and we are delighted to have 
her back with us at Refreshed. In her absence, her husband, Simon, has 
been doing not only Noriko’s shifts, but also helping us most Fridays. Thanks 
to Simon, the side room has never looked so tidy.  Leng is overseas for all of 
June.   
If anyone could fill in for Leng on Thursdays 11th and 25th this month, it would 
be greatly appreciated.  We also need a volunteer on Wednesday 17th  June.  
Please contact  Jenny if you can help on any of these days. 

  

Thank you to those who 
regularly do the flowers 
every Sunday and 
especially for Mother’s 
Day. 

Our friend 
Matt Whittaker 
brought his 
challenging 
and hopeful 
message 
about Destiny 
Rescue on 
Sunday 31 May 



CHRISTMAS 
BOWL 
IMPACT 
REPORT 

The total raised for 
2025 Christmas 
Bowl so far this 
year is  $1.7 
million and donations are still coming in. BUT WHAT DOES IT DO? 
  

1000s of students reached through education programmes;  
100s of children supported in safe learning spaces. 
Despite extreme conditions, partners across Gaza and the West Bank 
continue delivering lifesaving support. Mobile medical teams and temporary 
clinics are providing essential healthcare  and providing education 
initiatives. In Gaza, tent-based learning spaces are giving hundreds of 
displaced children more than education–they offer safety, routine and hope. 

50 families launched small businesses; 90% now generating income; 
98% increased savings; 100% report sufficient food. 
In Jordan, the Forsa for Youth project has continued empowering vulnerable 
people through livelihood training, job matching, and psychosocial support.  
Savings groups and financial literacy sessions also help. Households have 
been generating income, reducing debt, securing food and 98% children 
regularly attending school. Families are asking for programme to continue 
and expand to others. 



 
4 flood-prone communities strengthened;  
COMMUNITY-LED RESPONSE now  leading preparedness;  
EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS in place to reduce flood impact. 
Local disaster committees now active, early warning systems established and 
families received support to restart small businesses after floods.  

One community member said flooding damaged her sewing machine so she could not 

work. With small livelihood support and training, she was able to repair her machine 

and restart her home business.  

161 farmers trained (99 women, 62 men);  
5 communities now with reliable water access;  
4,000 + households benefitting from improved water access. 
In Zimbabwe, partners have continued supported small farmers to adapt to 
climate challenges. In recent months, farmers have been learning practical skills 
in aquaculture management, feed formulation and fingerling production. 33,000 
fingerlings have been distributed and farmers are expected to harvest around 10 
metric tonnes of fish, valued at about USD30,000, providing both nutrition and 
new income. Additional infrastructure like grading sheds and multi-crop 
threshers will increase productivity, reduce losses and improve crop value. 
 
Five communities now have reliable water access through wetland protection, 
construction of weirs and solar-powered boreholes. These communities can now 
grow crops year-round improving food security and income stability. (This is now 
vital in Zimbabwe where so much US Aid supporting medical, educational and 
economic development programmes has been withdrawn.) 
 

  



FAREWELL TO MARGOT JEFFERY – 3.11.1942 – 24.4.2026 
 

(Several church members have told us the 
Memorial Service for Margot, was blessed with 
visual samples of the creativity which was such a 
part of her and slides and snapshots also of the 
many activities in which she was engaged. I have 
compiled from the audio, some snippets from the 
tributes which show the variety of facets that 
Margot demonstrated in her life.  I apologise for 
any inaccuracies which will be entirely my 
misunderstanding. Dawn.) 
 
Margot Alberta Jeffery was born in Tiel in Holland 
and she loved all things Dutch, especially the 

sweets and the crafts, having grown up with hand-made clothes and toys. Her 
parents were both pharmacists and she had a younger sister and brother, 
Marietta and Dolf. They all moved to New Zealand in 1953. Not long ago, she went 
on a great holiday driving trip there, met up with cousins and visited places where 
she had been with her husband Rob and enjoyed the cooler weather.  
 
After finishing at the Christchurch Girls’ High School in New Zealand, she went 
back to Europe and found a flat in London and a job with World Air Tours. She had 
three aims: to gain a University Degree, to travel, to be married and have a family, 
so this job fulfilled one dream. She went as a tour guide on world trips, translated, 
organised money and parties, with France, Tahiti, Austria and Switzerland among 
her favourite destinations. 
 
One Boxing Day, at a house party, she met Rob, but her work took her to many 
places, and he was in the army so they were often apart. He was sent to Germany 
and she was in the Austrian Alps. Then he visited Venice on his own and decided 
that was enough and wrote and proposed marriage. They were married on the 23rd 
March, 1973 in New Zealand. Not long ago, she was saying how blessed she was 
to have his devotion and so much happiness. They started in Canberra, then 
Papua New Guinea where Scott was born and Brisbane where Justin arrived, 
meaning she had the family she had hoped for. In 1982 she fulfilled her third goal 
and gained her teaching degree. She spoke five languages and became a 
language teacher and continued doing relief teaching into her sixties.   
 
She was an inspiration to her boys, saying you should keep learning, read as 
much as you can and learn to speak to someone from another country.  



With Rob’s career as an army doctor, they kept moving – over to San Antonio 
Texas, then to Sydney, then back to Brisbane. Brisbane was a very quiet town and 
they had not planned to stay, but then came Expo and Margot was very excited 
and enrolled as a volunteer which meant they all had season tickets. That 
seemed to be the turning point in their roving life and when Rob left the army, they 
stayed on in Brisbane. She didn't like camping and the outdoors which meant that 
Rob and the two boys could go off on their bush adventures and she would keep 
up her creative interests. 
 
Despite the difficulties of caring for Rob in his long illness, she kept contact with 
many organisations, Probus, Inner Wheel, Schoolhouse Quilters, the Bridge Club, 
Rotary and of course her church. She was determined to keep her independence 
and kept driving herself everywhere she needed to go. The boys said their mother 
was stoic, genuine, had a real appreciation of time with other people and 
cherished friendships. She had a way of remembering people’s names and their 
interests. 
 
This theme was echoed in a tribute from a representative from the Schoolhouse 
Quilters who said Margot was a gifted and valued member.  She participated in 
three of the trips as part of Women Out West, established to support women 
during the long drought. Margot led classes, joining in activities enthusiastically 
and sharing that enthusiasm with others. On one trip, she went for a walk in the 
morning and realised time had run away for her to get back to town. She talked to 
some men working on the roads and ended up coming back in their truck in time 
to take her class. She excelled in quilting, knitting, card making, Christmas 
decorations and could also share her skills and enthusiasm with others. 
Justin wrote “Thank you all her beautiful friends. You meant the world to her.”   

Those of us at KUC know about Margot’s skill in teaching craft, from many 
Women’s Fellowship meetings when she came prepared with everything to 
allow even the least handy to go home with a hand-crafted Christmas Card. 
Also in the days when the Women’s Evening Fellowship had speakers, she 
was often the one who provided a hand-made quilted bag or other gift for the 
speaker. And of course, the quilts – ready for Card Day, or a farewell gift for a 
minister or any other special purpose. She also read the bible beautifully on 
her rostered days and was famous for her delicious egg sandwiches.  
 

Personally, apart from her help with my amateur quilting, I won’t forget that 
whenever I sent out a Prayer Request, Margot would always email a short 
note back expressing thanks for being kept up to date and also a sympathetic 
comment for whatever need was the basis of the request.  Dawn. 
 



WE ARE COMMUNITY 
June is a very busy month for birthdays.  Phil and Mollie early in the month 
are followed by Lynda, Avon, Val and Annette and Milly. We wish you a happy 
day and some friends and family to warm you up at this cold time of year.  
 
LIZ  went off to Perth to 
celebrate a birthday for 
herself and a grandson 
and have time with 
family. Serendipity led 
her to this park for a 
walk! She certainly 
returned very refreshed 
by her trip. Good to see 
you back safe and 
sound Liz. 
 
GET WELL wishes to 
Evelyn who is in the 
Wesley Hospital after a fall, facing a couple of months of recovery at least.  
 
MUSIC CONNECTIONS – a short anecdote about our music concerts and 
how they connect people. A lady in a wheelchair came to the church and 
asked David for some information about our music programmes. A retired 
teacher in her 70s living in Cairns Retirement Centre, she is restricted in her 
outings, especially on weekends. She was researching for an assignment for 
a Broadcasting course from Adelaide University, so David asked me to help.  
 
I  talked on the phone about our Cool & Classic series and MusicLovers. 
Sadly our Thursday MusicLovers clashes with her hydrotherapy.  She was 
very interested in the effect of the Best of the Con concert and I emailed our 
contact Jill and asked for some comments. Jill emailed two students from 
last year’s cohort and sent back comments from herself and the students. 
Our friend’s assignment was due the day after our concert and she worked 
the responses into her “interviews” for the programme script she was 
writing. The result was a Distinction, her first in this course, with particular 
mention of her ‘interviews’. She was very excited and we have notified Jill. So 
a lady in confined circumstances received a huge boost of confidence, was 
touched by the young people who took time to write a few sentences, and 



two young people have received reinforcement for their kindness. Who 
knows how far the ripples of music and kindness can go?  

       
DIARY 

8 June (Mon.)     12:30am Women’s Lunch BYO Community Centre 
9 /16/23/30 June    10.30 am Faith Course trial at Church 
(Tues.)          7.00pm Faith Course trial at Juana’s house 
13 June (Fri.)      12.15 pm Men’s Lunch One Table 
18 June (Thurs.)     10.00 am Musica La Viva Choir  
 

UCA Lectionary Year A  - June 2026 
Date & 
Day 

1st 
Reading 

Psalm 2nd 
Reading 

Gospel Colour 

Jun 7 
Pentecost 
2 

Gn 12:1-9; 
Hos 5:15–
6:6 

Ps 33:1-12; 
Ps 50:7-15 

Rom 4:13-
25 

Mt 9:9-13, 
18-26 

G 

Jun 14 
Pentecost 
3 

Gn 18:1-
15; (21:1-
7); Ex 
19:2-8a 

Ps 116:1-2, 
12-19;  
Ps 100 

Rom 5:1-8 Mt 9:35–10:8 
(9-23) 

G 

Jun 21 
Pentecost 
4 

Gn 21:8-
21; Jer 
20:7-13 

Ps 86:1-10, 
16-17;  
Ps 69:7-10 
(11-15), 16-
18 

Rom 6:1b-
11 

Mt 10:24-39 G 

Jun 28 
Pentecost 
5 

Gn 22:1-
14 
Jer 28:5-9 

Ps 13 
Ps 89:1-4, 
15-18 

Rom 6:12-
23 

Mt 10:40-42 G 

A sneak look 
behind the 
scenes at the 
beautiful 
worship space 
created by our 
friends the 
Ghanaians in 
gratitude for 
Mother’s Day. 



June Roster 2026 
 

 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July Roster 2026 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 June 
Elder Rob Rob Rob Rob 
Music Jenny Jenny Jenny Jenny 
Prayer David David Wendy Dawn 
Reading Marleine Dawn Andrew H Rosemary C 
Steward Rob Blair Coralie Carolyn 
Steward Ralph Allan Lester Philip 
Cha Bar Lynda Marleine Rosemary C Joycelyn 
Cha Bar Jan  Sally Arini Wendy 
Ann’ments Wendy Wendy Wendy Wendy 
PA System Andrew L Lester Andrew L John 
PowerPoint Wendy Rosemary C Wendy Rosemary C 

Notice Board John John John John 

 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 July 
Elder Wendy Wendy Wendy Wendy 
Music Jenny Jenny Jenny Jenny 
Prayer Marleine David Wendy David 
Reading Coralie Rob Dawn Andrew H 
Steward Lester Allan Carolyn Ralph 
Steward Rob Blair Philip Coralie 
Cha Bar Lynda Arini Rosemary C Carolyn 
Cha Bar Marleine Wendy Joycelyn Sally 
Ann’ments Rosemary C Rosemary C Marleine Rosemary C 
PA System Andrew L John Andrew L David 
PowerPoint Wendy Rosemary C David Wendy 

Notice Board Merle and 
Colin 

Merle and 
Colin  

Merle and 
Colin 

Merle and 
Colin 

Do things for people not because of who they are or 
what they do in return, but because of 

who you are.   (Harold S. Kushner) 
 


