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4️⃣ The Perspective of Triumph (vv 12-17) Refs: Rom 8:37; Phil 4:13; 

Isa 61:3 
• Christ always leads His people in a triumphal procession. 
• Our lives release the “aroma of Christ.” 
• Truth: Every act of grace spreads the fragrance of Jesus in a bitter 

world. 
 

5️⃣ Seeing Through the Fog – Reality vs. Illusion (1 Cor 13:12;            

2 Cor 2:11, 16) Refs: John 8:32; Col 2:15; 1 John 5:20 
• We live in a world of blurred perception; a “simulation” of truth. 
• The gospel shatters illusion: to some it’s life, to others death. 
• Truth: Christ’s forgiveness pulls us out of illusion into ultimate 

reality. 
 

6️⃣ Living the Aroma of Christ 

• Love enough to confront (Prov 27:6). 
• Forgive fully (Matt 6:14-15). 
• Restore intentionally (Gal 6:1). 
• Walk confidently in Christ’s triumph (Rom 8:37). 

 
Gospel Conclusion – Jesus Is the Reason for Our Hope 
Refs: Isa 53:5; 1 Pet 1:3; Ps 103:12 

• We forgave because God forgave us (Rom 5:8). 
• Jesus bore our debt and restored us as sons and daughters. 
• Forgiveness isn’t weakness—it’s resurrection power. 
• Truth: Only Jesus can turn bitterness into beauty and enemies into 

family. 
 
 

Growing Notes 

Read 2 Cor 2:1-4. How does Paul’s tone challenge your view of 

leadership and love? 

Read vv 5-8. Why is forgiveness essential to church unity? What keeps 

you from it? 

Read vv 9-11. How does unforgiveness open the door to Satan’s 

schemes? 

Read vv 12-17. What does it mean to carry the “aroma of Christ” in a 

world of illusions? 

 

Reflect on a relationship that needs restoration. What step will you take 

this week to mirror Jesus’ forgiveness? 
 



 

 

 
 

CURRENT SERIES 
God > My Highs/Lows – 2nd Corinthians 

 
DO YOU NEED PRAYER? 

 
>Elders/Pastors available after every service to pray with you. 

>Call the church office to be added to the prayer chain. 
>Sunday night prayer meeting 6pm, in the lobby 

>Elders meeting 3rd Wed. monthly, Elders available for prayer 
and anointing. 

 

James 5:14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the 
elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing 

him with oil in the name of the Lord. 
 
 
 

 
Our Café is open 45 minutes before each service. You can order 

online through the QR code below. 
 

                 
              

  
  

REGISTRATIONS 
Check out our website for upcoming events @ dbcc.com 

Please register for classes that require Childcare 
 

Church office hours: Mon-Thurs 9am - 3pm   602-374-4588 
 

Oct. 11/12          God is > My Highs/Lows                   Russell Davis 

    2025              “Forgiveness and Restoration” (2 Cor. 2)  

   

 

Background: Paul’s first letter confronted sin and division in the Corinthian 
church. It wasn’t well-received. After a “painful visit” (2 Cor 2:1) and a tear-
filled letter (vv 3-4), most believers repented, but tension lingered. In this 
deeply personal follow-up, Paul opens his heart to model what forgiveness 
and reconciliation look like inside the family of faith. 
 
Life’s lowest lows often come through people, not circumstances. God uses 
even relational pain to reveal His power and to display the reality of the 
gospel. 
 
If you remember one thing today, let it be this: 
Forgiveness is the fragrance of Christ that turns relational lows into gospel 
victory. 
 

God’s Greater Purpose in Relational Pain 
1️⃣ The Pain of Broken Relationships (vv 1-4) Refs: Ps 34:18;            

John 13:34-35 
• God is greater than relational lows because He gives us grace to 

love even when hurt. 
• Correction motivated by love, not pride, reflects God’s heart (Prov 

27:6). 
• Truth: True love confronts when necessary. 

 

2️⃣ The Power of Forgiveness (vv 5-8) Refs: Eph 4:32; Matt 18:21-35; 

Gal 6:1 
• Forgiveness is not excusing sin but restoring fellowship. 
• The offender’s repentance must be met with grace, not 

punishment. 
• Truth: When we forgive, we release three captives—the offender, 

ourselves, and the watching church. 
 

3️⃣ The Protection of Restoration (vv 9-11) Refs: Heb 12:15; James 4:7; 

1 Pet 5:8-9 
• Satan’s schemes thrive on bitterness and division. 
• Restoration is not optional it’s warfare. 
• Truth: Unforgiveness is the devil’s foothold; restoration shuts the 

door. 

 

 

 

 

 

   We are thankful for your prayerful, consistent and faithful giving. 
 

Weekly Giving  Sept. 20/21         
Budget $28,500 – Actual $37,436 

DYTM : $554  

 

 


