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Introduction
Yousaidyesto Jesus. Nowwhat̓s next?

Inside this little book,you l̓ldiscover moreaboutwhat your
decision to followJesus means.

Each daywill includedaily thoughts fromtheBible and ideas
to try for yourself.

Together,we̓ ll answerquestions like “what does this mean,”
“what shouldI do,”and “what does this change?” Ourhope
is that this tool can provideguidanceasyoubeginyour
journeyof followingJesus.

This book isorganized into21days,but feel free to goat
the pace that best helpsyougrow.Youmightfinish this
bookin100days,21days,or aweek. Youmighteven keep
reading itover andover.Finishing thebook is less important
than findingdirection, growinginconfidence,andstarting
conversationswith others aboutwhat you r̓e learning.

FollowingJesus is aprocessof takingnext steps,onedayat
a time.We r̓e thrilled to join you!
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What Does It Meanto
Say Yesto Jesus?
Yousaid yes to Jesus—and we r̓e really proudof you.

There are a lot of ways youmighthear peopletalk
about sayingyes to Jesus. Youmighthear phrases like
“committingyour life to Jesus,” “becomingaChristian,”
“getting saved,” or “choosingto follow Jesus.”

But what doesit meanto followJesus? What changesand
whatdoesn t̓?Why?

Thoseare someof the questions thisbookwill help
youanswer.

So, let̓ sstart with that first question.What doesitmean
to sayyesto Jesus?

FollowingJesus meansbecominglikeHim.But who is Jesus,
andwhywouldwewant tobemore likeHim?

Toanswer that question,weneed togo to the first bookof
the Bible,Genesis. It tellsus that in thebeginning,Godmade
the world,humanity included.Hegaveus the jobofenjoying
andcaring forwhat Hemade.But humanitymadechoices
that hurt us,others, andtheworld. These choices—what
theBible calls sin—separatedus fromourperfect Godand
limitedourability to do the jobHehadgivenus.

6



Centuries later,God s̓Son entered the worldasababy
namedJesus. Jesus lived around33years on Earth and
spent that timeshowingus thebestway to live—by loving
Godand lovingothers. ThenHeclosed the separation
between usandGod,HisFather,bydyingonacross and
rising fromthedead.

Why wouldJesus, fullyGodand fullyman,havemadethis
kindof sacrificeforus? Before Hisdeath,Jesus sat down
with apersonnamedNicodemus lateonenight.Nicodemus
hadlots of questionsaboutwhat itmeant to followJesus.
Aspart ofHis response toNicodemus̓ questions,Jesus
sharedsomeofHismost famouswords:

“For this is howGod loved the world:Hegavehis oneand
only Son, so that everyonewhobelievesin himwill not
perishbuthaveeternal life.Godsenthis Son into the world
not to judgethe world,but tosave the world through him.”
John 3:16-17NLT

Godʼs lovefor usissogreat that Jesuswaswillingto
diefor oursinssowecouldbea part of His family
forever. That̓ s thekindof love that wouldmakeanyone
want to say yes toHis love,forgiveness,andnewway of life.

Tomorrow,we̓ ll talk about howthat happens,but today, let̓ s
consider Jesusʼ answer aswe talkwith Himinprayer.

Pray with your ownwords, or try these:
God,I have decidedto trust that Jesus is YourSonwho
came tosave meand theworld.I don t̓knoweverything
aboutwhat thismeansyet, but I dowant to follow Jesus
and live Hisway.ThankYoufor lovingmeenoughtosend
Jesus. ThankYou for invitingmeintoYour family.Amen.
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What HappensAfter I
Say Yesto Jesus?
Yesterdayweendedwithprayer,and todaywe̓ llstart with it.
Godlikeshearing fromusanytime.

Pray with your ownwords, or try these:
God, thankYoufor the giftof salvation: savingmefrom
myselfandbringingmeintoa healingrelationship with You.
Use Your love to shapemetoday, inthecomingweeks,and
for the rest ofmylife. I̓mtrusting Youtomakemenew.In
Jesus̓ name,amen.

Christians finishprayers in Jesus̓ namebecausethis isoneof
thewaysJesus toldusto pray.Wer̓e ableto connectwith
Godona first-namebasisbecauseof Jesusʼ sacrifice
forour sins.Andweneedthiskindof connection if we̓ re
goingto live our lives Hisway andbecomemorelikeHim.

Jesus livedHis lifewith integrity.He lovedHisenemies,
pushedbackagainst injustice,andwelcomedpeoplethat
culturerejected.After wesayyesto Jesus,westart the
lifelongprocess of followingHim.So,over time,webegin
takingonthosesametraits. In fact, when Jesus summedup
allof the commandmentsinthe Bible,Heaskedusto love
Godwith allweare andto loveourneighborsasourselves.
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But is that processautomatic,or is it somethingwehave a
role inmakinghappen? It̓ snot oneor the other—it̓ s both.

When heservedasa sacrifice foroursins,hesolvedthe sin
problemfor good—notonly ours,but the whole world̓s.…
This is the only way tobesurewe̓ rein God.Anyonewho
claims tobeintimate with Godoughtto live thesamekind
of life Jesus lived.1John 2:2,5-6MSG

Becomingmorelike Jesus isaprocess.Goddoes theheavy
lifting,butwecan partner with HimintheworkHe̓sdoing.
Andfor the rest of our journeytogether,we̓ regoingto look
at threewayswecandothat:

Learningsomeof thebasicsof followingJesus—Who
isGod? What doesit lookliketo talkto Godandlearn
moreaboutHim?What are somegoodnextstepswe can
take? We̓ ll spendthe rest of thisweek answeringimportant
questions like these.

Living like Jesus lived—DuringJesus̓ timeonEarth, He
modeledmanyways of livingthat canbringuscloser toGod,
helpusconnect with Him,and live likeHim.These are called
spiritual practices. We̓ ll spendweektwo exploringsomeof
thesepractices.

Lovinglike Jesus loved—Nothingmakesusgrowmorelike
Jesus than loving likeHe loved.Duringweekthree,we̓ ll take
a lookatwhat itmeanstoput Jesus̓ love intopractice.

Pause to consider:
Which parts ofmylife doI hopeGodwillmakenew? Howdo
Iwant topartnerwith God tocare forothers andtheworld
aroundme?
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Who IsGod?
IsGod:

God the Father?

Jesus the Son?

TheHoly Spirit?

All three inone?

Yes!

Choosingto followJesus is a three-in-onedecision:
Youare accepting the invitation throughJesus (the Son of
God) tobecomea child ofGod theFather, filledwith the
Holy Spirit, andempoweredto live as adaughteror sonof
God.God isthree in one.

We can seeGod reflected thisway,as theTrinity,all
throughoutthe Bible.The Spirit ofGodwaspresentwith
God the Father fromthebeginningofCreation, as seen in
the first two sentencesof the Bible.

In the beginningGod created the heavens and the earth.
Nowtheearth was formlessandempty,darknesswas
overthe surface of the deep,and the Spirit of Godwas
hovering overthe waters. Genesis 1:1-2NIV
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Later,the author of John retellsthe story of Creation.This
time,Jesus is alsomentionedand theauthor refers to
HimasGod s̓Word.You l̓ldefinitelywant togeta Bible or
downloadtheBible App fromYouVersionto readall of the
bookof John soon.Here are few verses fromJohn 1that
describe the three parts of Godʼsbeing:

In the beginningwas theWord, and the Wordwaswith
God,and the WordwasGod.Hewaswith God in the
beginning.... toall whodid receive him, to thosewho
believed in his name,hegave the right tobecomechildren
of God ...TheWord becameflesh andmade his dwelling
amongus.We have seenhisglory, theglory of the oneand
only Son,whocame fromthe Father, full of graceand
truth. ...Noonehasever seenGod,but the oneand only
Son, who is himself God and is in closestrelationship
with the Father,has madehim known. ...“̒ The man on
whomyouseethe Spirit comedownand remain is the
onewhowill baptizewith theHoly Spirit.̓ I have seen
and I testify that this isGodʼsChosenOne.”
John 1:1-2,12,14,18,33-34 NIV

That̓s a lot. Hereʼsthe takeaway: Jesus, Godthe Father,
andtheHoly Spirit areOne,andJesus camenot just to
showuswhatGod is like,but togiveusdirect access to the
Father forever,throughtheHoly Spirit.

Pray with your ownwords, or try these:
God,helpmetoknowYouasFather, Son, andHoly Spirit.
Father, YouaremyProvider. Jesus, YouaremySavior.Holy
Spirit, YouaremyGuide.In Jesus̓ name,amen.
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HowDoesGod
Guide Us?
Yesterday weprayed: God,helpmeget toknowYouas
Father,Son, andHoly Spirit.Holy Spirit, YouaremyGuide.

Who is the HolySpirit, andhowdoesHeguideus? Dowe
have to act really spiritualtogetthe Spirit̓ sattention? Jesus
promisedsomethingdifferent.

Jesus describedtheHoly Spirit as a comforter,advocate,
helper,andfriend.Doyouknowanyone likethat? Maybe a
mentor,mother,or wise friend? As youread Jesus̓ words,
thinkabout theHoly Spirit as yourComforter,Advocate,
Helper,andFriend.

“And Iwill ask the Father,andhewill give you another
advocate tohelp youandbewith you forever—theSpirit of
truth. Theworld cannot accept him,becauseit neither sees
himnorknowshim.But you knowhim, for he liveswith
you and will bein you.” John 14:16-17NIV

Jesus madethispromisetoHis followerswhile telling them
Hewouldsoon leave tobewith the Father.

“So let me say it again, this truth: It̓ sbetterfor you that I
leave. If I don t̓ leave, the Friend won t̓ come.But if I go,I̓ ll
sendhim to you.” John 16:7MSG
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His followersmighthave felt confused,worried,or even
abandoned,but Jesus clarified that Hisphysical leavingwas
lessabout goingaway andmoreaboutcomingcloser.

“Iwill not leave youas orphans;Iwill cometo you. Before
long,the worldwill not seemeanymore,butyouwill seeme.
Because I live, you alsowill live.On that day youwill realize
that I am in myFather,and you are in me,and I am in you.”
John 14:18-20NIV

Jesus was comingcloser becausetheHoly Spirit would
not only bewithus,but inus:The Spirit didwhat Jesus
promisedandcameto fillHis followerswith the same
comfort, power,and love that filledJesus.

By sayingyesto livingJesusʼ way,we invite theHoly
Spirit to help,comfort, and advocate forandthroughus.

“The Friend, theHoly Spirit whomthe Father will sendat my
request,will makeeverything plain to you.Hewill remind
you of all the things I have toldyou.” John 14:26MSG

Godchooses to live within usandguideus.In the coming
weeks,wewill identify practices forbecomingmore
hospitable toGod s̓presence inour lives.

Pray with your ownwords, or try these:
God,thankYoufor theHoly Spirit.Will Youcontinue tohelp
meknowYouas Comforter,Helper,Advocate, and Friend? I
trust Youtoguidemeas I followtheway of Jesus. In Jesusʼ
name,amen.
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What IsBaptism?
In the last few days,we v̓e learnedabout God s̓three-in-one
nature—theFather,Son, andHoly Spirit—andhowGod lives
inus today through theHoly Spirit. Today,we l̓lreadanother
story fromthe Biblewith all three parts of the Trinity.

Themaintopicwe r̓eexploringtoday isbaptism.Baptism is
a publicwayJesus followersdeclare their decisionto
follow Jesus. A pastoror trusted friend standswith you in
apool (or otherbodyofwater) andhelpsyou leanbackinto
thewater andcomerightbackupandout.

But why gounderwater? It̓ sa symbolrepresentingJesusʼ
death, resurrection, andnew life throughHim.

Leaningbackunder thewater symbolizesyour sins
beingwashedaway through Jesus̓ death.

Being raisedoutof thewater is a pictureof being
broughtback toanew life,likeJesus was raised
back to life.

This publicdeclarationof our new lifewith Jesus is similar
to theway Jesus Himselfwasbaptized.

Jesus thenappeared,arriving at the JordanRiver from
Galilee. Hewanted John to baptizehim. Johnobjected,
“I̓mthe onewho needsto bebaptized,not you!” But Jesus
insisted. “Do it.God s̓work,putting things right all these
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centuries, is coming togetherright now in this baptism.”
So Johndid it. Themoment Jesuscameupout of the
baptismal waters, the skiesopenedupand hesaw God s̓
Spirit—it lookedlike a dove—descendingand landing
onhim.Andalongwith the Spirit, a voice: “This is my
Son, chosenandmarkedbymy love,delight of my life.”
Matthew 3:13-17MSG

Now,reread the story and imagineyourself as the person
beingbaptizedby John. What̓ s the water like? Howdoes
it feel to hearGodʼsapproval? What doesGodʼsvoice say
to youspecifically? How doyounotice theHoly Spirit̓ s
presence?

At the endof Jesusʼ timeonEarth, HegatheredHis
followers together andshared thismission:

“Goout and train everyone youmeet,far andnear, in
this way of life,marking thembybaptismin the threefold
name: Father, Son,and Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19MSG

When youʼve saidyes to Jesusʼ wayof life,baptismis one
of the nextstepsyou r̓e invited to take.Remember,it̓ s a
publicdeclaration that says to theworld,“I havedecided
to followJesus!”

Pause to consider:
Have youbeenbaptized? What wouldit belikefor youto
take thisnextstepof followingJesus? What questionsdo
youstill have aboutbaptism?

15



HowDo I Get to
KnowGod?
Howdoyouget to knowsomeone? Most of usget to know
anew friend byaskingquestions, spendingtimetogether,
andsharingmeaningfulstories fromour lives.

But interactingwithGod canfeel a little differentthan
gettingtacos and talkingwith your friends.

So howdoweget toknowGod?

1.We spendtimewithGod throughprayer.

Prayer is a greatway to share experiences,conversations,
excitement,needs,andtrust-buildingmomentswith God.

Howdoyoupray? Prayer is communicatingwith God.You
mightthankHimforwhoHe is,ask for support,orsimply
besilent inGod s̓presence.Prayer isn t̓ aperformance,so
youdon t̓need toworry about saying the “wrong” things.
Instead, it̓ saway to relate to God,who loves you.So be
honest.If itmatters to you,then share itwithGod.

Finally,GodʼsSpirit lives in you,sopayattention toways
Godmaybe trying toget your attentionas youpray and
throughoutyour day.

2.We read theBible.

TheBible is a collection of bookswritten bypeople
thousandsof years ago.So,whyshouldwe read it today?
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We l̓l talk moreabout theBible later,buthereare somebasics.
The Bible helpsus toseewhat God is likeandhowpeoplelike
ushave cometoknowHim.Its authors,guidedby the Holy
Spirit, tell stories of God s̓goodness,ask relatablequestions,
andengagewith the hardest parts of life.

Throughout theBible,weget to seeGod s̓qualities, likeHis
kindness,forgiveness, and justice.Andweget to see those
qualities livedthroughthe life of Jesus.

3.We gatherwithother Jesus followers.

Getting to knowGod isabout“Jesus andme”and“Jesus and
we.” The Bible remindsusvery practically howto followJesus
andget toknowGodtogether.

Let us think of ways tomotivate oneanother to acts of love
and goodworks.And let usnot neglect ourmeeting together
... Hebrews 10:24-25NLT

We get toknowHimbetter byhearingstoriesof God s̓
faithfulness, listening towisdomfromthe Bible, andsinging
songsaboutGod s̓ love.

A very doableway tobuilda habit ofmeetingwith Jesus
followers is to regularly attend church. It̓ sanopportunity
tomake friends, sharehowGod s̓workinginyour life, and
practice servingandencouragingothers.

If youhaven t̓ yet,makeaplantomeetothers at church this
week.Consider inviting a friend, family member,orneighbor
so they can experiencethe life-changingwayof Jesus.
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What Am I Learning?
Congratulations!You v̓emadeit to the endofweekone.
We r̓e soproudof you for taking intentional steps togrow in
your faith.

Deciding to follow Jesus isabigdecision, andit̓ sprobably
stirred upsomenewideas,questions,andperhapsdoubts.
That̓ sokay.Remember,following Jesus isa lifelong
journey,sowedont̓need to haveall themysteriesof
faith figuredout after oneweek.

With all of that inmind—howareyoudoing?

Below, thereʼsspace for you towrite downtwoor three
wordsorphrasestodescribehowyou feel aboutyour faith
journey.Maybe you feel excitedandexpectant, or youmight
feel a little uncertain. Youmightnot evenbeable todescribe
exactly howyou r̓efeeling.

Don t̓worry abouthavinga “right” answer.Yourhonest
answer is thebest answer.

Youdon t̓need toshare these wordswithanyone; this is
simplya chance for you to reflect.

1.

2.

3.
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In thepastweek,we v̓e seen that God lovesus,forgivesus,
andprovidesuswith apurpose—tobecomemorelike Jesus
every day.Weʼve also seenthatHewants to have a close
relationshipwith us,soHe s̓provideduswith ways to relate
to Him.

Weʼve only scratched the surface of all there isto know
about followingJesus, andwe r̓eexcited to continue this
journey together.

Asweconcludeweekoneandgetready forweek two, think
about andwrite downaquestionor two youmighthave
aboutGod,faith, or theBible. Then,share yourquestion
with a pastoror trustedfriend sometimethisweek.

Read the verse belowand thinkabout it for aminuteor two
before talkingwithGodaboutwhat youwrote above.

…hewhobegana goodwork in you will carry it on to
completionuntil the day ofChrist Jesus.Philippians1:6NIV
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Who Am I Becoming?
Welcome toweek twoof our three-week journey(orweek
four,or five, orhowever longit takesyou)! Last week,we
discovered that beingaChristian beginswith a choice
toaccept God s̓gift of forgiveness,followedbya lifelong
processof becomingmorelike Jesus.

Now,youmightbewondering:What does it actually look like
tobecomemorelike Jesus?

Is it even possibleto becomemore like Jesus?

After all,Jesus isGod,theCreator of everything,whohas
always existedandwhonever sinned.Howcouldwepossibly
become likeHim?

Howdoyoubecomeaconcert violinist, probasketballplayer,
or expertchef? First,youstart somewhere.Yousay yes
toanewway of life. Saying yesdoesn t̓makeyouamaster,
but it doesmakeyoua learner in theprocessof becoming
somethingmore.

Asa learner, yougainknowledge,developrelationships,
practice skills,andovercomesetbacks.Learners alsomake
mistakes,fall short, andkeepmovingforward.The word
Jesus usedfor a learner is “disciple.”

When wesaidyesto Jesus, wesaidyesto a lifelong
process of becomingHis disciples.
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For the next two weeks,we̓ regoingtoexplorehowtobea
discipleof Jesus. First, we l̓l learn aboutsomeof the habits
andmindsetsJesus valuedandlivedout, alsocalled
spiritual practices. Then,we l̓lexplorehowJesus lovedand
howwecan showthe samekindsof sacrificial care to others.

DuringJesus̓ timeonEarth, somepeoplewere trying to figure
outwhether Jesus was reallyGodʼsSon. They askedHim,
“What̓ s thegreatest commandofGod?” He responded:

…“̒ Youmust lovethe Lord your Godwith all your heart, all
your soul,andall yourmind.̓ This is the first andgreatest
commandment.A secondis equally important: L̒oveyour
neighboras yourself.̓ Theentire law and all thedemands
of the prophetsare basedon these twocommandments.”
Matthew 22:37-40NLT

Jesus summedupall of Godʼswordsto usas: LoveGod
and love yourneighboras yourself. Becoming thekindof
personwho lovesGodand lovesyourneighbors is aprocess
that will take yourwholelife.

Every discipleexperiences setbacks andfailures. If you r̓e
like the rest ofus, youmayhaveexperiencedsomeof those
setbacks already.Youmighthave returned to abadhabit, used
hurtfulwords,or failed in thepastweek.When we fall short,
wedon t̓need tohideor run fromGodorothers.His forgiving
kindnessis always available to helpyoucontinuebecoming
morelikeJesus.

Pray with your ownwords, or try these:
God,Yousee the mistakes I make.ThankYoufor forgivingme
andguidingmeas I becomemorelike Jesus. Holy Spirit, will
Youhelpmeseeonestep I can take togrow in love for You,
myself,andothers today? In Jesus̓ name,amen.
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HowDo I Read
the Bible?
To Jesus, theBible wassomuchmorethanwordsonapage.
That̓ sbecauseGodshapedtheBible to show followersof
Jesus how to live andlove acrossgenerations.But howdo
we useit? After all,it̓ sa massivebookfullof ancient poetry,
songs,history, laws,and letters.

ModernBibles contain twomainsections. The first is called
theHebrewBibleor the OldTestament.The second is the
NewTestament.TheNewTestamentwaswritten after the
life of Jesus. But even thoughJesus only readfromtheOld
Testament,howHeused theOldTestament can informhow
we read thewhole Bible.

Let̓ sstart by lookingat twoways Jesus usedthe Bible.

1.Jesus used the Bible to showGodʼs love for people.

InMatthew22,a personasksJesus, “What is the greatest
commandfromGod?” Sound familiar? We read thispassage
yesterday,but let̓ sreread it andseehow it can helpus read
the Bible better.

…“̒ Youmust lovethe Lord your Godwith all your heart, all
your soul,andall yourmind.̓ This is the first andgreatest
commandment.A secondis equally important: L̒oveyour
neighboras yourself.̓ Theentire law and all thedemands
of the prophetsare basedon these twocommandments.”
Matthew 22:37-40NLT
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Jesus quotedthe Bible to helppeopleunderstandthe
heart of God andhowHe callsusto live.So, aswe read
theBible, it canbehelpfulto ask thequestion, “Howdo
thesewordshelpmeloveGodand loveothers?”

2.Jesus usedthe Bible incontext.

InMatthew 4, Jesus is temptedbya spiritual enemy.

The enemyquotes theBible tomakehis lies soundlike
spiritualwisdom—butJesus isn t̓ fooled.That̓ sbecauseHe
understandsthe valueof context.

Ancient authorswrote the Bible withdifferent languages
andperspectives thanwehave today.When we read the
Bible, it̓ simportant to aska lot ofquestions like,“Who
wrote this? Who were theywritingto? What genreis this
book(poetry, history, letter, etc.)? Andwhat̓ shappeningin
this bookor chapter?”

When wedon t̓ read incontext,we riskmissingthe point
theBible is trying tomake.Even worse,wemightcome to
a conclusionthat̓ s theoppositeofGodʼswayof life.When
indoubt,askyourself: Howdo thesewords fromtheBible
helpmeto love Godand lovemyneighbors?

The Bible ismorethan justwordsona page.It̓s a gift
fromGodthat hasthe powerto transformusfrom the
insideout.

This iswhy it canbehelpfulto thinkof this practice as
studyingorlearning the Bible insteadof just readingit. The
Bible ismeant to be read, reread,explored,meditatedon,
and reflected on—over andover again.
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HowDo I Pray?
Jesus spent a lot of time inprayer.TheBible tells uson
multipleoccasions, Jesus stayed upall nightto pray.Why? He s̓
God,right? Why doesHeneedtopray?

DuringJesus̓ timeonEarth, Hewas fully Godand fully human.
Asa human,Hewas likeusandneeded touseconsistent
habits to sustainHis relationshipwith God,HisFather.
For Jesus, prayerwas a sourceof direction, courage,and
connectionwith God—andprayer cando the same forus.

Checkouthow Jesus preparedtomakeabigchoice—
choosingacore groupof followers whowouldendupfounding
the church.

Oneof thosedays Jesuswent out toa mountainside topray,
and spent thenight praying toGod.When morningcame,he
called his disciples to himand chosetwelve of them,whom
he also designated apostles …Luke 6:12-13NIV

Jesus didn t̓justpray beforemakingbigdecisions.Healso
prayed toexperience closenesswithGod and to findstrength
before facingdifficult situations.Howcanwedevelopahabit
of prayer likeJesus?

First, let̓ s talk abouthow Jesus didn t̓pray.

Jesus didn t̓fillHis prayerswith fancy words.

Jesus didn t̓pray to impressthe peoplearoundHim.

Jesus didn t̓praywith a list of demandsforGod.
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Prayer ismeanttobe apersonalconversationwithGod—
likeyouwouldhave with friends, family,oramentor.Take
the pressureoff. Let goof howyou thinkyoushouldpray
and just talkwith Godopenly andhonestly.

So, howdidJesus pray?

Jesus madeprayer apriority.

Jesus prayedin thepresenceof others.Jesus prayed
onHisown.

Jesus askedothers topray forHim.

Today,let̓ sstart ahabit of prayer.Simply take a few
minutesonyour way homefromworkorbefore goingto
bed to talk with God.TellHimwhat you r̓e thankful for,ask
Himforwhat youneed,and listen toHis voice. Asyoudo,
you l̓ldiscover a closer relationshipwith Jesus every day.
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HowDo IMakeFriends?
ThroughoutHisministry,Jesus surroundedHimselfwith
peoplewhocouldencourage Him,pray for Him,andsupport
Him.Yes,Jesus was their Savior, butHewasalso their friend.

Here s̓how Jesus talkedaboutHis relationshipwith
His followers:

“I no longer call you servants,becauseaservant doesnot
knowhis master̓ sbusiness.Instead, I have called you friends,
for everything that I learned frommyFather I havemade
known to you.” John 15:15NIV

If Jesus choseclose relationships,it̓ sagoodidea forus to find
close relationshipswithother followersof Jesus, too.

Sometimes life can feel impossiblydifficult, and in those
moments,we needpeoplewe can leanonfor prayer,guidance,
andsupport.In timesof joy,celebratingwith friendscan make
those momentsevenmoremeaningful.

These thingsare true about relationshipsbecauseGod
madeus tobe likeHim.God is in life-givingrelationshipwith
Himself as theFather,Son, andHoly Spirit, andHedesires
a relationshipwith us.That̓ swhysurroundingyourself with
peoplewho followJesus is an essential spiritualpractice—
when youdoso,you̓ re followingGods̓ example.
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Doyouhave the close relationshipsyouneedin life? People
whoencourageyou inyour relationshipwith Jesus and
support you throughlife̓ shighsand lows? If not, thinkabout
howyoucan invest in the relationshipsyoualreadyhaveor
findthe friendshipsyouneed.

If youdon t̓currently have close, Jesus-followingfriends,
findingasmallgroupof fellow Jesus followers is agreat place
tostart.

Findingandmakingfriends can feel awkwardor intimidating,
but findingyourpeople isworth the initial discomfort. It̓ slife-
giving tohave friends whocelebrate you,support you,and
encourageyoutokeepgettingtoknowJesus every day.
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What IsWorship?
What happenswhenyoujoinagroupof Jesus followers,
learnScripture, pray to God, andbuildlife-changing
relationships? Worship.

Jesusʼ life wascharacterized byworship.What words
cometomindwhen youthinkabout worship? Maybe words
likemusic,instruments,songs—whichmakessense!Singing
is certainly away Jesus worshiped.

On theeveningbefore Jesus̓ execution,Hesharedameal
with His friends.It wasPassover, an importantholidayfor
the Jewish people.

At the endof the meal,Jesus and thedisciplessang
together.In ancient Jewish culture,peopleoften sangPsalms
113-118tocelebratePassover. It̓ s likely that Jesus sangthese
wordsofpraise:

Who can becomparedwith the Lord ourGod,whois
enthroned onhigh? He stoopsto lookdown onheaven and
onearth. He lifts the poorfromthe dust and the needy
from the garbagedump.Hesets them amongprinces, even
the princes of his own people!Psalm 113:5-8NLT

I called onthe nameof the Lord: “Please,Lord, saveme!”
Howkind the Lord is! Howgoodhe is! So merciful, this God
of ours!The Lord protectsthoseof childlike faith; I was
facing death, and hesavedme.Let mysoul beat rest again,
for the Lord has been goodtome.Psalm 116:4-7NLT
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These wordsofpraiseexpressaweandcelebrate God s̓
qualities andcharacter.HeʼstheCreator andRuler of the
world.Hedoesn t̓need tocare forus,butHedoesbecause
He lovesus.Hepaysspecial attention topeople inneedof
physical or spiritual support.

Today,like thePassover celebration,worshipservices are
used tocreate space forpeople toworshipGod together.
Worship songsgive Jesus followerstheopportunity to
rememberwhoGod isandwhat He̓sdone,andgive Him
thepraiseHedeserves.

Singing isoneway wecan worshipGod,butworshipgoes
beyondsomethingwe dothroughmusic.

We worshipwheneverweexpressourdevotion toGod.
When weworshipGod,we̓ re recognizingHisawesome
qualities andthe amazingthingsHe̓sdone.

Seeing a sunset,witnessing thebirthof a child,or
experiencingananswer to prayer can also create moments
of praise.Anymomentthat remindsusofGodʼs
qualitiesandcharacter isan opportunityfor worship.

Thisweekend,you l̓lhave the opportunity to worshipGod
throughsingingwithother followersof Jesus at church. But
don t̓wait until then toworship.

Takea fewminutestoconsiderwhat you r̓e thankful for.
Maybe it̓ s thebeauty ofGod s̓ creation, a relationship,or
God s̓forgiveness throughJesus. Express yourgratitude to
God for whoHe isandwhat He s̓done.
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HowDo I Stop Doing
Whatʼs Bad For Me?
Doyouever want todosomethingeven thoughyouknow
it̓ swrong?

For three years,everything aboutJesusʼ lifewas
uncomfortable.Heshareduncomfortable truths with people
inpower,endureddaily attacks fromHiscritics, and regularly
heardaboutplots tokillHim.But early inHis story,He
received anoffer to skippast all the sufferingandtake an
easier route.

For 40days,Jesus spent timealone inthedesertwithout
food.While Hewas vulnerable,thedevil offered Himaneasy
way toescape suffering.We r̓e temptedwhenwe r̓eoffereda
shortcut tosomething

wewant. Feeling temptedisn t̓ asin.But giving in to temptation
cancompromiseour integrity and lead toapainful cycle of
poorchoices.Howdowe overcometemptation? By looking
to Jesus.

Jesus̓ spiritual practices helpedHimovercome temptation.

Jesus knew theBible, andHealsoknewHispurpose—and
howliving it outwould includemakinghard,uncomfortable
choices for the goodofothers.Onlybymakingthosechoices
couldHechange theworld.Noeasy way out andnoshortcuts.
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In otherwords,Jesus knewwhoHewasandwhoseHewas.
So He refused tocompromiseHis identity andcallingfor
momentarypleasureor relief.

We face temptationsevery day,bothbigandsmall,that
can distract us fromwhowe̓ rebecoming.Here̓ sthe good
news:Godwants tohelpyouovercometemptation.

Readwhat one Jesus followerhadto say about temptation.

No temptationhas overtaken you exceptwhat is common
tomankind.AndGod is faithful; hewill not let yoube
temptedbeyondwhat youcan bear.But whenyou are
tempted,hewill alsoprovidea way out sothat youcan
endure it. 1Corinthians 10:13NIV

Let̓s be likeJesus andprepare for temptationbefore
it strikes. We do thisby studying,believing,and living
outGod s̓ truths in theBible, askingGod forhelp through
prayer,sharingvulnerably with others, and lookingfor the
opportunitiesGodprovides toescape temptation.

Sometimes theopportunityGodprovides can look
like joininga recovery group,talkingwitha healthcare
professional,ormeetingwith apastor to findthe tools you
needto findfreedom.

Pray with your ownwords, or try these:
DearGod, thankYoufor always offeringmeanother
chance.Helpmeto recognizeandresist temptationwhen it
comes.In Jesus̓ name,amen.
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Why DoesJesus Rest?
Doyouever feel anxiousabouteverything goingonduring
the week? Or doyouwishyouhadmoretimefor thepeople
inyour life? If so,you r̓e ingoodcompany.Life often seems
todemandforus tobebusy.But Jesus invitesus toa
different (andbetter) way of living.

Checkout this surprisingpassagefromthe life of Jesus:

Yet the newsabouthim spreadall the more,sothat crowds
of peoplecame to hear himand to behealed of their
sicknesses.But Jesusoftenwithdrew to lonely places and
prayed. Luke 5:15-16NIV

Thinkaboutwhat this passageis saying.Peoplewanted to
hear Jesus speakandreceive healing—yetJesus chose to
walk away soHe couldrest.When He sacrificedproductivity
andopportunitiestohelpothers inorder to rest, itwas a
goodthing.Why?

We can onlybeashelpfulasweare healthy.So like
Jesus, wecanset boundarieswith our timeandpurposefully
slowdown.All humansneed rest, andbecause Jesus was
fullyGodand fullymanwhile onEarth, that limitationwas
true of Him,too.

32



Rest is alsoworship.TheBible beginswith anaccount
ofGodcreating the world.The story uses a seven-day
structure todescribeGodʼswork.On the sixthdayGod
createdpeople,but the seventhdaywas adayof rest.
Why is that important? Because humanityʼsfirst fulldayon
Earth was a dayof rest—notwork.

ThroughouttheBible, the seventhdayof theweek is called
theSabbath. On that day,peopleare invited toworshipby
notdoingwork.But how is this worship?

It̓ s easy to forget this basic spiritual truth:God is incontrol;
we r̓enot.When we forget,we tend to try to control our
lives throughwork.We beginobsessingover our to-do lists
andworry about fallingbehind.

When wechoose to take abreak fromour tasks andto-do
lists,we r̓emakingadeclaration that late tasks,unfolded
laundry,andunreademailsdon t̓ threaten God s̓plan for
theworld.That̓ swhy the Sabbath, a timedevoted to rest,
isworship.

Youmightwork longhoursandhave peoplewhodepend
onyou.Don t̓feelguilty if you r̓enotable to take a full day
off eachweek to rest. Instead, findmomentsto rest when
youcan. Jesus didthesame.Once,whenHewas tired,He
simplysat downbyawell.Another time,He tooka nap ina
boat.

So, whataboutyou? Howmightyouaddrest intoeach
week,andhowmightyouaddrest intoeach day?
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HowDo I Love Like
Jesus Loved?
Welcome to the finalweekof our journey!

Last week,we started somespiritual practices to helpus
live theway Jesus lived.We witnessedhowHismindsets,
practices, andhabitsmadeway forHisministry.Thisweek,
we l̓lexplorehow Jesus loved.Inother words,howdidJesus
relate toother people?HowdidHemakepeoplefeel? And
HowdidHeuseHiswordsandactions toaccomplishHis
purpose?

Let̓ s checkout anargumentJesus chose tobreakup.It
happenedbetweena few ofHis friends and followers:

An argument started amongthe disciples as towhich of
themwouldbe the greatest. Jesus,knowing their thoughts,
tooka little child andhad himstand besidehim. Thenhe
said to them,“Whoeverwelcomesthis little child in my
name welcomesme;and whoeverwelcomesmewelcomes
theonewhosentme.For it is theonewho is least
amongyou all who is the greatest.” Luke9:46-48NIV

Thediscipleshadthewrong ideaofhow toachieve
greatnessas followersof Jesus. Maybe they thoughtthe
greatestwas theonewhoperformedthegreatest miracles
or knewthe Bible best.But Jesus has adifferent definition
of greatness.
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Jesus said that thepersonwhowelcomesa child isthe
greatest.What? Why doesthat makesomeonegreat?

Jesus explained,“It is theonewho is least amongyouall
who is thegreatest.”

In otherwords,Jesus said that thegreatest inGodʼseyes is
the personwho isn t̓ seekingprestige,power,ora platform.
Instead, they̓ re seekingtohumblyserve.

Jesus, who isGod, cameasababy toahumblefamily
inasmall village.When Hegrewup,Hedidn t̓orderHis
followers aroundlike servants. Instead,Hepatiently led
themandlookedforways tomeet their needs.

That̓ swhyHe tells ustheway tobe thegreatest in the
kingdomis toconsistently dogoodwithout seeking
attention orpraise.Service levelsplayingfields.It helpsus
seeoneanother asGodsees us—all equals,madeinHis
image.And it helpsusseeGod—great andpowerful and
wonderful anddeservingof all praise—as theOnewe
serve aswe serve others.

If wewant to love like Jesus,weneed topursueHis version
of greatness.Jesus lived anothers-focusedlife that led
Himtohospitality, service, forgiveness,generosity,and
tellingothersaboutGod s̓love.We l̓l exploreeachof these
topics thisweek.

So, what are youpursuingin life? The world invites us
tobe “great” bypursuingpersonalgoalsthat leadus to
influence andcomfort.Jesus invites us to adifferent kind
of greatness—one focusedonraisingothersup.
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Welcoming Others
Have youever felt “at home”in aplacethat wasn t̓your
home?Maybe youget that feeling ina church,coffee shop,
orat a friend s̓house.Oryoumightfeel at homewith a
family memberor friend.

All of us feel “at home”whenwe feel safe tobeourselves—
notworried aboutdoingor saying the wrong thingbecause
we feel lovedandacceptedasweare.

We all want aplace to feel “at home.”Jesus knowsthis,and
that̓ swhyHemadepeoplefeel at homeeverywhere He
went.Hedid thisby taking time towelcomepeople intoHis
life, listening,showingempathy,andgivingthempermission
tobehonest.We call this hospitality.

In Luke8,we finda list ofpeoplewho followedJesus during
Hisministry.Thesewere thepeople Jesus welcomedinto
His life.They were flawedpeople,but Jesus̓ hospitality
turned thesedifferent individuals intoakindof family.

…TheTwelve werewith him, and also somewomen
whohadbeencured of evil spirits anddiseases:Mary
(called Magdalene) fromwhomsevendemonshad come
out; Joanna thewife of Chuza, themanager of Herod s̓
household;Susanna; andmany others.Thesewomen
werehelping to supportthemout of their ownmeans.
Luke 8:1-3NIV
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These peoplecouldn t̓havebeenmoredifferent. The Twelve
were fromdifferent social classes andcamefromdifferent
backgrounds.They wouldhavehadcountlessopportunities
todisagree.But Jesus welcomedeachof them,just as they
were, intoHis family.

Then thereʼsMary Magdalene,awomanJesus freed from
spiritual oppression.Despiteher roughbackground,Jesus
welcomedher intoHis inner circle.

Finally,let̓ stalk aboutJoanna. She was thewife of King
Herod s̓householdmanager.KingHerodwas nofriend of
Jesus. InMatthew 14,Herodorderedtheexecutionof Jesus̓
cousin,John the Baptist. But Jesus welcomedJoanna to be
apart ofHisministry.

Hospitality breaks downsocial barriers and builds
unlikely friendships.Hospitality invites us tobeless critical
andmorecurious. It helpspeoplerealize their God-given
value andpotential. It buildsempathyand turnsstrangers
intoneighbors.

Pause to consider:
Howdowe showhospitality? Youcan start bythinking
about atime someonemadeyoufeel seen, cared
for, and included. Howdidtheir hospitality changeyou?
Then, considerhowyoumightcreate thesame feeling
and impact for someoneelsebypartneringwith God
tobecomehospitable.
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Becoming a Generous
Person
In the monthsleadingupto Jesus̓ ministry,rumorsspread
about the comingSavior of the world.Peoplehad lotsof
opinionsaboutwhat Heʼdbe like,so they went to Jesus̓
cousin for answers.

Manywanted toknowhowthey couldget ready for the
Savior̓ s arrival. John the Baptist toldthemthis:

... “Anyonewhohas twoshirts should sharewith the one
whohas none,and anyone whohas foodshoulddo the
same.” Luke 3:11NIV

Accordingto John,generositymakesroom inour hearts
for Jesus.

Generosity meanssharingwhat youhave tohelpsomeone
else.See howsimplethat definition is? It includesourmoney
butalsoeverything elsewehave—our time,our skills,
our resources.

So, howcan youbecomea generousperson? It̓ snot
complicated,but it̓ snot always easy.Hereare a few ways
tobe generous.

1.Askyourself,“What doI need?”

Godwantsus toenjoy the thingswehave.But wedon t̓own
our stuff.Goddoes,andHecalls us to sharewhatwe have
with others.So askyourself,“What doI really need?”
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2.Askyourself,“What doI haveto share?”

Maybeyouhaveplentyof spare timeor a skillyouʼve
developed.Ormaybeyouhave moneythat couldbless
others.Nomatterwhat it is,if youhavesomething,youcan
probablyfindaway to share it.

3.Askyourself,“What doesmycommunityneed?”

The peoplearoundyouhaveneedsyoucan meet.Maybe
yourneighborhasexperienced a lossandsimplybeing
generouswith yourwordsandpresence couldmakea
difference.Or your local foodbankmightneedvolunteers
ordonations.Your local church is able to open its
doors to the communitybecauseof generousgivers.
Researching the needs inyourcommunity couldinspire
generouscreativity.

Jesus followersoften give regularlyout ofwhat they earn
eachweekto their church.Why? Because thechurchis
doingGod s̓work inyourcommunity.So whenwe give to
the church,weprovide the churchwith moreopportunities
tomakeaneternal impact.

Jesus wasgenerous,andHe invites eachof us to live like
Him.Youhavewhat it takes tobea generousperson.You
can start by identifyingwhat youneed,what youhave to
share, andwhatyour communityneeds.
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Noticing andMeeting
Needs
Today,let̓ stalk abouta skill Jesus showsusin theBible that̓ s
easy tooverlook.On the surface, it seemsordinary.But it̓ s
actually oneof themost importantwayswe can love likeJesus.

Jesus is brilliantatnoticing needs.

Dozensof stories in theBiblebeginwith Jesus walking
somewhereandnoticingsomeone inneed.Sometimes their
needwasvisible andphysical.Other times itwasunder the
surface or spiritual.Either way,Jesus saw theneedsof people
aroundHim.

Once Jesus noticed aneed,HeusedwhatHehad tomeetit.
Sometimes,He̓duseHiswords tomeet aspiritual oremotional
need.He̓dask forGod s̓help tomeetaphysical needwith the
powerofGod s̓ Spirit living inHim.

Asfollowersof Jesus, weʼre called to liveothers-focused
lives.Oneof thebestways todo that is by servingothers.We
serve otherswhenwenotice their needs andusewhatwehave
tomeet thoseneeds.Likewe talkedabout yesterday,that often
looks likeusingour time,skills,andresources tohelpothers.

Sometimes,wecan t̓ meetaneedonourown,but that doesn t̓
meanwecan t̓help.Instead, it̓ s anopportunity toask for God s̓
help tomeeta needthat̓ sbeyondus.
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Remember,as a followerof Jesus, youhave theHoly Spirit
living inyou.

On thenightbeforeHis executionon the cross,Jesus
gatheredHisdisciplesandwashed their feet. Foot washing
beforemealswasacommonpractice in that dayand,as
youmightimagine,wasa task for the lowestof servants.
But Jesus, God inhumanform,chose towash the feet of
His flawed humanfollowers.

HereʼswhatHe said after Hewashedtheir feet:

“I have set youan examplethat you shoulddoas I have
donefor you. Very truly I tell you, noservant is greater
than his master,nor is a messengergreater than the one
whosenthim.Nowthat youknowthese things, youwill
beblessed if you dothem.” John 13:15-17NIV

Followersof Jesus seekto serve others.We notice needs
and,with God s̓help,wemeet them.So keepyoureyes
opentoday.Who aroundyoumightneedanencouraging
word,prayer for physicaloremotionalhealing,orhelpwith
a task? As youlive anothers-focusedlife,you l̓lexperience
greater closenesswithGod.
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Forgiving Others
Forgiveness is a bigdeal toGod.He loves to forgive.That̓ s
why,throughout theBible,Godgenerouslyoffers forgiveness
andsecondchances to all kindsof people.

AsChristians,weknowwhat it̓ s like tobe forgiven.We v̓e
allmademistakesandhurtful choices. But Godoffers us
forgiveness throughJesus—not becauseweearned it, but
becauseGod loves to forgive.

It̓ s nosurprise that Jesus forgavea lot of peopleduringHis
ministry.The Gospels tell usHe forgavepeople̓ ssins.At the
endof Jesus̓ ministry,Hewas beaten,humiliated,andhung
onacross todie.Despite all of the painHeexperienced,
someofHis last wordswere:

…“Father,forgivethem, for they donotknowwhat they are
doing.” …Luke23:34NIV

That̓ s howmuchJesus loves to forgive.He sees the
God-givenpotential inevery personanddoesn t̓jumpto
judgment.

What doesthismeanfor followersof Jesus? Youʼveprobably
already guessedit: Followersof Jesus forgive others.

Oneof Jesusʼ followers,Peter, askedJesus about
forgiveness.Hewonderedhowoften heneeded to forgive
someonewhokeptmessingup.Relatable question, right?
Matthew 18tells us:
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Then Peter came to Jesusand asked,“Lord,howmany times
shall I forgivemybrotheror sisterwhosins against me?Up
to seventimes?” Jesusanswered,“I tell you, not seventimes,
butseventy-seven times.” Matthew 18:21-22NIV

Now,thisdoesn t̓meanJesus wants us tocounthowmany
timeswe forgive someoneand then cut themoff after
seventy-seven. Instead,He̓ sencouragingus topursue
forgivenessnomatterwhat.

Forgivenessdoesn t̓meanforgettingwhat wassaidor
done,andit doesn t̓meanexcusingwhat someone̓sdone.
Instead, itmeans lettinggoof theneed to getbackorget
even.Forgivenessisa declaration that yourefuse to let
anger,hurt, or betrayal control yourmindandactions.

Forgivenesscan also includeboundaries.Sometimeswe
need to forgive and lovepeoplefromadistance for the
healthof ourselves andothers.

We are forgivenpeople—sowe forgiveothers. It̓ s not
always easy,and it mightfeel impossiblesometimes,but it̓ s
oneof thebest wayswe canbe likeour forgivingGod.

Pray with your ownwords, or try these:
Dear God, thankYoufor forgivingme,even when I don t̓
deserve it.Will YoushowmesomeoneIneed to forgive
andgivemethe strengthto forgivelikeYou? In Jesusʼ
name,amen.
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TellingPeople About
Jesus
On the last dayof Jesusʼ ministry,He left His discipleswith
somepartingwords:

…“All authority in heavenand onearth hasbeengivento
me.Therefore goandmakedisciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the nameof the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching themtoobeyeverything I have
commandedyou.Andsurely I am with youalways, to the
very endof the age.”Matthew 28:18-20NIV

Let̓ sgo throughthispassage together.

“All authority in heavenand onearth hasbeengiven tome.”

Jesus is the ruler of heaven andearth.HeʼstheKing,andwe
live inHisKingdom.Jesus̓ Kingdomisn t̓ likeanyother nation
onEarth. That̓ sbecause it̓ sfilledwith peoplewhochoose to
live and love like Jesus throughservice, generosity,hospitality,
and forgiveness.

“Therefore goandmake disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the nameof the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching themtoobeyeverything I have
commandedyou.”

Not everyone hasexperiencedJesus̓ grace,forgiveness,and
acceptance. Jesus wants to changethat, andHewants our
help.So Hecalls us togo intoourneighborhoods,work-
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places,andall over the world,lovingpeoplehow Jesus does
andshowingthemthe joy,passion,andpurposeof a life
that̓ s fullydevoted to Him.

This could looklike invitingyourneighbors tochurch, sharing
the story ofwhat Godhasdonein your life,or anynumber
ofways Godcanuse you to share andshowHislove to
others aroundyou.

“Andsurely I amwith youalways, to thevery endof the age.”

Aswe gointo theworld tellingpeopleabout Jesus, we r̓enot
alone.Jesus iswith usevery stepof theway throughthe
Holy Spirit. The Spirit encouragesus andgivesusstrength
aswe pursueourmission.

Howdoweobey Jesus̓ commandtoshare Hismessage
andway of lifewith theworld? Christiansoften call our
approachto sharingJesus with the world “missions.”We get
involved inmissionslocally bygetting toknowourneighbors
and lookingforways tomeet the needsofpeople inour
communities.Aswe get toknowothers,weshareour stories
andtheway Jesus is changingour lives.

Asyou invest in yourneighborhoodor city, look forways
tosupport globalmissionsaswell.There are full-time
missionariesandmissionsorganizationsatworkall over the
world.Many focus onspecificneeds,likeBible translation,
education,disaster relief, and fightinghumantrafficking.

We can all supportmissions throughprayer.Andyoumay
choose to support their work throughgivingor lookingfor
opportunities to volunteer.Youcan learn moreaboutour
church s̓approach tomissionsbelow.
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What HappensNext?
You r̓ealmost finishedreadingthis book,butyourstory is
justbeginning.We̓ re soproudofyou for goingthroughthis
journey.Today,we̓dlike toshare these words fromanearly
Jesus followernamedPaul.

…Iam certain that God,whobeganthe goodworkwithin
you,will continuehis workuntil it is finally finished onthe
day when Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6NLT

Paulwrote thesewords to agroupof Jesus followers
two thousandyears ago.Thewhole chapter is full of
encouragementforpeopledoingtheir best to follow Jesus
eachday.They weren t̓ perfect, but they weremaking
progress,likeweare.

We don t̓knowwhere youwerewhen Jesus foundyouand
youchose to followHim.Andwedon t̓knowthechallenges
youʼvehadtoovercome inthepast fewweeks. Butwe are
confident thatGod hasstarted agoodwork in you,andHe
will continueHisworkfor the rest of your life.

Ourprayer for you is the sameprayer Paul sharedwith some
of the first Jesus followersinthe ancient city of Philippi:

I pray that your lovewill overflowmoreandmore,and that
you will keepongrowingin knowledgeand understanding.
Philippians 1:9NLT
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Yousaid yes.Nowkeepsayingyes to Jesus every day.
Seek progress,notperfection. God is love, soHewon t̓
abandonyouwhen lifegetshardor whenyoumakea
mistake.It won t̓ always feel easy,butasyoumakeprogress,
you l̓lwitness Godworkingall aroundyouasyou liveand
love likeJesus.

Sowhat happensnext?

Your journeyof followingJesus isunique.

Youmightchoose to findfriends througha smallgroup.

Youmightchoose toget to knowmoreaboutyour church.

Youmightchoose to useyourgifts tomakeadifference
throughserving.

Oryoucouldchoosesomethingcompletelydifferent!

Thisweekendat church, let yourpastorknowyou finished
thisbook.They̓d love tocongratulate youandhelpyou
discover yourbest next stepas you followJesus. Until then,
checkout the nextpagefor a fewmoreopportunities to
growyour faith.
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Next Steps
Congratulationson finishingthebook!We hope itgaveyou
someclarity, confidence,anddirectionasa Jesus follower.

So,what now?

Thebest thingyoucandonow is continue takingthedaily
stepsyou v̓e beenreadingabout in thisbook.There isn t̓ one
cookie-cutter path for followingJesus, butweʼvenoticed
somecommonsteps.

We hopeyou l̓lread through thesecommonstepsand talk
with apastor aboutwhat̓ snext for you:

Getting baptized

Findingamentor

Joining asmall group

Sharing your decisionto followJesus with a friendor family
member

Starting to serve

Seekingcounseling

Invitingsomeonetochurch

Giving back toyour churchandcommunity

Or someother stepGod s̓ Spirit is leadingyou to take.

Once again, congratulationson finishingthis book! It̓ s yours
tokeeporgive tosomeonewhomightfindit valuable.
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