Community United Methodist Church
Church Council Meeting
August 28, 2025 | 7:00 p.m.
Members in attendance - Becky Brammell, Melissa Conte, Mike Florio, Tracy Sepe, Kimmi Jacaszek, Lanita Myers, Taylor Powell, Diane Yeargers, Kate Tullis | Pastor Seth McPherson, Pastor Keeley DiMartino
1. Devotion – Kimmi Jacaszek, “Endowed with Faith”
2. Prayer Requests / Barb Zelezniak’s niece Melissa.  Linda Briggs was to have a heart catheterization but didn’t have to do it.  Rita Aber, cancer treatment.                                        Diane Yeargers opened in prayer.
3. Approval of prior meeting’s minutes – Lanita Myers, seconded by Taylor Powell.
4. Pastors’ reports:
Pastor Seth McPherson
a. Church Celebration was successful -positive feedback from vendors.  

b. 398 people at all services is the rolling average.  Labor Day weekend is traditionally low.  We haven’t dipped under 300 people.  
c. There are many opportunities for the congregation to grow in faith. 
d. Pastries with the Pastors is coming up 
e. Erin Kerstetter has been ramped up to full-time hours.  She cannot do that herself.  New program goals are to happen by Advent.   
f. Finished his dissertation last Friday.  Teaching Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
Pastor Keeley DiMartino
a. Working for the Care team and adding a few to the list.  We will take communion to homebound members.
b. Focus has been prayer.  Launching a new Prayer team that leads to Care.  As you see people, you reach out!
c. Meeting some of families in ARK, pickleball, sewing group….
d. She will be teaching Disciple 1 class – foundational – Wednesday nights.
e. Staff Ladies started the 40/40, walking a mile and reading a portion of John’s gospel
f. Preaching once a month. 
 
Becky B. complimented her on the growth in the prayer team in just two weeks.

5. SPRC Report – Pastor Seth
a. New business: At the Sept 11th meeting, staff healthcare with cares and costs will be discussed.
b. Duane Carter is stepping down from the Saturday night services.
c. Wednesday dinners are starting the 10th – a very part time person has not been named yet.
d. The café will be open, starting in October from Monday – Thursday.
e. Kia Mizak  (Dianne DiRiggi’s daughter) accepted the maintenance job.  She is to present in the evening to lock doors.  Hours are 5-9 pm, Sunday – Thursday.
6. Trustees Report 
a. Talked about existing roof.  No life left on the shingles.  
b. Leak in hallway – may have a problem with the air conditioning unit having a clogged drain
c. Thursday am work group is happening – looking towards fall for a regular team.
Gethsemane – 
a. RD, Seth, and Code Enforcement of Jeannette stated that it is not really not that bad. Fire alarms, exit lights and that is all we would need. On a deep dive, however, there is some leaking. Pray on what are connections will be and our visions.  Permanent this n that sale place?  Mosaic, Modern Music for a school of rock, for kids to be present?   
b. He has been in contact with Larry Homitsky.  He says that a ministry that goes in and out is disheartening.
c. It cost $10,000 for heat and electric.
d. Next step – continued prayer for outreach connections and people who have a heart for Jeannette.  No decision without a Church Conference.  It will be a Special Church Conference.  
e. United Methodist Foundation in Pittsburgh can be asked for ideas.  They have a ministry opportunity fund.
f. Becky Brammell would like to look back in time for ideas for the future.
g. Heating system and roof is fairly new – that’s a plus.
7. Finance Report – Kate Tullis, Kimmi Jacaszek
a. 1x1 increased in July.  $42,686 on target for 43% of goal.
b. General Fund is showing a summer slump.  
c. New thermometer has been hung in the café to show congregation how the 1x1 is climbing.
d. Trustees are over budget $124% - wanted Finance to be aware of that.
e. Finance is setting apart $50,000 for the roof.
f. They discussed Increasing the monthly apportionment payment.  Goal is for $79,000 for next year. We currently pay $3,000 a month.

8. Community Women of Faith Report, - Diane Yeargers, the Women planned their balance of the years’ activities; 
a. September is busy with Our Kickoff Potluck picnic on Monday, Sept. 15 at 6 p.m. and the Clothing Drive on Saturday September 27.  (We collect the Tuesday prior to that) We are also cooking and serving a meal at Living Hope on September 18th.

b. October activities include a puzzle event on Monday, Sept. 20, and we will be making soup for the frozen soup sale in the middle of the month.  There will be a sprinkle for Kennah Jenkins on October 4th.
c. November activities – Buy one Bless one soup sale on November 1&2.  Lee Liermann is our activities coordinator and she is running the Operation Christmas program on November 8 & 9.
d. In December we will have a Christmas Dinner at Manor Valley Country Club on December 8th.  The Holiday Helping Hands distribution will be on December 13th.
9. Youth Ministry Report  - Pastor Seth
a. Asked for a meal once a week.  
b. Student ministry Sunday coming up.
10. New Business (if not covered in prior sections)
a. Worship in the Park – Pastor Keeley will be preaching 

b. Be on the look-out on meetings for the Gethsemane Church and parsonage.

11. Closed in prayer by Pastor Keeley.

Next meeting: Thursday, September 25 | 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Diane Yeargers
