	Safe Sanctuaries - Key Policies 2025
The safety and well-being of students and ministry participants are our top priorities. The following procedures are essential to maintaining safe and healthy boundaries:

The Rule of Groups
Individuals serving with children or youth must not be alone in private with them. Appropriate settings include, but are not limited to:
Group settings
Public spaces
Situations where two adults are present with a student
Screening
All individuals serving in children’s or youth areas, including volunteers and staff, must undergo:
A comprehensive background check
A personal interview
Reference checks
Safe Sanctuary training, with an annual review
These measures ensure that only qualified individuals interact with children and youth.
Transportation
When transporting students:
Parental or guardian permission is required.
Two adults must be present in the vehicle.
Preferably, more than one student should be transported at a time.
Counseling
For formal one-on-one counseling sessions, the following conditions must be met:
Written approval from a parent or guardian
Written notification to other youth pastors or staff
Other adults must be present in the building
Sessions must occur during operational hours when other adults are nearby
Preferred locations: Youth office or Highway Breakout rooms
Electronic Communications
No anonymous or anonymizing communication platforms, such as Snapchat, may be used.
Text messages or other electronic communications by STNS employees with children or youth must adhere to the Rule of Groups.
Volunteers’ text messages or electronic communications with children and youth must also follow the Rule of Groups.
Children’s Classroom
At least one adult and one other staff members or volunteers must be present in children’s classes (infants through 6th grade).
One of the two classroom workers must be female.
Only female workers may assist with bathroom visits and diapers.
Classrooms must have windows or other lines of sight.
Only a parent, guardian, or previously authorized individual may pick up a child from a classroom setting.
Reporting Violations
We encourage you to report any perceived violations of these safeguards to the Senior Pastor, Executive Pastor, Operations Pastor or Church Board.
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