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NIV
Matthew 26:57-68
57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders had assembled. 58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome.
59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward.
Finally two came forward 61 and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”
62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus remained silent.
The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”
64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”[e]
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you think?”
“He is worthy of death,” they answered.
67 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?”

Matthew 27:11-26
11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
“You have said so,” Jesus replied.
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.
15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus[b] Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.
19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”
20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.
21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.
“Barabbas,” they answered.
22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked.
They all answered, “Crucify him!”
23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.
But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”
25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!”
26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.

	“In essentials, unity; (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)
in non-essentials, liberty; (Romans 14:1)
in all things, charity.” (John 13:34)

Theme: We move from Jesus’ bogus trials, to the disciples’ collapse, to the risen Savior, to the Spirit’s empowerment all because the ransom has been paid.

Quote:  The same Spirit who turned fearful disciples into courageous witnesses is the Spirit who empowers followers of Jesus today.
















































































































Both trials focus on seeking the approval of others.  This is a common problem for followers of Jesus today.  Read these scriptures and then answer the questions below: John 18:33-38, Galatians 1:10, James 4:17

-How does Pilate’s fear mirror moments when we stay silent?
-What approval do your find yourself clinging to?
-Where is God nudging you to act courageously
-When have you chosen safety over truth?
-What does it reveal about what you fear losing?
-What would it look like to trust God more deeply in those moments?

So we do not get stuck in our failings, please focus on what the Holy Spirit does for us.  There is no doubt the disciples struggled with fear, denial and hiding.  See Mark 14:27-31, Matthew 26:69-75. John 20:19

Why is it important to acknowledge our weakness before we can receive God’s strength?

How are we equipped with God’s strength?  See Acts 1:8, Acts 2:1-4, Acts 4:13, 2 Timothy 1:7

-Where do you need the Spirit’s power rather than your own effort?
-What would bold obedience look like in your life this week?
-How might the Spirit want to reshape River Valley in the years ahead?

How do we live empowered lives?  See Galatians 5:16-25, Ephesians 3:16-20, Zechariah 4:6

-What part of your life still runs on self‑effort instead of Spirit‑empowerment?
-What step of obedience is the Spirit inviting you to take?
-How can you pray for River Valley to be a Spirit‑empowered church in the years ahead?









