JOHN 11:25 Easter 2022
Resurrection Courage

Our Scripture for this morning is found in John chapter 11 which is also found
on the insert in your bulletin. It is from the story of Jesus and Lazarus who was a
dear friend of Jesus and the brother of Martha and Mary. In verse 1 of John 11 Jesus
heard that Lazarus was very ill and when he finally arrived in Bethany where
Lazarus lived Jesus learned that his friend had been dead four days 20-25 Martha
therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him, but Mary
stayed at the house. ??’Martha then said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my
brother would not have died ??"Even now | know that whatever You ask of God,
God will give You. ?Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." ?*Martha said to
Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." ?°*Jesus said
to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he
dies. Are you afraid to die? Put a little differently, are you afraid of death? And if
your initial response is "no" is it the case that you don't fear because you don't
think? You have felt so uncomfortable in the face of death that you do your best to
forget about it. It's fairly easy in our society to go for long stretches without a
reminder of death. We send our seriously ill off to hospitals where they can die in
peace surrounded by expensive machines and highly-trained medical personnel
who can keep them hanging on the brink of death for days or weeks or months,
but we don't see it. We can go for long stretches of time without a thought of
death but every now and then it jumps up and slaps us in the face doesn't it? That
has been our last year or two | think? Sometimes you can't forget. Every year the
reality of death is pressed upon my consciousness to a greater degree. More and
more | confront the dying and the grieving. You have to find a way to cope with
the fears. Some cope through sentimental talk of heaven. Some just try to stay
busy or buzzed. All of it is an attempt to deal with fear, fear of death which is a
deep, dark, horrible hole from which there is no escape. Are you afraid of death?
John Wesley was once a missionary afraid of death. He wrote

| went to America to convert the Indians; but oh, who will convert me? Who, what
is he that will deliver me from this evil heart of unbelief? | have a fair summer
religion. | can talk well and believe while no danger is near. But let death look me in
the face, and my spirit is troubled. Nor can | say, “to die is gain.” | have a sin of fear,
that when I've spun my last thread, | shall perish on the shore. Oh who will deliver
me from this fear of death?



Are you where Wesley was? Is it death that scares you, or is it judgment and hell?
Or maybe for some of you it's neither. Hell doesn't scare you. You don't believe in
that or think it’s not for you. The state of non-existence, if there is such, doesn't
thrill you but it doesn't frighten. Maybe you are just afraid of dying, the process
and the pain. It's like Woody Allen said, I'm not afraid to die, | just don't want to be
there when it happens. Whatever your situation, | know this about you - death
doesn't sit well with you. There is something about the cessation of life that seems
terribly wrong to you. The Bible says death is terribly wrong because you are
made in the image of God with eternity stamped upon you. You are made to be
immortal. And since we feel that deep down we talk about gaining immortality.
Some can only muster enough hope to suggest that we have immortality in that
the good we do lives on after us, or maybe the idea is that you have immortality by
producing children who live on. Woody Allen says these are forms of a poor man's
immortality and he says, | prefer to have immortality by never dying. Put me down
for that. | don't like death, and | refuse to pretend that everything is okay in spite of
it. The New Testament says that ever since the sin of Adam death has reigned!
And as long as death reigns everything is far from okay.

Now, you may be wondering how long I'm gonna go on about this. You
came here to be inspired and encouraged and here | am talking about death. No,
not really. My point really isn't about death - it's about fear. It struck me as I've
been reading the story of Christ's last week in Jerusalem how dominant fear was in
everything that went on in the greatest week of history. It seems that everybody,
almost, who was involved in the Easter story was controlled by fear. Just think
about it for a minute. First, there were the Jews who plotted to have Jesus Killed.
What was their motivation? Very clearly, it was fear. This 11th chapter of John tells
of how Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead and | want you to see the reaction of
the Jewish leaders to this incredible miracle. 45-48 Many of the Jews who came to
Mary, and saw what He had done, believed in Him. But some of them went to the
Pharisees and told them the things which Jesus had done. # Therefore the chief
priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, "What are we
doing? For this man is performing many signs. “"If we let Him go on like this, all
men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place
and our nation. What are they saying? Are they disputing the authenticity of the
miracles? No. They are saying woah, if this continues everybody is going to be
following Jesus, there will be a great social uproar, and the Romans won't let us run
our own affairs anymore. They envisioned Rome squishing a Jesus-led uprising and



removing the privileges previously granted to the Jews. The priests were afraid of
losing power, so they said, let's kill Jesus. But Roman law didn't allow Jews to put a
man to death so they appealed to the Roman governor Pilate. But, they ran into a
problem. Pilate didn't want to. Pilate was mystified by Jesus. He was scared of
Jesus. He said, I find no guilt in this man. But he, Pilate, sent him to the cross, why?
Fear of the Jews who threatened Pilate with political trouble. When Pilate said, /
find no guilt in him. John 19:7 The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by that
law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.” Now
listen to the next verse 8-9 Therefore when Pilate heard this statement, he was
even more afraid; °and he entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus,
"Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate was seriously

spooked and tried to let Jesus go but the Jews cried out 12cd If you release this
Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king
opposes Caesar. That is what scared Pilate. Caesar was like a tyrant and nobody
wanted to be regarded or accused as disloyal. So, it was political fear that led
Pilate to sentence Jesus to death.

Then too there was the fear of Simon Peter, the leader of the disciples. After
Jesus had been arrested and taken away to trial, Peter hung around trying to find
out what was happening. Three times someone saw him and said, hey, you were
one of his boys, weren't you? All three times Peter denied it. Why? He was afraid
of being identified with a criminal. He was afraid of what others might think. He was
afraid they might come after him next. Peter was controlled by fear. Then we read
of Joseph of Arimathea, who was a pharisee that happened to believe in Jesus.
Joseph was the one who took the body of Jesus for burial. Joseph didn't do
anything wrong during this period but | was intrigued by the description we are
given of him in John 19:38 where it says that Joseph was a secret disciple of Jesus.
Hey, that sounds neat doesn't it? Secret Christian man. | saw a church sign once
that indicated the pastor was named John Secret. | thought of how much fun that
name would be. When they called for a baby-sitter they would ask, Can you keep a
little secret? The guy probably had moved churches a lot in his career because
churches are not good at keeping a secret. | met a member of his church and
asked who the pastor was. He told me, "It's Secret." | said, well, I'm a pastor too,
you can tell me. Anyway, he really was a Secret Christian man. You know about
secret Christians, don't you? Some of you are one. You really like Jesus you just
don't want anyone else to know. Why is that? Fear. Fear of what others may think.



That was the problem with Joseph. The verse | quoted says he was a secret
disciple for fear of the Jews.

The roll call of the fearful continues with the Roman guards who were placed
at the tomb of Jesus to make sure the dead man didn't escape. Matthew 28
records that on Easter morning there was an earthquake which brought with it an
angel who rolled away the grave stone that blocked the way to the body of Christ.
3-4 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. “The
guards shook for fear of him and became like dead men. The guards were afraid
too and they had a good reason. Then we read of the women who came to the
tomb of Jesus. When they encountered the angel and the empty tomb they too
were afraid. And finally, there were the disciples. John 20 says they were holed up
in a secret place because they were afraid that the Jewish leaders may come after
them next when, all of a sudden, Jesus appeared and said, peace. Everybody in
this story is afraid of something and somebody aren't they? They were all
controlled by their fears. And | can't help but think that this is the way most people
function, most of the time. As a result, we can't stand up for truth; we can't tell
others about Jesus because of the persecution of the raised eyebrow. We are
afraid of what others think. Do you high-school students struggle with this? Teens
typically want to look cool and in control when they are actually terrified of looking
bad. Parents can't do their job well either because they are afraid they won't be
liked by their children. Some of you stood here in church today mumbling thru the
songs because you’re afraid the guy next to you will think you can't sing, or even
worse, that you are some kind of religious fanatic. Fear Fear Fear Fear Fear Fear -
it wears on you after a while. It drives you to drink, it drives you to a pleasure-
soaked indulgence of body and brain, to laziness, to wimpiness, to selfishness. So
few people live their lives by principles because they live by fear. Few live by faith,
because they live by fear. Few live by love because they live by fear.

What does this have to do with Easter? Well, the Easter story can be an
antidote for fear; and it addresses even the greatest of fears - the fear of death.
That's the big one | think. Easter hope can wipe away fear of even the big one. You
will notice, as you read the Easter story, that everyone is controlled by fear except
one person, and that, you might guess, is Jesus. Was Jesus afraid? Was He afraid
of the Jews? No. Was He afraid of Pilate? No. Was He afraid of dying on the cross?
Hold on. Was He afraid of dying on the cross? | believe He was. In fact, Luther said
that no man ever feared death like Jesus. No man ever faced a death like that of
Christ. His was a death for others. His death was a literal hell as He paid the debt



that sinners owed. In His hours in the garden of Gethsemane Jesus poured forth
blood, sweat and tears as He thought of what awaited Him. Jesus did have fear
but! He was never controlled by that fear and that is the critical difference. The
Jews and Pilate, and Peter, and Joseph and the guards and the disciples were all
controlled by their fear. They weren't living by principle or faith or love but by fear.
Jesus was just the opposite. He wasn't facing the raised eyebrow. He wasn't facing
political loss. He wasn't just facing pain and death. Jesus was facing the wrath of
Almighty God yet He did as His father commanded. He gave himself over, He went
to the cross and, despite the taunts and the jeers, He stayed there until He died!
Fear did not have its way - not with Jesus. Jesus had something you can have. He
had resurrection courage.

Resurrection courage can be distinguished from worldly courage. Worldly
courage is something that novelists and philosophers might exhort you to have,
but it is a courage without hope. It is courage in the face of despair. It is the
courage that says, life is meaningless so be courageous. This kind of thing has
been depicted in numerous novels and films in this century. One of those was a
movie called The White Cliffs of Dover in which Peter Lawford played the part of a
World War Il pilot who gets shot out of the sky near the magnificent white cliffs of
Dover. His plane is obviously failing and heading right towards the rocky sides of
those great cliffs. And Lawford, in a great display of existential courage, defiant to
the end, spits out of his plane at the cliffs just moments before he crashes and the
movie ends. And everybody in the theatre says, Wow, what courage. Woody Allen
and the Apostle Paul are saying, what nonsense. Life is meaningless, so be
courageous? Does that do anything for you? It doesn't make sense. It is no basis at
all for courage. But, if there is a life to come; if there is a God who will judge every
man according to his works, if there is a reward for faithfulness, then you have a
basis for courage - not found in despair, but in resurrection hope and resurrection
power. What was it that enabled Jesus to go on despite pain and fear? What
motivated Him to put up with what He did, to stay up on the cross, to suffer as He
did? It was the certainty which He had about the resurrection. Jesus had said
numerous times over that when He went into Jerusalem He would be opposed and
mocked and beaten and killed but that on the third day He would rise from the
dead. | submit to you that it was his certainty that he would live again that
strengthened him to live by faith and not by fear. Hebrews 12 says to fix your eyes
on Jesus 2 who for the joy set before Him endured the cross. That verse says it



was the joy set before Him, promised to Him by His father, that enabled Jesus to
endure the cross.

The resurrection was key to Christ's courage and it will be key for yours
because it eliminates the fear of eternal death. When you know the One who said, |
am the Resurrection and the Life you can spit into the face of death. You can say,
Oh Death, where is your sting? Oh, grave where is your victory?" A three-year-old
can learn John 3:16. That's a nice verse to memorize but let me tell ya, if you
understand it and trust it you have there the basis for facing life and death without
fear. Say it with me: 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
That is the promise Christ affirmed to us when He Himself returned from the dead.
He showed us that He holds the keys of death and hell and so is able to keep His
promises. The first thing Jesus said after His resurrection was, "Do not be afraid."
And listen to this from Jesus. John 16:33 These things | have spoken to you, that in
Me you might have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; |
have overcome the world. Take courage, why? Because life is meaningless?
Because | have overcome the world. Listen to what was prophesied by Zacharias
just before the birth of Jesus Luke 1:68-69 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for
He has visited us and accomplished redemption for His people, ¢°and has raised up
a horn of salvation for us in the house of David His servant. 74 To grant us that we,
being rescued from the hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear. That,

to me is a fascinating verse because it speaks of God's purposes in the coming
salvation thru Jesus. Jesus came, it says, that we might serve God how? Without
fear. That's fantastic! No longer need we be enslaved to a fear of man, a fear of
Satan, a fear of death. We have courage thru the death and resurrection of Jesus.
In a rare trip to the theatre, many years ago | went to see the movie,
Braveheart. The graphic violence in the movie left me staring at the corner of the
big screen at times, but the story that movie depicts is awesome. Braveheart
brought you face to face with death. That's for sure. But it was also a magnificent
portrayal of how differently men respond to it. For some, death becomes the
ultimate evil, to be avoided at all costs. Truth, integrity, conscience, are all
negotiable in the face of danger. For such as these, fear has its own way. And
listen, if this life is all there is, then | understand that. If there is no resurrection then
hang on to this life at any price! But! But, if there is something beyond, if there is a
judgment, if there is a promise, if there is eternity then we are free to live as men of
principle and conviction and character. We are free to face the onslaught of evil



and say, "No" regardless of the costs. The Scottish patriot, William Wallace, as
portrayed in Braveheart, was a man who could see beyond the grave. And
because of that he saw that there are things worthy dying for. Do you believe
that? Is there anything worth dying for? Recent polls show that most college
students in our country can't think of a single thing for which they would give their
lives. What a pity! My favorite line in Braveheart is when the hero is being urged to
compromise lest he die a torturous death. And he says this: "All men die, but not all
men truly live." A life shackled by fear is no life. And until you have something
worth dying for you have nothing worth living for. You watch movies about war,
like Braveheart, and Saving Private Ryan, and Gettysburg. You wonder what
compelled these men to stand across a field from each other and run at each other
with swords and spears, with minimal hope of survival. Where does that kind of
courage come from? For the Christian, it comes from Easter. It is resurrection
courage.

One more passage and we'll be done. (Acts 4) To understand Acts 4 you
need to know that in Acts 3 Peter and John had just given new legs to a man who
was lame after which they took opportunity to collect an offering. No, to preach
the good news about Jesus. But the Jewish leaders were not pleased. 4:1-7 As
they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple guard
and the Sadducees came up to them, °being greatly disturbed because they were
teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. >And
they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next day, for it was already
evening. “‘But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the
number of the men came to be about five thousand. °On the next day, their rulers
and elders and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem; °and Annas the high
priest was there, and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of high-
priestly descent. "When they had placed them in the center, they began to inquire,
"By what power, or in what name, have you done this?” Did you hear all that? Here
are two worker-class Jewish Christians dragged in front of the rulers, elders,
scribes, the high priest and all his family. If there was ever gathered a group to
intimidate any Jew this was it. They are placed, it says, in the center of this crowd
and challenged to defend themselves. Now read on 8-10b Then Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and elders of the people, °if we are on trial
today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been made well,
Olet it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of
Jesus Christ the Nazarene. Peter is not mincing words here is he? 10b-12 By the



name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from
the dead--by this name this man stands here before you in good health. ""He is the
stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief corner
stone. “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under
heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved. In just a few
short verses Peter told them that they had crucified the son of God, that Jesus is
risen from the dead, that they foolishly rejected their Messiah and that salvation
belongs exclusively to those who follow Jesus. This is the same Peter who weeks
before had denied Jesus before a servant girl. OR is it? No, it is now a Peter full of
resurrection courage! And you see the response of the Jewish leaders. They were
blown out of their seats. 13a As they observed the confidence of Peter and John
and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men. Their courage was
not based in any intellectual superiority, oh no. 13 As they observed the confidence
of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men,
they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus. You
spend time with Jesus and you are going to lose something. Your fear. You will live
by principle, by faith, by love, not fear.

Do you get it? Do you want to be set free from sin, set free from guilt, set
free from fear? Jesus said, if you abide in my word you will know the truth and the
truth will set you free. If you are here today and without a clue what Jesus taught
that would set you free from guilt and fear ask a Christian friend. If you don't have
one ask me. | would be delighted to talk with you and share with you the life-
changing message of the Risen King. I'm excited about that message because my
reasons to fear died with Jesus on the cross and when he rose again they were
buried forever. Praise God! Let's pray.



