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1 John 4:1-6 Spiritual Discernment









]l John 4:1-6

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into
the world. 2 This 1s how you can recognize the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come 1n the tlesh 1s from God, 3
but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus
1s not from God. This 1s the spirit of the
antichrist, which you have heard 1s coming and
even now 1s already 1n the world.



]l John 4:1-6

4 You, dear children, are from God and have
overcome them, because the one who 1s 1n you
1s greater than the one who 1s in the world. 5
They are from the world and therefore speak
from the viewpont of the world, and the world
listens to them. 6 We are from God, and
whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever
1s not from God does not listen to us. This 1s
how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the
spirit of falsehood.



Il John 4:1

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits to see whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into the
world



CounterCulturePerspectives

A. Reality 1s not merely physical but
spiritual.



CounterCulturePerspectives

Ephesians 6: 12 For our struggle 1s not
against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the
powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil 1n the heavenly
realms.



CounterCulturePerspectives

1 John 3:24 The one who keeps God’s

commands lives in him, and he 1n them.
And this 1s how we know that he lives 1n
us: We know 1t by the Spirit he gave us.



CounterCulturePerspectives

A. Reality 1s not merely physical but
spiritual.

B. There 1s truth and talsehood



CounterCulturePerspectives

4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every
spirit, but test the spirits to see whether
they are from God, because many false
prophets have gone out into the world.



The Primal Test

2 This 1s how you can recognize the Spirit
of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come 1n the tlesh 1s from
God, 3 but every spirit that does not
acknowledge Jesus 1s not from God.



The Primal Test

2 This 1s how you can recognize the Spirit
of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come 1n the tlesh 1s from
God, 3 but every spirit that does not
acknowledge Jesus 1s not from God.



The Primal Test

“The fundamental Christian doctrine
which can never be compromised concerns
the eternal divine-human person of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.”

- John Stott



The Primal Test

2 This 1s how you can recognize the Spirit
of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that
Jesus Christ has come 1n the flesh 1s from
God, 3 but every spirit that does not
acknowledge Jesus 1s not from God. This 1s
the spirit of the antichrist, which you have
heard 1s coming and even now 1s already 1n

the world.



Be Encouraged

4 You, dear children, are from God and
have overcome them, because the one who
1s 1n you 1s greater than the one who 1s 1n

the world.



Be Aware

5 They are from the world and theretfore
speak from the viewpoint of the world, and
the world listens to them. 6 We are from
God, and whoever knows God listens to us;
but whoever 1s not from God does not
listen to us. This 1s how we recognize the
Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.
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1 John The Marks of True Faith



