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B a c k g r o u n d …  

•  1 John – the first of three letters 
•  John – one of the 12 disciples; wrote the gospel 

of John and the book of Revelation 
•  Written late in the 1 century – 85-95 A.D. 
•  Addressing false beliefs about Jesus and the 

Christian life. 



1  J ohn  1 : 1 - 4  
1 That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have 
touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of 
life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We 
proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so 
that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus 
Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 
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2.   Spiritual Life is For Real 

“The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, 
and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was 
with the Father and has appeared to us.”  1 John 1:2 
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2.   Spiritual Life is For Real 

“The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, 
and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was 
with the Father and has appeared to us.”  1 John 1:2 
 
“I have come that they might have life, and have it to 
the full.”  John 10:10 
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For Real  
1.   Jesus is For Real 
2.   Spiritual Life is For Real 
3.   Fellowship is For Real 
4.   Joy is For Real 

“We write this to make our joy complete.”  vs 4 

  



For Real  
1.   Jesus is For Real 
2.   Spiritual Life is For Real 
3.   Fellowship is For Real 
4.   Joy is For Real 

“We write this to make our joy complete.”  vs 4 
 
“There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents.” Luke 15:10 
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