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Declaring Hope
Week 4: Condemnation and Forgiveness
Scripture: Psalm 103; Ephesians 1:1-10; Colossians 1:3-14; Romans Road
to Salvation: Romans 3:23, Romans 5:8, Romans 6:23, Romans 8:1,
Romans 10:9
Small Group Questions:
1) What is one of the most profound stories of forgiveness you’ve ever
witnessed or experienced? What made it so powerful?
2) In our world we are very quick to condemn but slow to forgive and
reconcile. How is that different from what we see from God’s character
and approach to condemnation and forgiveness, even throughout the
Old Testament?
3) The enemy-love of God and the radical forgiveness of Christ was a
source of controversy and tension for God’s people throughout scripture.
What are some stories about Jesus in the gospels that communicate
God’s forgiveness in a world that seeks to condemn?
4) Even though God has forgiven us, we can be slow to forgive ourselves.
When we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8) and rose from
the grave so that we could take on a new identity as saints. How does the
identity of “saint” or “sinner” resonate with you? Are you drawn toward
one more than the other? Do you find either of them uncomfortable?
5) What is the difference between “shame” and “conviction”? How have
you experienced them? How has Christ’s forgiveness made a difference

in your life? Has it changed how you treat yourself and others?
NOTES

40 DAYS OF PRAYER & FASTING

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” - Romans 12:12
Pray for those who are living in condemnation that they would encounter,
receive, and extend the forgiveness of Christ.
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