5 Day Devotional

Day 1: Good Intentions, Wrong Direction

Devotional

Have you ever meant well but ended up causing harm? The Pharisees likely started with pure hearts,
wanting to serve God faithfully. Yet somewhere along the way, their good intentions led them down a
path that actually pushed people away from God rather than drawing them closer.

This happens more often than we'd like to admit. We can become so focused on doing things "right"
that we forget the heart behind our actions. We might correct someone's theology while crushing
their spirit, or enforce standards while neglecting love. The Pharisees had become experts at religion
but had lost touch with relationship.

The beautiful truth is that recognizing this tendency is the first step toward change. When we
acknowledge that our good intentions can sometimes miss the mark, we open ourselves to God's
gentle correction. He doesn't want us to stop caring about truth or standards, but He does want us to
lead with love and humility.

God is patient with our learning process. He sees our hearts and knows our intentions, even when our

methods need adjustment. Today, let's ask Him to help us examine not just what we're doing, but how
and why we're doing it.

Bible Verse

'The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat.' - Matthew 23:1 (New International
Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

Can you think of a time when your good intentions led to an outcome you didn't expect, and what did
you learn from that experience?

Quote

Good intentions, wrong direction.

Prayer
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Lord, help me examine my heart and motivations today. Guide me to serve You with both truth and
love, ensuring my good intentions align with Your heart for others.
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Day 2: The Foundation of Faith

Devotional

Pride has a way of sneaking into our spiritual lives. We study, we grow, we serve, and gradually we
can begin to think we've got it all figured out. But Jesus reminds us that true spiritual maturity
actually moves us toward greater humility, not away from it.

The Pharisees had impressive religious credentials. They knew Scripture, followed traditions, and
appeared deeply spiritual. Yet their knowledge had puffed them up rather than humbled them before
God. They had forgotten that faith begins not with what we know, but with recognizing what we don't
know.

Humility isn't about thinking less of ourselves; it's about thinking of ourselves less. When we
approach God and others with genuine humility, we create space for real growth and authentic
relationships. We become learners rather than know-it-alls, servants rather than judges.

The most spiritually mature people you know are likely also the most humble. They've learned that the
closer they get to God's perfect light, the more clearly they see their own need for grace. This isn't

discouraging—it's liberating. It frees us from the exhausting burden of having to be perfect and allows
us torestin God's love.

Bible Verse

'The greatest among you will be your servant.’ - Matthew 23:11 (New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

How has growing in your faith changed your perspective on what it means to be spiritually mature?

Quote

Faith begins with humility.

Prayer

Father, keep my heart humble as | grow in You. Help me remember that true greatness comes
through serving others with Your love.
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Day 3: Permission to Question

Devotional

Growing up, many of us learned that questioning authority—especially spiritual authority—was
somehow wrong or disrespectful. But what if healthy questioning is actually part of how God
designed us to grow in faith?

Jesus Himself asked questions throughout His ministry, and He welcomed questions from others.
The problem with the Pharisees wasn't that they had strong convictions, but that they had closed
themselves off to continued learning and growth. They had become unteachable.

God gave us minds that think, analyze, and seek understanding. When we're encouraged to wrestle
with our faith, to ask hard questions, and to seek deeper truth, our relationship with God becomes
more authentic and personal. We move from inherited faith to owned faith.

This doesn't mean we question everything out of rebellion or doubt. Rather, we question from a place
of wanting to understand more deeply, to grow more fully, and to love more completely. When we're
willing to change our minds based on new understanding, it's not failure—it's growth.

God isn't threatened by our questions. He welcomes them because He knows that seeking hearts find

Him more fully. Today, bring your questions to God with confidence, knowing He delights in your
desire to know Him better.

Bible Verse

'For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.' -
Matthew 23:12 (New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

What questions about faith have you been hesitant to ask, and how might exploring them actually
deepen your relationship with God?

Quote

When we're willing to change our minds, it's not because we failed. It's because we've learned. And
that's how God grows us.

Prayer
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Lord, thank You for welcoming my questions and doubts. Help me seek truth with an open heart and
mind, trusting that You will guide me into deeper understanding.
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Day 4: Opening Gates, Not Guarding Them

Devotional

Jesus accused the Pharisees of shutting the door to God's kingdom in people's faces. They had
become gatekeepers instead of gate-openers, creating barriers where God intended bridges. This is a
sobering warning for anyone in spiritual leadership or influence.

It's easy to slip into gatekeeper mode without realizing it. We might impose our expectations on
others, judge their spiritual journey, or make faith feel more complicated than it needs to be.
Sometimes we do this because we genuinely care about truth and standards, but we forget that
Jesus is the gate—not us.

True spiritual influence involves helping people find their way to Jesus, not creating obstacles along
the path. This means meeting people where they are, speaking their language, and focusing on
relationship over rules. It means being patient with those who are just beginning their faith journey
and remembering that we're all works in progress.

The beautiful truth is that Jesus opens gates. He invites people in, welcomes the weary, and makes
space at His table for everyone. When we follow His example, we become bridge-builders rather than
wall-builders, helping others discover the love and grace that transformed our own lives.

Bible Verse

'Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of
heaven in people's faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to." -
Matthew 23:13 (New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

In what ways might you be unintentionally creating barriers to faith for others, and how can you
become more of a bridge-builder?

Quote

Not to keep people out, but to bring people in. Okay? Jesus says, | am the gate. And he Opens the
gate that others may come in.

Prayer
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Jesus, help me be a gate-opener like You. Show me how to welcome others into Your love rather than
creating barriers that keep them away.
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Day 5: Walking People to Jesus

Devotional

The tax collector in Jesus' parable had no impressive resume, no religious credentials, no fancy titles.
All he had was a simple, honest prayer: "God, have mercy on me, a sinner." And Jesus said this man
went home justified before God.

This story reveals something beautiful about how God sees us. He's not impressed by our
accomplishments or put off by our failures. He's drawn to humble, honest hearts that recognize their
need for Him. The tax collector understood something the Pharisee missed: we all need grace.

As we end this week's journey, let's remember that our calling isn't to impress people with our
spiritual knowledge or overwhelm them with religious requirements. Our calling is simple: love people
and lead them to Jesus. This happens through kindness, understanding, and genuine relationship.
When we lead with love, we create safe spaces where people can encounter God's grace. When we
walk alongside others rather than standing above them, we reflect the heart of Jesus who came not

to be served, but to serve. This week, look for opportunities to open doors for others, to show
kindness, and to point people toward the One who loves them unconditionally.

Bible Verse

'But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast
and said, "God, have mercy on me, a sinner." - Luke 18:13 (New International Version (NIV))

Reflection Question

Who in your life needs to experience God's love through your kindness and acceptance this week?

Quote

Love on them and lead with kindness. Just maybe you might change somebody's life.

Prayer

Father, help me walk people to Jesus through love and kindness. Use me to open doors and show
others the grace that has transformed my life.
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