The Origin of Gender and Marriage
Message 2 of 3 in the series: “Origins”
1.   God created us and gave us life.
“Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person.” Genesis 2:7 (NLT)
a. God is the creator and source of life.
“’I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the end,’ says the Lord God. ‘I am the one who is, who always was, and who is still to come—the Almighty One.’” Revelation 1:8 (NLT)

“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth… he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else… in him we live and move and have our being.” 
Acts 17:24-28 (NIV)
b. Creation carries with it the right of ownership. 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him. For he laid the earth’s foundation on the seas and built it on the ocean depths.” Psalm 24:1-2 (NLT) (1 Cor. 10:26)
“If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for all the world is mine and everything in it.” Psalm 50:12 (NLT)
Life Application:  We must choose whether or not we will worship God and live as He designed us to live.
“Let us sing psalms of praise to him. For the Lord is a great God, a great King above all gods. He holds in his hands the depths of the earth and the mightiest mountains. The sea belongs to him, for he made it. His hands formed the dry land, too. Come, let us worship and bow down. Let us kneel before the Lord our maker, for he is our God. We are the people he watches over, the flock under his care. If only you would listen to his voice today!” Psalm 95:2b-7 (NLT)
“Serve the Lord alone. But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today whom you will serve.” 
Joshua 24:14b-15a (NLT)
2.  God created us male and female.

“So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. Then God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it.’” 
Genesis 1:27-28a (NLT)

a. God designed men and women to be complementary, NOT identical. 

“Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just right for him.’ So the Lord God formed from the ground all the wild animals and all the birds of the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would call them, and the man chose a name for each one. He gave names to all the livestock, all the birds of the sky, and all the wild animals. But still there was no helper just right for him. So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the Lord God took out one of the man’s ribs and closed up the opening. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to the man.” Genesis 2:18-22 (NLT)
b.   God carefully designed each of us, including our gender.   

“You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the womb. You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed. How precious are your thoughts about me, O God. They cannot be numbered! I can’t even count them; they outnumber the grains of sand! And when I wake up, you are still with me!” Psalm 139:13-18 (NLT)

“I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.” Jeremiah 1:5a (NLT)
Life Application: We can trust God’s plans for our lives.
“Though I am surrounded by troubles, you will protect me from the anger of my enemies…The Lord will work out his plans for my life—for your faithful love, O Lord, endures forever. Don’t abandon me, for you made  me.” Psalm 138:7-8 (NLT)
3. God came up with the idea of marriage.

“’At last!’ the man exclaimed. ‘This one is bone from my bone, and flesh from my flesh! She will be called “woman,” because she was taken from “man.”’ This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one. Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame.” Genesis 2:23-25 (NLT)
Life Application: God created marriage so a man and his wife can mutually complete each other. 

“’Haven’t you read the Scriptures?’ Jesus replied. ‘They record that from the beginning “God made them male and female.”’ And he said, ‘”This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” Since they are no longer two but one, let no one split apart what God has joined together.’” Matthew 19:4-6 (NLT)
4. Two more thoughts: 
a. Many people will not be willing to listen to what the Bible says.
“For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear.” 2 Timothy 4:3 (NLT)
“God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.” 
Matthew 5:11-12 (NLT)
b. We need to gently instruct those who oppose the truth.
“A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, and be patient with difficult people. Gently instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people’s hearts, and they will learn the truth. Then they will come to their senses and escape from the devil’s trap. For they have been held captive by him to do whatever he wants.” 2 Timothy 2:24-26 (NLT)
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Connect Group Discussion Questions:
Read Genesis 2 and then discuss the following questions:

1. What do you appreciate most about the opposite sex? What confuses you most about the opposite sex?

2. Why do you think many people in our culture reject the Biblical teaching that God created us male and female? 

3. Why do you think many people in our society have given up on marriage?

4. How have you seen our society change in the past 10 years? How does this make you feel?

5. Read 2 Timothy 2:24-26. How well can you defend your beliefs about gender, marriage, creationism? What would help you be better equipped to defend your faith?
6. Spend some time praying for our church and Christians around the world. Ask God to bring about a spiritual awakening. Also ask God to give us courage and conviction regarding our beliefs and trust in the Bible.
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