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  Happy New Year, Hope!  
 
 Hope is what we have just celebrated, because God loved each of us so much, He 
sent Jesus to save us, teach, us, and die for our sins.  Easter will come soon this year, but we 
should be praising God each day for His Grace and Love. 
 
As we enter 2025 let us each focus more on God this year, watching for The Holy Spirit to 
guide us on the new path we have started walking together as a Global Methodist Church.   
 
Last year was not an easy year with all the changes that happened. I have been moved by 
how each of you have navigated these changes. You all prayed for God to lead us, and He 
did. You have inspired me, Hope. I know that God is leading this church. We have continued 
to share our blessing here in Edwardsburg and out into the world. You have financially sup-
ported our ministry beyond anything I would have ever expected.   
 
I am happy to share with you that we have received our property deeds back and they have 
been filed. Well done, everyone!  Hope, you now own your property with no trust clause.   
 
This year we will learn together what is ahead for us. We all need to be praying that God will 
put people in our paths that we can share life with as followers of Christ.   
 
I would like to thank you for all your support through cards, phone calls, texts, and most all 
through your prayers. Kathe and I feel very blessed to be here walking with each of you.   
  
Happy New Year. May God bless you. 
 
Pastor Rob and Kathe 
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HOPE CHURCH & MISSION 
Church Family 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Ben Morgan 
Heidi Meadows 
Clarence Miller 
Mike Morgan 
Pastor Rob Snodgrass 
Sabrina English 
Sharon Tafunai 

Shirley Andrews 
Bonnie Morgan 
Mark Werner 
 
SPRC TEAM 
Bonnie Morgan, Diane Seifert, 
Jack Weiler, Sue Rinehart, Mike Mor-
gan 
 
PASTORS & FAMILIES 
Brenda Gordon 
Evan Lash & Barbara Jackson 
Matt & Cara Weiler 
Nate & Amy Starkey 
Rob & Kathe Snodgrass 
Scott & Carrie Otis 
Tom & Lisa Maxwell 
 
HOME BOUND 
Merian Ackles, Sally Blunier, Betty 
Brady, Tony & Deb Lang, Sherry Lein-
inger, Sharon & Bob Morgan, Jan 
Read, Donna Taelman, Bev         Tor-
geson, Cynthia Wade, Ray White 
 

GOOD THINGS HAPPENING AT HOPE 

 
 Stuff-a-Bus collected almost $5000 in 
money and gift cards as well as many toys and 
lots of food. Huge thanks to Zimmie’s, Edwards-
burg Public Schools for use of the bus, Mara-
thon, Dollar General and the Four Square restau-
rant for parking lot access.   
 Credit for this seasonal blessing goes out 
to the many volunteers who donated time and 
energy to the project. Thank 
You! 

 
 Over 20 people gath-
ered in Reese Hall on a 
snowy Saturday for a yummy 
event — the Cookie Ex-
change. Participants filled 
their containers with dozens 
of cookies of many varieties 
along with other seasonal 
treats followed by socializing 
over coffee. Thanks to Jamie Schauer and Amber 
Miller for organizing the event. 

 
Eight singers turned out for a vocal ensemble 
led by Dave Girton. The small but enthusiastic 
group added a choral offering to worship on De-
cember 22. Thanks, Dave for your leadership.  

 
The ensemble number was followed by Dr. Tom 
Rea singing “Oh, Holy Night”. Tom has sung this 
traditional Christmas song for our congregation  
for 67 years! Thank you, Tom. 
 
Hope’s in-house Christmas card delivery service 
raised  almost $230 which will be donated to Sa-
maritan’s Purse and the Edwardsburg Food Pan-
try. Thanks to Sharon Tafunai for organizing this 
service. 
 
Speaking of the food pantry — Hope volunteers 
participated in packing 180 food baskets for 
Christmas recipients. 
 
Hope’s worship centers were decked with over 30 
poinsettias donated by church members. 
Thanks to Sue Rinehart for handling this.  
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COHEN AHRENS  1/01 
CYNTHIA WADE  1/02  
PENNY FRIES  1/05 
KAYLEN STARKEY  1/06 
SHEILA GEROU  1/07 
DYLAN SPICHER  1/07 
LISA SCHMIDT  1/08 
JOE FAHEY  1/09 
GARY OWENS   1/10 
JACKIE BIGGS  1/11 
JUDY DENEMARK  1/12 
CARLEE BURGER  1/13 
CAROL PETERS  1/14 
ALLYAH ANDERSON 1/16 
TONY MANFRED  1/16 
PAM CHAPMAN  1/16 
NANCY HOFFMAN 1/16 
CONNIE HEBRON  1/17 
ASHLEY STREB  1/17 
MICHELE GORDON 1/18 
JESSIE (KAY) GILBERT 1/18 
ISABELLE EDGERTON 1/19 
DAN BOONE  1/19 
MARGE HANSON  1/19 
COURTNEY HARTING 1/20 
LEIGH ANN HARTING 1/20 
EMILY BUSSEN  1/20 
RENE DeYOUNG  1/20 
SHERRY SAYLES  1/21 
CARIN REESE  1/23 
MARILYN MEADOWS 1/25 
PAT HERR  1/27 
ANNA REA  1/27 
ZOEY ROUCH  1/30 
LOUISE BARNUM  1/31 
GLENYCE BENTZER 1/31 

LAURA & COREY SHEETS  1/27 
MARGE & BRUCE NURTON 1/28 
JUDY & GENE MONTGOMERY 1/29 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME 
SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 

 
Hope UMC offers a time for cof-
fee and fellowship at 9:30 AM in 
Reese Hall immediately follow-
ing the early worship service, 
providing an opportunity to meet 
and connect with visitors and 
friends, engage in conversation, 
and enjoy light snacks and drinks in a relaxed atmos-
phere.  
 
What is one thing that makes coffee fellowship time a 
successful ministry?  The VOLUNTEERS!   Please 
consider if this is an area in which you feel you can be 
of service within your church family.  You can team up 
with a friend and become a part of this ministry oppor-
tunity. For additional information, or to be added to the 
calendar, please contact the church office at 269-663-
5321.You may also use the sign-up sheets on the bulle-
tin board in Reese Hall. 

Snowbirds 
Please leave a message for Melissa in the office at 269-663-
5321x9 to let us know when you’re headed south and when you 
are planning on returning.  We can send you a newsletter, if 
you’d like.  It’s also available online online at www.hope-umc.us.  
You can also worship with us by viewing the livestream, youtube 
recording or audio recording on the sermons tab. 

http://www.hope-umc.us
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 TRUST 

 
In life we find someone we can trust with our life. 
It may be a friend or a family member we put our 
trust. 
We may have secrets we need to discuss but not 
share. 
They can be good things or bad things we hold inside. 
 
Sometimes they can be secret things we're waiting on. 
May be a celebration coming up or a special party. 
The excitement we have needs to be shared or we 
bust. 
That's when that special trust person is so important. 
 
Sometimes we hold secrets that effect our daily lives. 
They can be scary or not so scary for us to have. 
We may have trouble sharing these secret thoughts 
When we do. we can ride us of this anxiety. 
 
Psalm 56:3-4 When I am afraid I will trust in you. 
In God Whose word I praise.  In God I trust.  I will 
not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me? 
 
Proverbs  3-4  Trust in the Lord with all your heart 
and do not rely on your own understanding. 
 
Our Lord loves to rejoice in the good things that hap-
pen 
in our lives as well as the troubling things in our lives. 
So we will always have someone to talk  to and share 
what is hiding in our heart whether it be good or bad. 
 
So at this CHRISTmas season I hope you will put all 
your trust in the Lord and share all your troubles and 
all your joys with Him.   
  —Tony and Deb Lang 

Month of November Ministry Fund Summary 
Ministry Fund Donations:    $ 13,095 
Ministry Fund Expenses:   $-16,441  
Shortfall for the Month:   $  -3,346            
 
Year to date shortfall = $ -4,892 
Monthly Budget amount: $ 20,053 
 
All November bills have been paid.  Our Ministry Fund bal-
ance is $118,620.  Thank you for your continued support! 
 

Miracle Sunday 
We received $114,155 during November to the Miracle 
Sunday Fund. This fund has been used to pay part of the 
covenantal closure costs. The remaining costs were fi-
nanced into a loan which will be secured by the Parsonage 
Property. Thank you for your donations!  Please contact 
Pastor Rob, Dawn or any LT member if you have questions. 
 

November Mortgage & Mission Fund Allocation 
   $139.80 Missions 
   $998.58 Parsonage Mortgage 
   $359.62 Capital Improvements 
$1,498.00 Total Donations 
 

Parsonage Mortgage Update 
   $998.58 Regular Mortgage Payment - Mortgage Fund 
 
Current Parsonage Mortgage Balance = $106,248 after the 
December 2024 regular Payment.  We are paying off this 
Mortgage in December to move the obligation to First 
State Bank due to the covenantal closure of Hope UMC.  

GIVING UPDATE 
Thank you for your generous support.  To simplify 
giving as we transition in December, please make 
your checks payable to Hope.  If you online bill pay, 
please change the payee’s name to Hope.  If you 
have any questions regarding online giving through 
Vanco or would like to change your payment, 
please contact Dawn Weingart at 269-663-5321x6. 
 

Year End Donations 
Here are the ways that your donation to Hope can 
still be included on your 2024 donation statement, 
per the IRS: Set up your online gift to be received 
by Tuesday, December 31. 
 
Make sure that your donation is post-marked on 
or before December 31 and sent to P O Box 624, 
Edwardsburg, MI 49112 

IRA Information 
You can save on Federal and State taxes by directly con-
tributing a portion of your IRA distribution to HOPE.  
Please contact Dawn @ 269-663-5321 x6 for more infor-
mation. 
 



January 2025   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday   

                            
  1     2     3     4 
  New Years Day 
Office Closed 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

5:00pm Music Practice 
5-6pm 

    Office closed       

                      
                                        
  5     6     7     8     9     10     11 
  8:30am & 10:30am 
Service 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

8:15am Village Hybrid 
School 8:15-4pm 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

10:00am Staff Meet-
ing 

6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

8:15am Village Hybrid 
School 8:15-4pm 

5:30pm Band Practice 
6:30pm Men's Bible 

Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-2:00 
8:15am Village Hybrid 

School 8:15-4pm 
9:30am Wednesday 

morning Bible Study 
6:30pm Leadership 

Team Meeting 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

5:00pm Music Practice 
5-6pm 

    Office closed       

                                  

      
                                        
  12     13     14     15     16     17     18 
  8:30am & 10:30am 
Service 

3:00pm Youth Group 
3pm 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

8:15am Village Hybrid 
School 8:15-4pm 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

8:15am Village Hybrid 
School 8:15-4pm 

5:30pm Band Practice 
6:30pm Men's Bible 

Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-2:00 
8:15am Village Hybrid 

School 8:15-4pm 
9:30am Wednesday 

morning Bible Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

5:00pm Music Practice 
5-6pm 

    Office closed       

                                        
                                        
  19     20     21     22     23     24     25 
  8:30am & 10:30am 
Service 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

8:15am Village Hybrid 
School 8:15-4pm 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

8:15am Village Hybrid 
School 8:15-4pm 

5:30pm Band Practice 
6:30pm Men's Bible 

Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-2:00 
8:15am Village Hybrid 

School 8:15-4pm 
9:30am Wednesday 

morning Bible Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

5:00pm Music Practice 
5-6pm 

    Office closed     9:00am Reservation 

                                        
                                        
  26     27     28     29     30     31     
  8:30am & 10:30am 
Service 

5:00pm Messy Church 
5-7pm 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

8:15am Village Hybrid 
School 8:15-4pm 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

6:30pm Women's 
Bible Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

8:15am Village Hybrid 
School 8:15-4pm 

5:30pm Band Practice 
6:30pm Men's Bible 

Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-2:00 
8:15am Village Hybrid 

School 8:15-4pm 
9:30am Wednesday 

morning Bible Study 

    Office Hours 9:00-
2:00 

9:00am Ship Shape for 
Christ Exercise 

5:00pm Music Practice 
5-6pm 

    Office closed   

  

                                      




