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Welcome
<

WELCOME TO COWPLAIN CHURCH
SINGING TOGETHER

...................................... Pastor Phill
................................................. To God be the glory

Living hope
PRAYER
SINGING TOGETHER .ciiiieiiiieiiieeieeeecceceecccsenereenneereereeees Bless God
UPDATES ettt sttt e seee st s sressave e Assistant Pastor Chris
9:15 SERVICE: INFANT DEDICATION ..ciiiriieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneneeenens Lydia Kent
SINGING TOGETHER ...oiiiieeiecteeeeceeee e eeeeeesenee e e Amazing grace
BIBLE READING ...ccovveeveeereeeneeene Acts 9:1-19. (Church Bible page 1154)
MESSAGE ..ooeieiteeieeetee ettt es e e e s saee e Taught by Pastor Phill

........................................................ When | was lost

N

Renewal ~4
How to overcome an identity crisis.
Acts 9:1-19, Galatians 2:19-20

'There must be a spiritual renewal of your thoughts and attitudes.
You must display a new nature because you are a new person,
created in God's likeness—righteous, holy, and true.’

Ephesians 4:23-24 NLT

'For when [ tried to keep the law, | realized | could never earn God's
approval. So | died to the law so that | might live for God. | have
been crucified with Christ. | myself no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. So | live my life in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.’ Galatians 2:19-20 NLT

1. The for identity.
'‘For when [ tried to keep the law, | realized | could never earn God's
approval.’ Galatians 2:19 NLT

'l was circumcised when | was eight days old. | am a pure-blooded
citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin-a real
Hebrew if there ever was one! | was a member of the Pharisees, who
demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law.’

Philippians 3:5 NLT

2. The other people.
'l was so zealous that | harshly persecuted the church.’
Philippians 3:6 NLT

'The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen's accusation, and
they shook their fists in rage. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit,
gazed steadily upward into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he
saw Jesus standing in the place of honour at God's right hand. And
he told them, "Look, | see the heavens opened and the Son of Man
standing in the place of honour at God's right hand!" Then they put
their hands over their ears, and drowning out his voice with their
shouts, they rushed at him. They dragged him out of the city and
began to stone him. The official witnesses took off their coats and
laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they
stoned him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And he
fell to his knees, shouting, "Lord, don't charge them with this sin!"
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And with that, he died. Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed
completely with the killing of Stephen.’ Acts 7:58-8:1 NLT

3. The of ourselves.

'"As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from
heaven suddenly shone down around him. He fell to the ground and
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting
me?” “Who are you, lord?” Saul asked. And the voice replied, “I am
Jesus, the one you are persecuting! Now get up and go into the city,
and you will be told what you must do.” The men with Saul stood
speechless, for they heard the sound of someone’s voice but saw no
one! Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened his
eyes he was blind. So his companions led him by the hand to
Damascus. He remained there blind for three days and did not eat or
drink.’ Acts 9:3-9 NLT

4. The of the inside.

'l died to the law so that | might live for God. | have been crucified
with Christ. | myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me. So [ live
my life in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me.’ Galatians 2:19-20 NLT

5. The to love and be loved.

‘I myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me. So | live my life in this
earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
himself for me.’ Galatians 2:20 NLT

'‘Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his
friends.’ John 15:13 NIV

'So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves.
Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own
children. Now we call him, ‘Abba, Father.” For his Spirit joins with our
spirit to affirm that we are God’s children.” Romans 8:15-16 NLT

'‘But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. For
the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom.’2 Corinthians 3:16-17 NLT

'So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; | will not be
afraid. What can man do to me?’ Hebrews 13:6 NIV

1. Discuss the question Pastor Phill started the message with: How do you
know when someone’s having a crisis of confidence in who they are?

2. Why do people adopt a false identity? What are some of the dangers in
doing this?

3. Read Philippians 3:5. If your identity is based on your performance i.e.
keeping rules, being in the right places, being in the right friendship group,
what do you think that does to a person?

4. Read Acts 7:54-8:1. Paul gets so numb in his quest in his identity as a
religious man that it results in hurting other people. When we chase false
identities, people begin to get hurt. Your way to be as a man or a woman,
your way to believe about yourself, and your way to behave begins to
fragment the relationships that you have around you. Is that true or false?
Explain your answer.

5. Read Acts 9:3-9. What do you see about Paul's encounter with Jesus?
What did he need and what happened?

6. Read Galatians 2:19-20. Compare the difference in Paul's life by looking at
this passage. Use different Bible translations as well as those quoted in the
outline to get a richer understanding of what happened in Paul's life.

7. Read Romans 8:15-16. What difference does it make and should make to
our identity when we have Christ living in us?

8. Read 2 Corinthians 3:16-17. In what ways do we experience true and real
freedom?

Watch us on
B0 Watch and listen to the message again, or an archived message
YUU TUhe by going to www.youtube.com/cowplainchurch.
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