


“WHY DO YOU LOOK FOR THE
LIVING AMONG THE DEAD?”



On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the
women took the spices they had prepared and went to the
tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly
two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood
beside them. 

Luke 24:1-7



In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to
the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for
the living among the dead? He is not here; He has risen!
Remember how He told you, while He was still with you in
Galilee: The Son of Man must be delivered over to the
hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be
raised again.” 

Luke 24:1-7



Just as the Big Bang was a singularity that
birthed the old creation, the resurrection of Jesus
is the singularity that birthed the New Creation.

In the resurrection, the arrow of
entropy was reversed.



God saw all that He had made, and it was very good.
Genesis 1:31



For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him,
and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things,
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making
peace through His blood, shed on the cross.

Colossians 1:19-20



Notice the scope of redemption: all things.



God is not scrapping the physical universe; He is
reconciling it. The biblical story is not about humanity
climbing a spiritual ladder to escape a physical earth.

The biblical story is about the Creator descending
into the muck and mire of his broken world to

wash it clean and make it new.



But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death
came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes
also through a man.

1 Corinthians 15:20-21



I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God... And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among
the people,” and He will dwell with them.

Revelation 21:2-3



Heaven and Earth were never meant to be permanently
separated. In the beginning, Eden was the place where

they perfectly overlapped: a temple where God and
humanity walked together in the cool of the day.

Sin drove a wedge between them. But the promise of
Revelation 21 is the ultimate reunion. Heaven comes

down. The spiritual and the physical are eternally fused.



They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant
vineyards and eat their fruit.

Isaiah 65:21



I consider that our present sufferings are not worth
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. For
the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of
God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the
freedom and glory of the children of God.

Romans 8:18-21



The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised
imperishable... it is sown a natural body, it is raised a
spiritual body.

1 Corinthians 15:42-44



Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me
and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you
see I have.

Luke 24:39



A week later His disciples were in the house again, and
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!”

John 20:26



The Christian hope is
“life after life after death”.

—Surprised by Hope, N.T. Wright



I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far.
Philippians 1:23



Today you will be with me in paradise.
Luke 23:43



Grief Care
Grief Care is a support group for those who
have experienced the death of a loved�one
and continue to find life difficult.

Registration for the Fall session is now
open. For more information, visit 
seasonalgroups.com.

Starts September 22



But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a
Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power
that enables Him to bring everything under His control, will
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His
glorious body.

Philippians 3:20-21



In the same way, we are not building
the Kingdom of God by our own strength.

Only Christ will fully inaugurate the
Kingdom when He returns; however, we

are building for the Kingdom.



Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let
nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work
of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord
is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:58



God will somehow take the raw materials of
our faithful obedience in the present and weave

them into the fabric of the New Creation.

Every time you do something that reflects the
beauty, order, and love of God's Kingdom,

it is not wasted.



And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless
and so is your faith…. And if Christ has not been raised, your
faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who
have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we
have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

1 Corinthians 15:14–19



Lord, thank you for the empty tomb and the
promise of a New Creation. As you reversed death
through Jesus, empower us by your Spirit to plant

signposts of your Kingdom today, knowing our
labour is never in vain.

Amen.
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