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Sounds of Christmas (Part 3)
Our Conquering King and Lord — Psalm 110
Pastor Ted Cunningham

If you are new to our church, we’re in this series... We’'ve actually been in the
Psalms all through the fall and decided to take it into christmas because we
know the Psalms were written to be sung, so, for our christmas series, we
went with the Sounds of Christmas.

Last week, we were in Psalm 24, the Coming King. Today, we are going to go
even further with that and see a conquering King.

Ten years ago, | did a 12 days of christmas — Branson Edition for our guests to
figure out this town. It was just a quick way. We hadn’t done it in ten years
and it needed some updating, so, if you don’t mind me singing just a bit, it’s
really quick. 1 would like to share with you the 12 Days of Christmas, Branson
edition. It’s really quick, but here it goes.

On the 12 Days of Christmas, my true love gave to me, 12 horse and riders...

| know many of us still say Dixie Stampede, but it’s Dolly Stampede, 11 full
buffets, 10 million tourists, according to the Chamber of Commerce. Which
means nine miles per hour. 8 million tourists, probably a more accurate
number. 7:30 show times, six and a half million lights. Five go kart tracks.
Four roundabouts, three alternate routes, two types of trout. And one hole in
one. Alright, that’s the last time I’'m talking about that.
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| do not want to praise myself. Let it come from another man’s lips.

Welcome to Branson and that’s the 12 days of christmas. I’'m sure everyone
can make their own version of it, but do it and sing it for your family as they
head over this week.

If you have your Bibles, turn to Psalm 110. Today we are going to look at a
messianic Psalm, a prophetic psalm about King Jesus, about our conquering
King and Lord.

| want to start in Isahiah: 6-7. Isaiah, the prophet prophesied of Jesus. You’ve
seen in it on cards. It’s going to come cross your feed sometime this week,

But let’s read Verses 6 and 7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given and
the government will be on his shoulders, and he will be called Wonderful
Counselor. He is going to teach, and we will want to listen. Mighty God,
speaking here of speaking here of Powerful Warrior. And we are going to see
that quite a bit today in Psalm 110. Everlasting father, speaking of Jesus as
one who protects and provides, and Prince of peace. He is going to usherin
peace in his millennial kingdom. We talked about it last week. Psalm 24 was
about Jesus entering through the city, taking the throne of David, sitting upon
the Throne of David in Jerusalem and reigning in the millennial kingdom for
1,000 years.

This is what the church is now waiting for. We’re in a season of waiting.
We're in advent. And if you know anything about the Christian life, this is
patiently waiting. The first advent is celebrating the birth of Jesus, we are
now looking forward to the second advent, the second coming of "Christ and
we are in a waiting season.

Many of you get waiting. Some in here, it’s this week simply waiting for
presents to be open — the younger ones in the room. Some of you are waiting
to hear back on a job that you applied to. Some of you are waiting for the



grades to be posted, hopefully after Christmas. Some of you are waiting for a
wedding as you just recently got engaged and this is the news we are
celebrating with our son and soon to be daughter-in-law. We're waiting for a
wedding in May. Some of you are waiting for family to visit. Some of you are
waiting for family to leave. But on a very serious note, some of you are
waiting for family that you have for prayed for a very long time for them to
accept the Lord Jesus Christ. And you’ve prayed. You’ve had a child that you
raised in the faith, you raised in church. when they left home, they left
anything to do with Christianity, and you are praying for that child.

But in this season, we are talking today about waiting for the return of King
Jesus.

Verse 7 is even more clear; it builds on the prince of peace

Of the greatness of his government and peace, there will be no end. He will
reign on David’s throne. We looked at that last week. We believe Jesus is
going to return, fight the battle of Armageddon and then he’s going to take his
place on David’s throne in Jerusalem and reign for 1,000 years and we are
longing for that day. Evil will be ended; there will be peace. He will reign on
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice
and righteousness from that time on and forever. And the zeal of the Lord will
accomplish this.

When you read the christmas story, you see this prophecy played out and
spoken. The Lord God will give him the throne of his Father, David.

Today, as we go into Psalm 110, it’s not a very well-known Psalm. If you ask
someone about the Psalms, they are going to jump to Psalm 23 —The Lord is
my shepherd.

Psalm 110 is not a well-known Psalm, but the new testament quotes this
Psalm more than any other passage in the Old Testament.



Jesus used Psalm 110 to Explain to people who he was. We are going to see
that in just a moment. The first Christian sermon ever preached was out of
this Psalm. We looked at the coming king. Today we are going to get some
graphic language describing a conquering king and that conquering king is
Jesus.

The majority of these seven verses speaks about a king who is conquering.
We are going to read the passage about the King, and we are going to skip
over Verse 4 and we’ll come back to that because it gives Jesus another title.

Let’s start in Vese 1 The Lord says to my Lord... , saying to Jesus:
“Sit at my right hand

until | make your enemies

a footstool for your feet.” so, this is God the father. What does this mean?
Jesus is present in Heaven until he comes to reign here on earth. After his
resurrection he appeared to his disciples and to hundreds of others. He
ascended into heaven and he now sits at the right handoff the Father.
Ephesians 1 says he is ruling, reigning over all things for the sake of the
Church. So, Jesus is not just a risen King, he is a ruling and reigning King

We get that in Verse 1.

The Lord will extend your mighty scepter from Zion, saying,

“Rule in the midst of your enemies!”Your troops will be willing
on your day of battle...speaking here of the volunteers, the army that comes
with him.
Arrayed in holy splendor,

your young men will come to you

like dew from the morning’s womb. Now at this church, we believe in
teaching this at a very early age. Years ago, Stephany Watson and | put
together these Devo cards. We call them A to Z. It’s like hooked on phonics
for the Bible. We started teaching our preschoolers with it. Our kids are
grown now, but they went through all of these | don’t know how many times.
It goes into elementary school age kids. I’'m telling you; your kids will have 26
Passages of scripture memorized quickly. My favorite one and always has



been my favorite one is the V. If you are having a kid whose giving you a little
bit of trouble during the day, tuck that kid in at night, get him/her comfortable
and read the V — Proverbs 30: 17 the eye that mocks the father, that scorns
an aged mother will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley and will be
eaten by the vultures. Night Night, baby girl. You sleep good for Mommy and
Daddy.

Anyway, that one is teaching respecting parents. Each card has a two-word
lesson and talk time... you could do these so quick. But just so you know, we
want our preschoolers learning about what we are talking about today. We
want our elementary age. So imagine sitting down... We created these cards
when our kids were five and seven years old. They are adults now, but we
would read Revelation 19: 11 which is the H in the series — the horse,

I saw the heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse
whose rider was called Faithful and True. With Justice, he judges and wages
war. And then the talk time. The main point here is mighty warrior, but the
talk time was the first time Jesus came to earth, he came as our savior. He is
going to come again. This time Jesus will return as a mighty warrior, riding on
a white horse. Evil on earth will come to an end and all God’s people said...
Amen. He will lead all believers in a battle called Armageddon. It will be the
last major war on earth. Satan will be bound for 1,000 years and Jesus will
rule in his kingdom. He will rule as King, and we will get to rule right alongside
him as he rules. Tuck your four-year-old in with that. Prepare our children.
Let them know what the scripture teaches.

Revelation 19: 6 — you go a little further. On his robe and on his thigh, he has
the name written and this is Jesus. — King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He’s

coming again.

Verse five through 7, skip over Verse 4 — we’ll come back to that.



The Lord is at your right hand; he will crush the kings on the day of his wrath.
He will judge the nation and look at this graphic language, speaking of a
conguering King, heaping up the dead, and crushing the rulers of the whole
earth. And he will be refreshed along the way Verse 7 says. He will drink
from a brook along the way and so he will lift his head high.

Psalm 110 pictures for us a conquering King. And we want a conquering King.
| would say this: We want a powerful, Reigning King who defeats sin, evil and
our enemies. We like to talk about that. We like to reflect on that this time of
year, but here’s the question we start to ask and there are several probing
guestions today for each one of us to ask and go deep into our hearts with.

The first one is this: Is he ruling and reigning in your life? Because we want
him dealing with sin, we want him defeating our enemies, we want him
dealing with evil. | want a king that defeats sin, but maybe you want him to
leave yours alone and deal with it in other people. You want a king that
protects you but maybe doesn’t confront you. you want a king that brings
justice on others and leaves you out or it. You’ve gone by the police officer or
state trooper on the Highway who has someone pulled over. You want him
leaving you alone, but the guy who has been racing around you all the way up
and down 65. You're hoping he’ll get them. We want justice given to other
people but not on us. We want a powerful, mighty warrior. In King Jesus, we
have that.

But there is another title we get in Psalm 110. Go back to Verse 4 for just a
second. The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind. You are a priest for
ever in the order of Melchizedek. So, Jesus is king and priest and what we
know, Jesus is God. Jesus was born, lived a sinless life, went to the cross for
your sins and mine, and he is the only one that can ultimately fulfill the role of
King and Priest at the same time.

Here's what that looks like. We talked about a king, but a king represents God
to the people. A priest represents people to God. In the Old Testament,



priests offered animal sacrifices repeatedly to temporarily cover the sins of
the people.

Jesus, as both the priest and the sacrifice offered himself as the sacrifice
finally. He is the Lord, he is the King, he is the messiah, he is priest. Offered
himself once and for all, providing final atonement for sin. What does it mean
that he is Priest? In Romans 8: 34 we read who then is the one who
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died and more than that, was raised to
life, is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. He is doing that
right now, for you, follower of Jesus. You can take your cares, your concerns,
your frustrations... If we’ve learned one thing in the Psalms, you can take all
of those heavy, | would even say negative emotions to the Lord because he
can handle it and he knows before you even bring it to him. He is interceding
to God the Father on your behalf.

Hebrews 4: 15-16 says for we do not have a high priest who is unable to
empathize with our weaknesses , but we have one that has been tempted in
every way just as we are and did not sin.

Amy and | call it Oprah syndrome in our home. | don’t know if you have
experienced this, but Oprah used to show clips of her going into Walmart for
the first time. And just like shocked at her Walmart experience. It’s a place
we’ve been to hundreds of times. | remember the first time | saw her go into
Walmart and she went over to the toilet paper section like she’s never bought
toilet paper for herself in her life. And she goes, “Look at the quantity. | never
knew you could buy toilet paper in this quantity.” Then she went to Sams
Club and she was amazed. We’re all watching going this is our everyday life.
The reason we call it the Oprah syndrome is she just can’t relate to the
average person anymore. You see this online all the time. People with tons of
money, tons of influence, tons of opportunities... Politicians do this as well. |
know you’re hurting. You don’t have a clue. You talked about this check
we’re getting and now you say it’s a year... | want it now!



Let me tell you what you have in Jesus. One who understands, one who
empathizes. The scripture is very clear. Let us then approach God’s throne of
Grace with Confidence so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need. He is our king and he is our Priest. | want a Priest who
forgives my sins and intercedes on my behalf. 1 don’t know if | would meet
somebody today who would say, I don’t want a savior. Yes, ted, | want a
savior, but I’'m now asking the question... Maybe some of you want a savior
because all you want is a get of Hell free card. And that’s really how you treat
Jesus. That’s all you look to him for. You just want someone to keep you out
of Hell.

| want to take you a little bit further than and look at one more title that we
get in Psalm 110 and it goes all the way back to the first line of the first verse.
If you go to the book of Matthew in Chapter 21, Jesus enters the city. We
read this on Palm Sunday. He’s entering the City of Jerusalem. He riding in —
Hosanna to the sun of David. When you get to Chapter 22, he’s now being
asked a bunch of questions. He’s being asked questions about taxes. Should
we pay taxes to Ceasor? He’s being asked questions about marriage at the
resurrection. Then he’s asked the big question. Jesus, you say you know the
law. What is the greatest commandment? And | don’t know if you have ever
watched an interview. These are probably my favorite interviews, where the
one interviewing has a narrative that they are trying to establish so the
qguestions they are asking are like... He who frames the question wins the
debate. They're asking the president or a world leader to feed their narrative,
and they are trying to trip this person up.

My favorite moment in those interviews is when the person being interviewed
asks a question that silences the one doing the interview. | love those
moments because I’'m like get em! And that’s what we have at the end of
Matthew 22 where Jesus is going to quote Psalm 110. While the Pharisees
were gathered together... this is almost like saying... Jesus is like, “While |
have you here, let me ask you a question. You’ve been asking me your
guestions, you've been wanting me to teach and address some things.



Jesus asked them, “What do you think about the Messiah? What great
guestion to ask at christmas. Now he’s asking the Pharisees this question a
few days before his death. What do you think about the messiah, but then he
asks this and what a great question. Whose son, is he? He knew the
Pharisees knew the Hebrew Bible. They knew the answer and they didn’t
have to delay, they didn’t have to waste any time. They answered quickly.
The son of David. You are right.

Verse 43 — he said to them, how is it then that David, speaking by the spirit...
and this is very important because now we have a picture from Jesus of how
David wrote Psalm 110. David wrote Psalm 110He was inspired by the holy
Spirit. How is it them that David, speaking by the Spirt, calls him Lord.

Now he’s going to quote Psalm 110: Verse one in Verse 44. The Lord said to
my Lord, God the father speaking to Jesus. Sit at my right hand until | put
your enemies under your feet.

Verse 45 —if then David calls him Lord how can he be his son? This is King
David. No king refers to a descendant as Lord, but David is now referring to
his descendant as Lord. And I’'m telling you, many want Jesus as King, Priest,
Savior, but not Lord. Its probably one area of pastoral ministry that I've
experienced year after year after year for the past 30 years is people want
Jesus as Savior, but they have no desire to follow him. They want Jesus to
keep them free from the pit of Hell, but they have no desire to surrender their
life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. They want a king, they want a mighty
warrior fighting on their behalf. They want the priest, they want the savior,
but not the Lord. So, the questionis... and | love this. Look at what Verse 46
says. How can he be his son? With that, no one could say a word in reply.
Hallelujah! It goes on to say... and this is my favorite verse in the text. And
from that day on, no one dared to ask him anymore questions. Jesus silenced
the Pharisees he silenced the interviewers. He is basically saying, David Called
me Lord. How can a King do that? This is the most important question we can
ask this christmas season and | hope you ask it today between you and the



Lord. Is he your Lord? Is Jesus your Lord? If | were to ask you is Jesus your
savior, many would say absolutely. | believe he is the son of God, | believe he
lived a sinless life, | believe he died on the cross for my sins, | have repented of
my sins, I've trusted him as Savior, | have declared with my mouth Jesus is
Lord, | believe in my heart that he’s been raised from the dead.

Is he your Lord? Are you following him?

For the next few minutes, as we close out, | just want to explore what does it
look like when Jesus is your Lord?

This isn’t an exhaustive list, but it’s kind of a “Start here.” List. this is where
you begin to ask the questions. When Jesus is your Lord, you are no longer
comfortable with your sin, you confess it. You no longer get up every day,
saying I’'m going my own way, I’m going to do my own thing. it’s about me
today. You get up with another agenda and it’s His agenda. The ways you’ve
been going, the bible says leads to death and destruction. We try to dismiss it,
we try to deny it, we try to conceal it Proverbs 28:13 — whoever conceals their
sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them finds
mercy.

This Christmas that you would no longer look at going your own way and
doing your own thing. Jesus, | want you as Savior, but here’s what I’m going
to do. | know you have a moral will for my life and | know what the Bible
teaches, but I’'m just going to pick and choose the parts | like.

No. that leads to 1John, 1:9 if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. The only way to
be reconciled to God is that he has t be able to look at you as righteous and
the only way he can look at you as righteous is by accepting the finished work
of Jesus on your behalf. You don’t become righteous by the good deeds you
do or the bad deeds you stop doing. It’s by confessing Jesus as Lord and



believing in your heart that he has been raised from the dead that you will be
saved and reconciled in your relationship to God.

Number 2 — when Jesus is your Lord, you no longer call the shots. You submit
to his purposes and his teachings. They fill you up each day. You desire in
your decision making, in your family, in your work, you desire to follow the
teachings of Jesus. Jesus says, if you love me, obey my commandments.
Follow after me.

When Paul was talking to the Corinthians about fleeing from sexual
immorality, he says You are not your own, you were bought with a price.
When Jesus is your Lord, you’re no longer living for yourself. You were made
by God and for God. You were created by God and for his purposes and when
you submit to the Lordship of Jesus, you are no longer calling the shots. when
you are confessing your sin, following the teachings of Jesus,

Number 3 —when Jesus is your Lord, he is your greatest joy.

| had the conversations... Many of you meet him when you come in over here,
but AL... He doesn’t always look like he’s full of joy, but he is. And he didn’t
even know where | was going today, he doesn’t read the notes or anything,
but he said, “Ted, I,have just an inexpressible joy. and I’'m like Where did you
get that? | know he got it from the Bible, but he’s just like, “Have you ever
had a hard time explaining to people what’s, coming out of you? Yeah, | have

Some of you do the good works, you stop doing the bad things thinking this is
what brings you into a right relationship with God. It’s not relying on Jesus as
your savior, your relying on yourself to be your savior. And when you wake up
every day realizing what he’s done for you and you receive that, and you live
your life according to that, now there is the joy... Jesus said it in John 15: 11 — |
told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
You’re no longer looking for joy in relationships or in your possessions or in
your job or in you title. My passion in life is helping couples enjoy life
together and | share it all the time, but the joy in my marriage is an overflow



of our relationship with the Lord. It’s not the source of it. That’s where we
sometimes get tripped up. All the good works you’re doing and all the bad
things you say you’re going to stop doing, let that be the overflow of your
salvation, not the source of it. Jesus is the source of your salvation. And when
you understand that, he fills you with joy. 1 peter, 1 8 speaking directly to me
and directly to you. There were people in Peter’s Day that never saw the Lord,
never had an interaction with him, but this is true of us as well. | mean
physically, here upon this earth. Though you have not seen him, you love him.
And even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled
with an inexpressible and glorious joy.

Let me ask... is the joy of the Lord flowing out of you. Is it just evident every
time I’'m with you? We want Jesus as King; we want him as Savior. But do we
want him as Lord? Is it going to be about submitting to his way.

I’m going to close out with just one piece out of Luke 2 — When the Shepherds
were afraid, the angels said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you good news
that cause great joy for all people. Today, in the town of David, a Savior has
been born to you. He is the Messiah. And then maybe | hope this sticks with
you a little bit differently this year than in prior years. He is the messiah, the
Lord. And that he would be your Lord, the Lord of your home this christmas. |
pray this Christmas you call out to King Jesus

Father, we are so grateful for this season, the time we are able to spend with
family gathered around trees, tables, road trips that are going to be taking
place. | just pray for moments as we have this candlelight moment and just a
physical expression of what it means to share the true and only light of the
world, that we would understand this and share it this season.

May this inexpressible and glorious joy flow out of us this season as we
declare Jesus is king, Jesus is Priest, our Savior and Jesus as Lord.



Father, there are many families in our church... | think of two families right
now. We've lost two 38-year-olds this in the last week. Their families are
here today and mourning. May this church, as we rejoice in the message of
Christmas, may we also mourn with those who are mourning and comfort
them as | know they are here today, seeking the peace and comfort that only
you can bring.

May we be the hands and feet today of that they, in peace and in the joy of
their salvation would seek these moments as they wait for you in a way like
I’'m not even expressing this morning. | can’t even imagine what they will
experience in the days, weeks, months, ahead. We are all waiting and we long
for the return of Christ. We thank you for it.

It is in the name of Jesus we pray it. Amen.



