
Living With The End In Mind
Life Under the Sun

What do you think of when you hear the phrase “Living With The End In Mind”? What does it look 
like when you live with the end in mind as you consider your education, job, possessions, 
accomplishments and relationships? 

As we go through the book of Eccelsiastes, we will see some recuring phrases.  Describe the 
meaning of each of the following phrases.  Why are each important to consider when we con sider 
how we are spending our time, energy and resources?
• “Everything is meaningless”
• “Under the sun” 
• “Chasing after the wind”

What does it mean to know that you are the manager of all things God has given to you? Are some 
areas of your life easier for you to give to God than others?

Read Colossians 1:16
What does it mean that you were made for God?  Does that change the choices you make?

Read Ecclesiastes 1
How would you answer the question, “What are you pursuing?”

What do people gain from all their toil and labor under the sun (verse 18)? Does understanding that 
human effort and action cannot regulate the the patterns and irregularity of life discourage you or 
encourage you?  Why?

What is something you could learn from the former generation?  Why is it so hard for us to listen to 
the wisdom offered from those who have gone before us?

Compare and contrast life on earth versus life in heaven.  How do you find the balance between 
making the most of the time we have on earth with understanding that our time here is fleeting and 
meaningless in the scope of eternity?
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What happens to a life that is obsessed with the wrong thing?  Have you experienced a time 
when your misplaced focus led to disappointment?

Read Genesis 29:4-6 & 15-30
Jacob is smitten with Rachel and thinks she will fulfill his dreams, but Laban has a different plan. 
Can you share about a time when you thought your dream was being fulfilled but were 
disappointed in the outcome?  

Clay related what C.S. Lewis said are the three responses to disappointment:
1. Blame
2. Give up/despair
3. Interpret disappointment as a whisper from Heaven that we are not meant for this world
Which of these has been your most frequent response? Have you moved beyond the first two 
responses to the third response?

What does God do when we put something else in His place?

Read Hosea 1:2-5, 3:1-5, 4:11-12, 9:1, 14:1-4, 9. 
These passages provide an overview of the story of Hosea and the prostitute Gomer. God 
directed Hosea to marry Gomer and then after she is unfaithful Hosea purchased her and took 
her back as his wife. Similarly, God was faithful to Israel when Israel was repeatedly unfaithful. 
How have you experienced God’s patience and passionate pursuit?

Discuss who you relate to most in the story of Jacob, Rachel, and Leah.

Read Genesis 29:31-35. 
How does it encourage you that Leah seems to have turned from Jacob to the Lord as her source 
of fulfilment and purpose?  How is Leah ultimately honored for her faithfulness?


