
Living With The End In Mind
Life Under the Sun

What do you think of when you hear the phrase “Living With The End In Mind”? What does it look 
like when you live with the end in mind as you consider your education, job, possessions, 
accomplishments and relationships? 

As we go through the book of Eccelsiastes, we will see some recuring phrases.  Describe the 
meaning of each of the following phrases.  Why are each important to consider when we con sider 
how we are spending our time, energy and resources?
• “Everything is meaningless”
• “Under the sun” 
• “Chasing after the wind”

What does it mean to know that you are the manager of all things God has given to you? Are some 
areas of your life easier for you to give to God than others?

Read Colossians 1:16
What does it mean that you were made for God?  Does that change the choices you make?

Read Ecclesiastes 1
How would you answer the question, “What are you pursuing?”

What do people gain from all their toil and labor under the sun (verse 18)? Does understanding that 
human effort and action cannot regulate the the patterns and irregularity of life discourage you or 
encourage you?  Why?

What is something you could learn from the former generation?  Why is it so hard for us to listen to 
the wisdom offered from those who have gone before us?

Compare and contrast life on earth versus life in heaven.  How do you find the balance between 
making the most of the time we have on earth with understanding that our time here is fleeting and 
meaningless in the scope of eternity?
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Read: Mark 1:14-15
What is your understanding of the term "Gospel"?  How does this compare to the historical use of the 
term which simply translates as “Good News”? 

In what ways can we sometimes reduce the gospel to good “advice” rather than the life changing good 
“news” it is meant to be? What is the difference between “proclaiming” the gospel and “explaining” the 
gospel?  Why des this matter?

Read: Luke 17:20-21
What are some common misconceptions about the kingdom of God during Jesus' time and today? What 
does Jesus mean when he says the “the kingdom is within you”?

Read: Matthew 13:23, 31-33 
How does Jesus’ use of the “mustard seed” and “yeast” analogies form our understanding of the kingdom 
of God? How can the imagery of yeast in bread and a seed in soil help us understand gradual spiritual 
growth and transformation in the realm of God’s Kingdom?

Read: Mark 1:15, Acts 2:36-41 & Acts 3:19
What does the word “repent” mean to you? How can it be seen as a gift and an invitation rather than a 
punishment?

Read: 2 Corinthians 5:20
What practical steps can you take to be an ambassador of Jesus in your home, workplace, or community?

Read: Hebrews 12:1-2 & Philippians 3:13-14
What specific actions can you take this week to stay focused on Jesus’ mission and not lose the plot?

Read: James 1:22
What one thing will you take away from this sermon and implement in your life? 


