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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, April 26, 2026
Matthew 6:19-34

Connection Points
1. May Sunday Social | Muffins on Mother’s Day: Let's celebrate Mother's Day with muffins and fellowship! Join us outside between services on Sunday, May 10 for a time to connect, meet new people, and enjoy coffee and muffins. It’s the perfect way to find community at Beech Haven!
2. Savannah Mission Trip: June 11-14.  Two Hispanic congregations have invited Beech Haven to assist in outreach projects: canvassing, conducting block parties, and light touch-up/move-in work in a church building almost completed. Information Meetings: Sunday, March 22 at 12:15 pm in Rm. 107 (near the Commons) and Wednesday, March 25 at 7:30 pm in the Commons.
Main Point
A healthy relationship with possessions comes from treasuring God above all, trusting Him as provider, and using earthly resources in light of eternity rather than being ruled by them.
Sermon Synopsis
Earthly possessions are temporary and cannot bear the weight of ultimate trust, so treasuring them leads either to accumulation or anxiety, both revealing a heart problem. Jesus calls for a reorientation of the heart toward heavenly treasure, grounded in kingdom citizenship and trust in God as the true provider. A right relationship with possessions is formed by seeking God’s kingdom first, which frees believers to use material resources appropriately without being mastered by them.


Lean In
1. What’s something you’ve owned (or wanted to own) that you thought would make you happier than it actually did? 
2. When you think about money and possessions, do you tend to struggle more with wanting more or worrying more? Why?


Look Down

Read Matthew 6:19-24

3. In v. 21, Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  How is identifying our treasures a good way to reveal what’s really going on in our heart?  What might be some other good litmus tests to show what’s happening inside of us?  Cf. Ecclesiastes 5:10; Hebrews 13:5.

4. Why do we find it easier to visualize earthly rewards than heavenly ones? Given this challenge, what practical steps can we take to let the promises of heaven shape our daily decisions?
Leader note: Read Proverbs 4:23 and ask, How do we guard our hearts from earthly treasures? 

5. Jesus uses the metaphor of the “eye as the lamp of the body” (vv. 22–23). What does it mean for the eye to be “healthy” or “bad,” and how does this relate to spiritual perception and desire?  Cf. 1 John 2:15-17 and Psalm 119:36-37.  


6. What kinds of things “darken” our vision spiritually, and how does that affect our ability to see what truly matters?  Cf. 1 Timothy 6:10, 17–19 


7. V. 24 uses the language of "master" and "slave." Why does Jesus present this as a binary choice rather than a spectrum where we can balance both service to God and money? Is a responsible ‘both/and’ not really possible? 

Read Matthew 6:25-34

8. In vv. 25–32, what reasons does Jesus give for not worrying about our needs? What interferes with these resonating deeper into our soul and having more impact in our lives? 

9. V. 33 gives a reordering principle: “seek first the kingdom of God.” What does that look like in real life and what are the trade-offs? Cf. Proverbs 3:5–6; Romans 14:17; Psalm 37:4–5.

Look In
10. How can accumulation and anxiety each reveal misplaced trust?

11. Jesus connects anxiety to what we value and who we trust. Where are you currently experiencing some anxiety—places you’d like to have more control—and what might that reveal about your functional faith?


12. What is one concrete step you can take this week to seek the kingdom first with your money, time, or resources?


  
Look Out
13. Many people believe financial stability brings peace. There are some with money who have peace and some with money who do not have peace. How does this passage reframe where true security and peace are found?

14. The world often suggests we can be "spiritual" while still being obsessed with material gain. How does v. 24 expose the lie that we can compartmentalize our faith from our finances?

15. How does the world try to make sense of someone who is joyful in generosity and unburdened by the weight of "stuff"?  Do they have regard, confusion, disdain, respect or something else? 

Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. “What is the one thing in your life you wish would last forever? How do know where to invest your peace and hope?”
1. “Most of us are trying to build a secure life, but it never feels like enough. What do you think real security would actually look like?”
1. “Have you ever noticed that even when people get more, they often don’t feel more secure?  What do you think provides the best security for your hopes and dreams?”

Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the clarity of Your Word. We confess that our eyes often stray toward the glittering things of this world, forgetting that they are fading even as we hold them. Help us to be a people truly rooted in Your truth, finding our total security in the inheritance You have secured for us through Christ. Grant us a peaceful spirit that does not worry about tomorrow, but instead looks for ways to be joyful in our generosity toward others. May our hearts be tethered to Your kingdom, and may our lives reflect that You alone are our Master. Amen.



Miscellaneous Leader Notes
· Generosity is a heart issue before it is a financial issue.
· Earthly possessions are temporary, even when they seem secure.
· This passage does not mean budgeting, saving, investing, or running a profitable business are unspiritual.
· Seeking first the kingdom reorders our values and relationships with possessions.
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