	
	[image: ]
	



Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, June 21, 2026
Nehemiah 5

Connection Points
· The King’s Men Event & Discipleship Groups:
· Men ages 16 and up are invited to join us for The King's Men event on Thursday, August 20 at 	6:30 PM. Enjoy a BBQ dinner and hear from Jeff Struecker, former Army Ranger and 	pastor, as he shares about following Christ in character and calling. Tickets are $20 	for adults and $15 for students.
· This event launches a new men's discipleship opportunity. Beginning in September, The King's Men Discipleship Groups will meet one Saturday morning each month to help men grow in God's Word, build meaningful relationships, and encourage one another in following Jesus. Learn more and register at beechhaven.org/events.

Main Point
The fear of God compels us to confront injustice and walk with integrity, and Christ alone gives us the heart to do both.

Sermon Synopsis
God’s people can withstand opposition from outside more easily than corruption and exploitation from within, and reverence for God compels us to address injustice rather than ignore it. When we fear God more than people, we gain the courage to have painful conversations, confront sin with integrity, and align our actions with our convictions, as Nehemiah did in responding to the crisis among the nobles. Yet true integrity does not come from human resolve alone; Jesus paid our debt, transformed our hearts, and enables us to live with both credibility and compassion toward others.
LEAN IN
1. Think of a leader you have trusted deeply. What made them trustworthy? Was it something they said, something they did, or both?

2. Has there ever been a moment when you discovered a gap between what someone believed publicly and how they actually lived privately? How did that change the way you saw them?
LOOK DOWN
Read Nehemiah 5:1-13
3. What grievances do the people have in vv. 1-5? Is Nehemiah’s angry response warranted? Explain. 
Leader Note: We may have expected the ‘good’ Israelites to be above certain behavior and sins. How different is our human nature today and how wary or careful should we be about our own behavior?  

4. Nehemiah asks the nobles, "Ought you not to walk in the fear of our God...?" (v. 9). How does the "fear of God" serve as the ultimate check and balance for how we treat others?
Leader Note: Nehemiah introduces an additional standard for how we treat people: fearing God. How does ‘fearing God’ stack on top of what is permissible and legal in a capitalistic society?  Explore the idea that just because it is legal does not make it right. See Leviticus 25:35–38 which shows the command to help the poor is rooted in the fear of God and their own deliverance from slavery).
Read Nehemiah 5:14-19
5. In vv. 14–18, Nehemiah refuses his rightful "allowance" as governor to avoid burdening the people. What was the value in denying himself what was rightfully his to have?

6. Nehemiah ends the section (v. 19) by asking God to "remember" him. What exactly do you think Nehemiah wants God to do in relationship to himself? How hard is it to do what is right and trust that God will ‘remember’ you?
LOOK IN
7. Does it surprise you that the people were doing both good (building the wall) and evil (taking advantage of the poor) at the same time?  


8. When Nehemiah confronted the nobles, they "were silent and could not find a word" (v. 8). If God were to confront you today about how you use your resources or treat your spiritual, relational or financial "debtors"— would you be able to answer, or would you be silent? How do you first respond when your sin is confronted? 

9. Nehemiah was angry (v. 6) and then after serious consideration, he confronted the nobles and officials (v. 7).  Are there painful conversations you have been avoiding by telling yourself they are too difficult? What would change if you were confident that God is sovereign over the situation and clear about what is right?
LOOK OUT
10. Nehemiah’s greatest concern was that the enemies of God would mock the Jews because of their internal greed (v. 9). How does the church’s internal conduct—specifically regarding money and power—affect our witness to those outside the faith?

11. How does living under Christ’s lordship change the way you think about using money, power, or influence relative to the people around you?

GOSPEL CONVERSATION STARTERS
1. “If you owed a debt you could never repay, what would it feel like to have someone else pay it completely, with no strings attached?”
2. “What do you think it would actually take for a person to live with real integrity, not just looking good on the outside but being consistent all the way through?”
3. “Do you think a person’s private life and their public reputation eventually catch up with each other? Why or why not? What do you do to live consistently and how well is that working?”

CLOSING PRAYER
Lord Jesus, thank you that you came near to us when we were crushed under a debt we could never repay. Thank you that you did not leverage your position or protect yourself, but gave everything to cancel what we owed. Grow in us a genuine fear of you that makes us honest about our own hearts, courageous in the conversations we have been avoiding, and faithful in lining up our lives with the truth we claim to believe. And remind us, when we fail, that our standing before you does not rest on our record but on yours. Make us people who love our neighbors the way you have loved us. Amen.
2

image1.png
BEECH HAVEN C-HURCH





