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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, May 3, 2026
2 Corinthians 9 

Connection Points
1. May Sunday Social | Muffins on Mother’s Day: Let's celebrate Mother's Day with muffins and fellowship! Join us outside between services on Sunday, May 10 for a time to connect, meet new people, and enjoy coffee and muffins. It’s the perfect way to find community at Beech Haven!

Main Point
Joyful generosity flows from trusting God’s provision and is a tangible evidence of having experienced His grace.
Sermon Synopsis
Generosity flows from the gospel and reveals the condition of the heart, showing that spiritual growth is tied to surrendering control of one’s resources to God. God motivates giving through creation, where sowing leads to increase, and through redemption, where joyful generosity serves as evidence of truly experiencing His grace. Rather than being defined by a specific amount, generosity is measured by a willing, trusting, and cheerful heart that produces thanksgiving to God and spiritual fruit in the giver.


Lean In
1. Have you ever experienced a time when giving (time, money, energy) stretched you more than you expected? What happened?
2. Share a time when you gave someone a gift that you were genuinely excited to give. What made that specific experience so much more enjoyable than "routine" giving?


Look Down
Leader note: In this chapter, Paul prepares the Corinthian church (located in the province of Achaia) for his visit which includes collecting an offering for the saints in Jerusalem that were suffering from a drought (Acts 11:27-30). This collection was a benevolence offering from which we can learn principles about giving. 
 	Paul transparently tells them: Look, you promised a year ago that you were going to give.  I’ve used you as an example to others.  Be careful about not following through because that would be a bad look (particularly if the poor, rural Macedonians outgive you).

Read 2 Corinthians 9:1-5
3. If Paul can affirm the Corinthians for their ‘eagerness’ to give (v.2), why does he need to remind and prompt them to follow through?  What could have caused the breakdown?
Leader note: Paul really understood human nature! Sometimes our best and most noble intentions get sidetracked.  We really do intend to come when called, reach out to that friend, start that project, finish that project, have that gospel conversation, have that hard conversation, to start that degree program or initiative, to determine our estate plans, etc.  However, those desires get way-laid by the everyday or by the urgent, by the important, by the unimportant.  Has this ever happened to you (and your desire to give)? Paul was prompting the Corinthians to follow through on their genuine desire to give.

4. Paul distinguishes between giving that is truly a gift and giving that is practically extortion. What’s the difference between those two ideas for the person who is doing the giving? How differently do they feel? Have you ever felt extorted?
Leader note: Extortion is somehow forced: the giving is done to avoid embarrassment, appearing indifferent or self-absorbed and is face-saving. The goal is not to make an impact but to protect our circumstances or reputation. Cf. Exodus 25:2 that describes giving motivated by the heart.



Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-11
5. In v. 6, Paul adds emphasis to his statement by saying “The point is this….” What do you think Paul’s takeaway is that he wants to impress with the Corinthians?  
Leader note: Understand the law of the harvest: you reap what you sow. And when you reap, you have more to eat and more seeds with which to sow. Being stingy is not in the interest of the sower.  See Galatians 6:7–10 and esp. Luke 6:38. 

6. When we sow generosity what do we reap in return—more money or something else? (See v. 10.)  Ask the group to explain how sowing one thing (generosity) results in reaping something else (righteousness).  

7. Do you think Paul is more focused on growing people spiritually through giving or collecting an offering?  What about Paul’s approach to the subject conveys this larger goal?  Support your answer from the passage. 
Leader note: These vv. could be read as if Paul was putting them on the spot or manipulating them into giving.  V. 7, however, clarifies that Paul wants them to give from their heart and not by any compulsion. He would rather influence or inspire them than coax them.  He did not spring the expectation of giving on them but gave them a heads-up about it and time to make it a matter of the heart. 
 	This approach to influence is worth noting and applying to people in other situations.  Paul concentrates on the heart/motives.  To him, that is more important, or just as important, as the giving.  Allowing people the freedom and the time to behave out of the overflow of their heart is far better than mere compliance.  That is why we expect children not only to obey but to do so with the right heart attitude. This could also work in any number of scenarios where there are superiors and subordinates.  People doing, serving, giving from the outflow of the heart is something we should create space and time to allow.  Paul created the space and time by providing advance notice.  



Read 2 Corinthians 9:12-15
8. What are the multi-faceted benefits, physical and spiritual, of giving and on whom do they fall?  
Leader note: Paul says the ministry of this service (gift) 1) supplies the physical needs of those in need, 2) which leads to expressions of gratitude towards God, 3) glory given to God, and 4) prayers and relational attachment from the recipients to the givers. A lot more happens when we give than simply meeting a need or providing an opportunity. The act of giving stirs spiritual activity for all involved. 

9. Paul does not label the ‘indescribable gift’ in v. 15.  Many assume that he is referring to Jesus and that may be correct. If he is not referring to Jesus, what does the context of these verses suggest the ‘gift’ might be?  

Leader note: The indescribable gift could be ‘giving’ itself that does so much for the giver, the one receives, and for God’s glory.  

Look In
10. What would help us ‘follow through’ better on the things that we genuinely desire to do?  


11. To what extent have you experienced this joy in giving?  Do you think you have reached your capacity for joy or do you think another level of joy is possible?  

*See Extra Resources below for more ‘Look In’-type questions Pastor Rob included in his sermon.
  
Look Out

12. V. 13 mentions that people will glorify God because of the "submission that acknowledges the gospel." How does a church that practices "Love Beyond Ourselves" through generosity create a bridge for the gospel that words alone might not build?

13. Many people outside the church view religious giving as a "tax" or a "guilt trip." How can the emphasis on "deciding in one's heart" (v. 7) help us re-explain the gospel to those who think God is just after their money?


Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. “What gives you confidence that you’ll have what you need in the future?” Share how you are trusting God as provider rather than self-sufficiency and that you are also trusting in God for your eternity.

2. “I’ve been thinking about how generosity isn’t just about helping others—it’s connected to what we believe about God. Do you think belief should affect how we live like that?” 

3. Talk about how God is the ultimate Sower who didn't spare His own Son but "sowed" Him into the world so that we could reap eternal life.

Closing Prayer
Father, You are the giver of every good thing, and we thank You for the gift we could never earn. Shape our hearts so that generosity flows not from pressure, but from joy and trust in You. Help us to live open-handed lives—confident that You provide what we need and eager to reflect Your kindness to others. Form us into a people who care for one another and who point beyond ourselves to Your grace. Amen.

Extra Resources
Look In Questions
Motivation and Desire (2 Corinthians 9:6–7)
1. Does the amount I give reflect a heart that trusts God to provide more seed for future sowing?
1. What will I reap if nothing changes about my giving?
1. When I give, do I sense reluctance or joy, duty or freedom?
1. Does my gift come from a made-up mind that rests in cheerful willingness?
Proportion and Sacrifice (2 Corinthians 8:1–5, 8:12–14)
1. Is my level of giving proportionate to the grace I have received?
1. Does this gift require a measure of faith, or is it comfortable and without thought?
1. Am I balancing generosity with responsibility so that needs are met without neglect of stewardship?
My Relationship to God (2 Corinthians 9:8–11)
1. Does my giving reflect that I see God as the one who supplies and multiplies every resource I have?
1. Is my giving helping me see God as a Giver rather than a demander?
1. Am I open-handed toward others because I trust that God will continue to provide?
Purpose and Outcome (2 Corinthians 9:12–15)
1. Will this giving lead to thanksgiving to God?
1. Does my giving strengthen the bond between me, my church, and our mission?
1. Does my giving reflect the surpassing grace of God working in me?
1. Does my generosity bring honor to God and deepen my awareness of His grace?

Two Perspectives on Tithing

Tithing is NOT Required
Many think believers in Christ should tithe (defined as giving 10 percent of one’s income), and many use the language of “tithes and offerings” in worship services. Others are equally convinced tithing is not required for believers.
Which view is more faithful to God’s Word?
This certainly isn’t a matter over which believers should break fellowship. Love is far more important than our view on tithing (1 Cor. 13). Still, I would argue tithing isn’t required or even encouraged for believers in Jesus Christ. But such a stance needs to be explained.
Tithing in the Old Testament
What does the Old Testament say about tithing? Abraham gave a tenth of his spoils of war to Melchizedek (Gen. 14:20), and Hebrews appeals to this account to support the superiority of Melchizedek’s priesthood over Levi’s (Heb. 7:4–10). God met Jacob at Bethel and promised him covenant blessings; the patriarch promised God a tenth of everything granted him (Gen. 28:22).
A tenth of Israel’s seed, fruit, and flocks were given to the Lord (Lev. 27:30–32; Deut. 14:22–24; cf. 2 Chron. 31:5–6; Neh. 13:5, 12). The people gave a tenth to the Levites to support them (Num. 18:21–24; cf. Neh. 10:38; 12:44), and the Levites, in turn, were to give a tenth to the chief priest (Num. 18:25–28). Those who didn’t tithe were threatened with a curse, while those who did tithe were promised blessing (Mal. 3:8–10).
Though we might assume Old Testament Israel gave a total of 10 percent, it’s actually difficult to discern how much was given. We can’t linger over details in this short article, but some think the Israelites gave 14 tithes over seven years; others believe they gave 12. Regardless, when we add the required tithes together, the amount certainly exceeded 10 percent. In fact, the number was probably somewhere around 20 percent per year.
Why Tithing Is Not Required Today
There are seven decisive reasons for saying Christians are not required to tithe.
1. Believers are no longer under the Mosaic covenant (Rom. 6:14–15; 7:5–6; Gal. 3:15–4:7; 2 Cor. 3:4–18). 
The commands stipulated in the Mosaic covenant are no longer in force for believers. Some appeal to the division between the civil, ceremonial, and moral law to support tithing. Yet these divisions, I would observe, are not the basis Paul uses when addressing how the law applies to us today. And even if we use these distinctions, tithing is clearly not part of the moral law. It’s true the moral norms of the Old Testament are still in force today, and we discern them from the law of Christ in the New Testament, but tithing is not among these commands.
2. The examples of Abraham and Jacob are not normative patterns. 
Some think tithing is required because both Abraham and Jacob gave a tenth, and they both lived before the Mosaic covenant was in place. Such examples hardly prove tithing is for all time, however. Abraham’s gift to Melchizedek was a one-time event; there is no evidence he regularly gave God a tenth.
Jacob’s giving of a tenth signified his gratefulness to God for promising to be with him and to protect him. His gratefulness and generosity still speak to us today, but a historical description of what Jacob gave doesn’t support the idea that all believers must give God a tenth of their income.
3. Tithes were given to the Levites and priests, but there are no Levites and priests in the new covenant. 
Levites and priests were tied to the sacrificial system of the old covenant. Now all believers are priests (1 Pet. 2:9; Rev. 1:6; 5:10; 20:6), with Jesus as our Melchizedekian high priest (Heb. 7).
4. The tithe is tied to the land Israel received under the old covenant. 
Israel was supposed to celebrate a tithe every three years in Jerusalem. But that requirement cannot apply to Christians today. It related to the Jews as a nation—to Jews who lived in the land of promise. With the coming of Christ, the Jewish nation is no longer the locus of God’s people, though individual Jews are part of the church through faith in Jesus.
The earthly Jerusalem is no longer central in God’s purposes (Gal. 4:25). Believers are part of the heavenly Jerusalem (Gal. 4:26) and look forward to the city to come (Heb. 11:10), to the new heavens and new earth (Rev. 21:1–22:5). Abraham isn’t heir of the land of Israel, but of the whole world (Rom. 4:13).
5. If tithing is required today, how much should we give? 
As noted above, the number was certainly more than 10 percent and closer to 20 percent. Those who advocate tithing should probably settle on 20 percent.
6. When Jesus affirmed the tithe, it was before the dawn of the new covenant.
Some defend tithing by saying Jesus praised tithing, even if he said it was less important than other things (Matt. 23:23; Luke 11:42). This argument appears strong, but it’s not persuasive. Jesus also mentioned offering sacrifices in the temple (Matt. 5:23–24), but Christians don’t think—even if the temple were rebuilt—that we should do that. Our Lord’s words are understandable when we think about his location in redemptive history.
Jesus spoke about sacrifices and tithing before the cross and resurrection, before the dawn of the new covenant. He used tithing and sacrifices as illustrations when addressing his contemporaries. He kept the law since he was “born under the law” (Gal. 4:4). But we can no more take his words as a commendation for tithing today than we can his words about offering sacrifices.
7. Nowhere is tithing mentioned when commands to give generously are found in the New Testament. 
When Christians are instructed to give to the poor, they aren’t commanded to give “the poor tithe.” Instead, they are instructed to be generous in helping those in need (Acts 2:43–47; 4:32–37; 11:27–30; Gal. 2:10; 1 Cor. 16:1–4; 2 Cor. 8:1–9:15). For example, 1 Corinthians 16:1–4—a passage often cited in popular circles in support—doesn’t mention tithing; it relates to a one-time gift for poor saints in Jerusalem.
Give Generously
Even though tithing isn’t required today, it does not follow that believers should hoard their possessions.
We are commanded to support those who preach the gospel (Matt. 10:10; Luke 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:6–14; 1 Tim. 5:17–18). And while we should enjoy the good things God gives us, we are also called to be generous to those in need (1 Tim. 6:17–19; 2 Cor. 8–9). Wealth can so easily become an idol, leading us to abandon the Lord.
Since God is to be our treasure, believers are to give generously and freely. For many in the West, this will mean giving more than 10 percent.
Still, Scripture doesn’t command Christians to give a tenth—and Scripture, not tradition, is our rule and authority.

Tithing is Required
Does the Bible command Christians to tithe and, if so, is the baseline 10 percent as expressed in the Old Testament? I believe the answer is yes. The tithe is essential for holiness, vital for the ongoing work of Christ’s church, and required for receiving God’s blessing.
My argument, in a nutshell, is this: The requirement to tithe preceded the Mosaic law, was codified in it with ceremonial aspects added, and was affirmed by Jesus as binding on his followers.
Tithing Before Moses
The first explicit references to the tithe appear in Genesis 14, where Abraham tithes to Melchizedek, and in Genesis 28, where Jacob promises to give God “a full tenth.” But where did the idea to tithe come from? Many argue Abraham and Jacob were simply following the customs of the surrounding nations. But Scripture points in a different direction. In Genesis 26:5, God says, “Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”  This language is almost identical to later instructions regarding the Mosaic law. This passage implies that God gave his people laws in addition to those written in Genesis.
It’s clear from Genesis 4 that the first family knew they had a responsibility to give back to God a portion of what God had given them. They were even held responsible for the kind of offering they gave. God accepted Abel’s offering and rejected Cain’s. In addition, since the Old Testament later links the offering of the “firstborn” and “firstfruits” to the tithe, it’s possible Abel’s offering was accepted precisely because it was a tithe. The Old Testament is clear God’s people were to give back to him—and that he’d given instructions about what that entailed.
Some have suggested Jacob was offering a one-time tithe in Genesis 28. But as John Currid observes, the verb “to tithe” describes frequent, multiple actions. Jacob appears to be “making a lifetime commitment to Yahweh in the matter of tithing.”
Why does Moses record these events? Since he later records God’s command to tithe, he would not have attempted to show Abraham and Jacob’s accommodation to the customs of the nations. Rather, he recorded it to demonstrate their piety.
Moreover, the writer of Hebrews shows the propriety of Abraham’s tithe since it was given to the “priest of the Most High God” (Heb. 7:1). There is an inherent sense of continuity in Hebrews 7 connecting Abraham’s tithe to the tithes the Levites received (and gave) under the Mosaic covenant. This is striking in a letter intent on showing aspects of the old covenant that no longer apply to new covenant believers. Yet far from revealing discontinuity, Hebrews leaves the impression that Christians will also tithe to their eternal high priest.
In these passages, then, the apparent requirement of a tithe comes before the giving of the Mosaic law, and is not tied to it. So while the tithe becomes codified in the old (Mosaic) covenant, it can’t be dismissed as part of the old covenant that’s been fulfilled in Christ and no longer applies to new covenant believers. These passages show the piety of the patriarchs and establish what God expects from his people.
It’s All His
When we come to the law, it becomes clear that the tithe is God’s standard for giving. The tithe doesn’t even belong to the giver, but to the Lord (Lev. 27:30 NLT). God’s people were not even to think of the tithe as theirs to do with as they pleased. It was the Lord’s, and they were to automatically give it back to him.
Under the Mosaic law, there appear to be three tithes: a regular tithe given to support the priests and the work of the temple; a “festival tithe” for the celebration of the required feasts (cf. Deut. 12:17–19); and a “charity tithe,” given every third year to the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow (Deut. 14:28–29). If this is true, the Israelites were actually required to give 23.3 percent of their income, not 10 percent.
Many Old Testament scholars don’t see these as three separate tithes, but as three uses of one. Yet even if there were three tithes, as is likely the case, it’s no surprise the amount would increase when wedded with the ceremonial law, especially with the required festivals—all of which have been fulfilled in Christ.
We see this happen with the Sabbath—an eternal moral law rooted in creation—which takes on various ceremonial aspects under the Mosaic law (ceremonies involving showbread, for example). This is what Paul is talking about in Colossians 2:16, when he forbids letting anyone pass judgment in questions of Sabbath. Under the new covenant, the ceremonial aspects fall away while the moral law of the Sabbath remains.
The same is true of the tithe. The basic tithe, supporting the work of ministry, remains, even while ceremonial aspects fall away. Yet the tithe is a minimum; Christians are always to give to the poor and support other works that extend God’s kingdom (cf. 2 Cor. 8–9). The basic tithe is to be given to the church, to support its work and mission, as seen in Malachi 3.
Indeed, God’s rebuke of his people in Malachi 3:6–12 is remarkable in at least three ways.
1. God accuses his people of “robbing” him by failing to tithe (3:8). This reflects the biblical teaching that the tithe belongs to God.
2. In almost unprecedented fashion, God challenges his people to test him. Tithing is always a test of faith. It’s big enough to hurt, and it forces us to trust God to provide. But it’s not big enough to distress God’s people who are living within their means and leveraging their resources for his glory.
3. God promises to pour abundant blessings on his people when they tithe (cf. 2 Cor. 9:6). No other ceremonial aspect of the Mosaic law draws condemnation in quite this way, except for offering corrupt sacrifices. God treats the lack of tithing as contemptible.
Jesus Teaches the Tithe
Jesus upholds the tithe in Matthew 23:23 (cf. Luke 11:42). He condemns the Pharisees for their tedious commitment to one part of God’s law, the tithe, while neglecting “the weightier matters of justice, mercy, and faithfulness.” Then he states, “These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.”
The Greek word translated “ought” (dei) in the ESV is strong and indicates a necessity. We could translate as follows: “You must do these things, and you must not neglect those things.”
All of Matthew 23 is devoted to the wrong practices and teaching of the scribes and Pharisees. The chapter begins by clarifying that Jesus is teaching “the crowds and his disciples.” Those who don’t believe tithing is for today argue that Jesus is only addressing scribes and Pharisees still under the old covenant. Yet this misses the context. These words are for Jesus’s followers. Elsewhere he doesn’t shy away from setting aside those parts of the law that no longer apply to his disciples (cf. Mark 7:19). But in teaching his disciples, Jesus upholds the tithe.
God Has Been Faithful
My wife and I have been committed to tithing throughout our marriage. This became challenging while raising six kids and teaching at a Christian college and then a seminary. It was especially difficult when we were living on Boston’s north shore, one of the most expensive areas in America. Not only did we tithe, but we also gave beyond our tithe each year to support missions.
We believe that the tithe should come from our gross income—that God gets his tithe before the government gets its share. The Lord has consistently met all our needs, and provided for us abundantly more than we could ever expect.
In an age when studies tell us that evangelical Christians give less than 3 percent of their income to the church or any ministry, I would exhort all to take God’s challenge. Commit to the biblical tithe. God doesn’t promise to make you rich, but he will provide your needs and pour out blessing on you.
As the old saying goes, you cannot outgive God.
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