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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, May 17, 2026
Matthew 24:43 - 25:46

Connection Points
1. Red Pin Project: Who Is Your One?
A. Last week, Pastor Rob challenged us to prayerfully ask the Lord who He may be placing on our hearts to share the hope of Jesus with. As a group, take a few moments to share who came to mind and why.
B. For those of you just hearing about this, use the Red Pin Project devotional and ask the Lord to place someone on your heart over the next month.


Main Point
Because Jesus is certainly coming again, believers must live alert, prepared, and assured through faithful stewardship, compassionate obedience, and trust in the gospel.

Sermon Synopsis
Jesus warns that readiness for His return is revealed through faithful stewardship, compassionate obedience, and wholehearted surrender to Him rather than devotion to money or worldly security. Spiritual maturity is seen in how believers manage God’s resources, care for others, and remain alert to Christ’s inevitable return, whether it comes sooner, later, or unexpectedly. The gospel alone makes true readiness possible, because Jesus bore judgment for sinners, gives His righteousness to those who trust Him, and empowers them by His Spirit to live faithfully until He comes again.

Lean In
1. When do you start preparing for an extended time away from home? How does that preparation change your normal routine? (i.e., 1 week before the trip, I don’t buy groceries like normal).

Leader note: Later we will discuss how to prepare spiritually for Jesus’ return (see Question 8).  
Look Down

Review Matthew 24:43-44, 45-51, and 25:1-13
2. In these parables, Jesus’ return is not expected (vv. 43-44), happens sooner than expected (vv. 45-51), and happens later than expected (25:1-13). Which attitude is most pervasive among members of this group? 

3. What is the most important way a person can be ready for Jesus’ return?  

Leader note: Pastor Rob noted that Jesus Himself has made the way for us to be ready. The same Jesus who told these parables would soon go to the cross, bearing the judgment we deserve so that we might be counted among His sheep, receive His Spirit, and live prepared for His coming. Readiness begins not with effort, but with surrender ... with trusting in Christ’s finished work, repenting of sin, and receiving Him as Lord and Savior. That surrender includes our resources for the mission of the kingdom of God. The limitless grace of Jesus includes limitless demand. When we ARE ready for Christ because of our faith in Christ, we will LIVE ready for His return, which includes stewardship for the mission of the kingdom of God. 

Read Matthew 25:14-30

4. According to this parable, how does being alert to Jesus’ return impact our stewardship for the mission of the church? 

5. Compare and contrast the views of God’s character by the servants in this parable. How does our view of God impact our stewardship for the mission?

6. [bookmark: _Int_hH7p1GJP]According to the parable, what does being good stewards of our God-given talents result in? How does this strike you as a reward for joyful generosity?

Leader’s Note: As a result of their stewardship, the servants were invited to share their master’s joy. 
Look In

7. What’s your best practice to be alert and living a lifestyle that reflects readiness for Jesus’ return?

8. Faithful stewardship often requires risk and trust. What fear might hold you back from investing yourself fully for God’s purposes?

Leader note: Genuinely affirm any practices or routines that are healthy but listen carefully for any practice or pattern that puts confidence in the practice itself rather than the concepts of the gospel. There is no spiritual ‘hack’ apart from recognizing that we are poor in spirit (even when we are at our best) and are dependent upon God to change our affections (wants). 
Look Out

9. Why is it hard for the world to accept the distinction between being an owner and a steward?



Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. “Jesus talked a lot about being ready for His return—not because He wanted people to panic, but because He wanted them to live with purpose. What do you think it means to actually be ‘ready’ spiritually?”

2. “The parable of the talents raises an interesting question: if your life is something entrusted to you by God, what do you think He wants you to do with it?”

Closing Prayer
Father, teach us to live awake and ready. Guard us from spiritual complacency, distraction, and fear. Help us to be faithful with what You have entrusted to us, steadfast in truth, and compassionate toward people around us. Form in us a faith that is genuine, active, and enduring until the day we see Christ face to face. May our lives reflect Your heart through humble service, faithful obedience, and love for others. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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