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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, March 22, 2026
Colossians 3:20-4:1


Connection Points
1. Good Friday & Easter: 
· Join us for a family-friendly Good Friday service on Friday, April 3 at 6:30PM with prayer, Scripture reading, and communion as we remember Christ’s sacrifice.
· [bookmark: _Int_3YRXw18w][bookmark: _Int_Y7IMQu56]Come worship our risen King on Sunday, April 5 at 8:30, 9:45, or 11:15. Preschool childcare provided at all 3 services. Children's worship is available at 9:45 service only. Donuts are available in between services! If you can, please come to the 8:30 or 11:15 service, since we anticipate a large crowd attending 9:45 service. Invite cards are available in the Life Group rooms, as well as in the front and back atriums. Be thinking about who you would like to invite!
2. Savannah Mission Trip: June 11-14.  Two Hispanic congregations have invited Beech Haven to assist in outreach projects: canvassing, conducting block parties, and light touch-up/move-in work in a church building almost completed. Information Meetings: Sunday, March 22 at 12:15 pm in Rm. 107 (near the Commons) and Wednesday, March 25 at 7:30 pm in the Commons.

Main Point
When Christ rules our hearts, the ordinary relationships of home and work become places where His authority is reflected through obedience, humility, justice, and service.

Sermon Synopsis
The lordship of Christ reshapes ordinary relationships in the home and workplace, calling children to obey their parents, parents to exercise authority in a way that encourages rather than discourages, workers to labor with integrity for the Lord, and leaders to exercise authority with justice and humility. The gospel dignifies those under authority and transforms those who hold authority by reminding both that they ultimately serve the same heavenly Master. Because Christ perfectly obeyed, served, and sacrificed for sinners, He not only forgives the failures of children, parents, workers, and leaders but also renews them to display His gracious rule in everyday life.


Lean In
1. Who is someone you’ve worked for or lived with that made you want to be a better person simply by how they treated you?

2. What is one everyday setting that tends to expose what is really going on in your heart—home, work, school, or somewhere else?

Look Down

Read Colossians 3:20-21
3. In v. 20, children are told to obey "in everything." What impact does the phrase "for this pleases the Lord" create and how is this best conveyed or modeled to children? 

4. The warning in v. 21 is that children might become “discouraged.” What kinds of parenting behaviors could lead to that outcome?  
Leader note: E.g., ‘parenting by mood’.  Cf. Also Col. 3:8-9.  

Read Colossians 3:22-4:1  
5. What repeated phrases/ideas do you see in vv. 18–25.  What do they reveal? 
Leader note: Note ‘in the Lord’ (18); ‘pleases the Lord’ (20); ‘fearing the Lord’ (22); ‘for the Lord’ (23); ‘from the Lord’ (24).  Collectively, these suggest that God is not only active in all these relationships but is the primary actor—the one to whom we should ultimately direct our behavior.

6. Vv. 22-23 contrast "eye-service" (working only when watched) with "sincerity of heart" or “wholeheartedly.” What problem is Paul addressing here? How does the presence of an invisible Master (Christ) change the way we handle tasks that no one else sees?  (Cf. 1 Samuel 16:7, Matthew 6:1.)


7. V. 25 mentions that there is "no partiality" with God regarding wrongdoing. How does this provide both a warning to those not doing what is right and a comfort to those being mistreated?


8. How does 4:1 subtly level the playing field between masters and servants? What does it reveal about Christ’s authority over everyone?  Cf. Matthew 23:8–12; James 5:4.

Look In
9. [bookmark: _Int_yiSyjHti]For those who influence others (parents, supervisors, mentors, teachers): how do you see peers miss opportunities to encourage those underneath them or unwittingly provide discouragement? Positive examples?

10. Paul tells slaves they are actually serving the Lord Christ (v. 24). If your current boss or supervisor was replaced by Jesus himself tomorrow, what specific parts of your work ethic would change?

11. If you are a parent, leader, boss, teacher, or someone with responsibility over others, where are you most tempted to lead with irritation, harshness, inconsistency, or self-interest?


Look Out
12. The world often separates faith from work. How does Paul’s instruction challenge the idea that spiritual life only happens at church or in “religious” activities?


13. Our culture often encourages us to "quiet quit" or do the bare minimum if we feel undervalued. How might a Christian's "hearty" work ethic (v. 23) serve as a powerful, counter-cultural testimony to an unbelieving coworker?


14. Who in your life may be especially helped by your repentance and renewed Christlike posture this week—a child, parent, coworker, employee, employer, classmate, or friend?

Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. The Meaning of Work: When someone talks about frustration with work, you might say:
“I’ve been reading something recently that says our work can actually be done for God, not just for a paycheck. It’s changed the way I think about even ordinary tasks.”


1. The Just Judge: When discussing the unfairness or "partiality" of the world, you can point to the promise in v. 25. The Gospel reassures us that while the world is unfair, God is perfectly just, and He has dealt with all wrongdoing at the Cross.

1. This passage does not merely tell us how to live; it shows us how much we need Jesus. We have all disobeyed rightful authority, misused authority entrusted to us, worked for human approval, or led in selfish ways. But Jesus is the perfect Son who obeyed His Father completely, the perfect Servant who gave Himself for others, and the true Lord who uses authority with compassion, justice, and truth. Through His death and resurrection, He forgives our sin and reshapes our hearts so that we can live under His good rule in everyday life.

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, thank You that You are Lord over our homes, our work, our relationships, and every ordinary part of life. Forgive us for the ways we resist Your authority and misuse the authority You have given us. By Your grace, teach us to obey, lead, work, and serve in ways that reflect Your goodness. Let the beauty of Your rule be seen in us this week. Amen.
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