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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, May 10, 2026
Luke 12:13-21

Connection Points
1. May Sunday Social | Muffins on Mother’s Day: Let's celebrate Mother's Day with muffins and fellowship! Join us outside between services on Sunday, May 10 for a time to connect, meet new people, and enjoy coffee and muffins. It’s the perfect way to find community at Beech Haven!

Main Point
Joyful generosity flows from trusting God—not possessions—as our true security and treasure.

Sermon Synopsis
Jesus exposes how greed disguises itself as wisdom by telling the parable of a rich man who trusted his full barns to give him rest, while ignoring God and others. Though the man appeared prudent and successful, his inward, self-focused mindset revealed an idolatry of wealth, showing that life and security are never found in possessions but in God alone. Jesus concludes that true abundance comes from being “rich toward God,” a life marked by gratitude, trust, and joyful generosity rooted in the gospel of Christ, who gave everything for us.


Lean In
1. Have you ever made a plan that felt solid at the time, but later proved uncertain or fragile? What happened?

2. What’s something you’ve held onto longer than you probably should have—an item, money, or even a plan for the future? Why was it hard to let go?


Look Down

Read Luke 12:13-21
3. In vv. 13–15, someone asks Jesus to settle an inheritance dispute. Why do you think Jesus refuses to get involved directly? Have you ever felt like God did not ever directly answer a prayer of yours only to realize later He wanted something better for you?  

4. Jesus warns the disputing brothers, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness” (v. 15). Why would Jesus warn brothers about covetousness when they were dividing their parents’ estate?  At what other times does covetousness tend to rear its head and why is covetousness something we must actively guard against rather than passively avoid?  See 1 Timothy 6:9-10 and Hebrews 13:5.

5. The rich man’s land “produced plentifully” (v. 16). What assumptions does the man make about the source and purpose of his abundance?   Notice how often the rich man uses first-person language (“I,” “my”). What does this reveal about his worldview and sense of ownership? See Deuteronomy 8:17–18; Psalm 24:1.

6. The man’s solution is to build bigger barns and “relax, eat, drink, be merry” (v. 19). What is flawed about his vision of the good life? 

7. In v. 20, God calls him a fool. What specifically makes him foolish? Is the sin of the rich man the fact that he was a successful farmer and a wise planner, or is it something else? How does this redefine what wisdom and success look like? Cf. Psalm 14:1; Matthew 6:19–21. 

8. Jesus contrasts storing up treasure for oneself with being “rich toward God” (v. 21). What might it practically look like to be rich toward God?  See Matthew 6:33 and 1 Timothy 6:17–19. 
Leader note: What does it mean to be rich towards God means balancing your energy and effort into things that are short term and things that are eternal. If our efforts are only short term, then we are not reflecting any eternal perspective. 

Look In
9. In v. 15, Jesus says, “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” We know this to be true but our retention of that knowledge has a half-life—it fades with time. How often do you find yourself, once again, defining your life by what you own—even if it is just dollars? Is there a particular possession that shouts ‘security’ to you? 

10. When you experience a "bumper crop" (a success or a windfall), is your first instinct to ask, "How can I store all of this?" or "How can I share some of this?" Is there any consideration for God’s kingdom work and others?

11. If your soul were required of you tonight, what "unfinished business" regarding your relationship with God or others would feel most heavy?
Leader note: We have people in our Life Groups who are not prepared for eternity. This is a perfect place to share the gospel and convey the realities that death brings. 


  
Look Out

12. Jesus states in v. 15 that life does not consist in the abundance of possessions. The world often says, “Secure your life first, then pursue spiritual things.” What are the flaws in this mindset?  If life isn't found in possessions, where does the text imply it is found? 

13. The rich man believed more possessions would lead to peace and ease. Where do you see that same belief shaping the thinking of people around you? 


14. What would it communicate to our community if generosity became a defining mark of Beech Haven?



Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. “What do you think it takes for someone to feel like they finally have ‘enough’?” This can open a door to discuss contentment and how Jesus reframes abundance.

2. When someone shares stress about finances or the future, you might say, “I’ve been learning that what we pursue most shapes our peace—have you ever thought about that?” 

3. "Jesus points out that we can’t take anything with us when we die. That sounds bleak, but He uses it to point toward a kind of 'wealth' that death can’t touch. Have you ever thought about what that might look like?"

Closing Prayer
Gracious Father, we thank You for the reminder that our lives are held firmly in Your hands, not in our storehouses. Forgive us for the times we have tried to build our own security and find our identity in what we possess. Help us to live with a peaceful spirit, knowing that You are the provider of every good gift. May we not be a people who talk only to ourselves, but a community that walks closely with one another, sharing our lives and our resources with gladness and open hands. Teach us what it means to be truly rich in Your sight, investing in what lasts for eternity. Amen.
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