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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, May 31, 2026
Nehemiah 2

Red Pin Project
As a group, take time to encourage one another, pray for one another, and remind each other that we are not doing this alone. God is with us, and He is the One who changes hearts.
· How can our group encourage and support one another in taking next steps?
· Spend a few minutes praying together by name or initials for the people God has placed on your hearts.

Main Point
God’s providence and our responsibility work together to accomplish His victorious purposes.

Sermon Synopsis
God’s providence governs every detail of life, including not only what happens and how it happens, but also when it happens, and His timing is always wiser than ours. Trust in God’s sovereign care does not produce passivity or anxious striving, but faithful action marked by wisdom, patience, diligence, and dependence upon Him. Because God’s gracious hand guarantees the success of His purposes, His people can labor with courage and confidence, knowing that He finishes what He starts through the finished work of Christ.
LEAN IN
1. Have you ever had to wait for the “right moment” to act or speak? What made that difficult? 

LOOK DOWN
Read Nehemiah 2:1-8
 
2. Nehemiah carried the burden of Jerusalem for four months (compare 1:1 with 2:1) before God opened a door. What do verses 1–8 reveal about how Nehemiah used that waiting season? What does it teach us about trusting God's timing — not just His will?

3. Pastor Rob described God's providence in three dimensions: Preservation (God keeps everything in existence), Concurrence (God works alongside everything He created), and Governance (God guides everything toward His purposes). Where do you see each of these at work in Nehemiah 2:1–8?
Read Nehemiah 2:9-16
4. [bookmark: _Int_P9L4eirJ]Verses 9–16 read like a journal of Nehemiah's careful, prudent action: traveling with letters and escort, inspecting the walls for three days, holding his counsel close. What does this teach us about the relationship between trusting God's providence and taking responsible action?
Read Nehemiah 2:17-20
5. Read verses 17–20 again. Nehemiah delivers the same truth ("the God of the heavens will grant us success") to two very different audiences. How does that same truth function as both an invitation to God's people and a warning to God's enemies?
LOOK IN
6. Pastor Rob said God's providence means that He is always actively involved with everything He created through sustaining all things (perseverance); partnering with created things in all they do (concurrence); and directing all things to accomplish His purposes (governance). Where have you seen God’s providence in your life? 

7. Pastor Rob described two opposite errors: 

a. The Recliner Christian – "I'm just trusting God" becomes a cover for passivity, fear, or disobedience.
b. The White-Knuckle Christian – Driven and sacrificial on the outside, but underneath, fueled by pride, fear, or the lie that "if it's going to get done, I have to do it."
c. Which of these do you tend to drift toward? What does it look like in your life right now?

8. Think of an area where you've been praying for God to move — in your marriage, parenting, witness, ministry, finances, vocation. Is there a step of faithful, prudent action God may be calling you to take, even while you wait on Him?

9. Where are you currently serving at Beech Haven? If you aren't serving in a particular area yet, which of the current needs (preschool, Life Group leadership, teaching, discipleship) might God be stirring your heart toward?

LOOK OUT
10. The same outcome can be interpreted differently. Some will see success or progress as the result of ‘luck,’ ‘human ingenuity,’ or ‘Machiavellian maneuvering.’ Why do you think it is hard for the world to acknowledge the ‘gracious hand of God’ in life’s circumstances?

11. Sanballat and Tobiah used ridicule to stop the work (v. 19). How does the world today use "shame" or "mockery" to discourage believers from living out our convictions?

12. Nehemiah's confidence in God's providence made him bold. How might a deeper trust in God's providence change the way you approach gospel conversations with people in your life?

13. Whose initials are on your RED PIN magnet? What would it look like to keep showing up faithfully, trusting God's timing for the conversation He wants to open?
GOSPEL CONVERSATION STARTERS
1. When you observe the world around you, do you tend to think that it’s all random or that there is some hand of direction through it all? 
2. When something good happens at just the right time, do you chalk it up to luck, coincidence, or something more?

CLOSING PRAYER
Lord, You are the One who opens doors and directs our steps. Give us wisdom to wait when we should wait, courage to act when the time comes, and humility to depend on You in both. Shape us into people who seek Your guidance, walk with integrity, and step forward for the good of others. Amen.
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