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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, April 19, 2026
2 Corinthians 8:1-9


Connection Points
1. Discover Beech Haven – Are you interested in getting connected at Beech Haven? Discover Beech Haven is a pre-membership gathering designed to help you take the next step in belonging to a church family committed to cultivating the unwavering hope of Jesus in every generation. Join us on Sunday, April 26 at 5:00PM at Pastor Rob’s home. At this event, you'll meet others who are new to Beech Haven, hear directly from Pastor Rob about our mission, values, and disciple-making strategy in Athens and beyond, and discover how your story can become part of what God is doing through our church. High school students who are interested in membership are also encouraged to attend. Refreshments and childcare will be available.

2. May Sunday Social | Muffins on Mother’s Day: Let's celebrate Mother's Day with muffins and fellowship! Join us outside between services on Sunday, May 10 for a time to connect, meet new people, and enjoy coffee and muffins. It’s the perfect way to find community at Beech Haven!
Main Point
Joyful generosity is the fruit of a heart shaped by the grace of Christ, expressing itself through participation in God’s mission and growth in spiritual maturity.
Sermon Synopsis
Joyful generosity flows from a heart transformed by the grace of Christ, not from favorable circumstances, as seen in believers whose poverty and affliction overflow into liberality because grace governs their hearts. Giving with joy is participation in God’s mission rather than mere donation, and it serves as a mark of spiritual maturity alongside faith, knowledge, and love. Ultimately, generosity is rooted in the gospel itself—Christ’s self-giving grace—so that giving becomes a response to what has already been received, not an attempt to earn anything.


Lean In
1. When was a time you were surprisingly blessed by someone who seemingly had very little to give? How did you feel being on the receiving end of their generosity?
2. Can you share a memory of a time you gave something away (time, money, or a possession) and felt more "filled up" after giving it than before?




Look Down
Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9

3. Paul highlights the Macedonians’ “extreme poverty” alongside their “abundant joy” in v. 2. What lessons about money do you think the Macedonians must have learned to have those two things go together?  

4. Why do you think the Macedonians ‘begged’ to share in the ministry to the saints (v. 4)?  What was driving their behavior? What’s behind that sense of participation that goes beyond a plain monetary contribution?  
Leader note: According to v. 5, their giving had to do with their identity in the Lord—having first given themselves to Him. Their relationship with the Lord led them to love beyond themselves. This also reveals that Paul is less concerned about getting our money, and more concerned about us getting us more spiritually mature.  In the context of generosity, what does it mean to give yourself first to the Lord?  

5. In v. 7, Paul describes giving as an act of grace.  In this passage, is the recipient of grace the giver or the ones who receive the gift?  
Leader note: Direct your group to vv. 1 and 6 for context to answer. These verses reveal that grace is what the giver receives in order to give.

6. In v. 7, Paul includes giving alongside acts of faith, speech, knowledge, diligence, and love. Can spiritual maturity be achieved without a practice of giving? 
 Leader note: Don’t accept a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’ here. Press your group to expound their answer. We will never ‘arrive’ spiritually; we’ll always be growing. We may have experienced some level of spiritual maturity in some areas but still have opportunity for growth in other areas. 

7. Paul frames giving not as a command but as a test of genuine love (v. 8). Why might Paul avoid commanding generosity outright? 
Leader note: Compulsory giving does not arise from love and Christlike character.  There is a difference between ‘have to’ and ‘get to’.  See 1 John 3:16–18.

8. Paul anchors his argument in the person of Jesus (v. 9).  What standard did Jesus create in respect to generosity?  Cf. Philippians 2:5–8; Ephesians 1:7–8 
Leader note: This is a good place to share the gospel—either briefly or in detail. Our sin made us spiritually poor. Our good works are not enough for us to afford access to heaven or a relationship with God. At his expense on the cross, Jesus’ paid the price for our sins. He not only paid our debt, He presents us Holy (or spiritually rich) reconciling us with God (Col.1:22). 

Look In
9. Do you think more people think, “I’ll be generous when life settles down,” or “I want to participate in what God is doing now”? Why? Where do you see yourself? 


10. In what ways have you “given yourself to the Lord” first? Where might that still be incomplete or compartmentalized? 

11. How would you describe the difference in generosity that is reactive, calculated, or joyful? Are these mutually exclusive—could there be a place for all three?  Where do you see your generosity in these categories?

Look Out
12. The world often ties generosity to abundance—giving out of excess. Why is that easy to do? What does it miss? 

13. Many people are skeptical of churches talking about money—why? How does rooting generosity in the gospel (v. 9) reshape that conversation? 

14. The world often operates on a "scarcity mindset" (I must keep what is mine because there isn't enough). How does Paul’s description of "abundance" in the midst of "poverty" shatter this worldview?






Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. “I’ve been learning that Christian generosity isn’t about pressure—it flows from what Jesus has done for us. What do you think motivates people to give?” 

1. “This passage talks about becoming ‘rich’ through Jesus, but not in a financial way. What do you think it means to be truly rich?” 

Closing Prayer
Lord, we thank You for the incredible portrait of grace we see in Your Word. We are humbled by the example of those who, even in their own struggles, reached out to love beyond themselves with joy. Jesus, we thank You for Your ultimate sacrifice—that You left the riches of heaven to meet us in our spiritual poverty. Help us to be a people who do not just talk about grace, but who live it out in our relationships and our resources. May we be joyful in our generosity, trusting that as we share what You have given us, You will provide all that we truly need. Amen.
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