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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, June 28, 2026
Nehemiah 6

Connection Points
1. We will have only one service on July 5 at 10:00AM! Preschool childcare will be available, and our Life Groups will not meet on this day.

Main Point
When our identity and security rest in God, we can resist distraction and discrediting attacks and remain faithful to the work He has called us to do.

Sermon Synopsis
God calls His people to remain focused on the work He has given them, refusing to be pulled away by distractions that appear reasonable or by attacks designed to damage their reputation. Nehemiah recognized the enemy’s tactics, trusted God rather than his own image, and responded with clarity, prayer, and perseverance, refusing to abandon his assignment. Jesus perfectly embodied this unwavering resolve, resisting every temptation to leave His mission unfinished and enduring false accusations so that His people could stand secure in God’s verdict rather than the opinions of others.

LEAN IN
1. Think of a time when something that felt urgent turned out to be a distraction from what actually mattered most. What made it so convincing?



LOOK DOWN
Read Nehemiah 6:1-9

2. What tactics do you see Nehemiah’s enemies use? 

Leader Note: Distraction and discredit (and we see later deception (vv. 10-13) and subterfuge (vv. 14-19). In what instances was Jesus similarly opposed? 

	Type of Attack
	Nehemiah’s Experience
	Jesus’s Experience

	Distraction
	Nehemiah 6:2 – An invitation to meet in the Ono Valley.
	Mark 1:35-39 – Jesus stops healing so that he can share the gospel.

	Discredit
	Nehemiah 6:6–7 – False rumors sent in an open letter claiming he was planning a rebellion against the king.
	John 19:12 – Accusations that Jesus was setting himself up as a king in opposition to Caesar.

	Deception
	Nehemiah 6:10–13 – Urged to run away and lock himself in the temple out of fear for his life.
	Luke 20:20 – Spies sent by religious leaders pretending to be sincere to catch him in his words.

	Subterfuge
	Nehemiah 6:14–19 – Insider betrayal
	Luke 22:4–6 – Betrayal by Judas alongside false witnesses hired by the high priests.





3. How does Nehemiah respond to opposition?  How did Jesus respond?

Leader Note: Nehemiah remained focused on the task, trusted God with his reputation, denied wrongdoing, and prayed. Jesus responded similarly (Luke 13:31-32; 20:25; Mark 15:5; Luke 23:34)

 

Read Nehemiah 6:10-13
4. In vv. 10-13, Shemaiah’s advice sounds like pastoral care from a fellow Israelite. Why is this form of attack more dangerous than anything that came from Sanballat directly? What gave it away? 
Leader Note: The attack is tricky because it wears a spiritual cloak (cf. Matt. 7:15). Nehemiah discerned it was bad counsel because it would require him to violate the sanctity of the temple and make him look weak. We can discern an authentic voice from God if the instructions are consistent with God’s known word (Deuteronomy 13:1-3) and by knowing Jesus well (cf. John 10:1-5). 


Read Nehemiah 6:14-19
5. Well-connected people inside Jerusalem were relationally bound with enemies outside of Jerusalem. Those relationships led some to undermine God’s work. How have you seen family, business, or community relationships undermine a person’s (or your) walk with the Lord?
Leader Note: Explore both active and passive ways our walk with the Lord can be compromised. Cf. Matthew 10:37-39.


LOOK IN
6. Nehemiah stayed focused on the "Great Work." What is the "Great Work" God has given you in this season (e.g., your marriage, a relationship, a specific ministry opportunity, gospel witness, your integrity at work, etc.)? 


7. What are the "Plain of Ono" distractions trying to pull you away for this God-given work?



8. The sermon described the most dangerous distraction as the one that looks like work. Where in your own life is something good competing with something essential? How do you tell the difference between them?



LOOK OUT
9. The enemies "perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God" (v. 16). How can our community presence better elicit the same response from our critics?


10. Our culture often values "compromise" and "meeting in the middle" as the ultimate goods. How do we explain the difference between being "unwilling to listen" and being "unwilling to compromise" on a God-given mission?

11. Nehemiah prayed that God would ‘remember’ his enemies ‘for what they have done’ (v. 14). Is this the approach we should have towards those who oppose God’s work or ourselves?
Leader Note: The Bible provides examples of this sentiment (Psalm 28:4) yet Luke 6:27-28 calls for us to love our enemies and to be merciful to others as we have received mercy (Luke 6:36). The best thing for us is for our enemies is to receive the same grace we have received. 

GOSPEL CONVERSATION STARTERS
1. The enemies tried to get Nehemiah to "come down" from the wall. People mocked Jesus on the cross, telling Him to "come down" if He were truly the Son of God. He stayed up to save us; Nehemiah stayed up to protect his people.

2. Nehemiah refused to hide in the Temple to save his own skin. This opens a door to talk about how we don't have to "hide" from our past or our enemies because Jesus has become our true and eternal Refuge.

3. “If there were a God who could clear your name permanently – not just in other people’s eyes but in whatever record actually matters – what would that mean to you and what would you want to know?


CLOSING PRAYER
Lord Jesus, You are the one who stayed on the cross when every voice told You to come down. You finished the work the Father gave You, and You rose as the proof that no accusation, no opposition, and no death has the final word. Forgive us for the times we have abandoned the work to manage our reputation. Teach us to know what You have called us to, to trust that You alone determine our worth, and to answer every distraction and every false charge with a single sentence and a return to the work. Strengthen our hands. In Your Son’s name, Amen.
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