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Introduction to First Edition 
This history was prepared in connection with the 150th Anniversary of the founding of the Bethel 
Lutheran congregation in Rochester, Minnesota.  Original sources for information have been 
used whenever possible.   

The previous histories of Bethel congregation have no citations for the information that is 
presented.  In most cases, I have been able to find a source that confirms the information in the 
previous history, but at times I have not, and in some cases, the information I find does not agree 
with that in the history.  I have noted those instances in the end notes.   

The bibliography in the back of this history contains a list of sources used and the following 
endnotes contain citations that support information in the history.  Since this document is not 
intended for academic publication, the notations in the bibliography and the end notes are not 
formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style.  The source of the citations should however 
be clear so an interested person can find them. 

From the very beginning in 1869 the history of Bethel is well documented.  When the Lutheran 
Free Church merged with the American Lutheran Church in 1963, the church records to that date 
were microfilmed and are kept in Dubuque, Iowa.  These records were available when the 1922 
anonymous history was written since they are mentioned in that document.  All later histories use 
the 1922 information and add very little for the period before 1922.  The 1922 Bethel 
constitution mentions the secretary’s book of 1869 that is among the missing records. 

When writing a history of this complexity, choices need to be made regarding what parts of the 
story can be included in a reasonable length document.  I have chosen to focus on the pastors and 
to a lesser degree the lay staff over the 150 years of Bethel’s existence as well as the decisions of 
the governing bodies of the church, i.e., the deacons, the trustees, the church council, and finally 
the facilities used by the church.   

Some of the activities of church committees and special groups of people are described within 
the body of the text.  Groups whose work covers a span of years appear in the appendices to 
better focus on their story.  The choice to include some groups within the church and not others 
was somewhat related to my familiarity with their work.  That does not mean that those that were 
not included are not an important part of the Bethel mission.  Hopefully, my choices of what to 
feature and what is left out will not upset anyone. 

 

  



ii 

Introduction to Second Edition 
The first edition of this history was written without the benefit of information from parts of the 
original documents that are handwritten in Norwegian as the translation could not be completed 
in time for the 150-year celebration festivities.  Since then, two things have happened that 
provide more information for the early parts of this history.  First, the 1869 secretary’s book 
which contains congregational meeting minutes from 1869 to 1887 was found in a display case 
in the narthex and secondly, the translation of it and various other documents in Norwegian has 
been completed.  These documents include the 1869 to 1887 Congregational meeting minutes, 
the 1888 to 1917 Congregational meeting minutes, the 1875 Bethel record book, the 1891 Bethel 
record book, and the 1916 Bethel record book.  The congregational meeting minutes give a good 
view of congregation decisions made throughout this time period.  Some of the secretaries 
provide very complete notes so that the reasons for the decisions are clear while others merely 
state what is decided without background information.  The Bethel record books contain 
information on baptisms, confirmations, funerals, marriages, communion dates, and attendance.  
In addition, a membership list is included.  Lastly there is a record of pastoral acts which give 
dates of services, meetings, etc. often with a notation of whether the event was conducted in 
English or Norwegian. 

These documents have added significant information regarding the activities of Bethel in the 
years from 1869 to 1919 when the use of the Norwegian language in the records ended.  In some 
cases, this information has changed the interpretation of events included in the first edition of 
this history.  The majority of these changes and additions have been made to Chapter 1 of the 
history and are noted either in the body of the history or in the end notes.  A new Appendix 1 
contains some inferences based on an article in the publication of the 1875 Norwegian Synod 
combined with other sources.  All records beyond 1919 are in English. 

Additionally, more staff pictures beginning in 1960 have been discovered in the Bethel archives 
that add to the history. 

Some things that have happened in the time from fall 2019 to the present have been added to the 
history to bring it up to date.  Those events include the retirement of Pastor Wahl and the call of 
a new administrative pastor and the changes in pastoral duties that went along with it.  Some of 
the other pastoral changes since 2019 and important congregational decisions are also included.  
This information has been summarized at the end of chapter 6 and in a new chapter 7 to bring the 
history up to date.  Information regarding Bethel’s response to the corona virus from March 2020 
through Easter 2023 are included in Appendix 12 of the history to make this a continuous story 
rather than spreading it throughout Chapters 6 and 7.   
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Bethel Mission Statement 
 
We, the Bethel Congregation, called by God, commit ourselves: 
 
• to proclaim the Gospel, 
• to prepare our members for outreach and service, and 
• to minister to human needs. 
 

Bethel Vision Statement 
 
Bethel Lutheran Church will stand as a Lutheran and Christian leader in this community by 
being: 
 
• a vibrant place of worship; 
• a caring institution utilizing its many resources of people, facilities, and finances to serve 

members, the community, and interdependent expressions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America; 

• a place to nurture and educate; and 
• an interpreter and supporter of global mission. 
 

Bethel Core Values 
 
• Jesus is Lord of all; Christ is at the center of all Bethel’s ministry and proclamation. 
• Corporate worship is Bethel’s highest commitment and will be expressed by sharing the faith 

with others throughout the week. 
• God’s people of Bethel are called to serve family, church, community, and world through 

continuous outreach and mission. 
• Bethel will model a godly way of life for our members and society, including, but not limited 

to a life of integrity, honesty, commitment, and loyalty. 
• Bethel will be good stewards of our time, talent, and resources in serving members and the 

community. 
• Bethel will nurture the entire congregation through education and building up of the family 

unit. 
• Bethel will be a source of comfort to those who suffer, mourn, or are in distress. 
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Chapter 1 Bethel’s Early Years, 1869 to 1920 
The city of Rochester was founded in 1854 by George Head at a stagecoach stop between St Paul 
and Dubuque.  The city had a population of about 3,700 people in 1869.  Olmsted County was 
established by the Territorial Legislature in 1855 and the State of Minnesota entered the union in 
1858. 

 
City of Rochester in 1869 

When Bethel Lutheran Church was formed in 1869 there were at least two other Lutheran 
churches in the city, present day Trinity and Zumbro Lutheran congregations, along with Baptist, 
Congregational, Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyterian, Universalist, and Catholic churches.  Trinity 
Lutheran was a German Lutheran church now associated with the Missouri synod and Zumbro 
Lutheran, then called Evangelical Lutheran Synod church, was a Scandinavian high church 
congregation that many new settlers distrusted because of their past experiences with the Church 
of Norway.  Appendix 1 shows that there had been some efforts among Rochester Scandinavians 
to affiliate with a pastor they trusted prior to Bethel’s formal organization. 

 
Nels E. S. Jensen 

1869-18712 

On Tuesday, May 11, 1869, a group of Scandinavians held an 
organizational meeting to form a new Norwegian-Lutheran 
congregation.  Andrew Nelson was chairman and Theodore Seeman 
acted as secretary of this meeting.  Reverend Nels Jensen was called to 
preach every third Sunday at a salary of $150 to $200 per year.3  At 
this time, the pastor’s salary was paid quarterly.4  Reverend Jensen 
received his theological training in Norway before he immigrated to the 
United States in 1859.  Prior to coming to Rochester, he served 
congregations at Highland Prairie, Elstad, Rushford, and Houston.  He 
preached his  
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last sermon for these churches May 17, 1869.5 

A committee composed of T. Seeman, G. Hammer, and Marius Listoe was chosen on June 14, 
1869, to draw up a constitution for the new organization.  The original constitution was 
presented on August 2 when forty-nine people signed the document.  Two hundred and fifty-four 
dollars and fifty cents were collected to support the church.6   

They named their church, “Rochester Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Congregation.”7  When 
the congregation first appeared in the Rochester Post church directory in January 1871, the 
church was called First Scandinavian Lutheran Church.8 

Although the constitution was presented to the congregation in Norwegian on Aug. 2, 1869, a 
translation into “the American language” was prepared by Pastor Jensen and filed with the 
incorporation papers of the congregation at the courthouse.9  The congregation was officially 
incorporated on February 17, 1871.10 

At the time of the 1870 census, Reverend Jensen lived with his family in Houston, Minnesota.  
Pastor Jensen and his wife, Hanna, had five children between the ages of one and ten at that time.  
Pastor Jensen’s sister Sina also lived with them.  In 1870, he also accepted a call to serve St 
Peter’s Church in Houston.11  Since Rochester is 65 miles from his home, one service every three 
weeks is reasonable as he could not travel there and still meet with his other church the same 
day. 

The new church became associated with the Conference of Norwegian Danish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America in a split from the Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Augustana 
Synod in North America (SOS) in 1870.12  Augsburg Seminary had been founded as a separate 
Norwegian institution in 1869 at Marshall, Wisconsin and was moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota 
in 1872 as the seminary of the Norwegian Danish Conference.  The reasons for the move were 
that Minneapolis was close to a major concentration of Scandinavian immigrants and the city 
offered land and financial assistance to the school.13 

Bethel remained associated with Augsburg Seminary when the Lutheran Free Church formed in 
1897 and continued in association until the 1963 merger with the American Lutheran Church 
when Augsburg and Luther Seminaries were merged.14 

When the Rochester Baptist Congregation moved to their new location at Fourth and Franklin 
Streets in January 1871, Bethel purchased their old building.15  This purchase was authorized by 
the congregation at a meeting on January 6, 1871.16  The church building was located on a small 
elevation back of the Northern Hotel on Zumbro Street, present Second Street SE between 
Broadway and the Zumbro River.17  The sale paperwork was processed and notarized by two 
elected congregational officers, J. W. Emerson and P. Johnson, January 17, 1871.18  On January 
24, 1871 the congregation authorized the purchase of a lock and two keys for the building.19 

The decision to purchase the building was ratified at a second meeting held February 14, 1871 
and six men were elected trustees of the organization.  At the same meeting, the congregation 
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reorganized under the name “The First Norwegian Independent Lutheran Congregation in 
Rochester.”20 

Sometime during September 1871, the church was moved to Fifth Street, now Center Street, 
across from the Damon Hotel.21  See Appendix 4 for a description of the locations of Bethel 
from 1871 to 1957.   

Bethel Clapboard church on 3rd Ave22 Original Interior in 1911, Pastor Oftedal by the altar 
By the spring of 1871 services were held every week.23  A three-year call to Reverend Jensen 
was considered but rejected at a meeting October 8, 1871.24  The reason may have been that 
Pastor Jensen was reluctant to increase the number of Sundays that the congregation could meet 
with him as he was also serving St. Peter’s Church in Houston. 

 

When Pastor Jensen left in November 187125, Reverend Ole Amundsen 
was called to serve Bethel for three years 26.  Worship services were to be 
held every Sunday and Holy day and the letter of call included the 
requirement that he preach in the local dialect of the mother church in 
Norway.  His initial salary was $100 per year with three Sundays 
vacation each year.  His salary was changed to $400 in November 1872.  
This would indicate significant growth in the congregation in order to be 
able to pay that much more.  At that same meeting, a bell ringer was  

elected who was to ring the church bell on all Sundays and holidays with an annual salary of 
$75.00 per year.27 

There seems to have been a problem in the congregation late in 1871, as on December 10, 1871, a 
special meeting was held where each congregation member was asked by Pastor Amundsen if 
they wanted to continue being a member of the congregation.  The result of this review is not 
recorded, but at the end of the meeting, Pastor Amundsen announced the upcoming annual 
meeting and expressed the hope that all would be able to attend indicating that most of the people 
wished to continue their membership.  In addition, a list of 27 people accepted as new members 
was created at the end of the meeting.28   
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In January 1872, Pastor Amundsen obtained the approval of the congregation to preach one 
Sunday to a few Norwegian and Swedish farmers from Plainview.29  Reverend Amundsen was 
well liked by the congregation “for his upright Christian deportment and superior ministerial 
qualification”.  When his three-year call ended, Pastor Amundsen accepted a call to a church in 
Manistee, Michigan and he was presented with a gold watch in appreciation for his service.  His 
last service at Bethel was in early May 1874.  After he left, Bethel received pastoral support from 
Augsburg Professors Weenaas and Oftedal until a new pastor could be called.30 

Before Pastor Amundsen left, he suggested that the congregation call Mr. Jon Giverholdt from 
Christiana (Oslo Norway).  At that time, it was moved that a meeting be called “with the other 
congregation” to see if a joint call could be agreed.  This motion was defeated by a vote of 25 to 
5.31  A letter of call was prepared after a meeting on March 28, 1874, but this was rescinded in 
August when they agreed to a temporary call to Mr. Gerhard Gjertsen for one year.32  According 
to the Church Bulletin in the Rochester Post newspaper, Reverend Gerhard Gjertsen held his first 
service at Bethel on September 13, 1874.  He is described in the newspaper as “a young 
gentleman of fine education and superior ability and has a high reputation as a preacher in both 
the Norwegian and English languages.”  Services at this time were held every other week as 
Pastor Gjertsen had another church that he met with in St. Paul.33   

 

He apparently made a good impression on the congregation as a letter of 
call dated November 11, 1874, was sent without stipulating a call period 
with an offer of an annual salary of $600 with 3 annual holidays.  The 
call was to begin at the 1875 Annual meeting.34   

Throughout 1875 and 1876 Pastor Gjertsen was assisted by his father, J. 
P. Gjertsen and early in 1876 by his brother M. Falk Gjertsen.35  
Reverend J. P. Gjertsen was located in Oshkosh, Wisconsin at the time 
and was a frequent visitor at Bethel.  He and his wife appear in the Bethel 
communion record at least once in each of the years from 1875  

to 1879.36  Also during 1875, visits by Professors Oftedal and Gunnerson of Augsburg Seminary 
are mentioned.  Professor Gunnerson preached at the Sunday service several times in 1875.  
Their visits suggest that Pastor Gjertsen’s education had been associated with Augsburg in some 
way.  There was certainly a family connection as in 1873, his brother Falk accompanied 
Augsburg Professor Weenaas during a trip to Norway in which Pastor Sven Oftedal was 
recruited to teach at the seminary.  Augsburg had a theological program beginning at its 
inception in 1869 but did not formally graduate a seminary class until 1879.37 

The first service in English noted in the Bethel records was May 9, 1875 at a 7:30 P.M. Evening 
Service.  Another was held June 19, the seventh Sunday after Trinity.38  There are several 
Evening Services in the succeeding months that were in English.  It appears that Pastor Gjertsen 
preached in English on an occasional basis throughout the year, primarily at evening services.39 
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Pastor Gjertsen took his vacation during June as other pastors or sometimes Augsburg professors 
are noted as preachers during that time in both 1875 and 1876.  He was also not listed as 
preaching in September 1876 when his Father J P Gjertsen officiated at all services.40  It is at this 
time that the Ladies Aid first appears in the records.41 

In October 1876, the property at Third and Prospect Streets (225 Third Street SW) was 
purchased for $1,350 to be used as a parsonage.  Prior to that time, the congregation had been 
renting a house for the pastor at a cost of $200 per year.42  Reverend Gjertsen planted some trees 
on the lot in 1878.  The $16.50 cost of the trees was shared between the pastor and the 
congregation.43 

On January 9, 1877, the yearly church council meeting endorsed the “Konference.”44  This 
would be the Norwegian-Danish Conference, a Lutheran church group which chose a theological 
position between the high church Norwegian Synod and the low church pietists.  The Conference 
inherited Augsburg Seminary at its founding in 1870.45  It is not clear from the records if this 
was the first official association with the Conference, or if it was just a choice reaffirmed at the 
1877 meeting. 

On May 28, 1879 Reverend Gjertsen married Elizabeth (Lizzy) Johnson, the daughter of P. F. 
Johnson a prominent member of Bethel Congregation.46  Their marriage license was issued in 
Rochester and they were married by his father but do not appear on the Bethel marriage register.  
Perhaps they were married at the home of her parents.  Their first child, Lina Louise, was born 
July 31, 1880 and she was baptized at Bethel on August 29, 1880.47 

Beginning in 1877 the communion record shows services were led by Bethel pastors at Long 
Creek, which is likely a country congregation near Millville, and also at Winona.  In 1878 
Kasson was added to the list.  The last service at Kasson was in December 1878 and Winona in 
November 1879.48  Long Creek continued to intermittently have communion services led by a 
Bethel pastor until May 1887.49  The travel time between these congregations might explain why 
Pastor Gjertsen had the assistance of his father during those years.  Bethel had about six 
communion services a year at this time, but most members only participated once a year or even 
less.   

Reverend Gjertsen is last mentioned in a note in the pastoral record on February12, 1882.50  He 
had clearly given notice to the congregation earlier as there is discussion regarding pastor 
selection beginning with the December 13, 1881 congregational meeting.51  Since it was evident 
that it would take some time to find a new permanent pastor, in February 1882 the congregation 
voted to pay temporary pastors at a rate of $14 per service.52  Both of the previous entries make 
it likely that the Gjertsen family left Rochester some time in February 1882. 

Sunday school is first mentioned in the pastoral notes for April 25, 1875 along with an English 
service in the evening.  It appears that the Sunday school was held on an irregular basis at this 
time.53  A parochial school is mentioned the next year.  The section 6 of the 1869 constitution 
called for all members to “contribute as according to ability … to establish and support 
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congregational religious schools.”54  Norwegian Lutherans, unlike the German Lutherans, 
generally preferred to send their children to the public schools rather than run their own 
congregational schools.  A short summer parochial school was common to provide a time of 
more focused religious education which is likely the school mentioned in the records.55 

Bethel membership over the years is shown in Appendix 2.  The membership record for 1875 
shows 69 of the members on that date had joined the congregation in 1869.  Church membership 
prior to 1920 is somewhat difficult to determine.  A listing of the people who joined each year is 
available, but only the reason people left the congregation, not the dates.  Thus, the membership 
numbers for the early period derived from those records are likely high.  It is clear that there was 
significant growth during the time that Pastor Amundsen was at Bethel and that the growth 
continued during the first years after Reverend Gjertsen became pastor.  A peak membership of 
about 260 can be estimated for this early period.56 

The last membership recorded in the 1875 book was in October 1890.  At that time Bethel 
membership had declined to 178 people.  Membership records at this time include adult 
members and their children.57  A significant part of the loss seems to have happened in the late 
1870’s and early 1880’s.  The treasurer’s report during that time period shows a significant 
reduction in income from congregational donations which are likely due to loss of membership.  
In response to that reduction, two things happened.  First the pastor’s annual salary was reduced 
from $600 to $500 in 1879 and finally to $375 in 1881.58  In order to have funds to pay the 
pastor and other church expenses, extra pledges for the pastor’s salary were taken in some years 
and suppers and other fund-raising activities were used in others.59  The yearly record of people 
leaving the congregation only covers the years from 1886 to 1890.  During those years, 12 
members died, and 35 members moved out of town, most of them to Washington State.  
However, new members were added to more than balance the losses.  Appendix 2 Figure 1 
shows Bethel membership trends from 1869 to 1921.  These numbers are tentative based on the 
limitation of available records. 

In September 1882, the church lot on Center Street was sold for $180 and the church building 
was moved to a new location on Prospect Street, later 214 Third Ave SW, right next to the 
parsonage on Third Street SW.  The cost of moving the church to it new location was $600.60  
The congregation remained at that location for the next 75 years. 

 

Reverend John Blegen was called to Bethel on June 4, 1882.  It was 
not until January 1883 that it was announced that he had accepted the 
call.61 He was given until October 25, 1883 to begin service as he had 
planned to take a trip to Norway in the interval.62  Reverend Blegen 
is the first Bethel pastor to graduate from Augsburg Seminary under 
the Augsburg Plan of Education.  Augsburg provided theological 
education from its beginnings in 1869, but the formal system was 
only adopted in 1876.63  The first Augsburg seminarians were 
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enrolled in 1874 and the first graduation was in 1879.64  Prior to the 
founding of Augsburg some early Norwegian Lutheran church  

pastors were trained at the Missouri Synod seminary in St. Louis.65  Others like Pastor Jensen 
and possibly Pastor Amundsen were trained in Norway and later immigrated to the United 
States. 

There is a gap in the communion record from October 23, 1881 until July 15, 1883.66  Reverend 
Gjertsen left Bethel in February 1882 and Reverend Blegen began his service in July 1883.67  
This long interval between permanent pastors may be the reason for the membership loss at this 
time.  When he came to Bethel, Pastor Blegen was newly married to his wife, Anne.  While 
Pastor Blegen does not appear on the communion records, his wife communed at Bethel once on 
July 15, 1883, twice in 1884, and the last time on June 7, 1885.68  She is also mentioned as one 
of the Sunday school teachers in the 1922 history.69   

At the end of April 1884, Pastor Blegen announced he was thinking about traveling to Norway as 
he had elderly parents and would like approval to be there for about a month. This request was 
unanimously accepted.70  The church records indicate that Pastor R Anderson and Pastor C Wold 
led services from July 27 to September 21 of 1884.  The records also show that there were no 
baptisms, marriages, or communion services during that time, so that is likely when he took his 
trip.71  The nearly three months’ time period would have been needed to allow for travel time 
plus a month’s visit to his parents. 

In June of 1885, Reverend Blegen announced that he had received a call to teach at Augsburg 
Seminary.  The congregation decided that this call was a sign from God, and they would leave 
the decision to him, but would accept his resignation with regret.72  Reverend Blegen accepted 
this call and served as a teacher of Greek, German, and Norwegian at Augsburg until he retired 
in 1916.73  He and Theodor Reimestad became permanent Augsburg staff members in 1885 in 
order to relieve the load on the theological professors who previously taught the language 
classes.74   

Pastor Blegen officially announced his resignation at the July 13, 1885, congregational meeting.  
He also attended the August congregational meeting.75  Pastors regularly gave several months’ 
notice when they resigned to give their old congregation time to call a new pastor.  There is no 
gap in the communion record until September 1885, so Pastor Blegen likely stayed at Bethel 
until his school term at Augsburg started in the fall.76  A September end date is further supported 
by the fact that John and Anne Blegen’s son, Harvard Martin, was baptized at Bethel on August 
29, 1885.77  In addition to teaching at Augsburg, Pastor Blegen also served on the Lutheran 
Board of Missions and the Bethel Ladies Aid often sent their mission money to him for 
distribution.78 
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In August of 1885, Reverend Rasmus Andersen was called to serve 
Bethel.79  He was offered $300 annual salary from Bethel and received 
another call from Wanamingo with a salary of $200 per year for a service 
every third Sunday.80  He is likely the R. Andersen who conducted 
services at Bethel in Pastor Blegen’s absence on July 27 and September 
21, 1884, so the congregation was familiar with his qualifications.  The 
1875 congregational record book first mentions Pastor Andersen on 
October 4, 1885, so he likely began his ministry near that time.81   

In December 1886, the Pontoppidan congregation in rural Waseca County negotiated a 
cooperative arrangement in which Pastor Andersen would meet with their congregation nine 
weekends a year and be available to them six weekdays per year.  For this they agreed to pay $50 
of the pastor’s annual salary.  Bethel agreed to this as long as the pastor would be available in 
Rochester for required meetings, especially the annual meeting.82 

The December 14, 1888, issue of the Rochester Post reported that Rasmus Anderson (spelling?) 
was admitted to citizenship the previous week which indicates he had been born in Norway and 
quite possibly received his theological training there. 

At the annual meeting January 10, 1888, the congregation approved Pastor Andersen’s request 
for a three month leave for a trip to Norway.  The approval was contingent on Pastor Andersen 
not being gone more than four months and that he secure a visiting pastor to preach at Bethel 
once a month during the time he was gone.83   

Services were held every other week in 1890 as Bethel was in a joint parish agreement with 
Rock Dell.84  That same year the United Norwegian Lutheran Church of America was formed, 
and Augsburg became the seminary for the new organization. 

When Pastor Andersen received a call to a mission church in Chicago in 1891, the congregation 
refused to accept his resignation as they could not easily find another pastor “in the current 
situation.”85  During 1892, a new parsonage was built on the site of the old one.  Pastor 
Anderson expressed his thanks to the congregation at the 1893 annual meeting.  By January 2, 
1895, the new parsonage had been built and occupied.86 

Three of the children of Pastor Andersen and his wife Johanna were born while he was at Bethel.  
Rolf was baptized November 6, 1887, George Ragnavold was baptized August 17, 1890, and 
Ruth Josephine was baptized November 13, 1892.87 

At the annual business meeting in January 1893, the congregation voted that the Ladies Aid 
should hold a Lutefisk Supper.  The Ladies Aid hired the Ancient Order of United Workmen 
(A.O.U.W.) Hall and the supper was well received by the community.  From then on, the 
Lutefisk supper was an annual event at the German Library Hall.  The town people looked 
forward to them with pleasant anticipation.88  
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In the mid-1890s, there was an increased need for English language services, especially for the 
younger people.  Pastor Andersen did not feel comfortable with this demand and offered his 
resignation on January 2, 1894.  He had accepted a call to St. Paul’s congregation in LaCrosse, 
WI.89  The 1922 anonymous history notes that “We truly miss his eloquent Norwegian sermons 
and happy, friendly manner.”90  At this time, Reverend Andersen was the longest serving pastor 
at Bethel having been with the congregation for over eight years.  He appears to have given a 
three-month notice as he last presided at a congregational meeting on April 12, 1894.91  The 
pastoral record indicates that he left after May 23, 1894 as the entry for June 3 lists Professor 
Blegen as the presiding pastor.92   

The congregation expected a long pastoral interim as on September 17, 1894 they agreed to rent 
the parsonage until July 1, 1895.93  During the pastoral interim the congregation held services 
every two weeks with nine different pastors serving on a week to week basis in addition to an 
Augsburg student, Hans Urseth, who first preached in both Norwegian and English at services on 
October 21.94  They liked what they heard from him and at the November 5, 1894 congregational 
meeting they approved a letter to “Student Urseth” asking if he would be willing to serve the 
congregation for a while.  They offered $10 for each time he came to Rochester.95  By April 29, 
1895, a letter of call was sent offering a salary of $400 per year and four Sundays off per year.  
They also include the use of the parsonage and added a required three month notice of 
termination by either pastor or congregation.96 

 

Reverend Hans Urseth accepted the call to Bethel on July 2, 1895 and 
presided at his first congregational meeting on July 22.97.  He had just 
graduated from Augsburg Seminary and was described as very 
thoughtful and a good man.  The name Bethel Lutheran Church was 
adopted at this time.98  

His first communion service was not until October 6, 1895.  Beginning 
in 1895 communion was offered to the congregation usually one and 
rarely two times per year.  This does not mean fewer people received 
communion, but that more people came each time it was offered.  The  

total number of attendees each year remained fairly constant and as before, most people received 
communion only once a year or less.99 

Soon after he became Bethel pastor, Reverend Urseth recommended that the Young People's 
Society of Christian Endeavor (called YPS or CE) be adopted at Bethel.100  The Society was an 
interdenominational Christian youth society first formed in 1881.  CE created publications for 
youth, devised youth programs, and sponsored special events.101  It was organized at Bethel and 
grew to be a strong and vital part of the Youth Ministry of the church.  CE continued to be a part 
of the Bethel youth program until the end of 1923. 

Even before he officially was called as pastor, Student Urseth preached regularly in English.  
The Congregational records indicate that the Evening Service each Sunday was in English.  The 
Evening Service and the YPS are usually recorded on the same line in the records which 
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indicates that the youth group meetings were also in English.  This practice continued even after 
Pastor Urseth left the congregation.102  In October 1885 the congregation voted that Sunday 
School teachers could decide whether to use Norwegian or English in their classes based on their 
personal preference.  In the same meeting one committee was formed to set up English Evening 
Services and another to investigate the availability and use of English Hymnals for that service.  
They also set up a committee of two to research the cost of building a basement under the 
church.103  It was not until February 1897 that a decision was made to keep the building as it was 
and defer any build decision to the future.104 

While at Bethel, two of the children of Pastor Urseth and his wife Martha were born and 
baptized.  Ethel Adelaid was baptized January 18, 1897 and Clemens Oliver was baptized June 
26, 1898.105 

Reverend Urseth loved music and worked to produce new hymns with his friend F. Melius 
Christianson, the Director of the St. Olaf Gospel Chorus and the St. Olaf Band in Northfield, 
Minnesota.106  Dr. Christianson attended Augsburg in 1892 so they may have met there.107  
Reverend Urseth wrote the songs and Dr. Christianson composed music for them.  De Holy 
Sange was an album of twelve songs which they published.  Pastor Urseth also wrote hymns to 
the music of other composers.  Appendix 5 contains the words and music for one of his hymns.  
With his musical interest and ability, Reverend Urseth succeeded in training the Bethel choir to a 
high caliber.108 

At the May 1897 meeting the congregation began to discuss the request from the women’s union 
regarding their right to vote on congregational affairs.  They felt that the right to vote would 
make them feel more a part of the congregation.  The result of this discussion was a 
recommendation to vote to change the paragraph in constitution regarding voting rights.109  
Paragraph 6 of Article 3 of the constitution was approved and became effective on October 31, 
1899.  This Article granted voting rights to all men and women who are confirmed and over 18 
years of age and not under church discipline.  Once women were made voting members, they 
slowly began to fill positions of responsibility within the congregation.  Also, Article 1 of the 
constitution states that the name of the congregation is to be Bethel Lutheran Congregation.110 

When the United Norwegian Lutheran Church in America formed in 1890, it designated St. Olaf 
College to be a college of the church.  Augsburg leaders were concerned that the curriculum of 
St Olaf was too secular and unfit for ministerial training.  This was important to Augsburg as 
they planned an integrated ministerial education from academy through seminary.   

This dispute led to the formation of the friends of Augsburg in 1893 and in 1897 Augsburg 
leaders George Svedrup and Sven Oftedal and their supporters withdrew from the United 
Norwegian Lutheran Church in America to form the Lutheran Free Church which stressed “a 
free church in a free land.”111 

Bethel congregation dealt with the confrontation between Augsburg and the United Church 
cautiously.  In December 1892 they voted to support Augsburg as the United Church college and 
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also encouraged the Augsburg leaders to assimilate with the United Church.112  By the annual 
meeting in January 1894, they took a neutral position on a request for college donations by 
letting members donate to the church college of their choice.  They also reported that they would 
“take an indefinite time to take into consideration the denomination’s current disagreement.” 113  
In October 1895 the congregation agreed to collect money when they received a request from the 
United Church but in 1897 they tabled a request for funds and decided not to send a delegate to 
the United Church annual convention.114  Similar decisions were made in 1898 and 1899.115  The 
Bethel constitution approved in October 1899 makes no mention of larger church affiliation.116 

Bethel sent a delegate to the annual conference of the Lutheran Free Church held in Fargo, ND in 
1907.  The congregation appears to have decided to become a part of the Lutheran Free Church 
at that time, or perhaps an earlier time between 1900 and 1907 that does not appear in the 
records.117  The congregation continued to send delegates to the annual conference from that 
time on.  The 1922 Bethel constitution clearly takes a position when it states that “the 
congregation shall belong to the Lutheran Free Church.”118  Bethel remained associated with the 
Lutheran Free Church until the merger with the American Lutheran Church in 1963.119 

At a September 12, 1898, meeting Pastor Urseth announced that he had received a call to teach at 
Augsburg Seminary.  This call gave Pastor Urseth little time to give notice to the congregation.  
He told them that he did not wish to leave the congregation without a pastor but hoped they 
would be willing to give up some of the services.120  While his resignation was not approved 
immediately, the congregation decided that Bethel would hold services every other Sunday and 
the pastor agreed to continue to serve the congregation in the interim at half pay.121  Pastor 
Urseth accepted the teaching position at Augsburg that fall and he became a well-liked and 
respected teacher.122  In June 1899 services were again held every Sunday as Pastor Urseth 
apparently did not need to teach during the summer.123  He continued to preach at Bethel until 
his new school term began in the fall.  The note that was sent to him in August accepting his 
resignation ended with “we expect you here again to preach next Sunday.”124 

Hans Urseth died in 1909 at the early age of 42 leaving a young family in tight financial 
circumstances.  This was likely common for pastor’s families at this time as they had few 
financial resources to fall back on if the man of the family was no longer earning a salary.125 

 

Olaf J. Flagstad, a recent graduate of Augsburg Seminary, accepted 
the call to Bethel on August 7, 1899 to succeed Pastor Urseth.  He was 
offered an annual salary of $300, the free use of the parsonage, and the 
offerings taken at three holiday services.  In his letter of call, he was 
encouraged to use both English, which was important in dealing with 
the young people, and also to maintain the use of the Norwegian 
language as long as possible.126  Pastor Flagstad was ordained at 
Bethel on October 8, 1899 by Pastor M. Falk Gjertsen and installed by 
former Pastor Urseth the same day127.  He was a fluent speaker and  
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was able to inspire active interest among the young people of the church. 

In mid-1900, the church in Blooming Prairie asked if Pastor Flagstad could preach there on two 
different occasions.  Beginning in October of that year, the congregation approved a motion that 
he be allowed to preach there once a month until further notice.128 

In February 1901, Pastor Flagstad asked for six weeks off to recover from an unstated illness.  
He promised to find ministers to cover for the time he was away.  The congregation approved 
his request and decided that they would continue his salary and that he would pay the 
replacement pastors.  In May he was still not feeling well enough to resume his duties and asked 
for another month to recover or offered to resign as pastor if the congregation preferred.  It was 
decided that he be given an extra two months off under the previously approved terms.129 

Pastor Flagstad was a bachelor when he first came to Bethel.  He married Onne Qualhelm at 
Arendahl Lutheran Church in Peterson, Minnesota on June 23, 1902.130  Their first child, Silvia 
Jeanette, was born on November 11, 1903 and was baptized at Bethel on December 12, 1903.131   

Reverend Flagstad accepted a call to the People's Church of St. Paul and read his resignation to 
the congregation from the pulpit October 4th, 1903.132  His resignation was accepted with the 
condition that he continue as Bethel pastor until January 1, 1904.  In the meantime, a committee 
of three was appointed to begin the search for a new pastor.133   

Two candidates were recommended by Professor Sverdrup, Augsburg student Asmund Oftedal 
who preached in both Norwegian and English at services on December 6, 1903, and Pastor 
Nicholas Nelson of Minot, ND who was invited to come to preach as well.  There was also 
some discussion regarding a letter to the United Church requesting a pastoral recommendation 
from them.134  While nebulous ties with the United Church remained, Bethel continued to look 
to Augsburg for pastors instead of the United Church Seminary which had been founded in 
1893.135 

A letter was received from Pastor Nelson that his present responsibilities meant that he could 
not come to Rochester before the end of February.  A conversation between P. F. Johnson of the 
call committee and Professor Sverdrup led to another student, Student Mils, being invited to 
preach to the congregation on February 28.  A vote regarding which candidate to call led to the 
decision to send a letter of call to Asmund Oftedal.136 

On February 29th, 1904, this letter was sent to Reverend Asmund 
Oftedal who was the son of Sven Oftedal, one of the leaders of 
Augsburg Seminary.  Like the letter of call to Pastor Flagstad, the 
congregation recommended that the English language be used to satisfy 
the youth, but that Norwegian be continued to be used as long as 
possible.  He was offered an annual salary of $400 and the use of the 
parsonage with a three-month notice required to terminate his call.137  
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As with previous pastors, he also received the proceeds from three 
special offerings during the year. 

He accepted the call and fit into the congregation from the beginning.  His wife, Clara, worked 
hard as his partner in the church.  She accepted any challenge and worked well with young and 
old. 138  She appears to have taken an active part in midweek prayer meetings many of which 
were held at the parsonage and on some occasions led by Mrs. Oftedal.  She also worked with 
the younger youth as she is often noted as giving their report at annual meetings.139 

In May 1904 city sewer services were added to the parsonage at a cost of $156.50 which was 
paid by congregational pledges.  Pastor Oftedal was made responsible for repairs should the 
sewer freeze due to neglect on his side.  At the same time, the congregation allowed Pastor 
Oftedal to add gas service at his own expense and in August electricity was added to the house at 
a cost of $50 and paid by the congregation.140 

At the August 1, 1905 congregational meeting, a request was received from the German 
Lutheran Congregation (likely Trinity Lutheran) to be allowed to use the church Sunday 
afternoons from 2:30 to 4:00 PM.141  At the next meeting they decided to approve the request 
and ask for $1 per Sunday for the use of the church.142 

There was a very active program for young people at Bethel at this time.  The Young Peoples 
Christian Endeavor Society met each Sunday for a prayer service followed by a social.  Each 
Christmas and Easter the CE group held a 6:30 A.M. prayer service.  As the CE group was 
ecumenical, there were often “Union” services held at different churches in Rochester.  From 
May 16 to 19, 1908, the Young Peoples convention was held at Bethel.  The opening sermon was 
given by Reverend J. S. Strand with talks and sermons by other visiting pastors.  One of the talks 
to the group was titled, “After Confirmation What?” which is a pertinent issue at any time.  A 
talk on practical consecration was introduced by Mrs. Clara Oftedal.  The convention ended with 
testimonials from visiting delegates and a farewell reception.143 

Adult programs at this time included the Ladies Aid, which met monthly at the home of 
members and put on a yearly supper, the Men’s League which met at the church, and the church 
choir which often met at the parsonage to practice. 

In January 1906 Reverend Oftedal encouraged the church to take part in Reverend Billy 
Sunday’s great month-long revival, which was held in Rochester from December 28, 1905 to 
January 29, 1906.144  Through this event thirty new members were added to the congregation and 
became a valuable addition to the church.145  
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The regular use of English for services is hinted in the records as early as June 7, 1895 when the 
pastor’s records of the evening services and Young Peoples group meetings are written in 
English in the middle of the Norwegian record.  This continued until the end of 1903 when all of 
the records are in Norwegian, but the English evening service is still mentioned. 

The use of the English instead of Norwegian in the Bethel church records began on October 14, 
1907.  Appendix 6 shows the varying times that Norwegian, and English were used in the church 
records.  The entries for most Sundays mention morning and evening services, sometimes with 
the comment, ”as usual.”  It appears that the evening service continued to be in English and the 
morning services were in Norwegian.146  An additional step was taken at the annual meeting in 
January 1908 when it was decided to hold one morning service a month in English for the 
children.  At the same meeting, the pastor’s salary was increased to $500 per year, but without 
the three offerings per year that had been customary.147 

Throughout the period from 1906 to 1912, a midweek prayer service was held, sometimes at the 
parsonage and other times at the church.  At times, this service was in English.  Often the Sunday 
school teachers met after this meeting.148 

Rally day at Bethel was held the first Sunday in October.  At Rally Day on October 2, 1910, 
Augsburg Seminary Professor Svein Oftedal preached the sermon, and a mission offering was 
taken.  Offerings like this usually went to the mission being presented, in this case, Augsburg 
Seminary. 

In addition to services and meetings at Bethel in Rochester, Pastor Oftedal held services on an 
irregular, but near monthly basis in Kalmar Township at the home of various local residents and 
also at the State Hospital.149 

Pastor Oftedal was given a month vacation each year during which there were no services.  He 
took his vacation during August, probably as that was the least disruptive time during the church 
year.  While he was gone, other summer activities of the church continued.  Confirmation classes 
and Sunday school resumed when he returned.   

In May 1908, the church building committee again investigated building a basement under the 
church.  However, the cost estimate of $1000 was more than the congregation could pay.  The 
committee continued meeting to study other options.150  By February 1909 the committee 
reported that a 16 by 32-foot room could be constructed to use as church parlors for $525.  The 
decision was made to build if the money was available.151  At the congregational business 
meeting the next month a total of $475 had been pledged and the decision was made to go ahead 
with the construction.152  There is no direct indication when this room was occupied, but 
beginning with the January 19, 1910 Trustees meeting, the meeting location of most subsequent 
events is in the “church parlors.”153 
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Clapboard church with Parlor annex  

A fortieth anniversary celebration was held on May 11, 1909, with a supper at the parsonage 
followed by a program at the church.  The anniversary address was given by Professor Blegen, a 
former Bethel pastor, and the Augsburg sextet provided special music.154 

Reverend Oftedal’s resignation was accepted February 23, 1911.  He had accepted a call to the 
English Lutheran Church of Minneapolis.  Both Reverend and Mrs. Oftedal were greatly 
appreciated by the congregation and a resolution of thanks was placed in the church record in 
appreciation for their service during the seven years they were in Rochester.  A copy of this 
resolution was also given to Reverend and Mrs. Oftedal155 

A call committee was elected and a call to Louis T. Hanson was approved at a business meeting 
on April 12, 1911.156  Reverend Hanson was another Augsburg seminary student so he could not 
begin his ministry at Bethel until fall.  Pastor Oftedal likely remained in Rochester until his 
graduation.  For certain, he presided at the July 1911 church business meeting.157 

There was a much larger than normal rise in membership in 1911 when 15 people were received 
into the Bethel congregation.158  1911 was a period of internal disagreement at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Rochester which required several investigations by the synod.159  People leaving 
Trinity at that time may have chosen to become members of Bethel. 

 

Reverend Louis T. Hanson’s service to Bethel began with his 
installation on September 10, 1911.  There is no break in Sunday 
services and other activities of the congregation in the interval 
between Reverend Hanson’s call and installation, so it appears that 
Pastor Oftedal continued his ministry for most of this period.  After 
Pastor Hanson was installed, the records note that Sunday morning 
services were in Norwegian and the evening services were in 
English.   
In January 1912, the pastoral record returned to Norwegian, but  
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Sunday services in both languages continued and the business meeting minutes continued to be 
in English.  Norwegian was still appreciated by many and in January 1912 Reverend Peter 
Nelson of Duluth was invited to hold a week of special meetings with the services to be in 
Norwegian.160 

Lillian Evenell was born to Reverend Louis and Emma Hanson on July 9, 1912 and was baptized 
at Bethel on July 28, 1912.161   

Later in 1912, Pastor Hanson received a letter from a church in Ellendale, MN requesting that he 
come for one service a month as they were without a pastor.  This request was approved by the 
congregation.162  The people of Bethel are certainly sympathetic to this problem as they have 
also been in that situation.  They were soon faced with the same problem as Pastor Hanson 
resigned his pastorate on January 6, 1913, on account of ill health.  His resignation was to be 
effective on April 6, 1913.163  

The church record indicates that the congregation was without a regular pastor from February 2, 
1913, until May 30, 1915.164  There was a confirmation service on March 23, 1913, which would 
be the class prepared by Pastor Hanson and was possibly his last service at Bethel.   There was 
not another class confirmed until May 14, 1916, a year after Pastor Rodvik was installed at 
Bethel.165  Pastor Hanson likely left after April 6, 1913.  The communion record ends in April 
1912, though there continue to be baptisms.  There were two baptisms in 1913, one in February 
and one in May, both with Reverend Oftedal as officiating pastor.  Reverend O. L. Christenson 
was pastor for two baptism services in 1914.166   

At different times from February 2, 1913 to May 30, 1915, Pastors Rufsvold, Oftedal, and 
Tollefson from Minneapolis, Professor Severson of Augsburg Seminary, Pastor Shefeland from 
Hayfield, and Pastor Ristov of Wanamingo preached at Bethel.  In February 1914, a letter of call 
was sent to J. R. Michaelson, but he replied he could not accept the call.167  Pastor O. L. 
Christenson of La Crosse preached once a month from the fall 1914 to the spring 1915.  In 
addition, Augsburg students Arthur Lien, J. Reitan, and Johan Rodvik visited the congregation, 
preached a few times, and taught the confirmation class.168   

Figure 1 in Appendix 2 shows changes in membership of Bethel from 1869 to 1921.  From 1891 
to 1912, 81 members left the congregation.  Of that number, 18 of those people died, two left 
with the notation “out of town” and the remaining 61 moved out of the community to a specified 
destination, many of those in the period from 1908 to 1910.  From 1913 to 1915 the membership 
dropped by 26.  This is likely due to the pastoral transition with no installed pastor in those years.  
The records for that time period are not very concise so the membership for 1913 is based on a 
projection from earlier and later membership data.  The membership loss demonstrates the 
importance of having a regular pastor.169   
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On May 30, 1915, Mr. Johan Rodvik was ordained by Reverend O. 
H. Slettin from Augsburg Seminary and installed at Bethel by 
former Pastor Oftedal.170 

The 1922 Bethel history states that there was a decline in 
membership during the time that Pastor Rodvik was at Bethel.  The 
membership records do not substantiate that claim.  The record 
shows an addition of 18 members in 1916 and 20 in 1917 and 21 in 
1918.171  The 1922 history acknowledges that Pastor Rodvik 
brought in new members, but also states these were people that 
agreed with him and that the dispute over language created two  

opposing factions within the church.172   

A comparison of the membership record started in 1916 with a new one started in 1920 (see 
Figure A1-1) shows that there was a rise in membership until 1917 and then a slight decline in 
the last two years that Pastor Rodvik was at Bethel.  New people joined and some former 
members rejoined once Pastor Rodvik was installed but members were also leaving.   

The Congregational Meetings during 1916 and 1917 discuss member resignations although it is 
not always clear if this was a resignation from an elected position or from the congregation as 
well.  In most cases it appears to be a resignation from an elected position.  During this time, Mr. 
Stark Bratager resigned as Sunday School superintendent after nineteen years in that office.  
Helen Lee was elected in his place and when she was unable to continue, Alma Altona was 
elected in her place.173  From this time on we begin to see women holding responsible positions 
within the congregation. 

Low membership was recognized as a problem and a discussion on how to make the 
congregation grow followed the business meeting on April 2, 1916.  At the same meeting, the 
problem of finances was addressed by forming a committee “to take subscriptions for defraying 
the expenses of the congregation.”174  Financial problems continued throughout 1916 and 1917 
and the trustees were instructed to deal with it.  Subscriptions from members helped, but 
apparently not enough.  By April 1916 there was not enough money to pay the bills and the 
question of selling church property and finding another location was brought up.175  The 
financial situation did not improve significantly and by May 1917 there was again no money to 
pay the bills and without significant action to resolve the issue the treasurer resigned.176  In 
October Pastor Rodvik reported that the congregation was three months behind in paying his 
salary.  At the same meeting he insisted that a pastoral salary of $80 per month and three 
Sundays per year vacation would be required or he would resign.  In return for the requested 
salary, he would turn the parsonage and his allotted three Sunday offerings per year back to the 
congregation.177  Although the congregational minutes do not mention this again, the Rochester 
city directories for 1917 and 1919 list Pastor Rodvik’s address as a room at 420 3rd Ave SW so 
this agreement was clearly carried through.  The financial stress in the congregation may have 
been because members who did not like what Pastor Rodvik was doing were withholding 
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contributions or simply leaving the congregation.178  This financial situation was not only 
causing tensions between the congregation and the pastor but a janitor could not be found to 
work for what the congregation could afford, major maintenance of the church building was 
suffering, and subscriptions were needed for things like coal.179 

There was certainly a conflict over language in the congregation with many preferring to use 
English for all services and in the records of the congregation since they felt that the young 
people were more comfortable using the English language.180  Some people argued that English 
should become the language of the church while others wanted to keep using both languages.181  
Beginning in 1917, there was considerable anti-German feeling among people in the United 
States.182  This included the German Language and any language like Norwegian that sounded 
Germanic.  This may have led to a call from some members for less Norwegian in Bethel 
services.  

At the March 26, 1917, congregational meeting, a petition was presented from the young people 
of the Christian Endeavor Society requesting that the English language be used more extensively 
in preaching and in church business.  After discussion from both sides of the issue with the 
pastor speaking against it, a vote was taken with 13 votes supporting the petition and 18 votes 
against.183  This result may have led to the demise of the Christian Endeavor group mentioned in 
the 1922 Anonymous History.  In any case, a new Norwegian language youth organization called 
Solglimt was formed at Bethel which divided the youth into two groups.  There did continue to 
be evening services in English some Sundays.  In February 1917, Pastor Rodvik had reported 
that 20 families requested a Norwegian school in the summer, so the parochial school held in 
June 1917 was in Norwegian.184 

At their meeting on April 3, 1919, the Ladies Aid voted to change their constitution to declare 
English the official language of the church.185  In this vote, the ladies preceded the congregation 
by about a year.  It is also likely a reaction to the push for more Norwegian by some in the 
congregation. 

Beginning with the annual meeting on January 14, 1918, in addition to the election for trustees, a 
deacon, and the church secretary, two ushers, an organist and assistant organist, a janitor, the 
Sunday school superintendent were also elected.  Reverend Rodvik was elected the Sunday 
school superintendent at this meeting.  The trustees reported that the church was again short of 
money.  The income for the year was $960.12 while expenses exceeded that amount by $30.16.  
A supper was suggested to make up the difference and a committee of nine women was 
appointed to plan the supper.186  They later reported that the supper could not be held due to the 
high cost of supplies; however, they were able to collect $94.80 from members.187 

At the March 25, 1918, business meeting of the church Pastor Rodvik resigned effective March 
17. 1918.  His resignation was accepted, and a committee was elected to look after the welfare of 
the church and find a new minister.188  By April there was a discussion on joining the Synod 
church (present Zumbro Lutheran) but the matter was tabled and never brought up again.189  In 
addition, Pastor Rodvik announced that he had not been paid his March salary.  The 
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congregation voted to borrow $200 in order to pay his back salary.190  At the May business 
meeting Reverend Rodvik was asked to continue to serve Bethel until a new minister could be 
called.  He agreed to do so for a reasonable time.191 

In June, Reverend Rodvik reported that four church members had told him he should resign 
effective June 15 in spite of the previous decision for him to stay.  As a result, two of the trustees 
were dismissed from the board and new trustees were elected.192  Since both men were received 
as new members in the 1920 membership record, they likely left the congregation after this 
incident.  By November 1918, a church member had written a letter to the Board of Organization 
of the Lutheran Free Church accusing Reverend Rodvik of not being a true minister of the 
church.  It was decided to invite the Lutheran Free Church Board of Organization to come to 
Bethel and investigate.  The board report dated February 6, 1919 found right and wrong on both 
sides and urged Christian understanding and reconciliation.193 

The congregation also voted at this meeting to request that the Lutheran Free Church Inner 
Mission organization be asked to provide $500 a year instead of the $200 they had been paying.  
This indicates that Bethel had been receiving assistance from the Free Church for some time, 
perhaps since Pastor Rodvik began his service.194   

The Spanish Flu epidemic lasted from January 1918 to December 1920 and infected about 500 
million people with 50 to 100 million deaths worldwide.  In the United States, the flu was spread 
by soldiers returning home from service in World War I195  The Spanish flu hit Minnesota in 
September and lasted until January 1919.196  The epidemic affected Bethel as the records show 
Sunday services were cancelled from October 13 through November 17 in 1918 with the notation 
“No service due to Spanish flu.”  There were also no meetings from October 21 to 26 for the 
same reason although Saturday confirmation and Wednesday prayer meetings were conducted 
other weeks during this period.  There were no church services at all in Rochester on October 
20.197  These steps may have been successful, in any case there are no funerals noted in the 
Bethel records during the months when the flu was active in Minnesota.198  There were also few 
deaths in Rochester.  People came down with the flu but had a relatively mild case due to the 
administration of a vaccine which was available to anyone who wanted it.199 

The fiftieth anniversary celebration in May 1919 was a small event.  A committee of three was 
appointed at the May 5 meeting to plan the affair.  It was decided that the Sunday May 11 
offering would be used to pay the expenses of the speakers, Professors Gunnerson and Evjen 
from Augsburg.200   

Pastor Rodvik appears to have left Bethel at the end of April 1919 as the June 1 service was led 
by congregational deacons and the two services on June 8 were led by Pastor Hagen.201  During 
the April-May time frame, Bethel sent a call to at least two pastors.  The May 25, 1919, business 
meeting minutes note that Pastor Ludvik Peterson of Montevideo turned down a call and Pastor 
Hagen replied to a request to serve as interim pastor that he was unable to preach in English.202  
Pastor Rodvik was at the service on June 29 and gave a departure speech.  The congregation held 
a goodbye party for the pastor and his wife, Anna, the next day.203 
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As a final result of the conflict within the congregation, Pastor 
Rodvik left, and Morris Vaagenes was called as interim pastor.204  
Reverend Vaagenes was later a long-time missionary to Madagascar.  
In 1919, He was either on home leave from his missionary work or 
just ready to start concentrated training for the mission field.  By 
1921, he was located at Manasoa, Madagascar.205 

He began service at Bethel on June 15, 1919. He last presided at a 
church meeting on August 25, 1919 when his resignation was 
accepted.206   

At that August meeting, Reverend Vaagenes shared a report from the congregation’s 
management committee meeting dated March 31, 1919 that the “opposite party” in the 
congregation had been cast out.207  This is likely the result of a rejection of the March 31, 1919 
peace proposal to members who “opposed Pastor Rodvik and the work of the congregation.”208  
Since the management committee minutes are not available, it is not clear how many people 
were ejected but 35 members signed the complaint to the Board of Organization and all of them 
left Bethel at some time between 1916 and 1920.  A review of the membership lists in the 1916 
Record book shows there were 60 new members accepted after Pastor Rodvik left the 
congregation, 33 of whom were among the complaint signers.  The sharp drop in membership in 
1919 shown on Figure 1 of appendix 2 illustrates this drop and rapid recovery.  There were also 
40 people on the 1916 list who were not members in 1920 but no reason is given for their 
withdrawal.  Twenty-three of the 40 had joined the congregation while Pastor Rodvik was at 
Bethel and likely left when he was gone.  The others may have left during the turmoil of the 
pastoral changes between late 1918 and mid-1919 and did not return. 

Reverend Elmer A. Huset was present at the above noted August 25, 
1919, meeting and was called to become Bethel’s pastor.  He 
immediately accepted the call.  Before coming to Rochester, Reverend 
Huset was the pastor of Cloquet Norwegian Lutheran Church, later Our 
Saviors Lutheran church.  His church and all his belongings were 
destroyed in the Cloquet fire of October 1918 which destroyed 250,000 
acres and at least three towns including Cloquet.209  After losing his 
church, he enlisted in the army and was stationed at Fort Snelling 
serving as a hospital chaplain with the rank of captain.  He had been 
released from his army duties only a few days before he was called  
by Bethel.210 

He married his wife Mabel in 1917, probably just after he graduated from Augsburg Seminary.  
He moved to Rochester with his wife and daughter Kathryn shortly after he began his ministry at 
Bethel.211 

Since the parsonage had been empty for two years, some upkeep and repair were required before 
Pastor Huset and his family could move in.  The trustees were authorized to borrow money for 
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this work.  The building was painted and new wallpaper was applied for $127.04 and the furnace 
was repaired for $150.  At the same October meeting that authorized this loan nine former 
members returned to the congregation.212 

On May 31, 1920, the exclusive use of the English language in the services and meetings of the 
church was adopted by a large majority.  From June through September after that decision was 
made, 14 people left the congregation, 7 of them from one family.  The reason for leaving given 
in the membership list is “dissatisfied” but this was likely a reaction to the English language 
decision.  One of the first to leave was Jens Rasmusson who also resigned as trustee and deacon 
immediately after the meeting that chose English as the church language.  Since Zumbro 
Lutheran church in Rochester had Norwegian and English services until 1925 and beyond, 
dissatisfied members could have joined that congregation.213  Appendix 6 describes the English 
to Norwegian changes at Bethel. 

During his time at Bethel Pastor Huset received a salary of $50 a month which was raised to $68 
shortly before he left.  In addition to his Bethel salary, the Lutheran Free Church home missions 
provided $40 per month.  The small amount paid by Bethel indicates a small congregation unable 
to support more money for their pastor.   

During his year at Bethel, Reverend Huset worked extremely hard to encourage new members to 
join the church and previous members to return.  From October 1919 through September 1920, 
72 people joined the church, 34 of whom had previously been Bethel members.  When Reverend 
Huset resigned to accept a call to serve as an army chaplain on September 27, 1920, there were 
157 members of the congregation, 48 of whom were children under the age of confirmation.214   

With an energetic pastor and increased membership, the congregation began to look to the future.  
At the January 1920 annual meeting a new church building was discussed.  In addition to the 
building being too small to hold a growing congregation, there were safety concerns.215  The first 
thought was to sell the old property and build on a new site.  A committee was appointed to 
investigate the matter.  The Kahler organization was contacted and offered the property for 
$42,500 but they were not interested in a new property investment at that time.  A later offer of 
$25,000 from a private party was met with a counteroffer of $35,000 which was not accepted.216   

At a special meeting in July Pastor Huset reported that he had received a letter from the army 
asking if he would consider a call to serve as an army chaplain.  He offered his resignation at that 
time but the congregation decided to table the question until he had received an official call.217  
At the September business meeting Pastor Huset’s resignation was accepted and a special 
meeting was scheduled after services on September 28.218 

It appears that in the interval between July and September Reverend A. G. Hansen had been 
contacted by the congregation on the recommendation of Pastor Huset.219  Reverend Hansen 
graduated from Augsburg in 1915 and may have been known by Reverend Huset who attended 
at the same time.220  Before his call to Bethel, Pastor Hansen had served several congregations in 
the Tioga, North Dakota area from March 1916 until mid-November 1920.221 
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Bethel was fortunate that Reverend Huset was able to take a year away from the army to serve as 
its pastor.  When he resigned the congregation was unified in language and looking to the future 
with confidence.  The congregation’s later growth was built on his work at Bethel.  Without his 
efforts it would have been much more difficult for the congregation to achieve the rapid 
expansion that occurred in the succeeding years. 
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Chapter 2 Pastor Arthur Hansen 1920 to 1960 

 
Arthur Hansen222 

At a special meeting of the congregation on September 28, 1920, 
Reverend Arthur G. Hansen of Tioga, North Dakota, was called by the 
Bethel congregation.223  Prior to calling Reverend Hansen, the church 
voted to provide a pastoral salary of $1600 per year.224  Pastor Hansen 
arrived by train late that day.  He was asked to give a short sermon for 
those attending the meeting and then waited outside while the 
congregation met.  Pastor Huset came out of the meeting and informed 
him that he had been unanimously called to be pastor of Bethel.  
Pastors Hansen and Huset spent some quiet time together to discuss 
questions about the call.  After a short time of consideration, he 
accepted.225  He returned to Tioga as his personal journal shows 

payments from his Tioga congregations up to mid November 1920.  He began service at Bethel 
November 18, 1920, and he received a half month salary from Bethel on December 2.226  He 
presided at his first monthly business meeting on November 29, 1920.  At this meeting, a 
committee was appointed to find appropriate books in English for use by the congregation.227  
By this time English versions of liturgy and teaching materials were readily available. 

Doris Jane Hanson was born October 10, 1920 while Pastor Hansen was completing his duties at 
Tioga.  She was baptized at Bethel on December 12, 1920 with the Bethel congregation as 
sponsors.  This was the first baptism at Bethel after Reverend Hansen became Pastor.228 

Pastor Hansen considered one of his priorities at Bethel to be congregational membership 
growth.  One of the needs of the growing congregation was a new building.  At the June 1921 
monthly business meeting, a building committee was given full powers to plan a new building.  
The congregation voted to tear down the old church and start building the basement, and a 
committee was appointed to find a suitable place to meet during the anticipated construction.229  
The Universalist Church property was made available for use by the congregation in the interim.  
The October and November business meetings of the church were held in the Universalist 
Church parlors.230 

At the March 1921 business meeting of the church, a building fund was set up with a separate 
fund to contain Ladies Aid donations to be used as they saw fit.  At the next meeting, a soliciting 
committee was elected to begin collecting money for the building project.  In June, a building 
committee was elected and given full power to act on plans for the new building which was to be 
built on the site of the old church structure.  It was expected that the basement would be started 
as soon as possible to be used until the rest of the building was available.  A mortgage of up to 
$12,000 and provisions for temporary financing for the building were approved at the November 
1921 business meeting with the stipulation that the interest on any loans not exceed 7% and the 
loan period not exceed five years.  The mortgage limit was raised to $15,000 at the 1922 annual 
meeting.231 
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The building committee moved quickly as the December 1921 Directory had an architect’s 
rendering of the new church building on the cover.  The new building was phased in as the 
basement was quickly completed and used by the congregation until the main structure was 
ready.  The Christmas service in 1921 was held in the newly completed basement.232  The first 
service in the completed church building was held on December 25, 1924. 

 
Cover of Bethel Directory December 1921 

The church annual meeting on January 9, 1922, was held in the new basement preceded by a 
dinner.  At this meeting Pastor Hanson reported that 70 new members had been added to the 
congregation during 1921.233  Based on the congregation vote in 1920, Pastor Hansen wished to 
emphasize that Bethel was an English-speaking church, and the 1921 Handbook cover calls the 
church “English Bethel Lutheran Church.”  By the time the cornerstone was laid in 1922 the 
name had become Bethel English Lutheran Church.  This name was kept until 1964. 

The October 21, 1922 issues of both Rochester papers told the story of the three-day annual 
convention of the Minneapolis District of the Lutheran Free Church held at the new Bethel.  

 
1925 Church Cornerstone 

church building.  As a part of the convention, the 
cornerstone of the new building was dedicated by Reverend 
Asmund Oftedal a former Bethel pastor, who was then 
pastor at English Olivet Church in Minneapolis.  Although 
the official language of the Bethel was now English, the 
Monday afternoon and evening sessions of the conference 
were in Norwegian.234  When this building was demolished 
in 1972, the cornerstone was given to Bethel and placed at  

the entrance of the new church building.235 

In August 1923, the congregation voted to sell its parsonage property at 225 3rd Street SW and 
Reverend Hansen was authorized to rent housing at 221 Sixth Avenue NW at a rate of $50 per 
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month.236  When the rent was raised to $60 a month in 1927, the congregation arranged to 
purchase land and build a new parsonage at 815 7th Avenue SW.  To pay for the parsonage, a 
loan of $5,300 was arranged which required a payment of $55 per month.237 

Also in 1927, the Ladies Aid agreed to take responsibility for the church mortgage and interest if 
the Board of Trustees would pay the running expenses of the church.  They supported the 
mortgage on the parsonage in the same way.  To meet these expenses they held suppers, bake 
sales, apron sales, and anything else that would make money to finance the payments.  Over 21 
years they paid off both mortgages for a total amount of just over $49,000.238   

 
Bethel English Lutheran Church at 224 3rd Ave SE 

Picture from a plate that is titled, Bethel English Lutheran Church Established 1869 

The completed church building was dedicated on January 5, 1925.  A whole day of dedication 
was celebrated.  At the morning service at 10:30 AM, there were two sermons, the first by 
Reverend Claus Morgan of St Louis Church in Minneapolis and the second by former Bethel 
pastor Reverend Asmund Oftedal.  The dedication service was held at 2:00 P.M. with sermons 
by Reverend C. J. Carlson of Wanamingo and Reverend O. H. Slettin from Augsburg Seminary.  
The Rochester Post and Record reported that the service was one of the most impressive ever 
conducted here.  An evening service at 7:30 included Professor Sverdrup, Reverend Slettin, and 
Reverend Bunge of Augsburg as well as Pastor Oftedal.239 

Reverend Hansen was very active promoting new membership.  The December 1921 directory 
lists 206 members, 68 of whom joined during 1921.  Eight of the new members are listed as 
returning to Bethel.  There were two services every Sunday, a morning service at 10:30 and an 
evening service at 7:45 PM.  The Sunday school met at noon.  In his comments in the new 
directory, Pastor Hansen encouraged people to send their children to Sunday school if they were 
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not already in attendance “as you can give them no better education than that of God 
Almighty.”240 

 

Soon after he came to Bethel, Pastor 
Hansen began reaching out to adults in 
the community.  From 1924 to 1935 he 
baptized 10 adults.  Beginning in 1935 
he baptized and confirmed many more 
adults.  Adult confirmation classes began 
that year and continued until he retired. 

From 1936 until 1961, Reverend Hansen 
baptized 107 adults and confirmed 124 
in twenty-one separate adult 
confirmation classes. 

There were several changes to the name and probably the structure of the Bethel youth program 
during the 1920s and 1930s.  The last report of the Norwegian language Solglimt was given at 
the 1920 annual meeting.  That was the same meeting that the church established English as its 
official language for all services and records so the Solglimt youth group probably disbanded at 
that time.241   

By the January 1921 annual meeting the youth group’s name is Society of Christian Endeavor 
which was in place prior to the introduction of Solglimt.242  That group may not have lasted long 
as the annual meetings have no youth reports from 1922 and 1925.   

Sometime during 1924 a Boy Scout troop (Troop 28) was formed at Bethel with Carl Myre as 
scoutmaster.243  During 1925 there is evidence of youth activity when a Young People’s 
Federation is reported to have held a convention which was reported to have been “very 
successful.”244  This seems to have been a onetime occurrence as there was no further youth 
reports in the next year. 

The lack of a youth program at Bethel was brought up at the 1928 annual meeting and the Girls 
Club leader was appointed to investigate.245  There is no further action reported the next year, but 
there was a report from both the treasurer and secretary of the Young People’s Society at the 
October 1930 annual meeting.  In that same meeting a scout committee of 5 was appointed to 
assist the scoutmaster.246 

During the early 1930s both the youth and the boy scout programs were struggling due to low 
attendance.247  They both seem to have recovered within a few years.  The Young Peoples 
Society had clearly rallied by 1937/38 when it was reported that they held fall and spring rallies 
with the Minneapolis District of the Luther League.248  By 1940 the Youth group was identified 
as the Luther League and a regular program of speakers and social events is reported.249  The 
national Luther League organization died in the 1960s but the name for the local youth group 
continued at Bethel and other congregations for many years after that time250.   

1940 Adult Confirmation Class 
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Pastor Hansen took his vacation during the month of July each year.  During the time he was 
gone, the decision was often made to hold no Sunday services, but to continue other church 
events.  In a few other years, the board of deacons found pastors in the surrounding area who 
could preach on the Sundays during Pastor Hansen’s vacation.251 

At the annual meeting in January 1929, it was decided not to hold Sunday school during the 
summer and to resume on Rally Day which was now the second Sunday in September.  At the 
same meeting, the pastor’s salary was raised to $2,300 per year.  He also received the Christmas 
offering. 

During 1929, it was decided to move the annual meeting from January to the second week in 
October each year.  That required a constitution change and a change in the fiscal year of the 
church to run from October 1 to September 30 of the following year.  From then on, the 
congregational records are summarized using September to October rather than a calendar year. 

At the October 1929 annual meeting, it was decided to hold a four-week, half-day, parochial 
school for the children of the congregation during the month of June.  An Augsburg student, 
Kenneth Johnson, was hired to teach for $60 plus room and board.  It was also arranged for him 
to preach on the third Sunday of July 1930.  He was popular enough that he was asked to return 
to teach the parochial school the next year which he agreed to do at the same salary.252  Mr. 
Johnson was asked to preach on the Sundays during June in 1931.  In that year he came with his 
wife and room and board was furnished for them by different families of the congregation on a 
weekly basis. 

In 1933, it was decided to reduce the parochial school term to two weeks.  Reverend Hansen was 
put in charge of the school with three assistants.  The attendance at the school the first year was 
17 students increasing to 40 enrollments in 1932.  In his message to the annual meeting in 
October, which was attended by 43 members, Reverend Hansen promoted the summer parochial 
school as a wonderful opportunity for the children to promote both character and learning.253 

Beginning in 1921, Pastor Hansen received an annual salary of $1,600 with added income from 
offerings, and ministerial acts which totaled $399.37.  In 1929 his salary had increased to $2,300 
per year and he earned $403.71 from what he called ministerials.  As the effects of the 
depression hit, his salary was reduced to $2,000 per year in 1933 when he received $331.35 for 
ministerials.  It was further reduced to $1,800 per year in 1934 when he earned 351.40 for 
ministerials.  In addition to service at Bethel, like previous pastors, Pastor Hansen also led 
services and presided at funerals at the State Hospital.  For these ministerial acts he received $5 
per meeting.254   

By the annual meeting in 1937 financial conditions had improved enough that Reverend 
Hansen’s annual salary was increased to $2,100.  There were 110 members present at this 
meeting.255  The annual report for 1937 was mimeographed instead of being printed in order to 
save money.  This report contained the usual financial and business reports and by vote of the 
congregation continued to list members and their financial pledges.  At this time 562 members 
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are listed.  Pledges for the upcoming year ranged from $0.25 from a young person to $208 with 
an average of about $15 for the year.  The Sunday school reported 228 children in attendance.256 

The 70th anniversary of the church was in 1939.  The Annual for that year lists 622 contributing 
members and 284 children in the Sunday school.  At a ceremony after services on the day of the 
annual meeting the 1923 mortgage on the parsonage was burned.  Also noted at the same 
meeting was the problem with the wet basement of the parsonage which needed repair.  
Installation of drain tile was suggested as a solution.  The treasurer reported nearly $4,400 in 
church income with expenses about $210 less so the congregation was in good financial shape at 
that point.  The remaining mortgage on the church itself was $3,950 which was due to be paid off 
by June 1942.257 

During 1940, Pastor Hansen’s annual salary was increased to $2,400.  The church, except the 
sanctuary, was repainted at this time at a cost of $800.  At the Annual meeting, Pastor Hansen 
asked whether the congregation wanted him to wear a robe at the services.  The resulting vote 
was negative by a two to one margin.  This vote is not surprising given the Low Church 
inclinations of the founders of Bethel and the Lutheran Free Church.  The slogan, “a free church 
in a free land” gave congregations a large degree of autonomy in their operation.  That meant 
that Pastor Hansen could have worn a robe had the congregation desired and still be operating 
within the spirit of the free church idea.258 

The church organization as seen in the meeting minutes had three main governing bodies.  The 
congregational meeting was the final decision maker in all matters.  In 1918 when the meeting 
records begin, the congregation met for a business meeting once a month.  By 1940, annual 
congregational meetings with special meetings when needed were the normal practice.  The 
pastor was the presiding officer of all congregational meetings.  When questions that involved 
pastoral salary and other issues that would be a conflict of interest for him, the pastor would 
appoint a temporary presiding officer to take his place and leave the meeting area. 

The Board of Trustees was the overseer of the financial aspects of the congregation.  This 
included the church building and the parsonage as well as congregational income and expenses.  
They also made sure that the congregational acts were in accordance with the constitution.  This 
board initially consisted of six men but was changed to seven to avoid tie votes.  They met about 
once a month to oversee the business of the congregation.  The pastor was an ex-officio member 
of this board. 

The Board of Deacons mission was to oversee the religious aspects of congregational life, 
including worship and education, and act as an advisor and sounding board for the pastor on 
religious affairs.  By decision of the annual meeting this board consisted of four women and 
three men. 

Like congregations today, there was a Sunday school, a Youth program called the Young 
People’s Society at this time, the Ladies Aid, an Altar Guild which was formed in 1938 as a 
project for young married women who tended not to join a Ladies Aid group, a Men’s group, and 
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various bible study groups.  These groups gave the congregation multiple and varying means of 
working together and getting to know each other. 

Figure 1 in Appendix 2 shows the early growth and at times decline in membership of the 
church.  Figure 2 shows the recovery during the ministries of Pastors Huset and Hansen.  Pastor 
Hansen was a very vibrant and effective leader who was able to meet the spiritual needs of both 
young and old.  Both Pastor Huset and Pastor Hansen brought many new members into Bethel, 
but also convinced members who had left in the previous years to return to membership.  Of 137 
people added to the congregation from 1919 to 1921, 63 were returning members. 

By the time of the annual meeting in October 1943, the congregation had grown to about 1,300 
members and they considered two actions as a result of the growth over the past years. 

A resolution to hire a parish worker to assist Pastor Hansen with visitation and education 
was passed. 

A resolution to enlarge the seating capacity of the church building and provide more space 
for the growing Sunday school was passed.259 

During early 1943, Pastor Hansen injured his back in an accident and was not able to keep up 
with his pastoral responsibilities for five months.  During that time Augsburg student Mr. Orville 
Kleppe served the congregation in his place.260 

With the beginning of American participation in World War II, Bethel kept in contact with 
members in the various branches of service by sending a two-page Bethel news sheet to them 
each month.  A list of the names of active service members was printed in the annual report for 
each of the years during the war.  By October 1942, 40 Bethel members were in the service, 
thirty-nine men and one woman.  By the annual meeting in 1944, 113 Bethel members were 
serving, 5 of whom were women.261 

The 75th anniversary of Bethel congregation was celebrated in 1944.  Mrs. V. E. Strifert, 
congregation secretary, wrote a history of Bethel to commemorate the occasion.262  The 
commemoration began with an evening service on Wednesday, May 10, followed by a 
fellowship hour and lunch in the church parlors.  On Friday evening a memorial service was held 
for former congregation members.  The president of the Lutheran Free Church, Dr. T. O. 
Burntvedt, gave the sermon on Sunday Morning.  That afternoon there was a service in honor of 
the members of the congregation who were in military service.   Dr. B. M. Christensen, the 
president of Augsburg College gave the address at the afternoon service.  The celebration closed 
with an evening concert by the Augsburg choir singing without accompaniment.263 

The membership of the congregation in 1945 was causing crowded conditions at the services as 
well as crowded class space due to the number of students enrolled in the Sunday school.  At the 
annual meeting in 1946, the congregation approved the request to consult an architect regarding 
expansion of the church building.  By 1947, the discussion to enlarge the church building 
continued, but no action was taken.  At this point, the congregation membership had grown to 
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about 1,575 and there were 318 students in the Sunday school, so the space problem was 
becoming more urgent. 

It was not until 1948 that a parish worker was hired.  At that time, no action 
had been taken regarding expansion of the building.  Parish worker, Ionia 
Olson, was employed to visit those congregation members who were home 
bound as well as new members.  She also taught the junior confirmation 
students, was an advisor to the youth group, and led the girl’s chorus.264 

By 1952, when the membership of Bethel had grown to about 1,800, the 
congregation voted to call an assistant pastor.  They decided on a limited 
term call for one or two years with a salary of $3,200 to $3,600 per year.   

 
Ionia Olson 

With the Sunday school participation approaching 400, it was decided to hold two Sunday school 
sessions, one held during each of the Sunday service hours.  In response to the growing need for 
more space in the sanctuary, a church building fund was also approved.265 

 
James Peterson 

At a special meeting held September 22, 1953, the congregation 
approved a call to Reverend James Peterson to be Assistant Pastor.  His 
duties included being director of the youth program, Sunday school 
superintendent, and director of the chapel choir.  Miss Olson’s duties 
were changed to visitation and acting as greeter on Sunday mornings.  
The Board of Trustees decided to rent a house for Reverend Peterson 
but considered building a second parsonage at a later date. 

At the annual meeting in 1953 with 150 members attending, it was 
suggested that instead of adding to the present building, a new church 
building be constructed on another site.  Mr. A. A. Urness offered to 
donate $75,000 if a new building was approved.  A building committee 

was elected to consider options and present a plan to resolve the space issue that had been 
building for many years.  At that time, there was a balance in the expansion fund of $11,750.  
During this meeting Ionia Olson offered her resignation but the congregation voted to reject her 
request by 118 to 14.266  She resigned again in February 1955 when she accepted a position as 
Executive Secretary of the Women’s Missionary Federation of the Lutheran Free Church.267 

In 1954, the building committee proposed that a new facility be constructed on the Feeney site in 
the 800 block of 3rd Avenue SE.  It was estimated that $183,000 would be needed to remodel the 
present property on 3rd Avenue SW.268  In the face of that cost and the limited space for 
expansion on the present site, a motion to purchase the Feeney property for $20,000 was 
approved as was the hiring of a professional fund raiser to secure the pledges needed for new 
construction.  Reverend Peterson’s report for 1954 stressed the difficult learning environment for 
the Sunday school.  All available space in the lower level of the church was being used and 
conditions were still crowded.  This further supported the need for a new facility.269 
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Classroom Crowding   Class in the Boiler Room Record Keeping in a Hallway 

In March 1955, the trustees reported that the Feeney property had been purchased and the house 
on the land would be torn down.  At that time, a total of $179,255 in pledges had been received 
for the building project.  The architects were working on the building layout and the purchase of 
four nearby lots for parking had been approved.270 

The proposed floor plan for the new building was presented at a special congregational meeting 
on August 25, 1955 along with a cost estimate of $320,000 to $340,000 for the construction.  
This cost did not include nave furniture or Sunday school tables, chairs, etc.  The proposed 
building would seat 500 people in the nave and provide classroom space for 500 Sunday school 
students.  The proposed plan was accepted with construction to begin in the spring of 1956.271 

 
Morris Johnson 

Reverend Peterson’s two-year term as assistant pastor was over in 1955 
and Reverend Morris Johnson was called in his place.  Miss Gertrude 
Warren was hired as parish worker in May 1955.  Beginning in this year, 
the Bethel Annual listed the member’s names, but no longer included the 
amount of their pledges. 

At the annual meeting that year, Pastor Johnson reported 406 students in 
the Sunday school and like Reverend Peterson before him described the 
unfavorable learning conditions that the teachers and students had to 
endure.272 

In 1955 the Lutheran Free Church voted to accept a merger with the American Lutheran Church.  
Before this could become effective, the congregations within the Lutheran Free Church had to 
approve this decision.  Bethel voted to accept the merger by a vote of 57 to 1 at the 1955 annual 
meeting, but because they felt all members should have a voice in this decision, a mail vote was 
held with the result that 290 members voted to accept the merger and 6 members were against 
it.273  By 1963 enough congregations in the Lutheran Free Church had voted to approve the 
merger and they officially became a part of the American Lutheran Church.274 
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Bethel about 1957 

In their 1957 report to the congregation, the Board 
of Trustees reported that the old church and 
property on 3rd Ave SW had been sold to the 
Olmsted County Historical Society for $75,000.  
They also noted various loans had been secured to 
pay for the new church during the construction 
phase.  $100,000 was loaned to Bethel by Mr. A. 
A. Urness and $200,000 came from Northwest 
Bank on a note endorsed by Mr. Urness.275  The 
Women’s Guild agreed to furnish the kitchens in 

the new building and the Memorial Fund was used to meet other needs.  Moving day from the 
old church to the new was July 7, 1957 and the first service was held in the new building on July 
14, 1957.276  The dedication service for the new church facility was held September 15, 1957.277 

Reverend Morris Johnson’s two-year term as assistant pastor ended in 
1957 and Reverend Donald Helland was called to replace him.  
Reverend Helland had graduated from Lewis and Clark college and had 
his own accounting firm in Portland, Oregon from 1951 to 1954 before 
he entered the Seminary. He graduated from Augsburg Seminary in 
June 1957.278  Pastor Helland resigned at the end of 1957 to take a 
parish in Ashland, Wisconsin and a special meeting was held on 
January 19, 1958 to call a new associate pastor.  The Board of Trustees 
recommended a permanent call be sent to Reverend James Peterson 
who was then serving a parish in Rugby, North Dakota.  They proposed  

 
Donald Helland 

a salary of $5,200 per year.279  Reverend Peterson accepted with the understanding that the 
position would be one of co-pastor with Reverend Hansen.  The sale of the second parsonage and 
the purchase of a larger house for Pastor Peterson’s family were approved at special meetings of 
the congregation on March 16 and April 12, 1958.280 

Another special meeting was held on July 13, 1958, with Reverend Peterson presiding, 
authorized the Board of Trustees to obtain a mortgage of $250,000 on the church building.  This 
loan was to pay off construction loans and consolidate other debts.281 

At the board of trustees meeting on August 5, 1959, Pastor Peterson announced that he would 
submit his resignation unless Pastor Hansen was retired by January 1, 1960 and the entire church 
staff was replaced at the same time.  He also expressed the need for immediate attention as he 
had other demands for his services.282 

A special congregational meeting was held on October 13, 1959 to consider the resignation of 
Pastor Peterson which was to be effective in 90 days.  In his letter of resignation, Reverend 
Peterson expressed regret, but felt it was necessary as “events of the past year leave no other 
alternative.”283 
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The special meeting minutes report an acrimonious discussion regarding the reasons for this 
resignation.  Pastor Hansen stated that Pastor Peterson was not letting him know what he was 
doing while it was noted that Pastor Hansen took it upon himself to make changes to Sunday 
school teacher appointments, an area of Peterson’s responsibility, at a meeting he called while 
Pastor Peterson was on vacation.  The disagreement seems to hinge on each pastor’s 
interpretation of their working relationship.  Pastor Peterson expected to work within his area of 
responsibility without oversight or interference as a co-pastor, “responsible only to God and the 
congregation,” and Pastor Hansen was used to being in charge and resented not being part of the 
decision-making process in all areas of church work.284 

A letter was received from Reverend Morris Johnson supporting Pastor Peterson and recalling 
that he also had difficulty working with Pastor Hansen.  There were also signed petitions from 
the junior and senior Luther League groups asking that the resignation be rejected.  As part of the 
meeting discussion, it was reported that Pastor Hansen would like to remain at Bethel until he 
reached age 70 (mid 1961) but would retire effective July 1, 1960 if a suitable retirement plan 
could be arranged. 

A vote was held by secret ballot on the question of the resignation of Pastor Peterson.  The result 
was that 197 people voted to reject the resignation and 175 voted to accept it.  This result with an 
almost evenly divided congregation made it urgent that the Board of Trustees resolve the pastoral 
situation quickly.285   

Like the earlier dilemma with Pastor Rodvik, the Lutheran Free Church was asked for advice.  A 
joint meeting of the Board of Trustees and the Board of Deacons was likely held the Monday 
after the congregational meeting with several interested congregation members sitting in.  They 
met to hear recommendations from Reverend John Stensvaag, then president of the Lutheran 
Free Church.  Reverend Stensvaag recommended that for the good of the church, both pastors 
should leave.286  The attendees decided that Pastor Hansen should retire on June 1, 1960 or when 
a new pastor was called, whichever came first and that the Board of Trustees create an equitable 
retirement plan for Pastor Hansen.  Pastor Peterson’s resignation was accepted with the three-
month notice waived but that he would be paid until January 4, 1960.  Names for a call 
committee for the new pastor were also suggested.287 

The situation with Pastor Hansen was settled at the congregation annual meeting on November 
27, 1959.  At that meeting he announced his retirement effective July 1, 1960 with a request that 
a retirement package be formally adopted.  The retirement package proposed by the Board of 
Trustees provided a payment of $150 per month to Mr. and Mrs. Hansen with a continued 
payment of $100 per month to the survivor on the death of either one of them.  They could also 
live rent free in a house provided by Bethel during the life of either of them with the church to 
provide for major repairs and maintenance but not utilities. 
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Painting of Pastor Hansen on his retirement 

In addition, the congregation acted on Pastor Hansen’s suggestion that a lay chairman be elected 
to preside at congregational meetings instead of the pastor as had previously been the practice.  
This suggestion was adopted, and Carl Myre was elected the first congregational chairman.  
Also, a search committee for a new senior pastor was formed.288 
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Chapter 3 Pastor Erling Tungseth 1960 to 1972 

 
Erling Tungseth 

The congregation voted to call Reverend Erling M. Tungseth as their 
pastor at a special meeting held February 18, 1960.  Reverend Tungseth 
graduated from Augsburg Seminary in 1944 and was a member of the 
Augsburg Board of Trustees.  He was pastor of Roseville Lutheran 
Church in St Paul, Minnesota, where he had served since August 1952.  
During the time he had been at Roseville, the congregation had grown 
from 235 to 1,130 members.  Figure 2 in Appendix 2 shows that he was 
also successful in keeping the growth of Bethel on track.  Reverend 
Tungseth was seen as a dynamic and experienced leader who would 
serve Bethel well.  He had preached at both services in Rochester on 
February 14 and was well received by the congregation. 

After the service on February 14, Reverend Tungseth asked to meet with the Trustees and 
Deacons to address some questions he still had.   

 1) He chose to occupy the home where Pastor Hansen was living. 

2) He wished to clarify the position of Pastor Hansen after his retirement.  To this 
question he was told Pastor Emeritus Hansen had no official position in the church and 
would serve at the request of Pastor Tungseth. 

3) Reverend Tungseth also wished to be certain that the question of staff was in his 
hands.  The Boards agreed that he had the right to choose his own staff. 

A salary of $8,000 per year was agreed and a three-week vacation offered after one year 
service.289  As a result of their experience with Reverend Hansen’s retirement, the Board of 
Trustees established a pension fund for Pastor Tungseth.  Both the church and Pastor Tungseth 
paid $22.39 per month to this pension fund.  Both Parish Worker, Miss Warner, and the church 
Secretary, Mrs. Beaver, resigned their positions by early June 1960 leaving staff appointments up 
to Pastor Tungseth.290   

These arrangements were accepted, and Pastor Tungseth preached his first sermon at Bethel on 
July 10, 1960.  He was installed by Lutheran Free Church President Reverend Stensvaag on July 
24, 1960.  Pastor Tungseth moved to Rochester with his wife Marjorie, and children, Paul, 
Karen, Miriam, and Marlene. 

At the annual meeting on October 26, 1960, Pastor Tungseth reported that Jeanne Burmeister had 
been hired as Bethel secretary and Bonnie Martensen as Parish Worker.  He also requested that a 
young assistant pastor be hired.  After some discussion, it was recommended that Bethel seek an 
assistant pastor for a two-year term as they had previously done.291 

According to lifetime member June Hain, sometime about 1960 Bethel women began making 
quilts.  The pictures from that time show about ten women working on quilts, but also taking 
time for coffee and a little bit of lunch.  They appear to work in the basement of the church 
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which is the same area the quilters use today.  A short summary of the Bethel Quilters is 
presented in Appendix 11.292 

 
Philip Heide 

Reverend Philip Heide accepted a call as assistant pastor of Bethel for a 
two-year term and was installed on July 17, 1961.293  Like many young 
pastors, Reverend Heide was short of funds so at the time of his arrival, 
the Board of Trustees voted to purchase a stole for his use and also to 
pay his salary for the month of June.294  

Pastor Heide’s duties at Bethel included that of youth director, oversight 
of much of the visitation carried out by the staff, and he was in charge of 
part of the teaching program of the church in addition to study for his 
preaching responsibilities.295   

When Bethel member Andrew Urness retired and moved to Florida, he donated his Rochester 
home next to the church to Augsburg College with the understanding that the college would offer 
the property to Bethel congregation for $50,000 to be paid at $5,000 per year with no interest 
charges.296  This purchase agreement was accepted at a June 1961 meeting of the congregation.  
The property became the parsonage for Pastor Tungseth and gave the church room for future 
growth should that be desirable.  When the church council later decided to sell the oriental rugs 
that were in the house and replace them with carpeting, they wrote a letter to Mr. Urness 
explaining their reasoning and received a letter in return stating that he had no objection to their 
sale.297 

At the same June 1961 meeting, the congregation decided to change the church year back to a 
calendar year and to extend the terms of the present church officers for 3 months to make their 
terms align with the new church year.  Thirdly they voted to sell the parsonage on 7th Avenue 
SW and build a new one.  This resulted in a gain of about $5,000 that was applied to the church 
debt.298  Pastor Heide and his family moved into the newly constructed parsonage in October 
1962.299 

In March 1962, Pastor Tungseth and Pastor Heide attended teacher training for the Bethel Bible 
series in Madison Wisconsin.  By January 1963, a lay teacher class had begun at Bethel.300  The 
Bethel Bible series was taught at Bethel for many years and a significant number of people in the 
congregation took advantage of this opportunity to better understand the Bible. 

At a special congregational meeting January 8, 1963, the Articles of Incorporation and by-laws 
of Bethel English Lutheran Church were revised.  The revisions included a change to the 
management structure of the congregation to eliminate the Board of Deacons and the Board of 
Trustees and combine their duties into a newly defined church council.  Term limitations were 
established for officers and council members and the quorum changed from 40 active members 
to 100 active members.  These changes were approved by a vote of 125 to 0.301 

Pastor Heide left after his two-year assignment ended in order to return to graduate school.302  
His last sermon at Bethel was June 23, 1963.303  He received a call to a small church in New 
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York and was accepted at the graduate school of Princeton University in Princeton, New 
Jersey.304 

 
John Serkland 

The search for a new assistant pastor began in March 1963 when Mr. 
John Serkland was interviewed by the Council.  He was scheduled to 
graduate from Augsburg Seminary in the spring.  In addition to his 
seminary degree, Mr. Serkland had two years of clinical training at 
Fairview Hospital in Minneapolis.  He was also pursuing a doctorate in 
Philosophy at the University of Minnesota.  He planned to continue his 
classes at the same time as serving at Bethel.  Mr. Serkland was invited 
to preach at the service on March 31, 1963.  A three-year letter of call 
was authorized at a special meeting of the congregation April 3, 
1963.305 

In 1963 Bethel joined the American Lutheran Church when the merger with the Lutheran Free 
Church was finalized.  During 1963, the congregational name was changed from Bethel English 
Lutheran Church to Bethel Lutheran Church.  The first appearance of this change is in the 
Council minutes for April 10, 1963, and it continues to be used in the minutes thereafter.  The 
Articles of Incorporation as amended January 30, 1963, and ratified on October 13, 1963 mark 
the official change of the name of the congregation.306  As a result of the merger of the two 
church bodies, Augsburg Seminary and Luther Seminary were combined with Augsburg staff 
joining Luther Seminary in Saint Paul.307 

At the January 1964 annual meeting, the new church council was 
organized.  The Board of Deacons and the Board of Trustees were 
eliminated, and the governance of the congregation was combined into 
one body.  The new council first met February 11, 1964.  At this same 
meeting, Mrs. Mckibben, who had been the Bethel organist for many 
years resigned and a search for a new organist began.  After a lengthy 
search, Dale Mundahl was hired to be the Bethel organist.  His first 
service was September 6, 1964.  Dale grew up in Rochester and had 
served as organist for Zumbro Lutheran Church during his high school 
years.  He continued his organ lessons at Luther College and was hired 

 
Dale Mundahl 

by the college to play the organ for daily chapel and Sunday services during his junior and 
senior years thus he was an experienced organist when he came to Bethel.  There was initially 
some concern because he was so young and would probably move on in a short time.  This did 
not happen as Dale served as Bethel’s organist for the next 46 years 308   

The 1964 annual meeting also approved a call for a full-time pastor as Minister of Evangelism 
to begin service after July 1, 1964.309  The Minister of Evangelism’s duties were defined at the 
March council meeting as well as his potential salary which was to include participation in the 
American Lutheran Church pension plan.   
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Earl Dreyer 

Reverend Earl Dreyer was chosen and invited to preach Sunday May 
31.310  At a special congregational meeting after the service, a call to 
Reverend Dreyer as full-time pastor of Visitation and Evangelism was 
approved.  Rental of a house at 2535 Elmcroft Drive SW was arranged 
for Pastor Dreyer and his wife, Marnie, and children, Lynn, Beth, and 
David.  He was installed on September 20, 1964.311 

Teacher training for the Bethel Bible Series was completed in the first 
half of 1964 and classes were scheduled to begin November 4 with nine 
teachers and 254 Bethel members attending.312 

With the merger of the American Lutheran Church (ALC) approved, Bethel began to consider 
the use of a common liturgy and hymn book.  The change to the new liturgy would place Bethel 
in unity with the liturgical service of the American Lutheran Church.  Pastor Tungseth suggested 
that this be introduced gradually to allow congregation members to become accustomed to the 
new liturgy.313  At the February 1965 annual meeting it was decided to use the new liturgy two 
Sundays each month and assess the desires of the congregation regarding liturgy at the next 
annual meeting.314  One of the complaints about the new liturgical service was that it took too 
much time away from the sermon.315  The congregation voted to accept the new liturgy by a vote 
of 89 to 41 at the 1966 annual meeting.316  By April 1968, the council recommended that Pastor 
Tungseth chant the liturgy for communion services.  This was tried during the Easter season and 
received many favorable comments.317 

The 1965 congregational meeting also authorized Bethel to enter a corporation of American 
Lutheran Churches in Rochester to establish and operate a Lutheran Retirement Home in the 
city.  The 1967 budget included 30 cents per member to support this facility.318 

When three acres of the Graham estate across 3rd Avenue SE from the church were available for 
sale in 1965, a special congregational meeting on June 15, 1965, authorized the church council to 
borrow up to $66,000 to purchase and improve the property.  The purchase was funded by 
refinancing the mortgage on the church properties which resulted in a mortgage balance of 
$206,000 with a 15-year payback period.  Pastor Tungseth spoke regarding the need for the 
property and how it would be an asset to the church.  There was a delay in the availability of this 
property due to problems defining the boundaries.  While this was going on, the money from the 
loan was invested in bonds to draw interest.319  Bethel finally received title to the property on 
December 29, 1969.320  These lots have been used for parking, “without disrupting natures 
beauty.” since their purchase.321 
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Robert Oudal 

During 1965 there were several staff changes at Bethel.  Carol 
Suddendorf retired as choir director effective September 1, 1965 and 
Robert Oudal was hired as her replacement.  Mr. Oudal was a Bethel 
member and a respected Rochester music director having formed the 
Robert Oudal Chorale with 27 singers in 1962.322  In July, Bonnie 
Martinson resigned as parish director and office secretary, Nancy 
Steffens, left in August.  Marian Johnson was hired as an assistant to 
Pastor Tungseth to help with the administrative work and Marchetta 
Runkle was hired to complete the office staff.323 

The parish education committee had been reviewing the education needs of Bethel children 
during 1965.  As a result of that review the confirmation program was extended to include 
seventh graders making it a three-year program from seventh through ninth grades. 

Pastor Serkland’s three-year call ended in June 1966 and he left to 
continue his education at the University of Chicago.  By late March the 
church council had reviewed several candidates to serve in place of 
Pastor Serkland and recommended that Reverend Roger Stensaas be 
called as Pastor of Education and Youth.  Pastor Stensaas had graduated 
from Luther Seminary in 1960 and was then serving a two-congregation 
parish in Towner, North Dakota.  He expressed a strong interest in this 
opportunity to concentrate on education and youth.324 

A special congregational meeting on April 17, 1966 approved sending a 
letter of call to Reverend Roger Stensaas as pastor with responsibility  

 
Roger Stensaas 

for youth and education starting August 1, 1966.  By mid-August Pastor Stensaas had moved 
with his family to Rochester and begun his ministry at Bethel. 

During the last months of 1966 an Adult Education Committee was formed to develop programs 
and classes for Bethel Adults.  In addition to other classes, this committee assumed responsibility 
for the Bethel Bible Series.  On October 19, 1966, ten adult education classes began, seven in the 
Bethel Bible Series, one on the Gospel of Mark, one of the Bible Book of Faith, and one 
marriage class led by Pastor Tungseth.325 

The properties committee and the church council felt that the money used to rent a house for 
Pastor Dreyer could better be used to purchase land and construct a house for use as a parsonage.  
A special congregational meeting on May 7, 1967 authorized the purchase of land in the 
Meadow Park subdivision and construction of a four-bedroom house with the restriction that no 
more than $25,000 be borrowed for the purpose.  It was expected that volunteer work would be 
used to keep the cost at the limit proposed.326   
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Sandra Krueger  

Marchetta Runkle resigned as office secretary on March 31, 1967, and 
Sandra Krueger was hired to replace her in June.  During the interim, 
part time secretarial help was hired.327 

Pastor Tungseth was a strong supporter of civil rights and encouraged 
Bethel to become informed regarding the situation regarding black 
people in the United States.  On May 26, 1968 Mr. Earl McGee, a black 
Lutheran layman, spoke to the congregation at all three services.328 

In September he presented a class on “Negro History and Minority Sensitivity.”329  In October an 
invitation was extended to the NAACP to hold their October meeting at Bethel.330 

By 1969 the number of people attending services and Sunday school caused significant crowding 
and the decision was made to hold three services and have three Sunday school sessions each 
week beginning in September of that year.  This schedule continued through May of each year. 
Two services were held on Sundays during June, July, and August.331  According to James 
Wigness, the Council chairman at that time, “the change presented problems in dealing with the 
short time between services, the need for more ushers…but the gains for the Sunday school have 
far outweighed the problems.”332  Mr. Wigness also praised the team ministry of the pastors and 
the positive effect this approach has on the ministry of Bethel.333 

The one-hundred-year anniversary of the congregation was celebrated with a series of events 
beginning May 4, 1969, with a newspaper article in the Rochester Post Bulletin.  On May 9, a 
TV Program showed a model of the first church building and pictures of the second and third 
buildings and included an interview with Pastor Tungseth.  On Sunday May 11, a guest speaker 
Reverend Freeman Sveom who had been a Bethel confirmand in 1926, spoke on “The Church 
Reflects on the Past.”  There was special music by the choir and orchestra at the services that 
day. 

Two weeks later Dr. Melford Knutson, president of the Southeastern Minnesota District of the 
ALC, spoke.  This service included recognition of the 25th anniversary of the ordination of 
Pastor Tungseth.  A special picture directory commemorating the centennial was distributed 
during May. 

Centennial Sunday was set for June 15, 1969 with services at the Mayo Civic Auditorium and 
Arena.  The speaker was Dr. John Stensvaag, former president of the Lutheran Free Church.  
Former Bethel Pastors Vaageness, Hansen, and Serkland attended and gave greetings and special 
music was arranged by the Robert Oudal the Bethel music director.334  At 3 P.M. that afternoon 
there was a Centennial Historical Program with Mrs. W. R. McKibben in charge.335 
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Beginning in 1970 the council approved a 
plan by Bethel member Lloyd Lawrence to 
light the cross above the altar at his own 
expense.  Mr. Lawrence completed this 
project by the time of the May Council 
meeting when a letter of thanks was sent.336 

The picture at left shows the lighted cross in 
the sanctuary with Christmas decorations 
around it.  This cross was refinished without 
the lighting and moved to the new 

sanctuary when it was built in 2004. 

The process of hiring a parish worker began with the job description of duties included with the 
February 1971 Council minutes.  Marlyn Borcherding accepted the position effective May 1, 
1971.  Since office space in the main church office was tight, Miss Borcherding and Pastor 
Stensaas occupied offices in the Youth Center on the upper floor of the education wing of the 
church.337 

Preparation for early communion by fifth grade students proceeded during 1971.  Pastor 
Tungseth presented a plan that included sermons to explain the rational for early communion 
followed by communion preparation for eight and ninth grade students with their parents.  The 
first communion for this group was planned for the Advent season.  Seventh grade students were 
prepared in a similar manner with their first communion on Ash Wednesday and finally fifth and 
sixth grade students were prepared and offered their first communion during Holy Week.338 

Dean Smith, a student at Wartburg Seminary requested that he be considered for an internship at 
Bethel.  After some consideration he was accepted and offered an intern position from 
September 1, 1972 to September 1, 1973.  He accepted and began his internship September 1, 
1972.339  From that date he received a salary and auto allowance listed as an educational stipend 
in the treasurer’s report.  Funding for the internship program was provided by interest paid on a 
loan Bethel had previously made to Augsburg College.340 

Pastor Tungseth received a call to Salem Lutheran Church in West Saint Paul to begin as of 
November 1, 1972.  In his announcement of this call, he expressed his gratitude for the years 
spent at Bethel.  The council voted to release Pastor Tungseth from his call at Bethel so that he 
could accept this opportunity.  Fifteen Bethel members were chosen to serve on a call committee 
for a new pastor.341  Ardell Brede was elected chair of the committee and Gladys Roberts served 
as secretary.342 
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Chapter 4 Pastor Arthur Bagaason 1973 to 1986 

Arthur Bagaason 

A special congregational meeting was held on January 8, 1973 to 
consider a call to Reverend Arthur Bagaason who was presently pastor 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Owatonna.  At this meeting, the call 
committee explained the process they went through to choose a person 
to serve as Senior Pastor of Bethel.  This included preparing a list of 
duties required of a senior pastor.  They met with Bishop Agrimson to 
understand the call process and collect a list of names of pastors who 
were interested in a new call and who might fit Bethel’s needs.  Some 
members questioned why Pastor Dreyer was not considered for the 
position.  Pastor Dreyer replied that when the call committee met with 

himself and Pastor Stensaas, he felt he could not answer regarding his desire for the position 
without knowing the job requirements.  After consideration, the call committee felt they wanted 
Pastor Dreyer to remain in the position he now held as it was a very important function for the 
church, and he was doing an excellent job.  After much more discussion, it was moved and 
seconded to issue a letter of call the Reverend Bagaason.  The motion passed by a vote of 167 to 
58.343  The letter of call was approved by the Church Council at their January meeting.  Pastor 
Bagaason began service on May 1, 1973 and was installed as Bethel Pastor by Bishop Agrimson 
on June 24, 1973.344 

At the beginning of Pastor Bagaason’s ministry at Bethel, the idea of team ministry was 
proposed with the job title of all of the pastors defined by their letters of call rather than using 
Senior Pastor, Assistant Pastor, etc.345  Pastors Dreyer and Stensaas were officially thanked for 
all the work and time they had given during the interim period.346  Because Pastor Stensaas was 
not able to participate in educational opportunities because of the added workload, the Executive 
Committee voted to give him $300 for further study.  Pastor Stensaas resigned his position at 
Bethel in May 1973.  He was later a long-time pastor of Peace Lutheran Church in Coon Rapids, 
Minnesota.347 

The Parish education committee recommended that the pastor who succeeded Pastor Stensaas 
give religious training to teachers and conduct worship services for the children and that a Parish 
Education Director be hired.  They expected this person to be trained in current teaching methods 
and implement these methods in the Sunday school program. 348  

A call committee to replace Pastor Stensaas was selected by the church council 
with the approval of the congregation.349   A job description for Pastor of 
Youth and Education was approved.  After several meetings during July and 
August, the call committee recommended a call to Reverend Paul Baker from 
Messiah Lutheran Church in Vancouver, Washington.  Pastor Baker accepted 
the call and began his ministry at Bethel in mid-September.350  During his time 
at Bethel, Pastor Baker worked to develop an individualized confirmation 
program that allowed students to determine when they were ready to be 
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confirmed.351  This program included classes for seventh grade students with more 
individualized instruction in eighth and ninth grades.  Sermon outlines were required from 
seventh and eighth grade students.352  Pastor Baker was also responsible for the Adult Education 
program which he felt was one of the more important roles in religious education.  While he was 
often frustrated with the low attendance at Adult Education programs, he was encouraged that so 
many members came to bible study and had taken the Bethel Bible series earlier.353 

 
Barb Milburn 

When Marlyn Borcherding resigned as Parish Worker effective 
November 1, 1973, Barbara Milburn was hired as Youth and 
Education Director.  Her creative talents and enthusiasm were 
appreciated by the Sunday school students and older youth as 
well as the congregation in general.  Barb began work in mid-
November 1973 and continued in that position for the next 14 
years.354 

In September Pastor Dreyer announced his resignation to accept a call to Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church in Canby, Minnesota.  His resignation was accepted and his last day at Bethel was 
October 31, 1973.355  Pastor Dreyer was given the full amount of the planned Education Stipend 
of $1,000 with details to be worked out between him and the Executive committee to carefully 
consider the tax exposures. 

Changes to the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws of Bethel were recommended by the 
Council and approved at a special meeting of the congregation on September 22, 1974.  These 
changes reflect the fact that Bethel now had several pastors and the term administrative pastor 
now defined what had previously been senior pastor and reference to associate pastors was 
removed and the terms used in their letter of call became their job description to emphasize the 
team ministry that both Pastor Tungseth and Pastor Bagaason favored.  Also, the quorum for 
legally called meetings was changed from 100 to 50 members.356   

 
John Quello 

A call committee of seven Bethel members was proposed by the 
Executive committee and approved by the Council at their 
September 18 meeting.357  The call committee recommended that a 
call as Pastor of Life and Growth be extended to Reverend John 
Quello, presently pastor of Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Northeast Minneapolis.  A congregational meeting held December 9 
supported that call.  Reverend Quello was installed as a Bethel Pastor 
on February 17, 1974.358  One of Pastor Quello’s first reports to the 
council was in regard to TV broadcast of the 9:45 A.M. service 
which would be aired at 11:00 AM.  Extra lighting would be needed  

to do this.359  His report to the 1977annual meeting indicated that much of the cost of this 
ministry was met by donations and the cost had been reduced to $50 per week.360 

During 1974 the topic of pastor’s retirement was addressed.  A part of this discussion involved 
the sale of parsonages to the pastors occupying them with a housing allowance paid to them to 
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replace the free use of a parsonage.  This would allow the pastors to gain equity over time.  The 
first parsonage sale was the Meadow Park house purchased by Pastor Quello and his wife Eileen.  
This sale was approved at a congregational meeting on December 7, 1975.361  In exchange for 
not being provided a parsonage, Pastor Quello’s housing allowance was increased from $100 to 
$550 per month.362  In the justification for the sale, it is stated that all of the other ALC churches 
in Rochester provide a housing allowance for their pastors.  While this does place the property 
back on the tax rolls, “since the pastor and his family enjoy the benefits of police and fire 
protection and other services as well as the benefits of the public school system it seems to be 
appropriate to pay taxes on such property.”363 

Pastor Bagaason was closer to retirement age than the other pastors and the council decided to 
treat his retirement differently.  Fifteen hundred dollars per year was budgeted beginning in 1975 
to be placed in the ALC Tax Sheltered Annuity Fund in Pastor Bagaason’s name.  In addition, he 
could continue to stay in the 3rd Avenue parsonage until his retirement.364  However, during 1978 
Pastor Bagaason purchased a home and began to receive a housing allowance to recognize that 
he was no longer living in a church owned property.365  The former parsonage at 836 3rd Ave SE 
was then used for Youth meetings, Sunday school, wedding receptions, circle meetings and other 
church related functions.366 

During September 1975, Sandra Krueger, the office secretary was married and continued to work 
with her married name, Sandra Junge367  In March 1976 Marian Johnson’s long term secretarial 
service to Bethel was terminated due to health problems.368  Mary Kraft was hired as receptionist 
secretary starting August 10, 1976, to replace Miss Johnson.369  When Sandra Junge resigned to 
have a baby, Gladys Roberts replaced her on the secretarial staff.370 

As a result of the chaotic end to the United States participation in the Vietnamese war in 1975, 
several Vietnamese refugee families were settled in Rochester.  The council discussed the issue 
of support for refugee families and decided to propose that the congregation support two families 
at that time.371  The resettlement effort was coordinated by a committee chaired by James 
Wigness.  By August, one of the families was self-supporting while the other still needed some 
assistance.372  Both families moved to California during the summer of 1976 to escape the 
Minnesota cold weather.373   

In March 1980 two Hmong refugee families were supported.  Unlike the Vietnamese who came 
from an urban environment, the Hmong were from the hill country of northern Laos, spoke no 
English and were not used to an urban setting.  The father of the family was able to find 
employment at the YMCA where he worked until September when the family moved to St Paul 
to be near relatives.  A third Hmong family was supported in 1981. 

In 1985 Bethel supported a family from Cambodia who had escaped the killings in their country 
and had spent time in a refugee camp in Thailand before coming to the United States.  The 
support for the Cambodian families was coordinated by Jean Mortenson chair of the Bethel 
Social Mission Team, in a joint venture with Redeemer Lutheran in Rochester.  Bethel families 
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responded with needed household items and financial support that enabled these families to settle 
in the United States.374 

The congregation was encouraged to send letters and cards to present to Reverend and Mrs. 
Hansen on their 60th Wedding anniversary.  These were presented to the at the 9 A.M. service on 
June 13, 1976.375  On August 15, an appreciation Sunday was held in honor of Pastor Bagaason’s 
25th Ordination anniversary.  His brother, Caroll, was invited to speak and a pen and pencil set 
was presented as a token of Bethel’s appreciation for his years of service.376 

 
John Freidli 

At the annual meeting in 1977, the need for a fourth pastor was 
discussed.  A call committee was formed in February and recommended 
that a call be given to Reverend John Freidli of Lakewood, Colorado, as 
Pastor of Counselling and Visitation.  Pastor Freidli had a Master of 
Theology in Psychology and Counselling and had 17 years’ experience in 
churches in several areas of the country.  This call was approved by the 
congregation at a special meeting May 15, 1977.377  Pastor Freidli began 
his ministry at Bethel in June 1977.  He preached his first sermon to the 
congregation on July 7, 1977.  Pastor Freidli and his wife, Ruth, chose to 
purchase their own home in Rochester and so he was given a housing 

allowance to compensate.  Pastor Freidli was concerned that Bethel have a family centered 
ministry and in addition to individual and marriage counselling, over the years he led many 
programs in marriage enrichment and family enrichment.378 

Pastor Paul Baker left in November 1977 to accept a call in his home state 
of Arizona.  Another call committee was formed and chose to call 
Reverend John Hinderlie as Pastor of Education and Youth.  Pastor 
Hinderlie was a 1972 graduate of Luther Seminary and had recently 
returned from serving as pastor of a Lutheran church in West Germany.  
The call committee also noted that his wife, Diane, was a well-qualified 
musician.  The congregation voted unanimously to call him.379  Pastor 
Hinderlie joined the Bethel pastoral staff and preached his first sermon on 
February 22, 1978.  The Hinderlie family chose to live in the parsonage 
that Pastor Baker had vacated.  

 
John Hinderlie 

During 1977, Pastor Quello was granted a month’s educational leave without pay to study at the 
Ecumenical Institute for Advanced Theological Study in Jerusalem, Israel.  He felt he had gained 
valuable insights from this study that would benefit his ministry for years to come.380 

In 1978 Bethel began purchasing lots on the same block as the church with the view of future 
expansion.381  The houses on the purchased lots were used as rental units and occasionally for 
refugee housing.  The purchase of additional property to the east of the church building was 
approved in October 1987 and another in December 1979.382  In November the sale of the 
parsonage at 2205 18th St NW to Pastor Hinderlie was approved.383  The Hinderlies signed the 
papers to close the sale in January 1979.384 
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Also, during 1978, the congregation voted to refurbish the fellowship hall to make the space 
more usable for classes, meetings, etc.  The installation of portable walls, acoustical ceiling tiles, 
and air conditioning was approved at a cost of $28,000.385 

 
Bethel in June 1978386 

Bethel property was inundated by flood waters during the 
100-year flood on June 6, 1978.  The whole church 
basement was filled with water.  Pastor Quello, who was 
familiar with what flood waters could do to a building, 
went into the nearly full basement to do what could be 
done to make the cleanup and repair easier.  Assisted by 
Pastor Hinderlie, they opened the doors to all the rooms so 
that the rooms could later be entered without forcing the 
doors and probably breaking them.  In addition to  

significant damage to the church, ninety Bethel families were affected by the flood. 

After the flood waters abated, the cleanup and reconstruction began.  First the silt needed to be 
removed and then the task of refinishing and repainting could begin.  Estimates of damage were 
in the range of $125,000 and thousands of hours of labor of all kinds were donated by members 
and friends.  The church was able to obtain an SBA flood damage loan to help cover a part of the 
costs of refinishing the damaged area.  As a result of the flood, Bethel became a part of the 
Rochester Area Churches Emergency Response that gave financial aid and comfort to flood 
victims.387  The construction of flood walls to safeguard the lower level of the church was 
completed during 1979.  This would protect the building from another 100-year flood level.388 

When Mrs. Hansen died in 1979, Reverend Hansen moved into the Stewartville Nursing Home, 
so a decision was made to sell the house he and his wife had been occupying since his 
retirement.389 

Pastor John Quello resigned his position in November1978  to enter a different form of ministry 
at Piper, Jaffery, & Hopwood.  He and his wife, Eileen, remained in Rochester until January 
1984 when they moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota.390  By the end of 1978 a call committee 
had been formed and was interviewing candidates to fill the Life and Growth position on the 
staff.391 

 
Don Deines 

In August 1979 a letter of call was sent to Reverend Donald Deines to 
fill the position of Pastor of Life and Growth.  He graduated from 
Luther Seminary in 1971 and was presently serving a congregation in 
Underwood, Iowa.392  Pastor Deines and his wife, Judy, had three 
children.  Pastor Deines began his service at Bethel in October 1979. 

One of the things that many of the Bethel pastors remarked on in their 
reports to the annual meeting was the joy of working together in a 
collegial team ministry and the freedom they enjoyed in their role 
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within the team.  Pastor Deines first report to the annual meeting reflects this feeling, “I have 
come to the conclusion that I must be working on the best staff in the ALC.  There is enjoyment 
as we work together and a real sense of team ministry and mutual respect.  This type of team 
ministry is a treasure.”393 

In February 1980, the Deines family moved from the Bethel parsonage into a home at 820 26th St 
NW purchased by Bethel and sold to Pastor Deines on a three-year contract for deed.  This 
transaction had been agreed when Reverend Deines was interviewed prior to coming to 
Bethel.394 

By the mid 1970’s space for Sunday school classes began to be a problem.  This was somewhat 
alleviated when Pastor Bagaason moved out of the 3rd Avenue SE parsonage into his own home 
but was still an issue.  Like earlier in the 1950’s, resolution of the space issue took time, but was 
eventually resolved by adding more space.395  In the meantime, room dividers were installed in 
some of the Sunday school rooms and in the fellowship hall in the basement to allow more 
classes to use that space.396 

When Bethel began using the new liturgy in 1979 most of the congregation liked the change 
except it required following along in the book until the words of the liturgy became more 
familiar.  One complaint in a letter to the church council regarded the change from “holy 
Christian church” to “holy catholic church” in the creed.  Pastor Bagaason agreed to explain the 
change in Sunday morning services.397  The complaint against the new form was strong enough 
that some congregation members were inserting copies of the old form into the new hymn books.  
The executive committee decided to remove the copies as the insertion was done without council 
approval and the paper clips used to hold them in place were damaging the hymn books.398   

After several discussions and meetings with those opposing the new creed wording, the 
Executive committee determined that most congregation members favored the new liturgy and 
felt that the issue was closed.399  The concern by some members continued and it was decided to 
send a letter to congregation members asking their opinion of the new creed.400  At the January 
25, 1981 annual meeting a resolution “that Bethel Lutheran Congregation gives formal 
acceptance to the Lutheran Book of Worship in its entirety” was proposed.  An amendment was 
offered to strike the words “in its entirety” and replace with “with replacement of and use of the 
traditional Apostles Creed and Nicene Creed as found printed in the red Service Book and 
Hymnal on pages 4 and 5.”  After much discussion, the amendment failed by a vote of 148 to 67.  
Following the rejection of the amendment, the original resolution was passed.401 

The church mortgage was paid off in September 1980 and a special service was held on 
September 18 to burn the document.402 

During 1981 the computer committee of Bethel recommended the purchase of a computer for 
word processing and record keeping.  The computer was scheduled for delivery the week after 
Easter and would be located in Barb Milburn’s office while she would relocate to the parish 
house until a 3rd floor office was ready for her.  A three-day word-processing class was offered to 
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any Bethel employee who would be using the computer.403  Congregational treasurer, David 
Sipple, advised the council that he planned to computerize the accounting system before his term 
was over.404  From that time on, computers were an integral part of the Bethel record keeping 
system.405 

By the end of 1982 it was apparent that two areas of operations would need to be dealt with in 
the near future.  The first was the need for a lay administrator to take some of the day-to-day 
administrative tasks from the pastoral staff to allow them more time to look after the spiritual 
needs of the congregation.  At the October council meeting, Congregational President Bruce 
Odenbach presented a list of suggested duties of a lay administrator that were given to the 
council for their consideration.  This was the first step in defining the tasks of the position before 
any interviews could be held with prospective administrators.406  Money for the lay 
administrator’s salary was placed in the 1983 budget.407 

At the same meeting, Myron Snesrud reporting for the Long-Range Planning Committee 
introduced Byron Stadsvold representing the architectural firm that had been engaged to design 
an addition to the church.  The plans included a new unit on the south end of the present building 
with plans for an elevator, a new entrance, storage for choir robes, more meeting areas and new 
office space.  Mr. Stadsvold suggested a time frame of 56 weeks from initial design to 
completion of construction.408   

The Council decided that the lay administrator position was the most important issue and that it 
would be included in the Annual Meeting material but that the building addition information 
would take too much time to properly describe and should be presented to the congregation at a 
special meeting for that purpose.409  At their next meeting, the council went on record to support 
the concept of expansion as presented by the Long Range Planning Committee.410  A search 
committee for the lay administrator began meeting in February.  In preparing a job description n 
it was suggested that the job title be “Business Manager.”411  With the new business manager 
position, the Administrative Pastors job description also needed to be changed.  The Personnel 
committee was working on making those changes.412  After interviewing several applicants, Mr. 
Loren Hansen was hired as Bethel Business Manager to begin July 1, 1983.413 

Pastor Hinderlie resigned his position at Bethel effective March 15, 1983 to accept a pastoral 
position at First Lutheran Church in St Louis Park, Minnesota.  His resignation was accepted 
with regret.414  Barb Milburn agreed to cover Pastor Hinderlie’s educational responsibilities in 
the learning center in the interim.415  The call committee to replace Pastor Hinderlie began 
meeting in March.416 
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A congregational meeting on was held on August 28,1983 to approve a 
letter of call to Reverend Rolf Torgerson-Bell as Bethel’s Youth and 
Education Pastor.  He was a recent graduate of Luther Seminary and had 
grown up in California.417  He accepted immediately and was installed on 
October 16 which appropriately was Youth and Laity Sunday at Bethel.418   

The building project was presented to the congregation at the 1984 Annual 
meeting.  Many of the questions from the congregation were answered at 
that time.  A special meeting to approve the plans was announced for 
March 4, 1984.419   

 
Rolf Torgerson-Bell 

That meeting was held to vote on the sale of the Parish house, proceeding with plans for the 1984 
Building Addition and Renovation, and financing the proposed Building Addition.  The 
presentation was made to show how the building program fits into the total mission of the 
church.  The proposal to build passed by one vote over the two-thirds majority of voters needed 
giving the Long-Range planning committee and the church council the go ahead to proceed with 
final plans.420  By early April a Building Gifts and Pledges task force had been formed to assure 
funding for the building project approved in March.421 

An account was then set up at First National Bank to hold money for the building project.  Pastor 
Bagaason, Loren Hansen, and Frank Ruhl were approved signers for any transactions through 
this account.  Training sessions were begun to prepare people for Every Member canvassing for 
the project and pledges for a three-year building program gift began to come in.422  The pledges 
from this fund drive amounted to less than half of the amount needed to build at that time.  At a 
Special Congregational meeting in July, the members attending voted to table the motion to build 
until the church finances were in a better condition.423  At the 1988 congregational meeting, this 
motion was brought back to the floor for consideration.  After discussion to clarify the issue and 
its ramifications for future plans, the motion was defeated.  This freed the building committee to 
consider the space needs of the congregation without being tied to old plans.424 

In order to build to the south of the church, the Parish House needed to be moved from its 
present site.  It was decided that the house should be sold to someone who would move it off the 
property.  The house was purchased by Charles and Sharon Silvernagel and was to be moved at 
their cost to another lot.425  They hoped to move the house off the property toward the south 
which the council approved providing they did not need to cut down any trees.426   
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Photo from Rochester Post Bulletin427 

It was not until early September that the amount 
owed by the Silvernagel’s for the parish house 
was paid.  They arranged to move the house off 
the church lot beginning September 17.428  
Because of the need for approvals from various 
levels of government and resolution of the issue 
of the weight of the house in moving over the 4th 
Street bridge, the Parish house was not finally 
moved until January 24, 1985.429  It was moved 
to their property at 3451 Hidden Hills NE and a 

significant addition to the house was erected.430  

After an investigation by the Hand Bell committee, they proposed ordering three octaves of bells 
from the Schulmerich Company in April 1985.  They wanted to order immediately to beat any 
price increase and to have the bells ready for fall services.  The plan was to start with an adult 
group and expand to Junior and Senior high school students later.  This plan was approved, and a 
Beacon article was planned to inform the congregation.431  The hand bells were dedicated on 
September 29, 1985.432 

Later in 1985, a concern with the worship schedule on Sunday mornings was expressed by both 
the Worship Committee and Adult Education.  The worship committee wanted to encourage 
family worship instead of children being sent to Sunday school while their parents worshipped in 
the sanctuary.  Adult Education was concerned with low attendance at the classes that were 
offered when parents went to worship while their children were in Sunday school.433 

A change in the Sunday schedule was proposed with worship and education at 8 A.M. and 11 
AM, worship only hour at 9 AM, and education only at 10 AM.  This would allow families to 
worship together and then children could attend Sunday school while their parents attended the 
adult education program.  After much discussion, the council approved this schedule for a one-
year trial.434  By October the Adult Education committee reported a notable increase in class 
attendance due to the new schedule.435  A special congregational meeting confirmed that the new 
schedule should continue to be used in the fall of 1986.436   

By November 1987, the Worship Committee noted that in spite of a very fine Adult Education 
program, attendance was not very good, and they recommended a return to the three service, 
three-hour program on Sunday mornings.437  The Adult Education Committee felt that there was 
still an increase over pre-1986 attendance and that their program had suffered from lack of 
pastoral support due to the resignation of Pastor Torgerson-Bell (see page 52).438 

Pastor Bagaason announced in June 1985 that he planned to retire on June 1, 1986.  In response 
to this announcement, the council formed a study committee to investigate the ministry needs of 
the congregation and to recommend qualifications for a replacement pastor.  Pastor Bagaason’s 
retirement decision was published in the July 22 issue of the Beacon.439  A call committee to find 
a new administrative pastor chaired by Jack Wiltsie was formed in January.  At that time Pastor 



51 

Bagaason stated that he would definitely retire by June 1 but was willing to retire earlier if a new 
pastor could start before June 1.440 

The annual meeting of the congregation was changed in 1986 from the usual evening meeting to 
Sunday afternoon with a lunch served at the church after the 11 A.M. service and the meeting 
immediately after the meal.441  It was hoped that more people would be able to attend at the new 
time.  This practice has continued to the present date with occasional modifications. 
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Chapter 5 Pastor John Braaten 1986 to 1996 
A July 20, 1986 special congregational meeting approved a letter of 
call be sent to Reverend John Braaten presently serving a 
congregation at Mayville, North Dakota.  He was a graduate of 
Luther College and Luther Seminary and was ordained in 1966.  At 
various times he was Youth Minister, Education Pastor, and 
Administrative Pastor in the congregations he has served.  Reverend 
Braaten and his wife Julie had three children, a daughter Heather age 
14, and two sons, Jay age 20 and Jeff age 21.442  In the interim 
between the retirement of Pastor Bagaason and the arrival of Pastor 
Braaten, Business Manager Loren Hansen carried out many of the  

 
John Braaten 

duties of the Administrative Pastor and Pastor Les Peterson of Stewartville served as Visitation 
Pastor on a part-time basis.443  Pastor Braaten’s first day as Bethel’s Pastor of Administration 
was September 16.  He was installed on October 5, 1986.444  As part of his move to Rochester, 
Pastor Braaten requested financial assistance from the congregation to purchase a house.  It was 
agreed that Bethel would offer a $28,000 loan secured by a lake cottage owned by the Braatens.  
The source of funding for this loan was a Bethel Special Account for House purchases, sales, and 
rentals.445 

In May 1986 Pastor Freidli and his wife, Ruth, planned to build a new house and requested that 
the congregation allow them to store their personal goods and live in the church owned house at 
807 4th Ave SE.  It was decided that they could use the house and garage for a monthly rental of 
$400 on a month-to-month basis until their new house was ready with the understanding that the 
Sunday school would need to use the main floor for four classrooms during September and 
October.  Pastor Freidli accepted the offer made by the Executive Committee.446 

Bethel member Van Bredeson was ordained at the 10 A.M. worship service at Bethel on 
September 28, 1986.  Mr. Bredeson had been supported by Bethel during his years at Luther 
Seminary.  He requested former pastor John Hinderlie to preach the sermon at his ordination.447 

Bethel received a letter from the Attorney for the Petrich estate regarding the sale of the house at 
801 4th Avenue SE.  The offer to sell contained the condition that the church only use the 
property as a parsonage or primary residence and that the property would revert to the estate 
heirs if used for other purposes.  An attorney, Roger Peterson, reviewed this restriction for the 
church council and recommended that the church not purchase the property with that limitation.  
He commented that the restriction could be tested in court after purchase but recommended that 
Bethel rather make an offer on the property without the restraint.  The property was later sold to 
another party with the restrictions removed.448 

At the 1987 annual meeting, the congregation voted to approve a resolution that the American 
Lutheran Church, the Lutheran Church in America, and the Association of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches merge to become the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  The 
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constitution of the ALC required that congregations vote on the proposed merger with each ALC 
member congregation having one vote to approve or disapprove the merger.  A no vote was not a 
vote to terminate membership in the ALC.  The yes vote from Bethel was sent to the central 
offices of the ALC to be counted with all the others.449  The ELCA officially came into existence 
on January 1, 1988.450 

At a special congregational meeting held March 15, 1987, the Bethel constitution article XII, 1 
(a) was changed so that the congregational president no longer needed to have previously served 
on the church council for at least one year.  Instead, the article was changed to require that the 
president have been a member of Bethel for at least two years and be an active participant in the 
life of Bethel.  Previous Church Council service was preferred.  Following the favorable vote on 
the constitutional change, Arnie Bigbee, who had not served on the church council, was elected 
congregational president.451 

Pastor Torgerson-Bell submitted his resignation letter to the Personnel Committee on August 4, 
1987.452  In his letter he expressed some disappointment with his dealings with Personnel in 
regard to salary and home ownership assistance which he did not feel was well enough defined in 
his letter of call.  He also expressed his joy at working with the youth and people of Bethel and 
promised to do all in his power to make the pastoral transition as fluid and easy as possible.  His 
last day of service at Bethel was October 20, but he had been on vacation or continuing 
education beginning September 8.453   

At about the same time both Barb Milburn and Pastor Deines resigned.  Farewell receptions were 
held for these three on successive Sundays beginning September 6.  Before they left, Pastor Rolf 
and Barb recommended that two half-time positions be created for an Education coordinator and 
a Youth coordinator.  The Personnel Committee began interviews immediately and offered the 
position of Education Coordinator to Jorgie Livingston.454  It was not until January 1989 that the 
part time Youth Director, Sue Langrens, was hired.  She shared an office with Jorgie.455 

By mid-September two call committees had been formed to call a Pastor of Youth Ministries and 
a Pastor of Growth Ministries for Bethel.  The call committee’s first task was to provide a job 
description for each position.456  Additionally, in response to some of Pastor Torgerson-Bell’s 
expressed disappointments a Housing Policy for Incoming Pastors was adopted, and the job 
descriptions of the pastors included approximate number of preaching assignments per year.457 

In November Loren Hansen resigned as Business Manager effective January 31, 1988.  This 
resignation raised a concern as this was the fourth staff member to resign in as many months.  It 
also raised the question of who was responsible for hiring and firing lay staff members.  The 
constitution could be interpreted to require congregational approval for such actions.  It was 
agreed that the Personnel Committee should bring all recommendations to the Council and that 
further discussion between parties was desirable.458 
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In October 1987, Pastor Robert Onkka was introduced to the council.  
He was a retired pastor having last served a congregation in 
Zumbrota.  Pastor Onkka was to be the Assisting Pastor during the 
interim until the new pastors could be called.459  His employment was 
continued on an ad hoc basis and he later took the position of part-
time Assisting Pastor.  His job was to help with visitation and also 
assist in any other area that was required.  He was known for his 
friendly and outgoing manner and his brief reports at Annual 
meetings, “I still like it here,” or alternately “I like it here even  

 
Robert Onkka 

better.”  
  

Gary and Mary Sue 
Dreier 

A special congregational meeting was called in January 1988 to 
approve the recommendation to call Gary and Mary Sue Dreier to 
share the position of Pastor of Growth Ministries at Bethel.  They 
currently were co-pastors at Highland Prairie and Elstad Lutheran 
churches in Peterson, Minnesota.  The motion to approve the call was 
passed unanimously by the congregation.460  The Dreiers began their 
ministry at Bethel on March 1, 1988, and were installed on March 20, 
1988.461 

After defeating the tabled motion regarding the building project 
proposed in 1984, the 1988 annual congregational meeting addressed  

what should be done next with respect to building expansion.  The motion was made to hire an 
architect with a cost up to $15,000 to again study the space needs of Bethel and propose plans to 
meet them.  There were many questions regarding the need for a new sanctuary, or just more 
space for education rooms, staff offices, and conference rooms.  There was also a concern 
regarding the affordability of a new building with the present congregational giving patterns and 
the need to keep the congregation informed of all steps along the way.  Following this 
discussion, the motion passed.462  After many meetings with the building committee, staff, and 
congregation the chosen architect, B E Architects presented a preliminary project cost estimate 
of $3,319,200.463  It was the opinion of the Building Committee that Bethel could raise about 
$2,500,000 for a building project.  A meeting was planned for Bethel committees, staff, and the 
council to explain the new design and discuss options.464 

By the 1989 Annual meeting many of the staff members, pastor and lay alike, commented that 
the lack of space was inhibiting the ability of the church to fully carry out its mission.  Arnie 
Bigbee, the congregational president stated the need clearly, “Our congregation has over 4,300 
members making it the 17th largest in the ELCA.  It is time to build a facility to enable us to 
carry out our mission in Rochester.”  The building committee was given approval to proceed 
with the plans previously presented as well as employing the services of Lutheran Laity 
Movement to assist in the fund-raising program.465  When the total pledges plus the amount 
already in the building fund totaled $1,321,574.96, the building committee was instructed to 
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study alternatives that would partially finish the structure which could then be completed when 
more funds were available.466   

This changed in 1990 when a special congregational meeting in May gave the go ahead for the 
complete project and the purchase of the Gile property on 4th Avenue which was needed to 
provide the space for the development.467  When there were problems obtaining the financing for 
the building, the congregation voted to rescind the previous approval and complete the project in 
two phases, the first to include a narthex, office space, and more class room space followed by 
phase two to build the new sanctuary.  Finally, at a May 1991 special congregational meeting, 
additional funds were voted to complete phase 1 of the proposed addition.468  The new addition 
was ready for occupation and was dedicated on September 8, 1991.469  The new structure 
significantly improved handicapped access to Bethel by providing a ramped entry to the narthex 
and the installation of an elevator to move between floors.470  Bethel was certified as 
handicapped accessible by September 1992.471 

 
Sketch of 1991 Addition on the cover of the 125-year history 

Since the Gile property space at 825 4th Avenue SE would not be needed until phase 2 of the 
building project, it was decided to use it as rental property in the meantime.  The first rental was 
for temporary housing to a Laotian family who paid a nominal rent.472  The Social Missions 
committee was authorized to use several of the houses on the block owned by Bethel for refugee 
housing.  The remaining Bethel owned houses were rented at market rate. 



56 

 

The figure at the left shows the church owned houses 
on the Bethel block as well as those with which the 
church had an option as first buyer in 1990.   

In July 1992, Gladys Jensen offered her house at 829 4th 
Avenue SE to Bethel.  The purchase of this property 
was accepted by the congregation in September 
1992.473  This property purchase continued the Bethel 
process of acquiring property on the same block as the 
church to allow future expansion when the 
congregation decided it was necessary.474   

At the annual meeting in 1994 the congregation 
approved the purchase of the Bruce property at 865 3rd 
Avenue SE to further enhance the expansion 
capabilities of the church parking needs.475  In January 
1994 the back half of the land on 3rd Avenue across the 
street from the church was sold to the city of Rochester 
for $200,000.476   

Bethel Block in 1990 
* Bethel Owned 
R Rental     SM Social Missions 
   Bethel has first option to Buy 
After a long search by the call committee, Mark Granquist was chosen as 
Bethel’s Pastor of Youth Ministries.  He was a graduate of St. Olaf 
College and Yale Divinity School and was a candidate for Ph. D. from 
the University of Chicago Divinity School.  He was currently interim 
worker at All Saints Lutheran Church in Minnetonka, Minnesota.  He 
was not yet ordained as he had not received his first call.  He began 
working at Bethel informally on August 1, 1988.  Reverend Granquist 
was ordained on August 28 at his father’s church, Messiah Lutheran 
Church in Minneapolis.477  A welcome reception was held for Pastor  

 
Mark Granquist 

Granquist on September 18, 1988, when he was installed as a Bethel pastor.478 

For many years, the personnel committee consisted of the council chair and vice chair, the 
congregation president, secretary, treasurer, and the administrative pastor.  As the staff grew and 
the congregation officers had many other responsibilities, the personnel aspect of their function 
was not adequately performed.  In late 1991 the executive committee proposed that the by-laws 
be changed to form a separate Personnel committee consisting of six lay members and the 
administrative pastor.  The lay members were to be elected for three-year terms at the annual 
meetings.479  The church council approved this proposal at their November 17, 1991, meeting.  It 
was approved by the congregation at the 1992 annual meeting along with other constitutional 
changes.  The first personnel committee was elected at the same meeting with staggered terms to 
avoid complete turnover of the committee at one election.  Two people were elected for a one-
year term, two for a two-year term and two for a three-year term.480  Thereafter, two people 
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would be elected yearly for a three-year term.  This committee was to elect a chairperson to serve 
as their council representative. 

After some years without a parish administrator, the executive committee formulated a job 
description in preparation for interviewing and hiring a person to fill this position.481  The 
desired qualifications included administrative experience, an awareness of the dynamics 
involved in volunteer activities, and especially, the ability to work with people.482  After a review 
of applicants to the position and interview with several, the personnel committee offered the job 
to Chris Zabel.  He accepted the position and his first day on the job was July 20, 1992.483   

For some time prior to 1992, the interpreter for the deaf position was paid for by special 
donations for that purpose.  At the budget meeting to prepare for the 1992 annual meeting, a paid 
position was added so the interpreter would not depend on donations for continued operation.484  
With the acceptance of the budget as presented, the interpreter for the deaf became a funded 
position.485  Services for the interpreter above and beyond the regular worship service were still 
paid from the special fund.486 

Effective June 8, 1992, Pastors Gary and Mary Sue Dreier resigned their call to Bethel.  In their 
letter of resignation, they said they planned to take some time out for reflection before taking 
another call.487  The Dreiers later worked to form a mission congregation, which became the 
People of Hope congregation now located on west side of Rochester.488  At the June 16 council 
meeting a call committee to find a new pastor whose title was to be Pastor of Education and 
Evangelism was approved.  The job description for this position was approved by the council at 
their April 20, 1993 meeting.  Randy Olson was hired as an interim pastor to fill this position 
until a permanent call could be made. 

Pastor Mark Granquist was awarded his Ph. D. in 1992 and resigned his call at Bethel in 
September of that year to accept a teaching position at St Olaf College, his alma mater.   He 
joined the faculty of Luther Seminary as Professor of the History of Christianity in 2007.489 

At the annual meeting in 1993 the Bethel Foundation Board of Trustees was made a part of the 
Bethel constitution responsible for the management of endowment funds.  They first met March 
11, 1993, as a subcommittee of the Executive committee with the plan that they become a 
permanent committee once the constitutional changes were ratified in 1994.  Initially the 
members were elected for a one-year term.490  For more information on the Endowment Fund, 
see Appendix 8 below. 
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Linda Helberg 

A letter of call to Reverend Linda Helberg was approved in April 1993.  
Pastor Helberg graduated from Luther Seminary in 1981.  She served 
Holy Ghost Lutheran Church in Fredericksburg, Texas until 1988 when 
she was employed by the ELCA in Region IV as Deployed staff for the 
Ministry and Conference of Bishops.  Since 1990 she had been Senior 
Pastor of Lutheran Church of our Redeemer in Watertown, South 
Dakota.491 

Pastor Helberg began service to Bethel on May 26, 1993 and was 
installed on June 13, 1993.  She was instrumental in organizing later  

Bethel mission trips to Mexico and Tanzania.  One outcome of her mission trips was an ongoing 
relationship between Bethel and Denny and Paula Loftstrom who formed International Health 
Partners and were active in developing medical treatment facilities in Tanzania.  Their latest 
project is a pediatric care facility at Zinga, Tanzania.  In the ensuing years, the Lofstroms 
frequently visited Bethel on their yearly fund-raising trips to the United States.  An indication of 
the respect that the people she met in Tanzania had for Pastor Linda was a young couple who 
named their child after her – in Tanzania there is now a young man named Helberg who she met 
in 2007.492  In 2013 Cristo Rey Lutheran congregation in Puerto Rico was added to the list of 
congregations supported by Bethel.493 

In October 1993, Community Food Response (CFR), an organization that collects and distributes 
prepared but unserved food from retail establishments, schools, and other organizations began 
using Bethel as their distribution point for three days per week.  In their first three days, they 
served 270 meals.494  In their first year of operation, the organization served 37,164 meals with 
about 80 people picking up meals for about 360 people each distribution day.495  Pastor Linda 
Helberg served on the CFR board in 1995.  Community Food Response used the Bethel 
basement kitchen area to distribute food and owned several freezers to store food in which were 
kept in another part of the basement.  Bethel provided the space and paid the electrical bill for 
the freezers while Community Food Response organized the volunteers that collected and 
distributed the food.  By May 1997, the CFR program was distributing 300 meals each night they 
served and had a total distribution of about two tons of food a month.496 

When the Covid-19 outbreak forced Bethel to close prevent further spread of the disease 
Community Food Response had to stop providing meals to the people that depended on them.  
By November 2021 that organization had found another distribution location and began 
providing meals from their location at 120 1st St NE in Rochester.497 

An undated memo from the newly formed Personnel committee to the council reported that staff 
performance evaluation procedures were in place.  The evaluations of lay staff members were to 
be given by their immediate supervisors while pastoral evaluations were made by the 
administrative pastor.  The job performance evaluation of the administrative pastor was done by 
the Personnel Committee.  They also reported that there were some concerns regarding the 
administrative performance of Pastor Braaten.  The follow up regarding those concerns was not 
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recorded in the Personnel committee minutes as they were considered confidential.498  During 
1994, the committee evaluated lay and pastoral staff based on their job descriptions and in 
consultation with the staff members, they reevaluated the job descriptions to assure accuracy for 
later evaluations.   

At the May council meeting, Pastor Braaten announced that the Personnel Committee had asked 
him to look for another call.  At that meeting the Personnel Committee representative stated that 
they had no major concerns regarding Pastor Braaten’s ability to carry out his responsibilities in 
the areas of preaching, teaching, and counselling.  The only concern was his administrative 
abilities.499  The next clear indication of Personnel Committee action was at a special council 
meeting September 7, 1994, with Bishop Nyckelmoe as a guest, when the council approved their 
recommendation to request the immediate resignation of Pastor Braaten, “so that Bethel may 
progress and better meet the needs of its’ members.”500 

After sending out resumes to several congregations, Pastor Braaten received a call from Victory 
Lutheran Church in Mesa, Arizona, and sent his resignation letter to Bethel.  His last day at 
Bethel was November 27, 1994, when a reception was held for him and his family between 
services.501  In part because of the desire to keep personnel information confidential, there were 
many questions both from parishioners and council members regarding Pastor Braaten’s new call 
and his departure from Bethel.  The executive committee expressed the desire for a better means 
of communications from the personnel committee to all concerned as they carry out their 
responsibilities to the church.502  The conflict between transparency and the need for 
confidentiality in personnel matters sometimes makes it difficult to meet this concern. 

The 125th Anniversary of the Bethel congregation was celebrated in June 1994.  June 5 was 
Senior citizens recognition Sunday and former Pastor Tungseth and his wife, Barbara, were 
guests at the morning services and a later reception in the narthex.  June 12 was Younger 
generation emphasis Sunday and former Pastor Bagaason and his wife, Marion, were guests.  
The main Sunday of celebration was on June 19.  On that day, the present Bethel pastors were 
honored and Bishop Nycklemoe and his wife, Ann, were guests of the congregation.   A special 
offering taken that day was divided between the sister church in Tanzania and the Synod Disaster 
Relief.503 

In 1994 the Mayo Clinic Park and Ride program began to use the Bethel parking lot on 3rd 
Avenue as a park and pick up point.  This program paid for the use of Bethel parking during the 
week.  The program was continued through 1995 with a payment of $450 per month to Bethel.504  
This program continued through 2012 or 2013 when the Olmsted Medical Group began to use 
the parking lot during the week.505 

In December 1994, the council approved a contract with Bethany Samaritan to use Bethel 
facilities for an adult day care program.  This program would use half of the nursery space from 
7 A.M. to 7 P.M. Monday through Saturday.  The program started February 1, 1995 paying a 
rent of $600 per month.  Bethany Samaritan agreed to pay for any facility changes needed for 
this program to use Bethel space.506   
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The Personnel Committee interviewed three pastors recommended by the Synod Bishop and 
chose to offer the interim pastor position to Pastor Lynn Zafke.  He began his service to Bethel 
January 1, 1995 and continued until a new administrative pastor was called.507 

In preparation for the Call Committee, it was decided to define the new pastor’s position as 
Executive Pastor rather than Administrative Pastor since that title better fit the job description.  A 
call committee was formed in January 1995 to begin the process of calling a new Executive 
Pastor.508  By May 1995 the job description for the Executive Pastor was completed and 
approved by the council and Personnel Committee.  In addition, updated job descriptions for 
Pastor Freidli, the Pastor Counselling and Adult Ministries and Pastor Helberg, Visitation and 
Pastor of Youth Ministries and Outreach were prepared.509 

Pastor Freidli submitted his letter of resignation from Bethel effective with his retirement May 1, 
1996.  At that time, he had served as a Bethel pastor for 18 years.  After his retirement, Pastor 
Freidli continued to live in Rochester and has remained a Bethel member. 
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Chapter 6 Pastor Norman Wahl 1996 to 2020  
At a special congregational meeting on April 14, 1996, Bethel members 
approved a letter of call to Reverend Norman Wahl.510  Pastor Wahl was a 
graduate of Augsburg College and Luther Seminary and was ordained in 
1979.  Before coming to Bethel, he served as pastor of a parish in St. 
Charles, Minnesota.  At the time of his call, Pastor Wahl was finishing his 
Doctorate of Ministry dissertation.  He defended his dissertation on 
October 17, 1996 and was awarded his Doctor of Ministry from Luther 
Seminary at the June 1997 graduation.511  

Norman Wahl 
At the time he came to Bethel, Pastor Wahl’s wife, Kathy, taught first grade in St. Charles.  She 
continued teaching there until her retirement at the end of the 2018-2019 school year.  Their son, 
Chris, was in college at the time of their move so did not spend much time in Rochester.  Their 
daughter, Kari, was in high school and continued to attend St. Charles schools until graduation.  
Their younger son, Tim, attended Rochester schools after 5th grade.  Pastor Wahl, Kathy, and 
Kari all sing in the choir and special music groups and have made a significant contribution to 
the Bethel music program. 

After Pastor Wahl began his ministry at Bethel, he got to know church leaders by person-to-
person interviews and learned the church procedures by attending council and other committee 
meetings.  He and Pastor Helberg met to discuss job descriptions and their relative strengths to 
identify the main elements of their roles in the church.  This activity also allowed them to 
recommend elements of the third pastor’s job description as the call committee began their 
task.512   

At a September 8, 1996, special congregational meeting, the purchase of the property at 865 4th 
Avenue SE was approved.  This property was expected to generate enough rental income to pay 
the cost of the loan needed for purchase as well as provide additional funds to the 
congregation.513  The council authorized borrowing $40,000 to complete the purchase of the 
property.514 

 
Julie Rogness 

A call committee for Pastor of Educational and Youth Ministries was 
approved at the September 1996 Council meeting.515  At a special 
congregational meeting on March 23, 1997, a call to Reverend Julie 
Rogness was approved.  Pastor Rogness was a recent graduate of Luther 
Seminary and was ordained with over twenty Bethel members in 
attendance.  She accepted the call and her first day at Bethel was May 1, 
1997.516  She was installed as a Bethel Pastor by Reverend Marilyn 
Hanson on May 11, 1997.  At the May graduation at Luther Seminary, she 
received her Master of Divinity degree. 

A search for a Bethel Music Director began early in 1997 and the job description for the position 
was approved by the Council at their April meeting.517  In addition to planning the musical 
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program of the church and coordinating the choice of music with the pastors, the job description 
included to initiate, direct and/or arrange for the direction of the various Bethel musical groups.  
There was some concern among interested people when the paid choir directors were removed 
from the budget, but the council, the personnel committee, and the pastors felt a full-time music 
director was needed and that person would direct the choirs.518  A special congregational 
meeting was called on June 8, 1997 by petition of congregational members.  The proposal at this 
meeting was to reinstate the choir directors that were eliminated in the plan to hire a Music 
Director for the church.  After much discussion pro and con, the congregation voted to defeat the 
motion.519 

Interviews were held with selected candidates during June.520  John Sall was hired as the new 
Music Director and met with the church council at their August meeting.521  He was welcomed 
by the Worship committee when they met in September.522  John resigned his position at Bethel 
in September 2001 to take a new job in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.523 

One of the unusual things outside observers noted about Bethel was the dual executive 
arrangement in governing the congregation.  The combination of a council chair, who was 
responsible to the council and presided at their meetings, and a congregational president, who 
represented the congregation and presided at congregational meetings was not a normal 
congregational organization.  Depending on the personalities of the people involved that could 
lead to conflict among the church leaders.524  This structure was a carryover from Pastor 
Hansen’s 1959 recommendation that a lay president rather than the pastor preside at 
congregational meetings and the 1964 formation of the Church Council from the combination of 
the Board of Trustees and the Board of Deacons.  These boards had elected their own presiding 
officers and that tradition was continued when the Church Council was formed. 

In February 1997 the council appointed an ad hoc committee to study, and if desirable to 
reorganize Bethel’s committee and governance structure.525  They began their job by studying 
the governing structures of other churches.526  To further clarify their task, they asked the council 
to consider the needs of Bethel for the next 10 to 15 years.527  The ad hoc committee report dated 
March 15, 1998 was presented to the council at their May meeting.528  Council discussion began 
in June with a smaller group appointed to further discuss the recommendations of the ad hoc 
committee.529  The small group recommended the following constitutional changes  

1. Eliminate the council chairperson and make the elected congregational president the 
chair of the council.  It also called for the election of a congregational vice president.  
Both of these officers were to hold the same position on the church council. 

2. Make the Executive pastor a member of the council with voice and vote and the other 
pastors, members without vote. 

3. Establish four ministry boards with council representation to whom the various 
committees (later called teams) of the church reported. 



63 

Some of the benefits of the proposed changes were the elimination of the dual leadership 
structure and making the church council smaller and potentially more efficient.530  The 
constitutional and by law revisions to make this change were approved at the January 31, 1999 
annual meeting and were ratified at the annual meeting on January 30, 2000.531   

In early 1998 the owners of homes at 855 and 849 
4th Avenue were interested in selling their property 
to Bethel.  At that time, the council also asked 
Chris Zabel to approach the owners of the two 
houses on 9th Street not owned by Bethel to see if 
they might be interested in selling in the near term.  
The reason for this request was that the council was 
planning to refinance the church loan and a single 
refinancing would save money in the long term.532 

In May 1998, the congregation approved the 
purchase of the two remaining houses on 9th Street 
and the house at 855 4th Avenue SE.  The total 
purchase price of these properties was $199,500.  In 
addition, the officers of the congregation were 
authorized to increase the mortgage on church 
properties up to $900,000.533  The figure on the 
right shows the dates the congregation authorized 
the purchase of the various remaining properties on 
the block.  In October the purchase of the houses at 
837 and 841 4th Avenue SE was authorized for a 
total price of $170,000 and additionally refinancing 

 
Bethel Block in 2003 

the mortgage up to $1,060,000 was approved.534   

After some time considering the matter, the last two owners on 4th Avenue agreed to sell for a 
total of $251,000. This purchase was approved at a special meeting of the congregation on 
August 8, 1999, along with approval to negotiate a 10-year mortgage loan of up to $1,155,000 to 
refinance the church properties.  These purchases completed Bethel’s acquisition of all of the 
properties on the church block except the house at 801 4th Avenue SE which was not required for 
any long-term building plans.535  Until those plans were in place, the purchased properties would 
be used as rental property for income, or for the use of the Social Missions committee for refugee 
or other needed housing.  See Appendix 7 for a review of Bethel property purchases that 
ultimately allowed the building of the present sanctuary with adequate parking. 

In February 1999 Pastor Wahl was contacted by Luther Seminary regarding the possibility of an 
internship position at Bethel.  The cost to Bethel would be about $15,000 a year to support an 
intern during 1999 and 2000 school year.  The intern being considered was Ramie Bakken whose 
husband was Pastor/Developer of Peace Lutheran church in Eyota.  After some discussion, the 
council decided that Bethel should accept an intern if the pastoral staff was willing to take on the 
extra teaching involved and the money for the position could be found.536 
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Intern Ramie Bakken 

The internship application was accepted by Luther 
Seminary and Ramie Bakken started her internship on 
September 1, 1999.537  During her year at Bethel she 
needed to experience the preaching, worship, teaching, 
visitation and counselling, and the administrative aspects 
of a large congregation pastoral experience.  As a 
required special project in an area not presently carried 
out by the congregation, she chose a ministry to inactive  

members.538  At that time the Bethel inactive members list had 141 people on it which gave her a 
large group to contact.539  Ramie Bakken ended her Bethel internship on August 30, 2000, to 
return to Luther Seminary.540  She was ordained at Bethel on July 13, 2003.541 

At the 2000 annual meeting it was reported that Bethel had applied for another intern for the 
2000-2001 school year.542  In August, intern Marie Anderson began her year at Bethel.543  Her 
internship was greatly appreciated during Pastor Wahl’s sabbatical and in the interim finding a 
new candidate to replace Pastor Rogness (see page 64).  The Bethel intern for the 2002-2003 
school year was Mary Strom.  Her initial project was to work with the bible study and 
confirmation classes.544  Sirianna Stromen Campbell was the Bethel intern for 2003-2004.  She 
began her internship on September 1, 2003.545  Her initial projects were in the areas of family, 
youth, and drama.546  She left in September 2004 to complete her seminary training.  Siri was 
ordained on December 3, 2005 at Mount Carmel in Minneapolis and began her ministry at 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Rochester.547 

During 1999, Pastor Helberg travelled to Tanzania as part of a synod group including Bishop 
Nycklemoe for a work trip and to gather information regarding the church in that country.548  
From January to March 2000 Pastor Helberg and Bethel member Kathy Bolin taught at the 
Kiomboi Bible Institute in Tanzania.  Pastor Helberg taught English, Church History and 
Genesis while Kathy Bolin helped theological students with their English.549  A commissioning 
service was held for them on January 2, 2000.550 

In August 1999, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America adopted An Agreement of Full 
Communion - Called to Common Mission - A Lutheran Proposal for a Revision of the Concordat 
of Agreement that defined the relationship with the Episcopal Church.551  Pastor Wahl attended 
the Called to Common Mission celebration in Washington DC in January 2001.552  In the 
ensuing years he regularly attended the Lutheran Episcopal Coordinating group meetings in 
locations around the country. 

Planning for a new sanctuary began in October 1999 with a special meeting of various Bethel 
leadership groups with church architect and building consultant Darrell LeBaron from Station 19 
Architects of Minneapolis.553  At the 2000 annual meeting, the property long range task force 
reported the need for more sanctuary space after consultation with the various affected 
committees at Bethel.554  In their June 20, 2000 report, the architects recommended that Bethel 
build a new 1000 seat sanctuary on the present property, convert the existing sanctuary into a 
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fellowship hall/multiuse facility, and remodel the existing building for greater efficiencies.  The 
sketch attached to their report is essentially the existing Bethel space plan.555 

The architect’s report was discussed at the July Council meeting.  The Sanctuary Task Force felt 
that now was a good time for Bethel to build as the church had adequate staff, real estate, and 
giving potential to support the project in the present economic environment.556  Two forums 
were held on November 19 where Roger Toulouse, a task force member, answered questions 
from congregation members who attended.557 

By April 2001, the Bethel Facilities task force had been organized to further study Bethel’s space 
needs.558  During the fall they met with several different focus groups to determine the opinion 
of Bethel people regarding the sanctuary addition.  In March 2002, a special congregational 
meeting approved spending $75,000 on plans and studies to provide the congregation with 
information regarding possible structural improvements.559 

With the resignation of John Sall as Bethel Music Director in September 2001, a search team to 
find a new music director was formed.  By the December 31, 2001, closing date for applications, 
twelve applications had arrived.560  Jonathon Stromen Campbell accepted the music director 
position and arranged to start on June 1, 2002.  He received a BA from Luther College in 
Decorah, Iowa in 1998 and completed a Master of Sacred Music degree from Luther Seminary in 
2002.  At Luther he studied choral conducting and church music.561  Jon was an active 
participant in the search for an appropriate organ for the new sanctuary spending many hours 
studying options.  He resigned as Bethel Minister of Music in July 2006, his last day at Bethel 
was September 24, 2006.  He took a music director position at Mount Olive Lutheran Church on 
a part time basis.562  This was a natural move for him as his wife Siri was a pastor at Mount 
Olive. 

In January 2002 Pastor Julie Rogness announced her resignation from Bethel to accept a position 
at St. James Lutheran in Burnsville, MN.  Her last Sunday at Bethel was January 27.  A call 
committee was formed with the goal of having a candidate in place by June 1.563   

Paul Hauschild 

A letter of call to Paul Hauschild as Pastor of Educational and Youth 
Ministries was approved at a special congregational meeting in May 
2002.564  He began his ministry at Bethel in August 2002.  Pastor 
Hauschild graduated from Concordia College in 1988 and Luther 
Seminary in 1992.  He was ordained that same year.  Before coming 
to Bethel, he served Evanger Lutheran, a rural church near Sergeant, 
Minnesota.  Pastor Hauschild is the second Bethel pastor who has 
served as a military chaplain.  He received an honorary discharge 
from the army reserve in December 2003.565  Pastor Paul stayed at 

Bethel for six years.  He resigned in September 2008 to become lead pastor at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Hayfield, Minnesota.  His last day at Bethel was October 8, 2008.566  One of his 
passions was drama so he regularly participated in Bethel drama events and continued to return 
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regularly to Rochester to participate in the Lenten drama productions after his move to 
Hayfield.567   

In 2003, Bethel was the only church in Minnesota to apply for a Total Quality Management 
(TQM) award.  The Minnesota Quality award team completed its judging in March and Bethel 
was presented their Silver award.568  The TQM award team’s executive summary is found in the 
May 2003 Council packet. 

In late 2003 Bethel held sessions for interested members to discuss the ELCA homosexuality 
study.  The sessions went well with the attendees not necessarily agreeing but keeping the 
discussion respectful.569  This study was preparation for the ELCA General Assembly in 2005 
which addressed the issue.   

In preparation for the possible construction of the new sanctuary, the properties team proposed 
demolition of the three houses on 9th Street in order to expand the parking lot.  Two of these 
houses had structural problems and were not worth repairing.  One could be used as a rental, but 
the team recommended razing it to gain the parking space.570  It was agreed not to take any 
action on this project until after the congregational vote to approve the new sanctuary.571  By 
October 2003 the expansion project had been approved and was about to begin and four of 
Bethel’s houses on 4th Avenue were removed.  Two of them were demolished and two were 
moved off the property.  In addition to the new narthex and sanctuary, a 24 by 24-foot 
maintenance garage was planned for the parking lot.  The labor to build the garage was provided 
by the Men’s Ministry team.572 

A special congregational meeting in November 2002 approved a resolution to employ Resource 
Services, Inc. of Dallas, Texas to conduct a capital fundraising campaign to raise money for the 
new sanctuary.  Two percent of the money raised would be used for mission programs to be 
determined by the Social Missions team.  The fund-raising campaign was called Growing God’s 
House.573  See Appendix 10 for a summary of some of the many activities of the Social Missions 
team. 

At a June 2003 special congregational meeting the members authorized borrowing up to $5.7 
million dollars from Thrivent, the amount needed to complete the new building.  Thrivent 
requested a change to the resolution to note that the interest rate would be established only at the 
time Bethel occupied the new building.  This change was approved at the 2004 annual 
meeting.574 

From time to time, it was found that various activities related to the new sanctuary were not 
funded.  In many cases the need was presented to the congregation and donations arrived to fill 
it.  That was the case with moving the stained-glass windows from the old sanctuary to the 
windows in the new narthex.  Once the need was revealed, donations to cover the cost were in 
hand in four days.575  In like manner, the altar, pulpit, and lectern for the new sanctuary were 
purchased by member donations.  The first service was held in the new sanctuary on November 
21 and the dedication ceremony was November 28, 2004.576  The cornerstone of the new 
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building was laid April 16, 2005.577  Appendix 3 shows that the new sanctuary increased the 
average weekly attendance by about 90 members per week over the next three years.   

The Epiphany service on January 6, 2005 was held in the new chapel constructed in the west end 
of the former narthex.  A part of the remainder of the narthex formed a commons area in front of 
the church offices and the rest was part of the Bethel main street which led from the new 
sanctuary and narthex through the former building to the new fellowship hall now named Bethel 
hall.  At the December council meeting, Pastor Helberg reported that the pews from the former 
sanctuary were at their destination in Saltillo, Mexico, having been transported to the border by 
Bethel member Steve Yaggy. 578 

Once the building was in use, one of the issues faced by the Properties team was temperature 
control in the various spaces within the building.  In order to reduce costs, unoccupied spaces 
should be allowed to vary in temperature beyond the personal comfort range but kept within 
limits, so facilities were not damaged.  In addition, they needed to be in the personal comfort 
range when occupied.  This balancing took time and effort on the part of Properties.   

 
View of Entrance, Nave, and Sanctuary of 2004 Addition 

While the initial intent of the sanctuary project was to include an appropriate organ, it was 
decided that the time factor to build a new organ and the wide range of costs meant it could not 
be included in the original sanctuary construction and required more study.  A resolution to 
support this study was passed at the 2004 annual meeting.579  In July 2004 the organ from the 
former sanctuary was purchased by First Lutheran of Lake City, Minnesota with the agreement 
that Bethel could keep using it until November.580 

After an initial investigation, the Organ Team recommended the purchase of a Letourneau organ 
which was estimated to cost $1.3 Million.  Purchase was conditional on a successful funding 
campaign.  Fund raising during the spring and summer of 2005 resulted in $250,000 in pledges 
which were not enough to order the organ.581  The Organ Team recommended the purchase of a 
smaller pipe organ for temporary use until the funding was available for the larger one.  A 
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special congregational meeting in September 2005 approved the purchase of a temporary organ 
for a price not to exceed $50,000 with an additional transportation and installation cost not to 
exceed $10,000.582  In October Bethel’s offer of $40,000 for a Van Dahlen Organ was accepted.  
It was installed by early November 2005.583 

Mission trips to both Tanzania and Mexico were a regular occurrence with Pastor Linda Helberg 
usually leading the Bethel group on the trip.  Both winter and summer trips to Rio Bravo or 
Saltillo, Mexico, were made on a yearly basis.  At the 2003 annual meeting Pastor Helberg 
reported the upcoming February 2004 visit would be the tenth trip that Bethel people had made 
to Mexico.584  The Bible school activity led by Bethel members in Mexico resulted in 27 families 
joining churches there in 2005.585  In addition to missions outside the Bethel area, there was 
concern for local people who were served through Community Food Response, Meals on 
Wheels, Channel One and many other local opportunities for service. 

In the fall of 2004, Augsburg College began to use Bethel facilities for a Rochester program with 
most of their students being Mayo employees working on degree programs.  As part of their 
contract, Augsburg agreed to pay the cost of refitting rooms for their purposes with the 
expectation that some classrooms would continue to be used by the Sunday school on Sunday 
morning.  Their contract called for a yearly rental of about $30,000.586  With an expansion of 
their use of Bethel facilities, Augsburg paid a bit more than $80,000 per year rental.587  In 2005, 
Augsburg needed more space and made use of the new chapel.  To accommodate their needs, 
new chairs were purchased by Augsburg and the Properties team made some facilities 
adjustments.588  This association with Augsburg continued the connection that goes back at least 
to March 25, 1875 when a collection was taken for Augsburg and sent to Professor Sven 
Oftedal.589  In addition to an institutional connection, Pastor Wahl served on the Augsburg Board 
of Regents from 2007 until 2019.590 

 
The Bell Tower Courtyard 

In early 2005, Pastor Wahl noticed an article in the 
Lutheran Magazine about a church in Boston that was 
disbanding and had items that would be given to 
churches that could use them.  He sent an application 
describing the use Bethel had for a bell and in July 2005 
reported that he had won a bell.  The Bethel bell fund had 
sufficient funds to pay the shipping costs to Rochester.   

A study of possible designs and costs of a bell tower on 
the west lawn started in November 2006.  The initial 
design by Station 19 architects cost too much so a more 

modest design plan was requested.  In the meantime, the bell was displayed in the new entry 
along with bell tower plans when they were developed.591   

A set of quotes from 2010 indicates that the bell tower was constructed in that year and finished 
by Labor Day.  Architectural drawings dated July 15, 2010 show the structure of 19 feet 7 inches 
at the top with a 3-foot 4-inch cross above it.592  Bethel member Larry Vomhof donated his time 
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to construct the base for the tower and the tower itself was completed in 2010 at an approximate 
cost of $40,000.593  A line attached to the bell clapper going down the inside of a tower leg 
allows the bell to be rung when desired.  In 2019 the bell was only rung for funerals.  A speaker 
for an electronic carillon is attached to the tower and allows bell music to be played at 
appropriate times. 

The bell itself is inscribed in Latin, “AD HONOREM DEI ET BEATE MARIÆ VIRGINUS,” 
with a second line, “OPUS JOAN BAPT JUSTINIANI FULG A D MDCCCXXXXXVII “.  The 
translation as best I can determine is “To honor God and the blessed Virgin Mary, the work of 
Joan Baptiste Justinian (cast/struck?) AD 1857.” 

Once the initial construction of the new sanctuary was complete, the loan payments needed to be 
made each month.  That required a second fund raising campaign, called Growing God’s House 
II, to assure the sufficient funds were available to make payments.  The goal of the campaign 
was to raise $1,300,000 over a 3-year period to cover the difference between the previous loan 
payments and the new ones.  After the three years it was anticipated that the payments would be 
picked up by the yearly budget.  Grant Winfrey agreed to lead the campaign which was 
successful and exceeded its goal.594  The total three-year commitment by 681 Bethel giving units 
was $1,571,839.595 

With the resignation of Music Director Jon Stromen Campbell in July 2006, a search team was 
formed to find a new Minister of Music.596  In the interim, Gary Thorn directed all of the Bethel 
choir groups.597  The search team met for several months and interviewed applicants for the 
position.  By November, Dr. Gary Thorn was chosen as Bethel’s new Minister of Music. 

Gary grew up in Dodge Center.  His interest in music developed early as he had directed church 
choirs at Faith Lutheran in Dodge Center since 9th grade.  He received a bachelor’s degree in 
music education from St. Cloud State.  He then moved on to Mankato for a master’s degree and 
finally a Doctor of Musical Arts in conducting from the University of Minnesota.  After 
graduation he directed various church music groups at St Johns in Owatonna and St Johns in 
Kasson in addition to teaching instrumental and choral music first at Dodge Center High School, 
then Stewartville and finally Kingsland schools before he came to Bethel.598  He was installed as 
Bethel’s Minister of Music on December 10, 2006.599 

In late 2006, a new ELCA hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, was issued and reviewed by 
Bethel pastors and members. Several hymnals were purchased and placed in the narthex for 
members to review and leave written comments if they so desired.  There were only ten 
comments submitted, four positive and six negative.  The main concern was the change to the 
Psalms from the previous masculine to more gender-neutral language.  The Worship and Music 
team recommended that Bethel order the new hymnals and the council supported that action with 
one member in opposition.  750 hymnals were ordered for use by the congregation.600 
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During 2007 there was a new effort to find an appropriate and affordable organ for the new 
sanctuary.  After investigating several new and used options, The Organ team proposed that 
Bethel purchase a used Wicks organ at a cost of $399,967 installed.   

This organ was built in 1964 and had been used by the 
Wicks company as a demo model being kept in a 
climate-controlled space and in impeccable condition.  
The organ came with a 10-year warranty.  A special 
congregational meeting on November 4, 2007, 
approved the purchase of the Wicks Pipe Organ 
contingent on receiving approximately $400,000 in 
funds or commitments to be paid on or before 
September 1, 2008 and that the purchase then be 
approved at the 2008 annual meeting.  They also 
approved the marketing of the present Van Dahlen 

 
The Wicks Pipe Organ at Bethel 

organ which was later sold for $50,000 to Holy Cross church in North Carolina.601  By the 2008 
annual meeting sufficient finds had been received and the purchase was approved. 

The organ was initially expected to be ready by Rally day in September, but there were several 
delays.  When the Van Dahlen organ was sold in November and the new one was still not 
delivered, the Wicks Company loaned Bethel an electronic organ to use for Advent and 
Christmas.602  The organ finally arrived for installation on January 5, 2009.  The construction of 
the supporting structure and the placement of 4850 pipes took some time and a great deal of 
careful installation.  Bethel members volunteered to help carry the organ parts into the sanctuary 
and under the watchful eye of Wicks employees provided labor to assemble parts of the organ.  
The installation was complete by early February with only a few minor problems yet to 
address.603  The organ was dedicated at all services on May 16 and 17.  A dedicatory recital was 
held later on May 17.604  A video of the organ assembly in fast time can be found at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVqxmKoU4l0. 

Once the organ was installed one of the challenges faced by the properties team was to maintain 
the temperature and humidity in the sanctuary in order to prevent the organ from going out of 
tune due to environmental changes.  With the temperature variations that are typical in 
Rochester, maintaining a constant temperature was not possible.  The challenge was partially met 
by installing a dehumidifier within the organ itself to limit one of the environmental variables.  
With respect to temperature, it was decided to limit the variation to a maximum of 84 degrees F 
to a minimum of 64 degrees F.605 

The organ is tuned by professional personnel twice a year, in the spring and fall.  In between 
tunings, if organist Jim Bahler notices a note out of tune, Bethel Music Minister can often retune 
it as Wicks personnel have instructed him how pipes can be tuned in some cases.606 
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The Augsburg-Bethel Sign 

With the relationship between them firmly established, 
early in 2007 Bethel and Augsburg collaborated on 
planning a new sign for the property.  The $38,000 cost 
of the sign was split evenly between the two 
organizations.  This construction was approved at the 
2007 annual meeting.607  The message on the sign could 
be changed to reflect new events.  When Augsburg 
College became Augsburg University in 2017, the sign  

was changed to reflect the new name.608  The old Bethel sign in front of Bethel Hall remained in 
place and is still there today. 

In June 2007, Pastor Linda Helberg announced her retirement with her last service at Bethel to 
be August 19, 2007.  The council accepted her resignation “with joy and concern.”  In the 
interim before a new pastor could be chosen, Pastors Wahl and Hauschild shared Pastor 
Helberg’s responsibilities with assistance from Pastor Onkka.609  In addition, Lissa Kahl from 
Austin, Minnesota, was hired as an interim part-time pastor.610  She began her service to Bethel 
on September 4, 2007.  April 2008 was Pastor Kahl’s last month of ministry at Bethel.   

At a special congregational meeting on February 24, 2008, the 
congregation voted overwhelmingly to extend a call to Reverend 
Anjanette Rist as Pastor of Visitation, Outreach, and Mission.  She 
was ordained in 1999 and served First Lutheran Church, Fremont, 
Nebraska for eight years prior her call to Bethel.  She was a graduate 
of Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota and Luther Seminary in 
St. Paul, Minnesota.  Prior to attending seminary, she served for four 
years as a Youth Director at Messiah Lutheran Church, Auburn, 
Washington and spent a year working in the Lutheran Volunteer 
Corps in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1990-91.  Pastor Rist’s husband, 
Karl, was also an ordained ELCA pastor and was called to serve at 

 
 Anjanette Bandel 

Hosanna Lutheran Church, Rochester shortly after Pastor Anjanette began serving at Bethel.  
The Rist family included their two children, Sela (age 6) and Erick (age 3).  Pastor Rist began 
her ministry at Bethel on May 1, 2008.611  

Pastor Anjanette and Pastor Karl Rist were divorced in August of 2010 and the congregation was 
extremely supportive of Pastor Anjanette in the midst of these difficult circumstances and 
transitions for her family.  Pastor Anjanette and Pastor Karl remained committed co-parents to 
their children and supportive colleagues in ministry as Pastor Karl later left the ELCA and was 
ordained to serve in the United Church of Christ.612 

Pastor Anjanette was married on February 4, 2012, to Warren Bandel who is a professional 
musician in the Rochester area.  He teaches private trumpet lessons and plays in multiple 
ensembles including Classic Brass.613  Pastor Bandel enthusiastically continued the Bethel 
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tradition of mission trips to Mexico, Tanzania, and locations within the United States.  She was 
also active in promoting local mission activity. 

During 2008, the Bethel Worship services began to be available for viewing on the Bethel 
website.  This provided another avenue of outreach and was well worth the $150 for needed 
supplies and equipment.  Over the course of a year, each worship service was accessed about 50 
times.614  In addition to 9 A.M. Sunday worship services, Adult education classes, and 
occasional concerts and other events are available on the Bethel website.  Some of the more 
popular Adult education classes have been accessed 30 to 50 times in the years they have been 
available.  The most popular class has had 200 accesses in the 6 years between 2012 and 2019. 

One of the plans when the new sanctuary was built was to have projection screens in front of the 
sanctuary to show information similar to that contained in the hymn books enabling the 
congregation to follow along without having to find proper pages.  After some delay, the screens 
were first used on Rally Day 2008.615  Projectionists were trained in the use of the Easy Worship 
program which enabled them to advance slides in sync with the service.  When the projection at 
worship services first began, a worship committee study showed that about 10 per cent of the 
congregation did not like the screens.  The same survey also showed that there were those that 
still wanted the old liturgy and the old version of the Lord’s Prayer.616 

With the resignation of Pastor Hauschild in September 2008, Reverend Jeff Wallager served as 
an interim pastor helping where he was needed.  Pastor Wallager most recently had completed an 
internship in Chaplaincy at Mayo.  He left Bethel on March 31, 2009 to take a position at 
Heartland Hospice.  A call committee to find a replacement Pastor of Education and Youth was 
formed in November 2008.617 

 
Andrew Nelson 

A special congregational on July 9, 2009, voted by an overwhelming 
majority to call Andrew Nelson as Pastor of Education and Youth 
Ministries.  He was contacted via telephone and accepted with gratitude 
and honor.  Mr. Nelson was a graduate of Luther College and of Luther 
Seminary in 2009.  This was his first call since seminary graduation.  In 
addition to his seminary education, he attended the Clinical Pastoral 
Education program at Abbot Northwestern Hospital in Minneapolis.  His 
seminary internship was at St Olaf College and St John’s Lutheran Church 
in Northfield.  His wife, Jessica Pleuss, was a Ph. D. student at the 
University of Minnesota Institute of Child Development and was  

working on her dissertation.618  Pastor Nelson was ordained on September 6, 2009 at his home 
church, United Lutheran Church in Red Wing,619  He was installed at Bethel on September 19 and 
20.620  

After 22 years of service to Bethel, mostly as Pastor of Visitation, Pastor Onkka resigned effective 
October 15, 2009.  He remained a member of Bethel after his retirement and served faithfully as a 
greeter in the Narthex.621   
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With the resignation of Pastor Onkka, Roy Satre became Bethel’s Pastor of 
Visitation. 622  Pastor Satre stepped down from his position in August 2013.  
At that time Pastor Linda Helberg was convinced to leave retirement and 
return to Bethel as the new Pastor of Visitation.    

In August and September of 2008, the congregation held meetings to study 
the ELCA draft statement on Sexuality.  The three pastors rotated leading 
these three sessions and copies of the draft were available for interested 
people.  

 
Roy Satre 

The September sessions were part of the Adult Education program for the year.623  The 2009 
ELCA Church wide Assembly adopted a Social Statement Human Sexuality a Gift and Trust.  
Resolutions implementing the social statement were also adopted.  They included “that the 
ELCA commit itself to finding ways to allow congregations that choose to do so to recognize, 
support and hold publicly accountable lifelong, monogamous, same-gender relationships and 
commit itself to finding a way for people in such publicly accountable, lifelong, monogamous, 
same-gender relationships to serve as rostered leaders of this church.”624 

These resolutions were disturbing to some people in the Bethel congregation and the council 
prepared for disagreement by requiring all 2010 annual meeting resolutions be submitted to the 
church council by January 15.  They also held information meetings for the congregation before 
the annual meeting.625  The requirement that proposed resolutions be review by the church 
council before the annual meeting was made a part of the by-laws by congregational vote at the 
2018 annual meeting.626 

The annual meeting acted on four resolutions previously approved by the council.  The first was 
a general statement of respect for all people which passed by a significant margin of 225 to 11.  
The second called for Bethel to follow the pre 2009 ELCA guideline for Pastors, interns and lay 
ministers.  That document required that homosexual individuals in ministry remain celibate.  
Resolution 2 passed by a vote of 160 to 77.  The third resolution required Bethel pastors to 
decline to officiate at homosexual unions or marriages and that such events would not be allowed 
on Bethel property.  This resolution passed by a vote of 163 to 74.627  The final resolution called 
for the Bethel council to appoint a committee to evaluate its relationship with the ELCA and 
determine whether to join another Lutheran group.  This committee was to report to the next 
annual meeting.  This resolution failed by a vote of 120 against and 110 votes for passage.  The 
first three resolutions guided Bethel’s selection of ordained leaders for the next thirteen years.628  
A resolution similar to resolution four was presented at the 2011 annual meeting and was again 
narrowly defeated.629 

The results of the 2009 ELCA decision and the 2010 Bethel annual meeting did affect the 
average worship attendance and financial giving, however the remaining Bethel members 
increased their giving to compensate for some large donors who left the congregation due to the 
above decisions.630  To the authors knowledge, most of these people left because of the rejection 
of the fourth resolution.  While annual income was not significantly affected, the average Sunday 



74 

morning attendance declined by about 6.5 percent.  The total giving to the congregational budget 
decreased by 1.5 percent compared to the previous year, but other income such as rent increased 
and giving to special projects remained high.631 

In May 2010 Bethel began an outreach ministry called “Coffee and a Prayer” which is a project 
of the Neighborhood Outreach team.  This has become the most visible of the Bethel outreach 
programs.  From 7:30 to 8:30 A.M. every Wednesday, summer and winter, rain or shine, three 
volunteers and a Bethel pastor greet people driving by with a wave and if they care to stop, they 
receive a cup of hot coffee or cocoa, or a bottle of water, and time for a prayer for whatever 
concerns they may have.  For the volunteers this is a way to show that Jesus love is for all, for 
the pastors who each take a rotation, it is a way to interact with the community in a unique 
way.632  This outreach program was halted at the beginning of the Covid pandemic and has not 
yet been restarted. 

  
Photos from https://www.mprnews.org/story/2015/02/11/prayer-to-go#gallery 

In addition to Coffee and a Prayer, the Neighborhood Outreach team collects and distributes hats 
and mittens and other needed clothing to the neighborhood schools, Franklin and Riverside, both 
of which have children that need extra clothing.  The Christmas sharing trees provide some of 
the clothing for the schools.  Neighborhood Outreach also provides food baskets to give to the 
families of some of the children at Thanksgiving and other holiday times when they might not 
otherwise have enough to eat.633   

Dale Mundahl retired as Bethel organist on June 30, 2010 after more than 45 years at the 
keyboard.634  The Worship and Music team recommended that Jim Bahler become full time 
organist in addition to playing for the Saturday night services.  A special recognition ceremony 
was held in the fall after Pastor Wahl returned from his sabbatical.635  Dale Mundahl’s retirement 
was recognized with coffee between services on October 10, 2010.636 

In March 2011, the Rochester Christian Sudanese community began using Bethel facilities for 
worship on a three-month trial.  About 400 Sudanese from around the area attended a prayer 
service held to commemorate their new nation of South Sudan.637  By May 40 to 50 people were 
attending their weekly worship services at Bethel and the council noted that their presence had 
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been less intrusive that originally expected.638  The agreement to host the Sudanese group ended 
in July 2011. 

The 2012 annual meeting saw the congregation voting to invest $5,000 of Thrivent Choice 
Dollars to one of three local charities, Community Food Response, Good Earth Village or 
Lutheran Social Service.  Thrivent Choice Dollars are received by Bethel when a Thrivent 
member directs their charity dollars to the church.  Thrivent has chosen this means of spending 
some of the charity money that they are required to give as a non-profit organization.  Voting 
members were allowed to vote for one of the three charities.  As a result of the vote, Community 
Food Response received $2,500, Good Earth Village $1,500, and Lutheran Social Services 
$1,000.639  This vote on the application of $5,000 of Thrivent Choice Dollars to different 
charitable organizations has become an annual event. 

The 2012 annual meeting was held in Bethel Hall between services and drew about twice as 
many members as at normal annual meetings, 350 versus the more usual 150 to 175.  If there are 
no major resolutions or issues that need more time for discussion, the consensus was to continue 
that meeting format.640 

In March 2012, Pastor Nelson reported that he would be moving to Sioux City, Iowa as his wife 
had accepted a professorship at Morningside College in that city.641  The council approved the 
formation of a call committee at their next meeting and began the selection of people to serve on 
that committee.642  Pastor Nelson’s last day at Bethel was August 5, 2012.643  In the interim 
while the call committee was interviewing candidates, Pastor Satre helped support Pastors Wahl 
and Bandel.644 

Jason Burggraff 

A special congregational meeting called on October 28, 2012 
approved a call to Reverend Jason Burggraff as Bethel’s Pastor of 
Children, Family and Youth Ministry.645  He grew up in Moorhead, 
Minnesota and attended Montana State University on a four-year 
Presidential Scholarship to study Cello and Mechanical Engineering.  
Pastor Burggraff graduated with a Master of Divinity from Luther 
Seminary in 2007 and accepted his first pastoral call at First 
Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  His experience as a 
cellist has added to Bethel’s music ministry.  He was recently 
married to Erin Hewitt and looked forward to coming to Rochester  

where his new family lived.  Pastor Burggraff’s first weekend at Bethel was December 15 and 16 
when he was welcomed and also had preaching duties. 

By April 2014, plans for a third service to be held at 10:10 A.M. in the chapel were proceeding.  
This was planned as a contemporary service with a fulltime worship leader who would organize 
volunteers and plan the services.  The focus was to serve the 18 to 35 age group as well as 
families looking for a relaxed type of service near Sunday school time.646  James Driessen was 
hired as worship leader for the service, now called Gate of Life.  He began work at Bethel on 
August 5 with plans for the first Gate of Life service on September 7.647  The chapel area was 
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arranged for this service with the projection and music set up needed for their band.  This meant 
that the Sunday school music time and the Jubilate choir rehearsals would need to move to 
another location.648  Weekly attendance at the Gate of Life service during fall 2014 averaged 
about 50 people.  Good things were reported to be happening at this service.649 

In 2012, a group of Bethel members led by Avis Hagen and Marlys Shores, began exploring a 
possible Parish Nurse Ministry at Bethel.  A pilot program was approved in early 2014.  The 
pilot program was changed to a staff position in 2016 and the hours have expanded from 12 to 15 
hours per month to the current 25 hours per month.  Bethel’s first parish nurse, Kathy Ferguson, 
began in January 2015.650  Kathy was a Mayo Clinic employee for 35 years and retired from her 
role as a Nursing Education Specialist in 2014.  She attended Parish Nurse training through 
Concordia College and was commissioned as a Parish Nurse on March 19, 2015.651.   

The roles of the parish nurse include integration of faith and health, health educator, counselor, 
and advocate, referral advisor, developer of support groups, and volunteer coordinator.  In 
fulfilling these roles, the parish nurse provides blood pressure screening, facilitates grief support 
groups, coordinates various exercise activity groups, visits Bethel members in their homes and 
by telephone to consult with them regarding health concerns and access to health care, writes 
articles on a variety of health-related topics, promotes blood donations by Bethel members, 
coordinates flu shots at the church, and coordinates Bethel’s health fair, among other health 
related activities.  

The Bethel Health Cabinet was established in 2013 as part of the development of the Parish 
Nurse Ministry.  This group consists of eleven Bethel members from a variety of health and 
wellness careers.  The Health Cabinet oversees the Parish Nurse Ministry and is committed to 
improving the health and wellness of the Bethel congregation and the surrounding community.  
The role of the Health Cabinet is to help Bethel reach people before they are in a crisis situation 
so that problems can be reversed before professional attention is required.  It assists individuals 
and families in becoming more responsible for maintaining and improving their own health.  The 
cabinet also helps influence the congregation so that stewardship of health is expressed in all 
areas of church activity.652 

By December 2014, a group of eight people led by Pastor Bandel began planning for a 
columbarium at Bethel.  Conversations with staff and interested members began in 2015 as the 
group gathered information regarding interest.  A brief presentation was made at the 2015 annual 
meeting to introduce the idea.653  The initial plan called for the columbarium to be located on the 
3rd Avenue side of the property.  This location turned out to be a significant concern for some.654  
Information sessions were held for interested congregation members as well as a brochure and 
slides in the worship announcements.655 

At the 2016 annual meeting, the congregation authorized the establishment of “a Columbarium 
Memorial Garden Team to design, communicate, construct, operate and maintain a Columbarium 
and Memorial Garden at 810 3rd Ave SE. Rochester, Minnesota.”656  In subsequent 
communications with the church council, the team agreed that their by-laws would need to be 
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approved at a congregational meeting prior to beginning construction and because of concerns 
with shared space on the west lawn, they also agree to consider other locations on the church 
property for the columbarium and memorial garden.657 

After a series of meetings, the Columbarium Team reluctantly agreed to move the location from 
the west to the east lawn of the church as preferred by the council.  In return the church council 
offered to offset the additional cost of landscaping on the east side.658 

The by-laws of the Columbarium Team were approved 
at the January 29, 2017, annual meeting.  With that 
approval, construction drawings were prepared.  
Preliminary investigation showed that the planned 
brass front plates weathered making the inscription 
difficult to read.  After some discussion, it was decided 
to use granite front plates. 

The columbarium construction began in May 2018 and 
it was dedicated on November 4, 2018, with Pastors 
Wahl, Bandel, and Burggraff participating in the 
dedication.659  A fourth unit, Unit D to the right of  
Unit B was constructed during the summer of 2020  

 

 
Bethel Columbarium on the East Lawn 
with units labelled and the memorial 

garden in the center 

making room for a total of 100 niches.660  The decorative fencing around the air conditioning 
units on the east side of the sanctuary was a gift in memory of Helen Mundahl. 

Gary Thorn retired as Bethel Minister of Music on February 28, 2017 after ten years in that 
position.661  After a search, Brock Besse was hired as the Bethel Minister of Music to begin his 
service on June 5, 2017.662 

Brock Besse studied music performance on the pipe organ with a minor in music education at 
Hastings College in Hastings, Nebraska.  He next studied organ at Dana College in Blaire, 
Nebraska and completed his Master of Fine Arts at the University of Minnesota.  Prior to coming 
to Bethel, Brock was Minister of Music & Worship at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in 
Rochester.  During his time in Rochester, he developed the Rochester Pops Orchestra & Chorale 
which just completed its fourth full season.  In addition to directing the Bethel musical groups, 
Brock is an accomplished musician and regularly plays piano introductions for worship services 
and acts as substitute organist when the regular organist, Jim Bahler, cannot attend. 

Chris Zabel resigned his position as Business Administrator during March 2017.663  Terra 
O’Brien was introduced as the new Business Administrator at the August council meeting.664  
Terra was a graduate of Minnesota School of Business and had previously worked at the Mayo 
Clinic.  She started at Bethel in July of 2017.  As the Business Administrator, she handles the 
finances of the church, was involved with budget preparation, and serveed as the human 
resources representative, among many other duties. 



78 

Terra and her family were Bethel members prior to her appointment as the Business 
Administrator.  She had volunteered by teaching Sunday School, volunteered with Food for Kidz 
and Samaritan Bethany.  She and her husband Dave have two sons, Jackson and Grady. 

Bethel’s Christian Education is split into three options for Sunday mornings: Sunday School for 
three-year-old to 4th grade, Forum 56 for 5th and 6th grade, and Anchored which includes 7th - 
12th grade.  Sunday Morning Education is offered at 9:00 and 10:30 during the school year.  
During the 2018-2019 school year there were 257 students in Sunday School, 63 in Forum 56 
and 51 in the Anchored program. 

Sunday School is a traditional setting with children divided by grades with teachers and 
assistants for each class.  There are typically two classes for each grade at 9:00 and one class at 
10:30, in 2018-19, there were 52 volunteers who worked on Sunday mornings.  The number of 
volunteers involved in each class varies from 1 teacher to 3 or 4 teachers and assistants sharing 
duties.  Since 2004, a variety of options for curriculum have been used, even some written by 
Bethel staff for Beginners and 1st Grade.  Sunday School and Forum 56 currently use a 
curriculum called Growing in Christ. 

Forum 56 and Anchored meet together at the beginning of the hour for a bit of social time and 
games.  Forum 56 remains in Youth Hall for large group and small group time led by Julie 
Allhiser assisted by parent volunteers.  Every other Sunday Forum 56 meets with the Sunday 
School classes in Youth Hall for Gathering Time which includes singing a variety of songs, as 
well as learning about fun things happening at Bethel and about the seasons of the church and 
other Lutheran teachings. 

Many volunteers share God’s love with our children and youth each week.  Some are brand new 
and teach or assist for a year or two.  Others have been committed to the teaching ministry for 
many years.  During the 2018-2019 school year, one teacher completed her 46th (and final) year 
of teaching Sunday School at Bethel.665 

The Bethel Confirmation Program begins with sixth Grade students who receive an orientation in 
the middle of their school year.  Sixth graders are asked to get started with just a few sermon 
notes and service hours that spring.  During the summer after sixth grade, the students attend 
confirmation camp with the seventh graders.  

Seventh and eighth grade students attend weekly Wednesday evening classes with Pastors, Staff 
and Volunteers.  One year they study bible stories and the second year Catechism and Martin 
Luther.  These students are usually formed into fourteen to sixteen small groups with an adult 
volunteer group leader plus about four volunteers that help with Wednesday night pizza.  

Ninth grade students choose a mentor and usually have at least monthly contact.  This is an 
opportunity for students to build one-on-one relationships with more mature Christians in their 
lives.  During this time students may work on their Faith Project for Confirmation or they and 
their mentor may choose other religious activities.   
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The tenth-grade students meet in the fall to assure they have completed all the required activities 
and to prepare for their faith interview with the pastor.  This interview includes a presentation of 
the faith project they have completed.  On Reformation Day in October, the tenth-grade students 
attend their “affirmation of baptism” service which concludes their confirmation program.666 

The High School Ministry at Bethel is a relational, small group-based ministry that has a variety 
of outreach and fellowship events throughout the year.  These opportunities include lock-ins, ski 
trips, mission trips, attending concerts and youth conferences, and much more.   

During the school year, there are two different opportunities for small group bible studies each 
week.  The Sunday Morning program named “Anchored” meets during the school year at 9 A.M. 
and 10:30 AM.  This program is intended to build relationships and discuss biblical concepts.  
Anchored uses resources provided through the ELCA that ties biblical teaching to current events.  
The Wednesday Night youth group called “Elevate” meets every week after Confirmation and 
looks into the Bible at a deeper level including how that relates to the lives of youth.  The youth 
are involved in service projects several times during the year.667 

The Bethel Women, formerly called the ladies aid, continue to be involved in the life of the 
church in many ways.  Since Bethel membership is so large, the Bethel Women divide into 
circles who meet monthly for devotions and projects.  Some circles meet in the church and others 
in members’ homes. 

During 2018, their income from various projects was $26,346.94.  About half of that income 
came from their fall and spring rummage sales which draws people from all over the community.  
Items left after the sale is over are donated to local groups that can use them.  Some examples of 
this are craft items given to the local school kindergartens and linens, clothing and household 
items given to the Rochester Outreach Center.  Their monetary donations totaling $18,799.88 
were given locally to places such as the Women’s Shelter and the Dorothy Day house, regionally 
to organizations like Minnesota Food Share and SE Area Christians, and around the world both 
with donations to Christo Rey Lutheran in Puerto Rico and the Bethel Tanzania Mission trip as 
well as through the ELCA Disaster Response and various Lutheran World Relief projects.668 

In January 2007, Avis Hagen organized a Prayer Shawl Ministry.  This was started with a group 
of women who each donated $20.00 to purchase start-up materials.  The first prayer shawl 
presentation was given on January 26, 2007.  Since that time, they have been supported by 
member donations and bequests and by mid-2021 had donated over 1,500 prayer shawls to 
people in need of comfort.669  The Bethel Quilters are also a part of the Bethel Women 
organization.  Their story is told in Appendix 11 below. 

In addition to special events such as the rummage sale, the Bethel Women also have a Mission of 
the Month to aid charitable organizations.  In January 2018 they collected paper products for the 
local Hope Lodge.  In April, the Women’s Shelter received paper products and diapers while in 
October the Dorothy Day house received winter wear, paper products, and cleaning supplies.670 
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Through all of this the Bethel women continue the 150 plus-year tradition of the women before 
them doing whatever needs to be done whether in terms of service, gifts in kind, or monetary 
donations.  The needs in the community change, but they are there to do what is needed. 

In honor of Bethel’s 150th Anniversary, a special congregational meeting in June 2017 approved 
a resolution to commit Bethel to raise $100,000 in the next two to four years to support a project 
in Bihar, India.671  Lutheran World Relief is a partner in this project and their intent is for ten 
Lutheran Churches to commit $100,000 each to the project.  The goal of the Bihar project is to 
teach the women of the area a trade and how to sustain trade across many villages.672  Some of 
the specific projects included improved health and hygiene for the people in Bihar, livestock 
management and improved farming practices.673  A Bihar team was formed to follow up on the 
Bethel commitment.  The Bethel challenge was to meet the project commitment by the 
anniversary celebration in June 2019.674  Two people from the team, Art Larson and Paul 
Christian travelled to Bihar to see the project firsthand.675  By the April 2019 council meeting the 
project goal had been surpassed and a total of $103,460 will be given by Bethel.676 

Planning for the 150th Anniversary celebration started in the fall 2017.  One of the first plans was 
a large event at the Rochester Event center to be held October 20, 2019.677  Some of the other 
events have included a float in the Rochester fest parade featuring the Bethel Brass, a Bethel day 
at a Honkers Baseball game and special services on dates to remember.  The anniversary 
committee also sold anniversary t-shirts and Christmas ornaments as remembrances to interested 
members.  The celebration at the Rochester Event Center was attended by present Bethel pastors, 
staff, and congregation members in addition to many former pastors and staff.  The dinner and 
program for the night were enjoyed by all who attended. 

Pastor Norman Wahl’s final services at Bethel were October 10 and 11, 2020.  A special service 
was held on October 11 to commemorate his 41 years of ministry, 24 of which were at Bethel.  
He received the title Pastor Emeritus when he returned to Bethel after his one year required leave 
from the church.678   

The Covid-19 pandemic began in Minnesota in early March 2020.  Under the leadership of 
Pastor Wahl and after his retirement in October 2020,  of Pastor Bandel, Bethel reacted to the 
pandemic to continue to minister the congregation and community in the best possible way.  
Since the pandemic lasted for over two years, the Covid story at Bethel is told in Appendix 12 to 
provide a continuous narration of the many changes that the congregation faced during that time. 
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Chapter 7 Pastor Anjanette Bandel 2020 - Present 
After a review of available candidates in consultation with the SE 
Minnesota Synod, the call committee voted to call Pastor 
Anjanette Bandel as executive pastor.  A special congregational 
meeting was held June 7, 2020 to officially approve the call to 
Pastor Bandel.  Due to the Covid pandemic this was a virtual 
meeting via Zoom which required special adjustments to meet the 
Bethel Constitutional requirements for a written ballot (See 
Appendix 12 Page 108 for more details of these adjustments.).  
Some members were not able to come to Bethel to cast their 

 
Pastor Bandel 

ballots so it was not until the next Sunday that the results that Pastor Bandel was called and 
accepted the call were announced to the congregation.679 

Changes to the pastoral job descriptions and titles were discussed during the summer and were 
announced at the September Council meeting.  Pastor Bandel would be Lead Pastor, Pastor 
Burggraff would become Associate Pastor Education, and a pastor yet to be called would be 
fill the position of Associate Pastor Generational Ministries.  Pastor Bandel was installed at the 
worship services November 14 and 15, 2020.680   

Pastor Robert Onkka died on October 9, 2020.  Pastor Onkka served Bethel from 1987 when 
he became assisting pastor during a pastoral vacancy and then as visitation pastor until he 
retired in 2009.  His funeral was held at Bethel on October 12681.  This was for family only 
because of the pandemic restrictions regarding large assemblies.  Had that not been the case, 
there would have been a large crowd attending as Bob was very popular with the members of 
Bethel.  

 
Nathan Luong 

A special congregational meeting was called on January 10, 2021 for 
the purpose of approving a call to Pastor Nathan Luong as Associate 
Pastor of Generational Ministries.  Like the meeting in June that 
called Pastor Bandel, this was held via Zoom due to the continuing 
pandemic restrictions.682  Pastor Nate’s first day at Bethel was on 
February 23 and his first sermons at were February 27 and 28, 
2021.683  He had been ordained in 2015 and served churches in Saint 
Peter and Sleepy Eye prior to coming to Bethel.  He was installed by 
Pastor Emily Carson of the SE Minnesota Synod as Bethel’s Pastor of 
Generational Ministries on March 14, 2021. 

Pastor Nate came to Bethel with excellent qualifications and many members were impressed 
with his sermons.  However, he resigned unexpectedly from Bethel on August 17, 2021.  He 
received 12 weeks’ severance pay with his resignation.684   

Nathan Luong resigned from the ELCA pastoral ministry in May 2022.  At the beginning of June 
Bishop Hassanally called an information meeting for Bethel members and provided more details 
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about Pastor Luong’s resignations and the reasons behind them.  This meeting allowed 
congregation members to understand the issues that up to that time had confused many of 
them.685 

A call committee was soon formed to find a new Associate Pastor of Generational Ministries to 
serve Bethel.  They began meeting in November 2021.  It took a long time for the call committee 
to find an applicant as many of the ELCA pastoral candidates were unwilling to abide by 
limitations on their pastoral service contained in the 2010 resolutions on homosexuality (see 
page 72.)686.  The Bethel Ministry Site Profile was sent to 34 candidates on the synod availability 
list.  Twenty-one of these candidates said no to having their Rostered Ministers Profile sent to 
the Bethel call committee.  Three more of the remaining candidates withdrew from the call 
process.  The reason given by many of the pastoral candidates who did not interview was that 
while the ministry opportunity was exciting, they could not in good conscience continue the call 
process given the continuing resolutions surrounding human sexuality687  Three or four of the 
candidates that were interviewed said they did not agree with the 2010 resolutions but that they 
were willing to serve within the limitation of the resolutions while perhaps hoping they could be 
changed.688 

In the interval before a candidate was found, Pastor Byron Meline was called as interim pastor of 
Generational Ministries.  Reverend Meline graduated from Luther Seminary in 1981.  He served 
parishes in North Dakota and Minnesota during the ensuing years.  He was called to Zion 
Lutheran in Stewartville in 2009 and served there until his retirement June 30, 2021.  After a 
year away from active ministry, he was ready when Bethel called for assistance on July 1, 
2022.689  

Lisa Hawe was called at a special congregational meeting on 
September 25, 2022.  She graduated from Northern State 
University in Aberdeen, SD with a BS in Elementary Education in 
1991.  After graduation she worked in the Tentmaker Youth 
Ministry program, was on full time staff at Okoboji Lutheran 
Bible camp as program director for day camps and youth ministry 
teams for three years and then was Youth and Family Minister at 
United Lutheran Church in Red Wing for 14 years.  Following 
this time, she took an adult ministry position called “Director of 
Faith and Community at United Lutheran.  She graduated with a  

 
Lisa Hawe 

Master of Divinity from Luther Seminary in 2021.690  

 Since this was her first call, Pastor Hawe’s ordination was held at United Lutheran Church in 
Red Wing, MN on November 19 with many Bethel members in attendance.  Once ordained 
Pastor Hawe began serving Bethel on December 5, 2022 and was installed at services on 
December 10 and 11, 2022. 

In the fall of 2021, a project to replace the stucco on the walls of the 1991 addition was begun.  
At the same time, the windows in that part of the building were inspected for damage.  The 
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reasons for this replacement were that there was potential for mold forming on some of the walls 
due to water leakage through the stucco and there was air leakage through the frames of many of 
the windows.  Once the project began, it was discovered that all of the windows needed to be 
replaced.  The project was not completed until the spring of 2022 due to some of the contractor’s 
employees contacting Covid and the prohibitive cost of heating to continue the project during the 
winter.  In addition to replacement, the stucco was painted to match the rest of the building. 

 
Bethel 3rd Avenue view after Stucco replacement project 

Property Team members Barth Crane, Greg Kelm, and Don Lamberg along with Properties 
Supervisor Mike Schad provided oversight of the project for Bethel.  Mike served as the day-to-
day interface with the contractor with respect to scheduling of their activities to minimize the 
impact on Bethel programs.  As a member of the Bethel Staff, he was able to coordinate and 
keep the staff informed of progress.  He also provided general quality oversight, and covered the 
unexpected small jobs needed to keep the project moving.691 

At the 2022 Annual meeting the congregation approved refinancing the Bethel mortgage.  By 
June this had been completed resulting in a new monthly payment of $21,209 instead of $37,250 
previously.692  The plan was to use the savings to pay off the mortgage early. 

During June 2022 the Properties Team began planning for an antiphonal organ addition to the 
original Wicks organ in the Bethel sanctuary.693  This was to be constructed on the south wall of 
the sanctuary and would require significant properties planning for the necessary changes to 
support the new equipment.  A single benefactor agreed to fund this project which was planned 
for installation in June 2024.694  

Josie Bellrichard was hired as Bethel’s Communications Coordinator working with Rachel 
Hasley.  She started work on July 18, 2022.695  Both women work 25 hours per week with 
Rachel working from home and Josie in the office Tuesday and Thursday and working off-site 
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Monday and Friday.  Rather than splitting the work so each concentrated on specific 
communications tasks, they work on what is required each day and communicate on task 
progress through a spread sheet.  That way both are able to cover any of the communications 
tasks when the other is on vacation or otherwise not able to work.696  When Josie was hired as 
communications coordinator, Cindy Bahler continued as Bethel’s wedding coordinator but was 
no longer a part of the communications staff. 

During the summer 2022 the Properties Team concluded a review of Safety and Security at 
Bethel.  The resulting plan provided a safe and secure public area by installing cameras, door 
locks and badge reader doors in appropriate locations.  A separate secure area within the facility 
was also provided for Bethel staff and congregation members.  During normal hours, the narthex, 
sanctuary, and office area are open to visitors but the office area could be secured during an 
emergency and is locked during off hours.697  

Kathy Ferguson retired at the end of August 2022 and a search for a new Parish Nurse began.698  
Jeanne Townsend was hired for the position in October699  Jeanne  had been a Bethel member 
since 1980 and was actively involved as a Sunday school teacher, confirmation mentor as well as 
many other activities within the church.  She has one daughter and son-in-law who have given 
her a special “sunshine” named Levi.  During her nursing career she had worked at Faribault 
State School and the Rochester State Hospital prior to moving to the Mayo Clinic.700  After 
accepting the position, she received training in the responsibilities of a Parish Nurse and began 
serving at Bethel on November 1, 2022.701 

Building Supervisor Mike Schad died suddenly while at work at Bethel on November 15, 
2022.702  A search for a replacement  began immediately and during the interval much of the 
professional work that had been done by Mike was contracted out as it required licensure to do 
the inspections and oversee any repair work needed.  It was not until February 23, 2023 that 
Daniel O’Dell was hired as Bethel’s Building Supervisor.703 

In the late 1940’s the Bethel staff consisted of the pastor, a secretary and finally a parish worker.  
Since then, it has grown by the addition of pastors and also lay staff.  By 2019, the pastoral staff 
had grown to three full time and one part time pastor and a lay staff of about twenty-five 
individuals, many of whom work part time.  The actual number of lay staff varies over time as 
people leave and new people are hired.  The pastors have been introduced in the previous pages 
but most of the lay staff through the years have not.  Not because they are unimportant, but in 
order to keep the narrative less cluttered.   

In November 2022 Pastor Jason Burggraff received a call from First Lutheran Church in Sioux 
Falls, SD to serve as their senior pastor.  This was the church he served before coming to Bethel 
so they knew him well.  He accepted the call and his last sermon to the Bethel congregations was 
delivered at services on December 3 and 4.  His last official day at Bethel was December 31, 
2022.704  Pastor Byron Meline agreed to continue to serve as interim Associate Pastor of 
Education until a full-time replacement could be called. 
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Before forming a new call committee, the church council decided to deal with the 2010 
resolutions that created a such challenging situation for the recent call committee as well as 
making the hire of lay staff more difficult.705  Eight information meetings were held at various 
dates and times to inform congregation members of the reasons that the congregation needed to 
reassess the position of the members regarding the 2010 resolutions. 

These meetings were for information only and not for discussion of personal opinions regarding 
the resolutions.  The meeting content included a description of the resolutions, when they were 
adopted, who were affected and how they affect the Bethel call process and continuing ministry 
and mission.  It was noted that the resolutions were not included in the constitution or by-laws 
and thus could be changed by majority vote of the church council or in a special meeting of the 
congregation.706 

A letter dated February 16, 2023 was sent to all Bethel member households by the church 
council.  This letter announced the special meeting to be held March 12, 2023 at 11:45 A.M. in 
the Bethel sanctuary.  The sole purpose of the meeting was to address the question of keeping or 
dissolving resolutions 2010-02 and 2010-03.  Included were a copy of the “Resolved” parts of 
the resolutions under consideration and instructions of how to access the hybrid meeting on-line 
or by telephone.  The schedule and purpose of the above-mentioned information meetings was 
also provided.707 

The special congregational meeting was held on March 12, 2023.  Bethel members who attended 
were required to register prior to entering the meeting.  This registration granted the person the 
right to vote.  A registration card was given to each member to be handed back with their votes.  
This process provided assurance that the votes were cast by Bethel members and also provided 
anonymity for their votes.  Since there were people at the meeting via on-line or phone, it took 
some time to gather and verify their votes.  Thus, the vote count was done on Thursday March 16 
and audited the same day.  The result of the vote was 136 to keep the resolutions and 357 to 
dissolve them.  With that vote, the Bethel call committee could be formed with the knowledge 
that the 2010 resolutions would no longer affect the call process and Bethel pastors would 
operate under ELCA rules regarding human sexuality.  In reaction to this vote, six members have 
left the Bethel Congregation.708 

The text message that informed Bethel members of the result of the vote ended with the 
statement, “We are a congregation of varied opinions and theological interpretations, yet what 
unites us will always be the Good News of Jesus Christ.” 

Terra O’Brien left Bethel to pursue another opportunity at the end of June 2023.  Isabella Larson 
became Bethel’s Business Administrator June 27, 2023.  She was born in Denver, CO and 
moved throughout the west with her family as her father was an ELCA Pastor and military 
chaplain.  She spent 22 years in Europe when her husband was stationed there.  She lives in Lake 
City and has four grown children.  Prior to becoming Bethels Business Administrator she work 
for a law firm. 
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The Bethel lay staff at the time of publication of the second edition of this history in 2023 are 
listed below.  Current staff pictures are on the wall outside the office next to the display cases. 

The staff associated with weekend worship; Brock Besse Minister of Worship and Music, 
Merle Savage, Assistant Music director and also Cantor, James Bahler, Principal organist 
with Brock as back up organist, Melissa Almer and Becky Wulff as hearing interpreters 
at the 9 A.M. Sunday Services, and Michele Nyman as Gate of Life Worship coordinator.  
The nursery coordinator who makes sure the youngest children have a place to go if their 
parents prefer is presently open. 

Children and Youth Education at Bethel is coordinated by Julie Alhiser, Director of 
Middle School Ministry, Susan Larson, Director of Children’s Ministry, and Kari 
Tollefson, Children’s Ministry Assistant.  The Director of High School Youth Ministry 
position is presently open when Kelsie Watkins left to return to family in Montana.  
Adult education is presently supervised by interim Pastor Byron Meline assisted by the 
Adult Education team for the Sunday Forum and the other pastors as bible study leaders. 

The financial affairs of the church are overseen by Isabella Larson the Business 
Administrator.  A group of regular volunteers counts and records Sunday offerings on 
Monday mornings. 

Rachel Hasley is the Bethel Director of Communications assisted by Josie Bellrichard, 
Sheri Kallembach the Bethel Member Coordinator and Jeanie Townsend the Parish 
Nurse.  Cindy Bahler serves as Bethel Wedding Coordinator. 

Bethel is also blessed with an able and dedicated office staff.  Janet Hoffmann is the 
administrative secretary, Connie Post serves as membership secretary, and Cheri Brinson 
is the receptionist.  Michele Pretzer and Wendy Lewis serve as weekend receptionists. 

Bethel property is overseen by the Properties team assisted by Properties Supervisor 
Daniel O’Dell and Custodial Supervisor Tony Wright.709 

The people above are the ones who, in cooperation with the Bethel pastors, keep things moving 
smoothly. 

The Bethel mission statement is “We the people of Bethel, called by God, commit ourselves to 
proclaim the Gospel, to prepare our members for outreach and service, and to minister to human 
needs.”  The story in the preceding pages has shown only some of the many ways in which the 
Bethel congregation has acted to meet this mission today, for the past 150 plus years, and is 
prepared to continue in the years to come. 
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Appendix 1 Speculation regarding pre-1869 activities 
The October 1875 issue of the Evangelisk Luthersk Kirketidende which was a publication of the 
Synod of the Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (Norwegian Synod), 
published an article titled, “Message from Rochester” written by J. A. Thorsen.710  Reverend 
Thorsen was pastor of the Rochester Evangelical Lutheran Congregation (later Zumbro Lutheran 
Church) from 1869 to 1879.711  This message described Reverend Thorsen’s view of the 
relationship between the two Norwegian Lutheran churches from the mid 1865 when Zumbro 
was established, until the letter was written, probably in mid-1875.   

Reverend Thorsen stated that his church stands “with the old teachings rather than the modern 
Christianity surrounding the other church.”712  Thus, the other church in Rochester did not agree 
with some of the teaching of the Norwegian Synod, nor did their first pastor, Reverend N. E. S. 
Jensen.  At the time of the writing of the article it was noted the “the other congregation is led by 
a conference pastor.”  The conference refers to the Conference of Norwegian-Danish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America which was founded in 1870.  The article states that Reverend 
Jensen “needed to resign his position at Highland Prairie … as his teachings were different from 
the synod’s.” 713  It is not clear from the letter how Reverend Jensen’s teaching diverted from 
that of the Norwegian Synod.714  The Bethel 1869 Secretary book says that Reverend Jensen was 
voluntarily seeking someone to take over the Highland Prairie church.715 

Reverend Jensen served Saint Olaf church in Rock Dell from 1860 to 1861 so it is possible that 
one or more of the new church members knew him from that time period.716  The Norwegians in 
Rochester were served by Pastor Steen of Saint Olaf congregation who also ministered to groups 
in Bear Creek and Rochester possibly as early as 1861 until he left Rock Dell in 1869.717 

It appears that Reverend Steen met with only one congregation in Rochester, so it is possible that 
in the spring of 1869 there was a split between the Norwegian Lutherans in Rochester.  Reverend 
Thorson notes in his message that “a congregational meeting was held (spring 1869) where a 
majority of the voting members accepted Jensen as their pastor.”718  It is not clear from the 
article if that congregational meeting was of the Rochester Evangelical Lutheran congregation or 
of some other group that was just organizing.  All of the Bethel histories report this meeting as 
the organizational meeting of a new church body.   

David Dunn’s History of the Zumbro Lutheran Church reported that in 1869, a number of the 
congregation had reportedly joined a church referred to a Jensen’s.719  Though he speculates that 
was a church in Filmore County, it is more likely this refers to the Rochester church that became 
Bethel.  Six of twenty-one charter members of the church that later became Zumbro signed the 
original constitution of Bethel of which they are also charter members.  Four other Zumbro 
charter members appear on the 1875 Bethel membership list which indicates they joined between 
1870 and 1875.720  This shows several of the original Bethel members came from Zumbro and 
that church continued to lose a few members in the ensuing six years.  This loss of membership 
may explain the angry tone of Reverend Thorsen’s 1875 article. 
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In the fall of 1874, there was a meeting of the two congregations to discuss differences.  Pastor 
Thorsen felt that there should only be one “true” Norwegian Lutheran Church in Rochester and 
that was his church while Pastor Gjertsen disagreed.721  The synod group claimed that the other 
church was illegitimate as there was no constitution that could be produced from the time that 
Pastor Steen met with Rochester Norwegians.   

Thus, Bethel Lutheran Church was founded by a group of Scandinavians, mostly Norwegians, 
who disagreed with the teachings of the Norwegian Synod.  They appear to have met with Pastor 
Steen from St Olaf possibly as early as 1861.  In 1869 they decided to form their own church 
which associated with the Conference of Norwegian-Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America when it formed in 1870.  The synodical separation of Norwegian Lutheran churches in 
Rochester continued until 1963 when Bethel became a part of the American Lutheran Church. 
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Appendix 2 Bethel Membership Information 

 
Figure A2-1 Bethel Membership to 1921 

The membership numbers in figure A2-1 above are approximate as the dates when people left 
are usually not clear in the records of the congregation with the exception of a few people listed 
as having funerals at Bethel.  The upper (blue) line up to 1881 is a maximum possible 
membership as this assumes that all of the people who later moved did so after that date.  If we 
assume that they left the same year they joined, a minimum membership is shown in red up to 
1881.  The most likely membership during this time is closer to the upper line than the lower. 

In addition, some of the membership numbers include children and others may not.  For those 
years where the count is known to only include contributing members, a multiplying factor of 1.5 
is used to account for children and other non-contributing members.  The Rochester city 
directory has membership numbers for some years, but these seem to be rounded to the nearest 
10 so should be used with care and only where more accurate information from congregational 
records is not clear. 

Membership increased at a steady rate at least until about 1878 as we have funeral data for the 
years 1875 to 1879 giving some idea of losses.  There is no record of people leaving for reasons 
other than death until the 1885 to 1890 period.  By 1889 when a new membership list was 
started, the membership had dropped to 161 and continued to drop until 1916 when it began to 
increase again.  The Zumbro Lutheran Church history by David Dunn also shows similar low 
membership in the late 1890’s to early 1900’s.722 

The 1929 history stated that the congregation split in late 1871 when 27 members left the 
congregation.  This has been repeated in all subsequent histories.  This conclusion seems to be a 
mistranslation of the record of the December 10, 1871 meeting.  Instead of a list of 27 people 
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resigning at that time, it is actually a list of new members being received into the congregation.  
Figures A2-1 and A2-2 reflect that change from the first edition.   

The sharp drop in 1919 is due to an estimated 35 members being cast out of the congregation 
during a dispute over pastoral performance.  The sharp rise by 1920 indicates a recovery when 
the conflict was resolved with the arrival of a new pastor.  The depth of the drop is approximate 
due to lack of information regarding when some of the people left the congregation. 

 
Figure A2-2 Membership to 2022 

The asterisks on Figure A2-2 above show when a new senior or administrative pastor came to 
Bethel.  In Pastor Hansen’s case, he was the only pastor from 1920 to 1953.  After that there 
were associate pastors, or later, pastors whose title was described in their letter of call. 

This figure clearly shows the positive influence Pastor Hansen had on Bethel membership.  The 
average of 60 new members per year continued from 1920 to the end of his time at Bethel in 
1960 when there were about 2500 members.  The membership growth continued under Pastors 
Tungseth, Bagaason, and Braaten until it leveled out at about 4500 members in 1990. 

When Pastor Bagaason came to Bethel, a large number of people who had not contributed or 
attended communion for three years were identified and were changed to inactive membership as 
the constitution requires.  This explains the sharp downward membership count in 1972 and also 
in 1980.  Removal of inactive members occurred at other times, but not in the numbers 
experienced in those years.  When Pastor Wahl arrived in 1996, there was again a significant 
number of people changed to inactive membership.  This membership review has continued on a 
yearly basis to the present time.  Since 2007 Bethel baptized membership has varied from about 
4100 to 4400.  While stable membership may not be ideal, Bethel has not been part of the trend 
toward lower membership in many mainline protestant churches today who experienced a 12.5% 
reduction in membership between 2007 and 2014.723 
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Appendix 3 Weekly Worship Attendance 
Weekly attendance at worship services is one indication of an active congregation.  Weekly 
attendance numbers begin to be available with the yearly statistics in 1961 and continue from 
that date.  Figure A3-1 shows the yearly average worship attendance based on usher counts at 
each service.  The pre-2020 numbers vary from a low of 709 in 1961 to a high of 1009 in 1978 
and 1986.   

The ushers count the number of people at all of the services on a weekend.  Worship service 
attendance peaked in the mid-1970s to mid-1980s, dropped in the 1990s and then rose slightly 
after about 2000 remaining approximately constant from then until the Covid pandemic changed 
things in 2020. 

 
Prior to 2020 the weekly figure included Saturday night, two Sunday services in the sanctuary, 
and the Gate of Life service in the chapel, since 2020 online worship attendance is also included  
The in-person worship count is done one time in the service hour so people going in or out might 
not be counted.  According to Duane Saase, the 9 A.M. ushers on his team count all of the people 
in the sanctuary including musicians and pastors.  He felt their count was accurate to plus/minus 
10 due to problems with people standing and sitting and small children not seen.724  Some of the 
10:30 A.M. ushers do not count the pastors or the choir and musicians that play at both services 
while other usher teams count everyone.725  None of the ushers contacted mentioned counting 
the people in the projection booth.  Another variable is whether Christmas Eve and Christmas in 
a given year occur on a weekend.  If so, they are included in the weekly worship count.  This 
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factor adds 2000 to 2400 to the yearly total, which adds about 40 to the average weekly 
attendance. 

The attendance drop from 2017 to 2018 is partly due to Christmas services being on a weekend 
in both 2016 and 2017 and not in the next two years.  Another factor is an indication of at least 
one snowstorm day in December 2018 when attendance at all services was unusually low.726  
The very sharp drop in 2020 is related to the Covid pandemic and is discussed in Appendix 12. 

Another way of looking at attendance is shown in Figure A3-2 which plots the per cent of 
confirmed members who attend in a given week.  Note that the percentage in this figure is based 
on confirmed membership.  While some children attend both worship services and Sunday 
school, most only attend Sunday school while their parents attend services.   

 
Figure A3-2 shows a drop in member attendance from 1963 to 1994 of about 0.6% per year.  
There is a rise of about 0.8% per year from 1996 to about 2001.  After 2001 the percentage of 
confirmed members attending worship services each week is fairly constant at about 28% until 
2018 when it began dropping again.  For comparison an average for mainline protestant churches 
is about 33%.727  This number, however, is from a 2014 survey whose margin of error is 
plus/minus 2% while the error on the count for Bethel numbers is likely in the range of plus 
2%/minus 4%..  The sharp drop in 2020 is again Covid related.  The next two or three years will 
show if the Covid pandemic has had a lasting effect on worship attendance. 
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Appendix 4:  Bethel Church Locations 
 

 
Figure A4-1:  Location of Bethel congregation from 1870 to 1957 

1) 1871 location on Zumbro Street, now 2nd Street SE.  This location is identified as behind the 
Northern Hotel in the 1922 history and on Zumbro Street in the Church Directory of the 
Rochester Post dated March 4, 1871.  In the directory it is called First Scandinavian Lutheran 
and the Pastor is identified as N. Jensen.  The Rochester Post identifies the Baptist Church that 
was purchased by Bethel on Zumbro Street one block east from Broadway. 

2) 1872 to 1882 location on Fifth Street, now Center Street.  This location is identified as “on 
Center Street between the present nurse’s home and the Salem Evangelical church and across 
the street from the Damon Hotel.”  The Damon Hotel was at the present site of the Kahler 
Hotel across from Methodist Hospital.  Figure A3-2 on the next page shows the location with 
an underline on an 1878 map.  Methodist Hospital presently occupies that whole block. 

3) 1882 to 1957 location at 214 3rd Avenue SW.  The parsonage purchased in 1876 is in the same 
quarter block as the church. 

4) The church location number 4 is described in the 1954 Bethel History and repeated in the 
1999 History, “the congregation purchased an old Baptist church located on what is now 2nd 
Street NW between 1st and 2nd Avenues.”  The histories give no citation, and I cannot verify 
the location.  The Baptist Church that was purchased in 1871 was on what is now 2nd Street SE 
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about one block from Broadway which would be between 1st and 2nd Avenue SE (position 1 on 
the map.)  I believe this is a misunderstanding of the initial location of the church building.  

Figure A4-2:  Location of Bethel from 1871 to 1882 

 
1878 Rochester Map showing Bethel location.  On this map, Bethel is identified as Nor. Luth. 
Ch. underlined at the top of the picture.  This is on the present site of Methodist Hospital. 

 
Figure A4-3:  Location of Bethel from 1882 to 1957 

 
Bethel was on Prospect Street, Present 3rd Avenue SW and is indicated by the red arrow.  The 
Mayo Guggenheim building presently occupies all of the lots on that half of block 17. The 
church parsonage is on the same lot at the bottom of the picture. 
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Appendix 5 Hans Urseth 1892 Hymn 
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Appendix 6 Norwegian to English changes 
All of the Lutheran groups that came to the United States began as foreign language 
organizations.  In one way or another they all faced the decision “when or do we change our 
church language to English?”  Bethel began as a Norwegian language church and remained so 
officially until the congregation voted to change to English in 1920.  However, as early as 1875 
there were occasional evening services in English.  When Hans Urseth began his ministry in 
1895, there began to be English evening services on a regular basis.  

Note that all of the 1893 entries in figure A6-1 on the next page are in Norwegian while 
beginning on line 18, the July 2, 1895 entry on figure A6-2, the second line is in English and 
every time there was an evening service, or an evening service and YPS (Young Peoples 
Society), it is written in English.  All other entries are in Norwegian.  I take this to mean that 
events that are recorded in English were presented in that language.  The written records varied 
from Norwegian to English and back to Norwegian between 1895 and 1912. 

In March 1906 when Reverend Oftedal was at Bethel, the records return to all Norwegian, but 
the notations for evening service, YPS and some other meetings contain the note “og Engl, or 
just “Eng” which indicates that these services continued in the English language even though the 
record of them was in Norwegian. 

By January 1, 1907, the Congregational meeting minutes changed from Norwegian to English 
and remained that way.  On October 14, 1907, the church record book changed to English.  The 
notations regarding Sunday services say morning and evening as usual which I take to mean that 
the morning services continued to be in Norwegian and the other events were in English.  At the 
1907 annual meeting, the question of language was addressed, and it was decided that the 
morning services should continue in Norwegian.  At the beginning of 1912, figure A6-3 shows 
the church records return to Norwegian with the notation in Norwegian when an event was in 
English. 

There was some conflict in the period from 1916 to 1919 when the use of Norwegian was 
stressed by Pastor Rodvik.  In this he was opposed by some of the membership, particularly the 
young people. 

This issue was finally resolved when a congregational vote in 1920 established English as the 
language of the church for all activities.  While several members resigned after that decision, that 
was the final word on the matter and when the new church building was erected in the mid-
1920s, the congregation was called Bethel English Lutheran Evangelical Church.  That name 
remained until 1963 when we simply became Bethel Lutheran Church. 
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Figure A6-1 1893 Record Page All in Norwegian language 

 

 
Figure A6-2 1895 Record Page with Evening Service, Etc. in English beginning with entry 18  

on June 2 
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Figure A6-3 Bethel Register with change back to Norwegian at the beginning of 1912. 
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Appendix 7 The Bethel Block 

 
Figure A7-1 The Bethel Block in 1954 

 
The figure above shows the lots on the Bethel block prior to any purchase by the church.  The 
table on the next page shows the dates that Bethel purchased the properties on the block along 
with the purchase price where it is known.  The names on Figure A6-1 are those listed in the 
Rochester Directory for 1954.  Those with names in parenthesis were likely empty lots at that 
time.  In later years houses owned by the people in parenthesis were built on those lots.  In 
several cases, the owners in 1954 were not the people from whom Bethel purchased the property 
due to prior sales. 
 
By 2004 when the new sanctuary was built, Bethel owned all of the lots on the block except 801 
4th Avenue SE.  This property had been offered at various times, but either with restrictions that 
the church was not willing to accept, or at a price above market value which the church was not 
willing to pay.   
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Bethel Property Purchase History 
 

Property Date Purchased Cost 
3rd Avenue   
810 Feeney March 1955 $20,000 
836 Urness June 1961 $50,000 
8XX-8YY 4 Empty Lots July 1956 $16,200 
862 Dzialdowski January 1978 $15,000 
866 Dripps January 1994 $60,000 
870 Huyber August 21, 1988 $41,500 
   
4th Avenue   
801 Petrich Not Purchased  
807 Watts November 10, 1985 $53,000 
815 Brown December 16, 1979 Agree Fair Price 
817 Cutshall October 25, 1978 $52,500 
825 Ness May 1990 $77,367 
829 Empty Lot (Jensen) September 1992 Contract for Deed 
837 Briese October 1998 $170,000 841 Wehrs October 1998 
845 Empty Lot (Har) August 1999 $251,000 849 Golod August 1999 
855 Empty Lot (Nichols) May 1998 *$199,500 
865 McIntyre September 1996 $58,000 
   
9th Street   
309 Schneider August 21, 1988 $25,000 
319 Aimli May 1998 *Sold with 855 

4th Ave 323 Thompson May 1998 
 
In the case of 815 and 829 4th Avenue SE, the church records indicate that the congregation 
approved the purchase of the property but does not give a purchase price. 
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Appendix 8 Bethel Endowment Fund 
In 1980 Bethel congregation received a bequest from the McKenzie estate in an initial amount of 
$5,075.63.  These funds were placed in a special account called McKenzie Estate special 
account.  When the final settlement of the estate was made, in 1983, the total amount was 
$30.476.85.  $4,216.48 of this was disbursed for use by the congregation and the remaining 
$26,260.37 was kept in the special account now called an endowment.  In the following year, 
another special account called McKenzie Estate Income was created to gather the income from 
the original account. 

During 1983, a third account called Scholarship Account was added to those called endowment 
making the endowment total $39,260.37.  By 1989, there were four funds in the endowment 
category with a total value of $63,640.20.  An endowment initially given in honor of Stan Eggler 
was renamed the Adult Education account as that was the purpose of the original grant.  In 1992 
a Youth Activities endowment was added.  In 1993 the undesignated account was added. 

The Bethel Foundation structure was planned as a proposed amendment to the Bethel 
Constitution in 1993.  In addition, the congregation voted to form a Bethel Foundation 
committee in order to experience the benefits of the foundation until it became a legally 
constituted part of the constitution.728  It was later discovered that the voice vote taken at the 
annual meeting was not valid to make constitution changes as that required a written vote.  The 
Foundation Board continued to act as an Ad Hoc committee until this issue was resolved. 

During 1993 the Foundation Board addressed the question whether they should be a foundation 
separate from Bethel or an Endowment Team which would report to the congregation and be a 
part of the church organization.  As a part of the organization the fund assets would not be 
protected from any judgements against Bethel whereas those in a separate foundation would be 
protected.729   

In a July 29, 1993 letter to Council chair Paul Wittmer, the Foundation committee reported that 
they had decided not to form a foundation, but instead establish a formal Endowment Fund.  The 
fund was to begin with the assets of the Adult Education, Youth Activities, Scholarship, and the 
McKenzie Estate Endowments.  They requested that the assets of the Music Endowment special 
account be controlled by the Worship Committee.  The plan was to ask the congregation to ratify 
these actions at the 1994 annual meeting.730  During the months leading up to the annual 
meeting, the Endowment Committee dealt with development of investment guidelines for the 
fund assists. 

The Bethel Endowment Team became an official standing committee of the congregation with 
Council representation by change to Article VII of the by-laws when constitutional changes were 
ratified at the annual meeting in 1994.  At this meeting, six endowment committee members 
were elected with staggered terms of one, two, and three years to officially form the first 
committee.731   
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During 1994 the committee explored the use of an outside fund manager to assist with fund 
management and asset investment strategy.  Until that decision was made, the funds remained at 
Piper Jaffery invested in mutual Funds.732  By May 1994 the funds were moved to accounts with 
Lutheran Brotherhood.  Among the reasons for the choice of Lutheran Brotherhood were their 
stability, investment philosophy, and their historical performance.733 

By 1995 there were six separate endowment accounts, five for special purposes and one 
undesignated.  In May 1996, the Endowment team requested that the McKenzie Estate 
Endowment name be changed to the Spiritual Emphasis Endowment which reflects the purpose 
of the money donated to this fund.734 

In 2001, the Robert Onkka Seminary Scholarship endowment was formed in honor of the 50th 
Anniversary of Pastor Onkka’s ordination in 1951.  A part of the $10,000 required to start a new 
endowment fund was designated from the R. Onkka Endowment special account.735  By 2019 
there are eleven separate endowment funds, ten of them are special purpose funds.   

One of the concerns for endowment funds is that the availability of funds is dependent on the 
total value of the endowment being greater than the donated value.  If the fund value is lower 
than the donated value, no money can be distributed.  This happened for a couple months early in 
2009 during a steep market decline when the market value dropped to about $805,000 while the 
donated amount was about $837,000.736  From that time on, the market value of the fund grew to 
exceed the donated amount so there has been no problem in that regard.  The figure below shows 
the fund balance over the years. 

 
Figure A8-1 Beginning of year Endowment Fund Values 
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Appendix 9 Drama 
The Bethel Drama Committee (now Team) was formed to present religious drama to provide a 
visual sense of the stories in the Bible.  In addition to full scale drama presentations, the group 
also presented a few dinner theater events over the years.  One example was “Uncle Phil’s 
Diner” which was presented in February 2006.737 

The Last Supper Drama began playing at Bethel in 1995.  By 1997 over 1500 people had 
enjoyed the performance.738  At the September 1997 Council meeting the Drama Committee 
requested funding for the Last Supper production as the costs were getting beyond the ability of 
individuals to pay.  They were requested to submit a budget request for the next year.739  In 
October they began making plans for the production of The Promise in 1998.740  The drama 
productions during Lent in the first couple years drew over 1500 people.  By 2004, attendance 
was 300 people at two performances.741   

Once the new sanctuary was finished providing space for large productions, the Drama team 
reported on plans to produce “The Promise” with a cast of about 300 and the need for $10,000 to 
$12,000 in seed money to finance the first production.  They expected that ticket sales would 
allow the money to be repaid quickly and the production would become self-supporting in 
subsequent years.742  After investigating the request, the council agreed to lend the Drama team 
$10,000 from the Equity fund.743 

Single acts of the Promise were performed at worship services during 2005 and 2006 from 
Advent season through Lent.744  In 2006, the Drama team became the Promise Board. 

In September 2006 the Promise Board came to the council with a request for a further loan of 
$8,500 to $11,000.  This was needed due to a misunderstanding between the board and the 
church council regarding the previous $10,000 loan – the council believed that to be a one-time 
loan while the board thought it was that much for each of three years.  After much discussion the 
council agreed to loan an additional $10,000 with a strict pay back schedule.745 

There were some problems finding enough actors, particularly men for the roles in the Promise 
production.  Also, it was hard to get actors for eight productions, so the number was reduced to 
six for the 2007 production season.746 

In its first year of production, the Promise sold 3450 tickets with a gross income of $32,999.  The 
Promise Board used some of the money to make a payment on the startup loans from Bethel and 
the remainder for new lighting, staging, maintenance and storage of their costumes, etc.747  In 
addition to beginning to repay the loans from Bethel, the Drama team presented $1,000 checks to 
four different charities at worship services on November 22, 2009.748 

In 2012, the Drama team presented a new play called “The Miracle” with six performances 
during the Lentin season.749  In 2016 the Promise was again presented during lent.  Total 
attendance that year was 1,425.750  In 2019 a new drama called the Choice was produced. 
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Appendix 10 Social Missions Projects751 
The Social Missions Team at Bethel is the focus of both local and outside mission giving.  They 
coordinate many projects which provide financial and material assistance to people in need.  
They also designate the Bethel budgeted mission giving. 

Beginning in 1985, the Social Missions Team worked to support refugee families.  This effort 
continued through the years and some of the houses on the Bethel block were designated as 
Social Missions houses to be used to support the refugee program.  For many years Rod Daniels 
represented the team working with various refugee families.  In later years, Jean Mortenson, 
chair of the Social Missions team headed the effort. 

During the Advent season, Christmas trees were placed in the narthex to enable congregation 
members to donate to various programs.  That year the sharing trees asked for items and prayers 
for the people of Tanzania.  In later years, the sharing trees were used to collect hats and mittens 
for local schools to give to children that come without and for small gifts to “support our troops” 
which were packed and sent to appropriate locations for distribution. 

In November 2003, the Social Missions Team coordinated the shipment of seventy-eight manual 
controlled hospital beds that had been replaced at Samaritan Bethany to Tanzania.  A shipping 
container was purchased and for a time was parked at the end of the Bethel parking lot.  When 
the beds were ready to be packed Bethel member Steve Yaggy volunteered the services of his 
trucking company to assist volunteers to package the beds and fit them into the container and 
then transported the container to Global Health Ministries in Minneapolis where it was filled 
with other useful medical equipment before being was shipped.752  Once it arrived at its 
destination, the container was emptied and then used as an office.  Lacking a crane or other 
means to remove the container from the truck that delivered it, it was simply securely tied to a 
tree and the truck moved off leaving it behind. 

For many years during March, the Social Missions Team has worked on Minnesota Food Share 
to collect food for Channel One to be given to those in need of extra food.  There is typically a 
challenge given to the congregation which if achieved, one of the pastors will do something 
usually ridiculous.  In 2003 they collected one hundred forty pounds of food and $3,003 was 
donated.  That enabled Channel 1 to provide 15,127 meals to those in need.  In that year, Pastor 
Hauschild agreed to dye his hair green if 5,000 meals or cash equivalent were provided.   

 
Pastor Wahl contemplating 

wearing a Cheese Head 

One of the more interesting challenges was when Pastor Wahl 
who is an avid Vikings fan, agreed to wear a Packers Cheese 
Head if the goal of 4,000 boxes of Mac and Cheese was 
achieved.  Not thrilled by the idea of actually being touched by 
Packers paraphernalia, when he appeared to carry out his 
promise, he first put on a Vikings cap to protect him from 
contamination and then donned the Cheese Head over the top.  A 
good time was had by all and Channel One benefited from a  
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total of $2,998.01 and 1,629 boxes of mac and cheese which calculated to 4,627 boxes.  
Minnesota Food share month is an annual event at Bethel that benefits many in the local area. 

In 2004 the team ran its first plant sale which was planned to help fund a project called, 
Restoring the Soil, Planting Seeds of Hope, a land restoration project for the Lutheran Institute in 
Kiomboi, Tanzania.  This first sale earned $5,300 including a Thrivent match.  The next year 
they supported Iambi Hospital in Tanzania with $3,860.  This sale was a yearly project helping 
various charities both locally and internationally until 2015. 

Another project, the Food for Kidz program, has packed meals for children given both locally 
and nationally.  The Food for Kidz organization provides the packaging equipment and the food 
while the Bethel group organizes labor coming from all over Rochester and beyond and pays for 
the food.  This once-a-year project began in 2007 and has continued to today, packing up to 
100,000 or more meals in a day. 

Beginning in 2010 the group sponsored two “Christmas in July” trees.  The first year one tree 
was used for donations of lunch items for Channel One and the second for Support our troops 
items.  Recently they have been used to gather items used during the Rochester Mission Trip. 

The Rochester Mission Trip was started by Social Missions in 2011 and has been a yearly event 
since that time.  This is a two-to-three-day occasion for congregation members to assist 
charitable groups within the city.  The activities are divided into morning, afternoon, and evening 
projects so people can choose one activity or more during the event.753  The projects are suitable 
for all ages and draw many interested congregation members to assist. 

In June 2012, a new policy regarding payment of travel costs for staff accompanying mission 
trips was adopted by the council.  This change had been requested earlier by the Social Missions 
team and was written by Pastor Wahl.754  The purpose of the policy was to document the 
financial assistance that staff members could expect when accompanying mission trips, many of 
which are organized or supported by Social Missions. 

In addition to their own projects, the Social Missions team designates mission dollars from the 
congregation’s annual budget as well as money that is earned by the team or from donations 
made and intended for missions.  In a given year they designate around $100,000, about sixty 
percent of which is not in the Bethel budget. 
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Appendix 11 The Bethel Quilters755 
Starting about 1960 the women of Bethel began making quilts.  According to June Hain, there 
were about 8 women making quilts when they first started.  They worked in the old fellowship 
hall in the church basement which is the same area they work in today.  In addition to working 
hard on quilts, the women took time for coffee and fellowship.  That has not changed either and 
the lunches are something to behold.   A picture from the 1970’s shows them having a noon meal 
together so quilting times seem to have varied with the years.  The present group works from 8 
A.M. to 11 A.M. on Tuesday mornings. 

A picture dated 1977 shows quilts that were made for Lutheran World Relief.  In addition, 
layettes, sewing and health kits, school kits, and nursing home items are shown so they 
apparently worked on more than just quilts at that time as they do today. 

In 1985 the quilts were made for the Good Earth Village auction.  A note on the same page says 
that over 100 quilts were donated and sold at the auction.  The next few pages of the picture book 
show an outdoor auction, so this probably took place at the Good Earth Village site.  The 1998 
picture of quilts sold at this auction list prices of $60 to $185 for a quilt.  In addition to regular 
sized quilts, baby quilts were on display for the 2000 auction. 

On October 16, 1986, the quilters took a trip to the Lutheran World Relief center in Minneapolis.  
Pictures taken that day show the quilts being packed in boxes to be shipped to sites where they 
could be distributed.  One picture shows a truck loaded with bales of quilts “headed to the east 
coast.” 

Twelve women are listed as quilters on an early 1990’s list.  They are shown working on quilts at 
a table and also holding up some of the quilts they have made. 

In addition to Lutheran World Relief, there are thank you notes from many other organizations, 
some of which are Sharing and Caring Hands in Minneapolis, Habitat for Humanity in Lee 
County Florida delivered by Dick and Gerry Prochaska, the Ronald McDonald House, a benefit 
auction for Chad Wood, Camp Knutson, and many other good causes.  In 2005, the quilts 
donated to Kamp Knutson sold for a total of $1,355. 

In 1996 there began to be displays of quilts on Thank Offering Sunday.  A quilters picture from 
2002 shows 19 women so the group had grown through the years. 

On November 3 and 4, 2007 the Bethel Friendly Quilters sale earned $2,374.  They donated 
much of that to the Rushford Lutheran Church Women to help in recovery from a flood they had 
suffered that year.  The pictures show the quilts displayed in the Narthex. 

The quilters 2012 roster had 36 women listed along with the treat schedule.  Today there are 
about 40 women on the list.  Not everyone is there every week, but they continue to produce an 
impressive number of quilts and other items for good causes locally and around the world.  
During 2018, they donated 536 quilts along with 204 pillowcases, 212 school kits plus baby care 
kits, personal care kits, and dress kits. 
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Appendix 12 The Covid Story 
The first Covid-19 case was identified in Wuhan, China on December 24, 2019.  The disease was 
found in the United States by January 20. 2020 with the first death on February 6, 2020.756  By 
March 1, the first case was discovered in Minnesota and quickly spread throughout the state.  
Governor Walz issued a State of Emergency on March 16 closing all non-essential businesses.  A 
shelter in place order was issued on March 25.757 

Bethel responded quickly to the emergency.  On March 15, all in-person services and meetings 
were canceled.  The Sunday services were only available on-line, and it was announced that mid-
week Lenten services would also be on-line only.758  By the end of April all church meetings and 
education were conducted via Zoom which enabled people with computers and smart phones to 
meet electronically.759   

A mortgage relief program from Thrivent Insurance Company allowed the church to pay 
mortgage interest only from April to July 15 and a Federal Paycheck Protection Program Loan 
provided for a loan of up to 2.5 times the monthly staff salaries to organizations that continued to 
pay staff salaries during this period.  Bethel met this requirement as staff worked mostly on-line 
during this period.760  $197,500 was received from the IRS in August 2022.  $82,500 of this was 
applied to the Stucco project, $90,000 was used for a security upgrade, and $25,000 was used for 
roof repair and other repair projects.761  

As Bethel investigated new ways to present worship services and other group activities the need 
for better audio-visual equipment was identified.  In particular, better cameras and higher speed 
internet were needed to present real time services on-line.762  At the June 20, 2020 council 
meeting, Pastor Wahl reported that Bethel’s first baptism via Zoom would be administered in the 
next month.763  That was the baptism of Leo John Machen with his parents, sponsors, and other 
family members in attendance at the 8:00 A.M. service on July 19.764  Baptisms and weddings 
continued at this service throughout the summer with immediate family only witnessing the 
ceremony in-person.765 

By June 28, 2020, the equipment update had proceeded so that the worship service could be live 
streamed.766  This service was recorded with livestream at an 8 A.M. service and the same 
service was available online shortly after the end of that service.  At 9:30 A.M. that morning a 
worship service with 50 attendees was modeled to prepare for future in-person opportunities.  
Registration was required and seating was restricted to every third pew to promote social 
distancing.  Masks were required for anyone in the Bethel facility and cleaning routines were 
developed to protect the people using the facility.767  Figure A12-1 is a screen shot from the May 
16, 2021 service that shows the social distancing and masking by congregation members.   

Limited attendance Sunday services at 9:30 A.M. began during July 2020 and the Saturday night 
service was added in August.  Through the summer, the number of attendees at worship services 
rose from the initial 50 to 150 by September 13.768  Once in-person worship began, Merle 
Savage became the Bethel Cantor.  He sang most of the verses of hymns and the liturgy 
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responses to limit congregational singing which could be a major source of spread of the virus.  
While in-person services and meetings were allowed through this time, there were still 
restrictions on food and coffee service.769 

  
           Figure A12-1  May 15, 2021 Worship screen shot.  Attendance data shows 135 people 

attended this service, 37 of whom are visible in the picture. 
In August 2020 printed versions of the Bethel E-news were made available in a box outside the 
front door for members who did not have a computer.  A phone messaging system was set up to 
inform those members of important events and changes to scheduled events.770 

One way to gather for services and communion was found by using a short-range FM radio 
transmitting on FM 88.1 to people in their cars in the Bethel parking lot.  This began with the 
Ascension Day service on May 21, 2020.  This service was attended by 120 cars and an 
estimated 240 people.  Wednesday communion services became a regular feature in the parking 
lot beginning the first week in June with services at 9 A.M. Noon, and 4 P.M. led by Bethel 
pastors and a 7 P.M. service featuring the Gate of Life leadership.  These four services continued 
to be attended by a total of about 250 communicants two Wednesdays each month.771  
Communion was administered to the people in their cars.  A team of two servers wearing 
appropriate masks and gloves administered the communion elements by first placing the wafer 
on a plate which was passed to the communion recipient and then offering the wine in a plastic 
cup which was retained by the person receiving it.  This enabled the recipients and administrators 
to maintain social distancing throughout the service and did not require special cleanup of the 
communion utensils.  These mid-week parking lot services continued until May 16, 2021.772 
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Figure A12-2 below is a photo of one of those drive up services.  The altar cross and podium 
were located on a moveable platform in front of the entrance to the narthex. 

 
Figure A12-2 Cars parked for Bethel parking lot services  

(Photo from Salt and Pepper Photography) 
Also, during May 2020, a Reengagement Task Force led by Pastor Anjanette Bandel was created 
to follow the course of the disease in Olmsted county and make recommendations regarding 
procedures to safely engage in the work of the church during this time.773  Beginning June 1, 
2020, the Bethel office was opened on a limited basis from 9 A.M. until Noon.  Safety protocols 
were posted on the entry doors for those wishing to enter at this time.774  When possible, during 
the summer and fall, Bethel teams met outdoors instead of on-line.775 

After investigating means of meeting virtually and being able to vote while meeting Bethel 
constitutional written ballot requirements, a virtual meeting was held on June 7 for the purpose 
of calling a new executive pastor.776  The meeting was held via Zoom with most of the attendees 
on their computers with audio and video and a few were connected by phone without video.  A 
list of those attending the meeting was taken and then those people voted either by coming to the 
Bethel parking lot where their names were checked off and they were given a ballot, or by 
sending a ballot by mail  Four hundred members met in this zoom meeting and 395 of them came 
to the Bethel parking lot to cast their ballot.  The remaining five home bound members cast their 
ballots by mail.  The next Sunday it was announced that Pastor Anjanette Bandel had been 
elected as Bethel’s new executive pastor.777  

On July 4, the Neighborhood Outreach team prepared 300 hot dog lunches that could be picked 
up in the Bethel parking lot and used for picnics in lieu of a Bethel gathering.  One hundred 
seventy five of those lunches were distributed and the remainder were delivered to shut ins, 
homeless, and a hospice.778   
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Rather than meeting indoors, the 6:30 A.M. bible study group met in the Columbarium area 
which provided space for social distancing.  Masks were required and each person brought a 
bible and their own chair.779 

Reservations for small group meetings began to be considered starting July 6, 2020.  
Considerations for granting approval were the number of people involved so that a room could 
be assigned to ensure proper social distancing and to plan cleanup of the space after the meeting 
was completed.780 

The annual Rochester Mission Trip in early August 2020 was changed to feature at-home 
projects and limited attendance service projects at Bethel and at organizations in the community.  
Seventy-five participants completed at home projects for Rochester schools, Children’s Cancer 
program, Ronald McDonald House, Paws and Claws, and the Dorothy Day House.  Small groups 
of people also went to Channel One, Samaritan Bethany, and Family Service Rochester to 
engage in on-site projects.781 

The restrictions on meetings and the understanding that singing was a significant source of the 
spread of the virus had an impact on the Bethel music program.  At first special music during the 
services consisted of instrumental numbers such as the piano-cello duet on March 22 or a soloist 
with or without piano accompaniment like Brock Besse’s solo at the Easter sunrise service on 
April 12, 2020.  The Easter festival service provided the first use of technology (Zoom video) to 
present choral music without the choir being present in one place.  Figure A12-3 shows the 
presentation screen as the choir sang the anthem.  This also allowed the singers to record and 
review their selections before sending them for inclusion in the anthem. 

 
  Figure A12-3 Screen shot of Bethel Choir Easter April 20, 2020.  Melissa Almer,  

the sign language interpreter is in the lower right of the screen 
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Music practice continued to be held on Wednesday evening via zoom.  The choir was able to 
practice the upcoming music and then individuals taped their parts of the service at home.  When 
taping their parts, each individual had their own particular notes in their earphone so they could 
know what and when to sing allowing synchronization of the parts when by Bethel’s Minister of 
Music, Brock Besse combined them to produce the anthem.782   

Not all choir members chose to sing in this manner.  Twenty choir members rehearsed and sang 
the Easter hymn, “Thine is the Glory.”  This was played on the Bethel screens at the service and 
much appreciated by those watching it on their computers or on TV.  While the use of 
instrumental and vocal solos and duets continued live, the choir, and later the Bethel Brass began 
to appear at Sunday services via video edited by Brock.  During the summer, the choir was able 
to practice outdoors instead of via Zoom which was appreciated.   

The editing of individual recordings into an anthem also allowed some experimentation with 
music delivery such as when Matt Wallace played all six parts of the selection on his euphonium 
for the worship service on July 12, 2020.783 

Vacation Bible School in 2020 was held via Zoom.784  There was no Confirmation Camp that 
year due to the Covid restrictions but teaching packets were prepared for the students who would 
have attended.785  In early September 2020, the confirmation program for 7th and 8th graders 
kicked off with seventy-one students and their parents attending the meeting either virtually or 
in-person.  In addition to on-line classes, the fall Sunday School met in Bethel Hall with family 
groups in small units limited to a total of sixteen groups while the older students continued to 
meet via Zoom.786  The Children Youth and Family team had a drive through for Sunday School 
students to pick up materials for the coming year.787  Plans were also in place to move to online 
in case the Covid situation in Olmsted county got worse.788 

The limited space and air volume in Room 115 was a concern so that by October the Adult 
Education Sunday Forum was moved to the chapel which had more air volume and allowed 
more space for proper social distancing.789  The restrictions on food and beverage service meant 
that the Forum attendees did not have their usual coffee and cookie with the presentations. 

As the fall 2020 music program began, five groups were practicing virtually and two in-
person.790  The Handbells and the orfestra met in-person with the required social distancing in 
the fall.  This is possible for small music groups such as these as there is no singing involved to 
spread the virus.791  Wednesday May 26, the first in-person choir practice took place outside in 
the Bethel courtyard.792  Figure A12-4 below shows them practicing in the Bethel courtyard. 
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Figure A12-4 First outdoor choir practice 

Through the summer of 2020 the 8 A.M. service was available for the Rochester deaf community 
to attend with the ALS interpreter and for baptisms.  Beginning October 4 this service was 
opened to Bethel members by reservation, like the Saturday 6 P.M. and Sunday 9:30 A.M. 
services.  This was done to allow more people to personally attend the celebrations of Pastor 
Wahl’s ministry at Bethel prior to his retirement in October.793  Drive-in Communion continued 
through January 2021.794  Restrictions for funerals and weddings were in place to allow a limited 
number of people at the event while providing proper social distancing.  Another restriction was 
with regard to food service which needed to be catered and carefully served. 

The Food for Kidz program did not meet at Bethel in the fall of 2020 due to lack of proper space 
in the Bethel facilities.  Fund raising for this program was low so the Bethel team cooperated 
with Gloria Dei and Holy Spirit Churches to raise funds.  The Southern Minnesota area Food for 
Kidz organization recommended financial support be provided and a limited number of 
volunteers could come to their facility in Stewartville to work.795 

To provide better quality to the livestream services HD cameras were installed in September 
2020.  These cameras would also provide better picture quality for on-line presentations at 
Bethel meetings and other online events.796 

When the Covid cases and hospitalizations in Olmsted County increased significantly in 
November 2020 the Bethel Sunday School moved to all online.  To brighten the Christmas 
season the Children Youth and Families team organized a live drive through nativity scene in the 
Bethel parking lot on December 19, 2020.  A collection for Channel 1 at this event resulted in 
$2516.00 donated to the organization which would provide 10,000 meals.  At the same time, all 
remaining Adult Education Sunday Forum classes were cancelled and rescheduled to the 
2021/2022 class year.797  In-person worship was also cancelled until January 16, 2021 when 
seating was again restricted to promote social distancing.798   
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 Figure A12-5 below shows the weekly count of cases per 100,000 population in Olmsted 
County.  This information along with vaccinations and hospitalizations was used to determine 
Bethel’s facility rules for the following period.  

 
Figure A12-5 Covid cases in Olmsted County per 100,000 people 

Downloaded from https://Covid.cdc.gov/Covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home 18 April 2023 
By February 2021, an application was sent for Bethel staff to receive the Covid vaccine.  This 
application was approved and on April 5, Parish Nurse Kathy Ferguson sent an email to all on-
site staff providing a link which allowed them to register for the Covid vaccine from Olmsted 
County Public Health services.799   

In March the Gate of Life service resumed on Sunday at 10:30 A.M. with drive in services the 
second and fourth Sundays of each month.  Lentin plans included drive-in communion at 9:00 
A.M. and 12:00 P.M. plus services at 5:30 P.M. in livestream video with limited in-person 
attendance.  Registration was required for the in-person services.  A virtual Bethel brass number 
was planned for Easter Sunday with the hand bells playing in-person.800  The Easter services 
were attended by nearly 1600 people about two thirds of whom were on-line.801  This compares 
with an average of 2250 attendees at pre-Covid Easter services.802 

May 19, 2021 was the last Wednesday drive in service with communion.  At the beginning of 
May more baptisms were performed at regular services and the 8:00 A.M. family baptism service 
that had been used due to Covid restrictions was phased out.  Also at that time, the pastors began 
to greet worshipers at the outside doorway after each service.  Hymnals were placed back in the 
pew racks and the ushers began to hand out bulletins to worshipers.  By mid-May the maximum 
in-person limit for worship was raised to 200 and pre-registration was no longer required for 
those services.803  To accommodate more people, the center pews were no longer restricted but 
to protect unvaccinated children and to allow more congregational singing, masks were still 
required.804 
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Also in May, Pastor Burggraff resumed in-person bible studies and he announced that visitation 
opportunities were opening up as the Covid restrictions were relaxed.  During the weekend of 
May 29-30, 2021, there was no longer a limit to worship attendance.  By June masks were 
recommended but not required for the Bethel facility.  Beginning on June 20, communion 
services were held inside with the servers wearing masks.  The last drive-in service was held in 
the Bethel parking lot on July 4, 2021.805 

As shown on figure A12-5 above, the Covid case count began to rise again toward the end of 
July 2021 so masks were again required in the Bethel facility.  However, because there were a 
considerable number of people who were now fully vaccinated, in-person attendance was not 
restricted and the worship schedule returned to per-Covid hours806 

During July, 2021, Pastor Bandel began holding lawn chair book events near the columbarium.  
In addition, the restrictions on food service were relaxed so that coffee and cookies could be 
served outdoors after services and food service at weddings and funerals resumed.807 

Music activities for the chancel choir, Bethel brass, blessings, sing for joy, bells, and orfestra 
continued but the children’s choir and the orchestra did not practice due to social distancing 
problems with these groups.808  In addition the Social Mission team postponed the Fall 2021 
Food for Kidz fill event until March 12, 2022.809  The first full pack event was held at Bethel 
November 5, 2022 

Since the Olmsted county Covid case count remained high into the fall 2021, many other planned 
events were cancelled.  In addition, the number of hymn verses sung by the congregation were 
reduced to limit the spread of the virus.  Congregational singing was not eliminated since singing 
is such an important part of Lutheran Worship.810 

During October 2022 Pastor Bandel conducted Confirmation interviews via Zoom but Young In 
Spirit met for the first time since February 2020 and Staff Recognition was held at the November 
13 and 14 services.811  The traditional Thanksgiving meal served by Bethel was canceled but the 
Neighborhood Outreach Team provided gift cards for the area schools to aid families in need for 
the holiday.  Thirty $50.00 gift cards were distributed to the local schools for this purpose.812 

The high vaccination rates did allow some activities to continue with due allowance for social 
distancing.  Rally day in September proceeded as planned and in October Children’s Ministry 
hosted a drive in “Trunk or Treat event” that was held in the Bethel parking lot.  Bibles were 
presented to the second-grade students on September 25 and 26 and first communion was served 
to forty fifth and sixth grade students on November 20 and 21.  For students that had completed 
the confirmation program, an Affirmation of Baptism service was held on October 31, 2021.813  

During December 2021 the Christmas Concert of music groups from Rochester churches was 
held on December 15 and the Children’s Christmas Program was held on December 19 and 20 
with careful planning on the part of Children’s Ministry to provide social distancing during this 
event.  With the high Covid case counts in the area, worship attendance was about one-half pre-
Covid numbers.  The live stream of the services offered a good option for those who still wished 
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to worship at 9:00 A.M. with an average of 180 people participating either by livestream or 
watching the service on YouTube later on Sunday.814  Christmas Eve and the Christmas Day 
services were held with parishioners in attendance and was also available by livestream.815  A 
total of almost 1500 people attended during this time.816 

The figures A12-6 and A12-7 below illustrate the many ways of presenting the worship service 
that developed over the period that the Covid pandemic limited social interaction to various 
degrees.  Figure A12-6 shows attendance at the various means of worship during 2020.  From 
January through March 5, 2020 normal worship services were held, from then until June 5 only 
on-line worship was available.  Starting June 5, a Wednesday drive in service began and in July 
in-person worship returned.  With high Covid transmission in Olmsted county returning in 
November only on-line and drive in worship was permitted. 

 
Figure A12-7 shows a similar chart of worship attendance at the various offerings in 2021.  Note 
that as worshippers returned to the Sunday 9 A.M. service and later to the other services that 
were available pre-Covid,  the number of people watching online decreased.  Beginning about 
August attendance at both the 9 A.M. in-person service and the YouTube on-line service 
increased slightly.   
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Because the Covid case count in Olmsted County remained high and there was a masking 
mandate for the city of Rochester, masking remained in effect and the pews were again restricted 
to every third row for social distancing.  Limited fellowship after services and for funerals and 
weddings continued to be allowed.817  Offering plates began to be passed by the ushers again 
beginning with the Ash Wednesday 2022 services.  The children’s offering at services also 
resumed at that time.818 

The Rochester food shelves opened again early in 2022, so Social Missions planned to feature 
Minnesota Food Share again during March.819  Since Channel One restricted offerings to 
monetary gifts, envelopes were placed in the pew racks during March.820   

By April 2022, the cases in Olmsted County were much lower and it was decided that masks 
could again become an option in the Bethel facility.  Ropes remained in place in some of the side 
aisle pews for people that did not feel comfortable without the social distancing that provided.  
With the lower-case levels and higher vaccination rates the Re-engagement team decided they no 
longer needed to meet on a weekly basis.  Also, the in-person children’s word returned to Bethel 
services on March 15, 2022.821  At their July meeting, the Health Cabinet noted that Covid levels 
in Olmsted County were now low and the mask signs were removed from the front door.822 

In April 2022 Augsburg began reducing their use of the Bethel facility due to increases in remote 
learning.  This reduced the rental income significantly as their monthly rental changed from 
$7200 to $2750 per month.823  Terra O’Brien, the Bethel Business Administrator then began 
looking for other tenants to use the space made available by this move. 

Planning for Vacation Bible School was back to the Pre-Covid model for the 2022-2023 school 
year.  This included on site classes with Good Earth Village councilors and one day at the 
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camp.824  Also, the Childrens Ministry team prepared a video to encourage children to return to 
in-person Sunday School for the 2022-2023 school year.  Increased Sunday school registration 
indicated that the children were returning to in-person classes and their parents were 
volunteering to teach.825  Confirmation camp for 2022 was held at Good Earth Village.  There 
were four other churches sharing the camp with Bethel during this week.  This year the students 
were at the camp during the day but returned home at night.826 

At the May Council meeting Pastor Bandel noted that three of five weddings officiated by Bethel 
Pastors during 2022 were scheduled off-site.827  This is a change from pre-Covid years and is 
probably a combination of a social change in wedding planning, cost, and experience during the 
Covid years.828  Off-site weddings are also more popular because of the desire to serve alcohol at 
wedding receptions. 

By the fall of 2022, most of the Children Youth, and Families programs were back to near 
normal.  The challenge remaining was for families to feel comfortable to bring their children 
back to in-person classes.829  Congregational activities began to feel normal for the Pastoral staff 
at Easter 2023.   

The Title 42 Emergency Health Authority ended on May 12, 2023.  This marked the end of 
Covid-19 emergency act by the United States Government and indicated the end of the Covid 
restrictions in the United States.   

One remaining concern has been to track any changes in worship attendance by the people in the 
congregation due to the pandemic with regard to numbers and the mode of attendance.   

Figure A12-8 below shows the Bethel worship attendance from 2014 through 2022.   
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The 2014 to 2019 average data does not include on-line viewers as that data was not included in 
the attendance reports.  Looking at the on-line views at that time it appears that about 30 people 
viewed the videos each week, which would increase the attendance by about 3 per cent.   

The drop in attendance in the sixth week of 2020 was due to a snowstorm but the drop beginning 
in week 11 was due to the beginning of the Covid pandemic.  There was significant variation in 
attendance after the pandemic began as people searched for a means to worship that was 
comfortable for them.  Attendance in 2020 was significantly below the average attendance in 
previous years as is shown in Figure A3-1 above.  The large increase in attendance beginning 
with week 14 of 2020 was due to many members finding the worship service on YouTube in 
time for Easter worship.830  Attendance improved in the succeeding years as more means of 
worship were provided.  Except for lower attendance in January to March in 2021 and 2022, total 
worship attendance appears to have returned to normal.   

While membership did not decrease during the pandemic, Figures A3-1 and A3-2  show a 
significant drop in attendance and thus the per cent of members attending each week in 2020 due 
to the beginning of the Covid pandemic.  As time went on, Bethel members found the on-line 
worship services and then with the introduction of a vaccine they began to feel more comfortable 
returning to in-person worship.  By 2022, the weekly average attendance was similar to previous 
years but the mode of attendance has changed as many members continue to follow the on-line 
worship services rather than return to in-person worship.  We will need to follow attendance 
patterns in the next few years to better understand any permanent changes that may have 
occurred due to this pandemic. 
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End Notes 
 

1 I have included only pastors who had a call to serve Bethel in this list.  There were many other men, especially in 
the first 50 years, who had an agreement to preach during a pastoral vacancy but had no specific call.  Also intern 
pastors who are not included. 

2 Photo of Pastor Jensen was taken in 1868 and was provided by Jim Skree who is co-archivist at Cross of Christ 
Lutheran Church in Houston, MN.  The remaining pastoral photos in this history are from a collection of past 
Pastors of Bethel in the hallway outside the church office.  Unless otherwise noted, all the pastor’s pictures come 
from the authors photos of these pictures.  These pastoral pictures were first placed in the Bethel lounge as part of 
the 100-year celebration according to the May 20, 1969, Council minutes. 

3 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 1. 
4 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 33. 
5 Most of the information regarding Pastor Jensen’s activities prior to coming to Bethel in 1869 was provided 

courtesy of Jim Skree in an attachment to an email dated May 5, 2021.   
6 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 13, 23.  There are 21 signatures after the Norwegian version of the 

constitution and 49 members who pledged for the support of the congregation are listed on page 23. 
7 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 5.  The original constitution added the phrase “of the unaltered 

Augsburg Confession. 
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concrete evidence in the Bethel records of such a split.  See Note 27 below for details. 

9 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1929. 
10 1922 Constitution and Bylaws of Bethel English Lutheran Church.  End note in the 1961-1963 Council book. 
11 1870 Census for State of Minnesota, Houston County city of Houston, Book S, page 1110. Skree email 

attachment.  In addition to his wife and family, Pastor Jensen’s sister, Sina, lived with them.  The census record 
lists Hanna’s age as 28 and Sina’s as 42 which originally led me to believe that Sina was his wife and Hanna was 
a younger helper for Sina. 

12 Since Bethel remained associated with Augsburg Seminary, I use the term “associated” with the Conference as it 
was not until 1877 that there is a clear reference to the Conference membership in Bethel records (see page 5). 

13 Lutherans in North America, Nelson, Ed, Fortress, Philadelphia, 1975, pp. 189, 280, A History of Luther 
Seminary, Granquist, Mark, Fortress, 2019, page 70. 

14 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran_Free_Church 
15 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page-29.  Rochester Post January 28, 1871.  In the Church Bulletin in the 
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16 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 29. 
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18 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 32. 
19 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 27. 
20 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, pages 29-32.  The records do not indicate why the reorganization was 

necessary.  This may have been to legalize the purchase, or as the 1939 history relates, there may have been some 
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21 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922.  Rochester Post, September 9, 1871 and October 7, 1871, The Damon Hotel 
was at the present location of the Kahler Hotel.  The church was located on what is now Methodist Hospital 
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22 Picture from a Plate associated with the 100-year anniversary of Bethel.  This picture is from before the parlor was 

added in 1910. 
23 Rochester Post, March 4, 1871 church directory on an inside page.  This is the first appearance of a Lutheran 

church in the newspaper Church Directory.  The church name in the directory is First Scandinavian Lutheran and 
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24 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page-32-33. 
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27 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page-35, 38. 
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30 Rochester Post, May 9, 1874, page 3, col 2. 
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32 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 42. 
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34 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page  42. 
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36 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, pp. 133-135. 
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42 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 48. 
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44 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, p. 281. 
45 Nelson, E. Clifford, Ed. The Lutherans in North America, p. 190. 
46 Olmsted County Marriage Records on microfilm at the Olmsted County Historical Museum, 1872 to 1880, box 4 

file number 195316. Page 414 of section F.   Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891.  It is interesting to 
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47 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, page 8. 
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afford a full-time pastor to team with others in a parish agreement to share costs. 
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55 Nelson, E. Clifford, Ed.  Lutherans in North America, p. 296. 
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congregation until Pastor Hansen came to Bethel in 1920. 
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60 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 87. 
61 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, pages 85 and 88. 
62 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
63 https://www.naha.stolaf.edu/pubs/nas/volume26/vol26_8.htm#r16, downloaded 28 Mar 2019. 
64 https://www.augsburg.edu/about/history/ 
65 Nelson, E. Clifford, Ed. The Lutherans in North America. Page 287 
66 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, pp. 37, 66. 
67 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 83.  At the February 1882 meeting the congregation discussed how 

often they wanted services and what to pay the pastors who provided them.  They decided to pay $14 per service 
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68 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, pp. 137-138. 
69 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
70 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 99. 
71 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, See record of baptisms, marriages, communions, and the pastor record 

for the year 1894. 
72 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 98. 
73 https://nbl.snl.no/John_H_Blegen.  Note that the date that a pastor announces his resignation and the date that they 
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74 https://www.naha.stolaf.edu/pubs/nas/volume26/vol26_8.htm. 
75 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 94. 
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77 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, page 11. 
78 Ladies Aid Minutes 1915 to 1919. January 3, 1918, January 2, 1919, and April 3, 1919. 
79 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, pp. 14 and 17.  While the Bethel picture spelling of his name is 
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80 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, page 100. 
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82 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887, insert in page 108. 
83 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 1.  The 1922 history indicates that the congregation “awarded” Pastor 
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84 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
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87 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, pp 14, 17.  Bethel Record Book 1891 – 1916 p. 1. 
88 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
89 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 44. 
90 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
91 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, pages 44, 50. 
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95 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 52. 
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101 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Young_People’s_Society_of_Christian_Endeavour. 
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104 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 64. 
105 Bethel Record Book 1891 – 1916, p. 3. 
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both at Augsburg. 
107 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F._Melius_Christiansen#cite_note-auto-1 
108 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
109 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 65. 
110 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 77-80. 
111 Lutherans in North America, Nelson, Ed, p. 341. 
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113 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 48. 
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116 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, pages 77-83. 
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they really had made a choice without formalizing it. 

118 Constitution and By-Laws of the Bethel English Lutheran Church Filed March 14, 1922, page 4 Article XII 
Church Connection. 

119 Lutherans in North America, Nelson, Ed, p. 337. 
120 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 71.  He announced his decision to the congregation with a one-day 

notice before he needed to prepare for his teaching duties.  Since his letter of call (see page 11) required three 
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call. 

121 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 70. 
122 Blegen, Theodore, Norwegian Migration to America, Haskell, New York, 1940.  p. 534, Lutherans in North 

America, Nelson, Ed, p. 341. 
123 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 73. 
124 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 74. 
125 https://augsburg.planmylegacy.org/auggies-give/auggie-entrepreneur-honors-grandfather 
126 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 76. 
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128 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 89. 
129 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, pages 92-93. 
130 Ancestry.com record for Olaf Jorgen Flagstad. 
131 Bethel Record Book 1891 – 1916 p. 15. 
132 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
133 Congregational Meetings 1888 – 1917, page 100.  Like Pastor Urseth, Pastor Flagstad’s letter of call (see page 
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138 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
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146 Bethel Record Book 1891 – 1916 p. 139. 
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160 Congregational Meetings 1888-1917, page 148. Minutes of January 12, 1912 congregational meeting. 
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169 Bethel Record Book 1891 – 1916 pp. 99 to 103. 
170 Bethel Record Book 1891 – 1916 p.155.  One of the positive aspects of Bethel’s close association with Augsburg 

Seminary was the availability of ordained clergy for ordination and installation services.  Dunn, David. History 
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172 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
173 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922.  Congregational Meetings 1888-1917, page 162, Minutes of February 27, 
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176 Congregational Meetings 1888-1917, page 169, Minutes of May 26, 1917 business meeting. 
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178 Findings of the Board of Organization of the Lutheran Free Church pertaining to the controversy in Bethel 

Lutheran Congregation, Rochester, Minn.   
179 Congregational Meetings 1888-1917, Minutes of October 29, 1917 business meeting. 
180 Anonymous, History of Bethel, 1922. 
181 Bethel Business meeting minutes April 29, 1918. 
182 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-German_sentiment 
183 Congregational Meetings 1888-1917, Minutes of April 30, 1916 business meeting. 
184 Congregational Meetings 1888-1917, Page 171 Minutes of February 26, 1917 business meeting and Bethel 

Record Book beginning in 1916.  pp 266-267. 
185 Ladies Aid Minutes for 1915 to 1919. April 3, 1919 
186 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. pp 1-3, January 14, 1918. 
187 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. p 6, March 25, 1918. 
188 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. p 5, March 25, 1918. 
189 The present Robert’s Rules of Order states that tabled motions expire at the next regularly called meeting if not 

acted upon.  Telephone conversation with Bethel member and regular parliamentarian Ron Jensen, May 13, 
2020.  While those rules may not have been available in 1918, the result was the same. 

190 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. p 7, April 29, 1918. 
191 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. p 9, May 27, 1918. 
192 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. pp 11-12. 
193 Findings of the Board of Organization of the Lutheran Free Church pertaining to the controversy in Bethel 

Lutheran Congregation, Rochester, Minn.  Subsequent events show that a peace offering was made and likely 
rejected.  There was no reconciliation and the people opposed to Pastor Rodvik were removed from the 
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194 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. pp 11 to 14.  There is no record of when the inner mission began 
to support the congregation.  The only note I have found is an income item from the inner mission of $5.10 in the 
1904 treasurers report contained in the Jan 1916 annual meeting minutes.  

195 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_flu#Around_the_globe 
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198 Bethel Record Book beginning in 1916.  October and November 1918, page 271. 
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200 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. P 23, May 5, 1919. 
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205 Lutheran World Almanac for 1921. 
206 Bethel Business Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942.  May 26, 1919. 
207 Bethel Business Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. page 27, August 25, 1919.  Anonymous, History of Bethel, 

1922.  The author of this history implies that the members were ejected in August and were thus among those 
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were those who opposed Pastor Rodvik. 

208 Bethel Business Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. page 20, March 31, 1919.  If the wording of the peace offering 
was like the description in the meeting minutes, it is understandable that it was rejected. 

209 http://oursaviorscloquet.org/who-we-are/our-story. 
210 Daily Post and Record, Sept 3, 1919. 
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212 Bethel Business Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. page 30, October 27, 1920. 
213 Dunn, David. History of Zumbro Lutheran Church.  
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217 Bethel Business Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. page 49, July 28, 1920. 
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224 $1600 per year is almost twice what Pastor Huset received from Bethel.  The larger salary clearly shows that not 
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continue in the future. 
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244 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. p. 131. 
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255 Bethel Annual Meeting Minutes 1918 to 1942. p. 225. 
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261 Bethel Business Meeting Minutes for 1942 and 1944, pp. 5 and 19. 
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271 Bethel Business Meeting Minutes for 1955, p. 114. 
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274 Wolf, Lutherans in North America. P. 127 
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279 January 19, 1958 Special Meeting minutes in the 1956 to 1960 Council book. 
280 April 12, 1958 Special Meeting minutes in the 1956 to 1960 Council book. 
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arranged before his retirement.  Reverend Peterson’s letter dated November 11, 1959 stated his support of the 
council action and agreement to resign. 
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287 The minutes do not give the date of this meeting but do note it was held on Monday at 8 PM.  Due to the urgency 

of the matter before them, I assume it was held the next Monday which would have been October 19. 
288 November 27, 1959 Annual Meeting minutes in the 1956 to 1960 Council book. 
289 Pulpit committee report in the 1956 to 1960 Council book. 
290 Trustee’s minutes 1956-1960, Meeting minutes July 20, 1960. 
291 October 26, 1960 Annual Meeting minutes in the 1956 to 1960 Council book. 
292 July 16, 2019 conversation with June Hain. 
293 Special Deacons Meeting Minutes June 20, 1961 in the 1961-1963 Council Book. 
294 Board of Trustees Meeting June 13, 1961 in the Trustees Minutes 1957 – 1963. 
295 Pastor Heide’s report in Bethel English Lutheran Church Annual Meeting report January 13, 1963. 
296 Rochester Post Bulletin, February 14, 1986, page 24 Obituary of Andrew Urness. 
297 October 15, 1968 and November 19, 1968 Council minutes in the 1968 Council Book. 
298 Minutes of October 11 Special Congregational Meeting in the 1961-1963 Council Book. 
299 Council meeting minutes for October 10, 1962 in the 1961-1963 Council Book. 
300 Council meeting minutes for February 11, 1962, March 13, 1962, and February 13, 1963 in the 1961-1963 

Council Book. 
301 Special Congregational meeting minutes for January 10, 1963.  These changes were affirmed at the January 8, 

1964 special meeting. 
302 Bethel Annual for 1962-63. 
303 Council meeting minutes for May 9. 1963 in the 1961-1963 Council Book. 
304 Council meeting minutes for June 18. 1963 in the 1961-1963 Council Book. 
305 March 14, 1963 Council meeting minutes, March 23 special Council meeting minutes, and April 3, 1963 special 

congregational meeting minutes in the 1961-1963 Council Book.  
306 Amended Articles of Incorporation Bethel Lutheran Church, Original Copy. 
307 https://www.augsburg.edu/about/history/ 
308 https://www.ranfranzandvinefh.com/obituaries/dale-luther-mundahl Dale Luther Mundahl Obituary 
309 February 5, 1964 Annual Meeting of Bethel Lutheran Church minutes in the 1964 Council Book. 
310 May 4, 1964 Special Council meeting minutes in the 1964 Council Book. 
311 May 31, 1964 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1964 Council Book. 
312 September 9, 1964 Council meeting minutes in the 1964 Council Book. 
313 September 9, 1964 Council meeting minutes in the 1964 Council Book. 
314 February 7, 1965 Annual Meeting minutes in the 1966 Council Book. 
315 May 17, 1966 Council meeting minutes in the 1966 Council Book. 
316 February 6, 1966 Annual Meeting minutes in the 1967 Council Book. 
317 April 16, 1968 Council meeting minutes in the 1968 Council Book. 
318 November 8, 1966 Executive Committee meeting minutes in the 1966 Council Book. 
319 February 6, 1966 Annual Meeting Report from the President in the 1967 Council Book. 
320 Congregational Presidents report to the January 25, 1970 Annual meeting in the 1970 Council Book. 
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321 Ardell Brede, Report of the Chairman of the Council in the January 31, 1971 Annual meeting booklet.  At times 

in the ensuing years this lot was leased to the Mayo Clinic and later Olsted Medical Group for day time parking. 
322 www.postbulletin.com/dedication-support-give-voice-to-oudal-chorale/article_35c10831-76ff-5524-8128-

7b491f231c7d.html. 
323 June 15, 1965 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1965 Council Book. 
324 March 22, 1966 Executive Council meeting minutes in the 1966 Council Book. 
325 September 18, 1966 Council meeting minutes in the 1966 Council Book. 
326 May 7, 1967 Special Congregational meeting minutes in 1968 Council Book. 
327 May 16, 1967 Council Treasures report for April and August 1, 1967 Council Treasures report for June in the 

1967 Council Book. 
328 May 21, 1968 Council Minutes in the 1968 Council Book. 
329 September 10, 1968 Executive Committee minutes in the 1968 Council Book. 
330 October 8, 1968 Executive Committee minutes in the 1968 Council Book. 
331 Daily Journal (1960 to 2002). 
332 Council Chairman’s report to the January 25, 1970 Annual meeting in the 1970 Council Book. 
333 Council Chairman’s report to the January 25, 1970 Annual meeting in the 1970 Council Book. 
334 An audio recording of this service is available in the Bethel Archives. 
335 Centennial Plans – Bethel Lutheran Church under the May 1969 tab in the 1969 Council Book. 
336 February 17, 1970 Council minutes in the 1970 Council Book. 
337 April 20, 1971 Council minutes in the 1971 Council Book. 
338 September 28, 1971 Council minutes in the 1971 Council Book. 
339 August 15, 1972 Council minutes in the 1972 Council Book 
340 February 8, 1972 Annual meeting minutes in the 1974 Council Book 
341 September 24, 1972 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1972 Annual meeting report. 
342 September 19, 1972 Council Meeting minutes in the 1972 Council Book. 
343 January 7, 1973 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1972 Council Book. 
344 June 17, 1973 Council meeting minutes in the 1973 Council Book. 
345 April 17, 1973 Council meeting minutes in the 1973 Council Book. 
346 May 1, 1973 Special Council meeting minutes in the 1973 Council Book. 
347 http://www.startribune.com/obituaries/detail/68791/ 
348 May 15, 1973 Council meeting minutes in the 1973 Council Book. 
349 June 17, 1973 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1973 Council Book. 
350 June through September Council, Executive Committee and Call committee minutes in the 1973 Council Book. 
351 History of Bethel, 1999. 
352 May 21, 1974 Council meeting minutes in the 1974 Council Book. 
353 January 23, 1977 Annual meeting Pastor Baker’s Report in the Bethel Annual Reports Book. 
354 History of Bethel, 1999.  The history states that Marlyn Borcherding resigned in 1972, however, pay records in 

the treasurer’s reports indicate she was paid through October 1973 and Barb Milburn was paid for a partial 
month in November 1973. 
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355 September 4, 1973 Executive committee minutes in the 1973 Council Book. 
356 Brede, Ardell, Letter to Bethel members and Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws insert under the August tab of 

the 1974 Council Book. 
357 September 11, 1973 Executive committee minutes and September 18, 1973 Council meeting minutes in the 1973 

Council Book. 
358 November 30, 1973 Church Council meeting minutes in the 1973 Council Book. 
359 September 17, 1974 Council meeting minutes in the 1974 Council Book. 
360 January 23, 1977 Annual meeting reports in the 1977 Council Book. 
361 December 18, 1975 Council meeting minutes in the 1975 Council Book. 
362 February 29, 1974 Treasurers Report in the 1976 Council Book. 
363 Sale of Meadow Park Parsonage to pastor Quello in the Old church council records dated back to 1973 book. 
364 September 17, 1974 Council meeting minutes in the 1974 Council Book. 
365 November 19, 1978 Council meeting minutes in the 1978 Council Book. 
366 January 27, 1980 Pastor Bagaason’s report in the Annual meeting report. 
367 September 1975 and October 1975 Treasurers report in the 1975 Council Book. 
368 March 17, 1976 Special Council Meeting minutes in the 1976 Council Book. 
369 August 5, 1976 Executive Committee meeting minutes in the 1976 Council Book. 
370 January 22, 1978 Pastor Bagaason’s report in the Annual meeting report. 
371 June 17, 1975 Council meeting minutes in the 1975 Council Book. 
372 August 19, 1975 Council meeting minutes in the 1975 Council Book. 
373 January 23, 1977 Pastor Bagaason’s report in the Annual meeting report. 
374 Excerpts from a book on the Refugee families. 
375 April 20, 1976 Council meeting minutes in the 1976 Council Book. 
376 June 29, 1975 Executive Committee meeting minutes in the 1976 Council Book. 
377 May 15, 1977 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the Bethel Annual reports book. 
378 Pastor Freidli’s comments in the 1981 Annual report in the 1980-81 Council book. 
379 January 8, 1978 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the Bethel Annual reports book. 
380 January 22, 1978 Pastor Quello’s report in the Annual meeting report. 
381 January 22, 1978 Annual meeting minutes in the Bethel Annual reports book. 
382 October 25, 1978 and December 16, 1979 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the Bethel Annual reports 

book. 
383 November 12, 1978 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the Bethel Annual reports book. 
384 January 9, 1979 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1979 1980 Bethel Council book. 
385 June 11, 1978 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the Bethel Annual reports book. 
386 Photo from July 6, 1978 Rochester Post Bulletin page 12, col 3-6. 
387 January 29, 1979 Pastor Bagaason’s report in the Annual meeting report. 
388 September 18, 1979 Council meeting minutes in the 1979 1980 Bethel Council book. 
389 July 1, 1979 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the Bethel Annual reports book. 
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390 December 20, 1983 Council meeting minutes in the 1984 Council packets book. 
391 January 27, 1980 Pastor Bagaason’s report in the Annual meeting report. 
392 August 5, 1979 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the Bethel Annual reports book. 
393 January 27, 1980 Pastor Deines’ report in the Annual meeting report for an example of this feeling.  This is only 

one example of statements by Bethel pastors with regard to the team spirit and job satisfaction of the staff under 
the guidance of Pastor Bagaason. 

394 January 15, 1980 Council meeting minutes in the 1980-81 Council book. 
395 January 27, 1980 See Pastor Hinderlie’s report in the Annual meeting report for an example of this problem. 
396 December 18, 1979 Council meeting minutes in the 1979 1980 Bethel Council book. 
397 March 20, 1979 Council meeting minutes in the 1979 1980 Bethel Council book. 
398 July 16, 1979 Executive committee minutes in the 1979 1980 Bethel Council book. 
399 April 20, 1980 Executive committee minutes in the 1979 1980 Bethel Council book. 
400 August 19, 1980 Council meeting minutes in the1979 1980 Bethel Council book. 
401 January 25, 1981 Annual meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box. 
402 August 19, 1980 Council meeting minutes in the1979 1980 Bethel Council book. 
403 April 2, 1981 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1980-81 Council book. 
404 April 20, 1982 Council meeting minutes in the Church Council Monthly Reports 1982. 
405 The rapid change in electronic formats has made it necessary to plan for the movement of electronic data from 

one media to another as electronic advancements require change to the systems used.  It is still sometime 
necessary to keep paper records to make sure they are available to researchers in the future.  The records that 
were produced by Mr Sipple can no longer be easily accessed as large floppy drives are no longer generally 
available.   

406 October 19, 1982 Council meeting minutes in the Church Council Monthly Reports 1982 
407 Correction to November 6, 1982 Executive committee meeting minutes in the November 16, 1982 Council 

meeting minutes in the Church Council Monthly Reports 1982. 
408 December 21, 1982 Council meeting minutes in the Church Council Monthly Reports 1982. 
409 November 16, 1982 Council meeting minutes in the Church Council Monthly Reports 1982. 
410 December 21, 1982 Council meeting minutes in the Church Council Monthly Reports 1982. 
411 March 3, 1983 Executive Board minutes in the Council packets Annual Report 1983 book. 
412 March 13, 1983 Council meeting minutes in the Council packets Annual Report 1983 book.  At this time, the 

Personnel Committee was a part of the Executive Committee duties. 
413 June 9, 1983 Executive Committee meeting minutes in the Council packets Annual Report 1983 book 
414 February 10, 1983 Council meeting minutes in the Council packets Annual Report 1983 book. 
415 March 3, 1983 Executive Board minutes in the Council packets Annual Report 1983 book. 
416 March 13, 1983 Council meeting minutes in the Council packets Annual Report 1983 book. 
417 August 16, 1983 Council Meeting minutes in Council packets Annual Report 1983 book. 
418 October 6, 1983 Executive Board minutes in the Council packets Annual Report 1983 book. 
419 April 17, 1984 Council meeting minutes in the 1984 Council packets book. 
420 April 17, 1984 Council meeting minutes in the 1984 Council packets book. 
421 April 5, 1984 Executive Board meeting minutes in the 1984 Council packets book. 
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422 May 15, 1984 Council meeting minutes in the 1984 Council packets book. 
423 August 21, 1984 Council meeting minutes in the 1984 Council packets book. 
424 January 24, 1988 Annual meeting minutes in the in the Annual Reports box. 
425 March 3, 1985 Special congregational meeting minutes in the January 23, 1985 Annual meeting report in the 

1986 Council packets book. 
426 May 14, 1984 Council meeting minutes in the 1984 Council packets book. 
427 Rochester Post Bulletin January xx, 1985 p xx, col x to y. 
428 September 6, 1984 Executive Committee meeting minutes in the 1984 Council packets book. 
429 February 7, 1985 Council meeting minutes in the 1985 Council packets book. 
430 The May 18, 2016 Google Earth view of the property shows the original red tile roof and a very significant 

addition to the house. 
431 April 16, 1985 Council meeting minutes in the 1985 Council packets book. 
432 September 5, 1985 Executive Committee meeting minutes in the 1985 Council packets book. 
433 This concern about the low attendance at Adult Education had been expressed before and has continued to be an 

issue up to today. 
434 April 16, 1985 Council meeting minutes in the 1985 Council packets book. 
435 October 14, 1985 Council meeting minutes in the 1985 Council packets book. 
436 May 14, 1986 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 1986 Council packets book. 
437 November 3, 1987 Worship Committee minutes in the November 17, 1987 Council meeting minutes in the 1987 

Council packets book. 
438 December 1, 1987 Adult Education Committee minutes in the December 15, 1987 Council meeting minutes in 

the 1987 Council packets book. 
439 June 18, 1985 Council meeting minutes and July 11, 1985 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1985 

Council packets book. 
440 January 9, 1986 Special Executive Committee meeting minutes in the 1985 Council packets book. 
441 January 2, 1986 Executive Committee meeting minutes in the 1985 Council packets book. 
442 July 30, 1986 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 1986 Council packets book. 
443 May 20, 1986 Council meeting minutes in the 1986 Council packets book. 
444 September 4, 1986 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1986 Council packets book. 
445 August 19, 1986 Council meeting minutes in the 1986 Council packets book. 
446 May 1, 1986 Executive Committee meeting minutes in the 1986 Council packets book. 
447 September 4, 1986 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1986 Council packets book. 
448 October 21, 1986 and November 18, 1986 Council meeting minutes in the 1986 Council packets book. 
449 January 25, 1987 Annual meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box. 
450 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Lutheran_Church_in_America 
451 March 15, 1987 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 1987 Council packets book.  The constitution at 

the time required that any change pass by a majority vote and did not require ratification at a later meeting.  The 
present Bethel constitution would require that any constitutional change be ratified at the next annual meeting. 

452 Note that the Personnel Committee at this time was the Executive Committee. 
453 Torgerson-Bell Letter to Personnel Committee dated August 4, 1987. 
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454 August 18, 1987 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 1987 Council packets book. 
455 February 3. 1989 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1988 Council packets book. 
456 September 15, 1987 Council meeting minutes in the 1989 Council packets book. 
457 September 15, 1987 Council meeting minutes Appendix A, B, and C in the 1987 Council packets book. 
458 November 17, 1987 Council meeting minutes in the 1987 Council packets book. 
459 October 20, 1987 Council meeting minutes in the 1987 Council packets book. 
460 January 3, 1988 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 1988 Council minutes book. 
461 March 7, 1988 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1988 Council packets book. 
462 January 24, 1988 Annual meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box. 
463 October 24, 1988 Preliminary Project Cost Estimate from B E Architects in the 1988 Council minutes book. 
464 October 24, 1988 Building Committee meeting minutes in the 1988 Council minutes book.  As with so many 

building projects at Bethel, Roger Toulouse led the building team through this long difficult process. 
465 January 29, 1989 Annual meeting report in the 1988 Council minutes book. 
466 June 25, 1989 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1990 Council packets book. 
467 May 20, 1990 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1990 Council packets book. 
468 May 19, 1991 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1991 Council book. 
469 September 14, 1991 Rochester Post Bulletin page 7C, col 1-5. 
470 October 28, 1990 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1992 Council Report book. 
471 September 3, 1992 Council meeting minutes in the 1992 Council packets book. 
472 January 3, 1990 Budget retreat minutes in the 1991 Council book. 
473 September 13, 1992 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1994 Council book. 
474 June 16, 1992 Council meeting minutes in the 1992 Council packets book. 
475 January 30, 1994 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
476 January 6, 1994 Executive Committee minutes in the 1994 Council packets book. 
477 Email note from Mark Granquist, June 14, 2021. 
478 June 5, 1988 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1990 Council book. 
479 November 7, 1991 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1991 Council packets book. 
480 February 3, 1993 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
481 November 7, 1991 Executive committee meeting minutes in the 1991 Council packets book. 
482 Parish administrator job description draft in the 1991 Council packets book. 
483 July 2, 1992 Executive committee minutes in the 1992 Council packets book. 
484 January 11, 1992 special council meeting minutes budget for 1992 in the 1992 Council packets book. 
485 February 3, 1992 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
486 September 15, 1992 Council meeting minutes in the 1992 Council packets book. 
487 April 21, 1992 Council meeting minutes and July 2, 1992 Executive Committee minutes in the 1992 Council 

packets book. 
488 July 1, 1993 Executive Committee minutes in the 1993 Council packets book. 
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489 September 3, 1992 Executive Committee minutes in the 1992 Council packets book and 

https://www.luthersem.edu/faculty/fac_home.aspx?contact_id=mgranquist001. 
490 March 11,1993 Bethel Foundation Board of Trustees meeting minutes in the 1993 Council packets book. 
491 April 18, 1993 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1995 Council Packets book. 
492 February 20, 2007 Council meeting minutes in the 2007 Council packets book. 
493 August 20, 2013Council meeting minutes in the 2013 Council packets book. 
494 October 7, 1993 Executive Committee minutes in the 1993 Council packets book. 
495 October 18, 1994 Council meeting minutes in the 1994 Council packets book. 
496 May 20, 1997 Council meeting minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 
497 Conversation with Terra O’Brien November 15, 2022,. 
498 Undated Memo from Personnel Committee to Church Council, Page 24 of May Council Packet in 1993 Council 

packets book. 
499 May 17, 1994 Council meeting minutes in the 1994 Council packets book. 
500 September 7, 1994 Special Council meeting minutes in the 1994 Council packets book. 
501 October 26, 1994 Personnel Committee meeting summary in the 1994 Council packets book. 
502 January 5, 1995 Executive Committee minutes in the 1995 Council packets book. 
503 May 17, 1994 Council meeting minutes in the 1994 Council packets book. 
504 October 6, 1994 Council meeting minutes in the 1994 Council packets book. 
505 August 13, 2019 conversation with Terra O’Brien November 15, 2022. 
506 December 20, 1994 Council meeting minutes in the 1995 Council packets book. 
507 December 20, 1994 Council meeting minutes in the 1995 Council packets book. 
508 January 13, 1995 Council meeting minutes in the 1995 Council packets book. 
509 May 16, 1995 Council packet pages 24 to 29. 
510 April 14, 1996 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1996 Council Packets book. 
511 http://www.bethellutheran.org/staff/ 
512 July and August Council, Executive committee, and personnel committee minutes in the 1996 Council Packets 

book. 
513 May 21, 1996 Council Meeting Minutes and September 8, 1996 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 

1996 Council Packets book. 
514 October 15, 1996 Council meeting minutes in the 199 Council packets book. 
515 September 17, 1996 Council meeting minutes in the 199 Council packets book. 
516 March 18, 1997 Council meeting minutes and April 2, 1997 Executive committee minutes in the 1997 Council 

Packets book. 
517 April 15, 1997 Council meeting minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 
518 March 12, 1997 response from Church Council, Executive Committee, and Personnel committee to Musicians 

letter. 
519 April 14, 1996 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1996 Council Packets book. 
520 June 8, 1997 Worship committee minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 
521 August 19, 1997 Council meeting minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 



140 

 
522 September 2, 1997 Worship committee minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 
523 September 18, 2001 Council meeting minutes in the 2001 Council packets book. 
524 As far as I know there never was any conflict, but the potential remained. 
525 February 17, 1997 Council meeting minutes in the 1997 Council packets book and March 1997 Council Packet 

page 34. 
526 June 17, 1997 Council meeting minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 
527 October 21, 1997 Council meeting minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 
528 May 19, 1998 Council packet in the 1997 Council packets book pages 27-31. 
529 June 16, 1998 Council meeting minutes in the 1998 Council packets book. 
530 October 20, 1998 Council packet in the 1998 Council packets book pages 33-48. 
531 January 31, 1999 Annual meeting report and January 30, 2000 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
532 February 24, 1998 Council meeting minutes in the 1998 Council packets book. 
533 May 17, 1998 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1999 Annual Report in the 1999 Council Packets 

book. 
534 October 4, 1998 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1999 Annual Report in the 1999 Council Packets 

book. 
535 August 8, 1999 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 1999 Council Packets book. 
536 February 16, 1999 Council meeting minutes in the 1999 Council packets book. 
537 June 15, 1999 Council meeting minutes in the 1999 Council packets book. 
538 November 16, 1999 Council meeting minutes in the 1999 Council packets book. 
539 December 21, 1999 Council packet in the 1999 Council packets book pages 38-41. 
540 July 18, 2000 Council meeting minutes in the 2000 Council packets book. 
541 June 17, 2003 Council meeting minutes in the 2003 Council packets book. 
542 January 30, 2000 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
543 July 17, 2001 Council meeting minutes in the 2001 Council packets book. 
544 September 17, 2002 Council meeting minutes in the 2002 Council packets book. 
545 April 15, 2003 Council meeting minutes in the 2003 Council packets book. 
546 October 21, 2003 Council meeting minutes in the 2003 Council packets book. 
547 November 15, 2005 Council meeting minutes in the 2005 Council packets book. 
548 May 5, 1999 Executive Committee minutes in the 1999 Council packets book. 
549 September 21, 1999 Council meeting minutes in the 1999 Council packets book. 
550 January 5, 2000 Executive Committee minutes in the 2000 Council packets book. 
551 https://www.episcopalchurch.org/agreement-full-communion-called-common-mission 
552 January 16, 2001 Council meeting minutes in the 2001 Council packets book. 
553 October 6, 1999 Executive Committee minutes in the 1999 Council packets book. 
554 January 30, 2000 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
555 Report of the Sanctuary Task force in the June 20, 2000 Council packet in the 2000 Council packets book. 
556 July 18, 2000 Council meeting minutes in the 2000 Council packets book. 
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557 October 17, 2000 Council meeting minutes in the 2000 Council packets book. 
558 April 17, 2001 Council meeting minutes in the 2001 Council packets book. 
559 November 19, 2002 Council meeting minutes in the 2002 Council packets book. 
560 November 20, 2001 Council meeting minutes in the 2001 Council packets book. 
561 https://lutheranarts.org/composers-2/178-jon-strommen-campbell 
562 July 18, 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
563 January 15, 2002 Council meeting minutes in the 2002 Council packets book. 
564 May 12, 2002 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 2002 Council packets book. 
565 December 15, 2003 Council meeting minutes in the 2004 Council packets book. 
566 September 16, 2008 Council meeting minutes in the 2008 Council packets book. 
567 July 3, 2019 telephone conversation with Pastor Paul Hauschild. 
568 April 15, 2003 Council meeting minutes in the 2003 Council packets book. 
569 November 18, 2003 Council meeting minutes in the 2003 Council packets book. 
570 August 20, 2002 Council packet in the 2002 Council packets book page 13. 
571 August 20, 2002 Council meeting minutes in the 2002 Council packets book. 
572 October 27, 2003 Properties Team minutes in the November 18, 2003 Council Packet on page 12 in the 2003 

Council packets book. 
573 November 3, 2002 Special Congregational meeting minutes in the 2003 Council packets book. 
574 January 25, 2004 annual meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box. 
575 April 20, 2004 Council meeting minutes in the 2004 Council packets book. 
576 November 16, 2004 Council meeting minutes in the 2004 Council packets book. 
577 April 19, 2005 Council meeting minutes in the 2005 Council packets book. 
578 December 21, 2004 Council meeting minutes in the 2004 Council packets book. 
579 January 25, 2004 annual meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box. 
580 July 20, 2004 Council meeting minutes in the 2004 Council packets book. Note from Cindy Bahler dated 9 Feb 

2024 noted that the organ was sold to First Lutheran in Lake City, not Faith Lutheran in Wabasha as was 
originally stated. 

581 July 2005 Organ Fund Raising team report in the July 19, 2005  Council packet in the 2005 Council packet book. 
582 September 18, 2005 special congregational meeting minutes in the 2005 Council packet book. 
583 October 25, 2005 Council meeting minutes in the 2005 Council packets book. 
584 January 30, 2003 Pastor of Visitation Outreach and Mission annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
585 May 2, 2006 Social Missions meeting report in the May 16, 2006 Council Packet book page 16. 
586 August 30, 2004 Properties Team minutes in the September 21, 2004 Council Packet on page 12 in the 2004 

Council packets book. 
587 August 23, 2019 Email from Terra O’Brien. 
588 September 22, 2005 Properties Team meeting minutes in the October 25, 2005 Council packet in the 2005 

Council packet book. 
589 Bethel Record Book from 1875 to 1891, page 277. 
590 August 22, 2019 Conversation with Pastor Wahl. 
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591 November 23, 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
592 Information in a folder from the Facilities Committee files on the Bell Tower provided by Bill Freytag the Bethel 

Properties Supervisor.  This folder has correspondence, architect’s drawings, cost estimates, etc. of several 
versions of the tower.  The design chosen appears to have been constructed in 2010. 

593 August 7, 2019 conversation with Pastor Norman Wahl.  The dates and cost are approximate as the data in the 
records is not clear. 

594 June 20, 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
595 July 18, 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
596 August 22 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
597 September 17 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
598 July 8, 2019 telephone conversation with Gary Thorn. 
599 November 21 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
600 December 19 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
601  November 4, 2007 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 2008 annual meeting report pages 5-7.  

February 9, 2008 Council meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box. 
602 July 8, 2019 telephone conversation with Gary Thorn. 
603 February 3, 2009 Worship and Music meeting minutes in the March 24, 2009 Council packet page 23. 
604 April 21,2009 Council meeting minutes in the 2009 Council packet. 
605 July 7, 2019 conversation with Gary Thorn. 
606 July 23, 2019 conversation with Brock Besse. 
607 January 28, 2007 Annual meeting minutes in the 2008 Annual report in the Annual Reports box. 
608 October 18, 2017 Properties Team meeting minutes in the November 21, 2017 Council packet book page 13. 
609 June 19, 2007 Council meeting minutes in the July 17, 2007 Council packet. 
610 August 23, 2007 Council meeting minutes in the July 17, 2007 Council packet. 
611 February 24, 2008 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 2008 Council packet. page 4. 
612 Information from Pastor Anjanette Bandel July 7, 2019. 
613 http://www.bethellutheran.org/staff/ 
614 Statistics from Vimeo.com viewed July 7, 2019. 
615 September 16, 2008 Council meeting minutes in the 2008 Council packets book. 
616 September 7, 2010 Worship Team meeting minutes in the October 19, 2010 Council packet book page 15. 
617 October 21, 2008 Council meeting minutes in the 2008 Council packets book. 
618 July 26, 2009 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 2009 Council packet. page 3. 
619 August 18, 2009 Council meeting minutes in the 2009 Council packets book. 
620 September 1, 2009 Worship Team meeting minutes in the 2009 Council packets book page 15. 
621 September 19, 2009 letter from Robert Onkka to Marshall Tweed, Congregational President in the October 20, 

2009 Council packet, page 15. 
622 October 10, 2009 Council meeting minutes in the 2009 Council packets book. 
623 June 17, 2008 Council meeting minutes in the 2008 Council packets book. 
624 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_ELCA_Churchwide_Assembly 



143 

 
625 November 17, 2009 Council meeting minutes in the 2009 Council packets book. 
626 2018 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
627 Full disclosure – I was in the minority on both of these votes. 
628 January 31, 2010 annual meeting minutes and January 30, 2011 Annual report in the Annual Reports box. 
629 January 30, 2011 Annual report in the 2011 Council packet book. 
630 The reason most of the people left was in protest over not leaving the ELCA which accepted homosexual 

ministerial staff in committed relationships. 
631 Executive Pastor’s report in the January 30, 2011 annual meeting report, page 7 in the Annual Reports box. 
632 Spring 2017 Bethel Beacon at http://www.bethellutheran.org/pdf_files/beacon/BeaconSpring2017.pdf 
633 These are among the projects listed in the December 11, 2018 Neighborhood Outreach team meeting minutes in 

the 2019 Council packets book. 
634 So far as I can tell Dale’s 45 years and 9 months of service on the Bethel Staff are the longest in Bethel’s more 

than 150 years of existence. 
635 June 15, 2010 Council meeting minutes in the 2010 Council packets book. 
636 August 17, 2010 Council meeting minutes in the 2010 Council packets book. 
637 March 15, 2011 Council meeting minutes in the 2011 Council packets book. 
638 May 17, 2011 Council meeting minutes in the 2011 Council packets book. 
639 February 29, 2012 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
640 February 21, 2012 Council meeting minutes in the 2012 Council packets book. 
641 March 20, 2012 Council meeting minutes in the 2012 Council packets book. 
642 April 17, 2012 Council meeting minutes in the 2012 Council packets book. 
643 July 17, 2012 Council meeting minutes in the 2012 Council packets book. 
644 August 21, 2012 Council meeting minutes in the 2012 Council packets book. 
645 October 28, 2012 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 2012 Council Packets book. 
646 April 15, 2014 Council meeting minutes in the 2014 Council packets book. 
647 August 19, 2014 Council meeting minutes in the 2014 Council packets book. 
648 September 16, 2014 Council meeting minutes in the 2014 Council packets book. 
649 October 21, 2014 Council meeting minutes in the 2014 Council packets book. 
650 November 18, 2014 Council meeting minutes in the 2014 Council packets book. 
651 March 17, 2015 Council meeting minutes in the 2015 Council packets book. 
652 July 31, 2019 Email from Kathy Ferguson.  The paragraphs describing the Parish Nurse and Health Cabinet are 

summarized from this Email. 
653 December 16, 2014 Council meeting minutes in the 2015 Council packets book. 
654 June 16, 2015 Council Packet pages 14 and 15 in the 2015 Council packets book.. 
655 July 16, 2015 Columbarium meeting minutes in the July 21, 2015 Council packet. 
656 January 31, 2016 Annual meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box. 
657 May 17, 2016 Annual meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box. 
658 November 16, 2016 Annual meeting minutes in the Annual Reports box book. 
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659 November 18, 2018 Columbarium meeting minutes in the December 18, 2018 Council packet, page 14. 
660 Columbarium Team Minutes August 25, 2020 in the September 15, 2020 Council Packet. 
661 January 3, 2017 Worship and Music team meeting minutes in the 2017 Council packets book. 
662 May 16, 2017 Council meeting minutes in the 2017 Council packets book. 
663 April 3, 2017 Council Special electronic meeting minutes in the 2017 Council packets book. 
664 August 15, 2017 Council meeting minutes in the 2017 Council packets book. 
665 July 23, 2019 Email from Susan Larson.  The four paragraphs describing the Sunday school are a summary taken 

from this Email. 
666 August 1, 2019 Email from Julie Allhiser describing the Confirmation Program at Bethel. 
667 August 13, 2019 Email from Tyler Schonrock describing the Bethel High School Youth program. 
668 Bethel Women 2019 Yearbook, pp. 3-4. 
669 Prayer Shaw Record dated 7/28/2019 in possession of Linda Bakken. 
670 Bethel Women 2019 Yearbook. 
671 June 25, 2017 Special congregational meeting minutes in the 2017 Council Packets book. 
672 February 20, 2017 Council meeting minutes in the 2017 Council packets book. 
673 Month dd, 2018 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
674 March 20, 2018 Council meeting minutes in the 2018 Council packets book. 
675 October 17, 2017 Council meeting minutes in the 2017 Council packets book. 
676 April 23, 2019 Council meeting minutes in the 2019 Council packets book. 
677 November 21, 2017 Council meeting minutes in the 2017 Council packets book. 
678 August 18, 2020 Council meeting minutes in the 2020 Council packets book and September 15, 2020 Council 

minutes in the 2020 Council packets book. 
679 https://vimeo.com/428995192. Announcements, June 14, 2020. 
680 October 10, 2020 Council meeting minutes in the 2020 Council packets book. 
681 Council Minutes November 17, 2020 in the December 15, 2020 Council Packet. 
682 This meeting was announced to the congregation t the December 27, 2020 service and again the next week. 
683 December 15, 2020 Council meeting minutes in the 2021 Council packets book. 
684 August 17, 2021 Council meeting minutes in the 2021 Council packets book. 
685 While there was concern expressed both at Bethel and the ELCA Synod regarding Pastor Luong’s relations with 

young women, he continued to deny that his actions were inappropriate.  In December he was charged with three 
counts of third-degree criminal sexual conduct. His first court appearance was scheduled for Dec. 23. 
(https://bringmethenews.com/minnesota-news/minnesota-pastor-accused-of-criminal-sexual-conduct-with-17-
year-old-girl.) 

686 The Bethel constitution chapter 9.02 requires that only a member of the roster of ministers of word and sacrament 
or a candidate for the roster of ministers of word and sacrament who has been recommended by the Synodical 
Bishop may be called as a pastor of this congregation. 

687 Comment from Rev Barb Steed Assistant to the Bishop of the SE MN Synod of the ELCA in a slide shown 
during the information meetings for members prior to a vote to keep or dissolve the 2010 resolution -02 and -03.  
On the next slide she further stated that because of the resolutions no candidate at any stage of the call process 
identified as homosexual. 
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688 Conversation with Jodi Dettmann, Call Committee Chair, April 11, 2023.  Note that the words following 

“perhaps” are speculation on the part of the author. 
689 Conversation with Pastor Meline, April 18, 2023. 
690 Taken from an information pamphlet given to members attending the September 25, 2022 congregational 

meeting. 
691 Conversation with Barth Crane, Bethel Properties Team chair March 28, 2023. 
692 Council Minutes June 21, 2022 in the July 16, 2022 Council Packet. 
693 An antiphonal organ is an enclosed division of a pipe organ situated some distance from the main enclosure.  It 
is intended to provide additional sound a distance from the main pipes and enhance and support congregational 
singing as well as provide a variety of sounds appropriate for worship and concerts. 
694 Properties Team minutes June 21, 2022 in the July 16, 2022 Council Packet. 
695 July 19, 2022 Council meeting minutes in the 2022 Council packets book. 
696 Conversation with Josie Bellrichard November 15, 2022. 
697 Properties Team minutes July 21, 2022 in the August 16, 2022 Council Packet. 
698 April 19, 2022 Council meeting minutes in the 2022 Council packets book. 
699 October 18, 2022 Council meeting minutes in the 2022 Council packets book. 
700 Email from Jeanne Townsend, July 31, 2023. 
701 Conversation with Terra O’Brien November 14, 2022. 
702 November 15, 2022 Council meeting minutes in the 2022 Council packets book.  
703 February 23, 2023 Council meeting minutes in the 2023 Council packets book.  
704 November 15, 2022 Council meeting minutes in the 2022 Council packets book.  
705. November 15, 2022 Council meeting minutes in the 2022 Council packets book.  
706 The previous three paragraphs are a summary of Continuing Resolutions 2010-02 and 22010-03 Information 

meeting Script which was graciously lent to the author by Pastor Anjanette Bandel. 
707 Dunn, David. History of Zumbro Lutheran Church. 
708. April 18, 2023 Council meeting minutes in the 2023 Council packets book.  
709 Staff names were taken from the Bethel website Staff section on May 7, 2021. 
710 Evangelisk Luthersk Kirketidende, October 1875, pp. 630-633.  
711 Letter dated February 16, 023 to Bethel Members from the Bethel Church Council.  
712 Evangelisk Luthersk Kirketidende, October 1875, p.  630.  
713 Evangelisk Luthersk Kirketidende, October 1875, p.  630.  Skree, Email attachment, actually, Reverend Jensen 

was well liked by many in his former congregation members, but he had a problem with alcohol which 
eventually led to his probation and then exit from his first congregations.  There is no indication in the Bethel 
records that alcohol was a problem during his ministry here. 

714 When it was formed, the Norwegian synod adopted the liturgy of the State Church of Norway.  Many Norwegian 
settlers objected to the state church which may be the differences that are noted here. 

715 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887 p. 1. 
716 Skree, Email attachment.  According to an Autobiography of Kristian Magelsesen, who was Pastor Jensen’ 

replacement, he was already in place at the time Pastor Jensen left these congregations. 
717 Early St. Olaf Church History, http://www.weststolaf.org/stolafHistory.cfm.  Skree, Email attachment.  

According to a letter from Pastor Jensen’s wife Hanna after her return to Norway, at one time Pastor Jensen was 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8e7b304c095e9934JmltdHM9MTY4OTIwNjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zMDFhZTM4OC1lYzI3LTY0NjItMTcwNy1mMTAzZWQ0NTY1YjEmaW5zaWQ9NTc0Mg&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=301ae388-ec27-6462-1707-f103ed4565b1&psq=antiphonal+organ&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWVycmlhbS13ZWJzdGVyLmNvbS9kaWN0aW9uYXJ5L2FudGlwaG9uYWwlMjUyMG9yZ2Fu&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c48035ed0a89ba5cJmltdHM9MTY4OTIwNjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zMDFhZTM4OC1lYzI3LTY0NjItMTcwNy1mMTAzZWQ0NTY1YjEmaW5zaWQ9NTc0NA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=301ae388-ec27-6462-1707-f103ed4565b1&psq=antiphonal+organ&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9jYXRoZWRyYWxvZmhvcGUub3JnL3dvcnNoaXAvb3JnYW5zL2FudGlwaG9uYWwtb3JnYW4v&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c48035ed0a89ba5cJmltdHM9MTY4OTIwNjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zMDFhZTM4OC1lYzI3LTY0NjItMTcwNy1mMTAzZWQ0NTY1YjEmaW5zaWQ9NTc0NA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=301ae388-ec27-6462-1707-f103ed4565b1&psq=antiphonal+organ&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9jYXRoZWRyYWxvZmhvcGUub3JnL3dvcnNoaXAvb3JnYW5zL2FudGlwaG9uYWwtb3JnYW4v&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c48035ed0a89ba5cJmltdHM9MTY4OTIwNjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zMDFhZTM4OC1lYzI3LTY0NjItMTcwNy1mMTAzZWQ0NTY1YjEmaW5zaWQ9NTc0NA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=301ae388-ec27-6462-1707-f103ed4565b1&psq=antiphonal+organ&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9jYXRoZWRyYWxvZmhvcGUub3JnL3dvcnNoaXAvb3JnYW5zL2FudGlwaG9uYWwtb3JnYW4v&ntb=1
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serving as many as 18 congregations.  Due to lack of Lutheran pastors at this time he may have helped new 
congregations get organized and hold services until they could find another pastor. 

718 Evangelisk Luthersk Kirketidende, October 1875, p. 630.  
719 Dunn, David. History of Zumbro Lutheran Church. 
720 1875 Bethel Record Book, pp. 201-204.  The identification of these men is based on the fact that their names are 

identical in the record of Zumbro Charter members and in the Bethel Record book. 
721 Congregational Meetings 1869 to 1887. P  42.  Pastor Gjertsen was sent a letter of call in August so a fall 

meeting would be soon after he began his service at Bethel. 
722 Dunn, David. History of Zumbro Lutheran Church. 
723 https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/05/18/mainline-protestants-make-up-shrinking-number-of-u-s-

adults/ 
724 June 26, 2019 telephone conversation with Duane Saase. 
725 June 27, 2019 telephone conversation with Steve Skree, July 13, 2019 conversation with Allen Anderson both of 

whom usher at 10:30 services. 
726  It would be interesting to continue this data for 2019 and 2020, however, attendance in those years had been 

influenced by the Covid-19 pandemic and would not provide equivalent information.  Covid-19 long term effects 
will need to be examined once attendance has stabilized which will likely take 2 or 3 years. 

727 From https://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/religious-tradition/mainline-protestant/ reviewed 30 
July 2019.  This is from a 2014 survey, so the numbers have likely dropped since then. 

728 January 30, 1993 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box.  The constitution requires that constitutional 
changes made at one meeting are not in effect until ratified at the next annual meeting. 

729 June 23, 1993 Foundation Board of Trustees meeting minutes in the 1993 Council packets book. 
730 July 29, 1993 memo from the Endowment Fund Committee to Paul Wittmer, Council chair in the 1993 Council 

packets book. 
731 January 30, 1994 Annual meeting report in the Annual Reports box. 
732 February 23, 1994 Endowment Fund Committee meeting minutes in the 1994 Council packets book. 
733 May 17, 1994 Council meeting minutes in the 1994 Council packets book. 
734 May 21, 1996 Council meeting minutes in the 1996 Council packets book. 
735 April 17, 2001 Council meeting minutes in the 2001 Council packets book. 
736 April 15, 2009 Endowment team meeting minutes in the 2009 Council packets book. 
737 February 7, 2006 Worship Team meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book. 
738 January 25, 1998 Annual Report statistical summary on page 16. 
739 September 16, 1997 Council meeting minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 
740 October 7, 1997 Drama committee meeting minutes in the 1997 Council packets book. 
741 May 15, 2001 Drama team meeting minutes in the May 15, 2001  Council Packet, page 12. 
742 March 15, 2005 Council meeting minutes in the 2005 Council packets book. 
743 May 17, 2005 Council meeting minutes in the 2005 Council packets book. 
744 November 1, 2005 Worship committee meeting minutes in the 2005 Council packets book. 
745 September 17, 2006 Council meeting minutes in the 2006 Council packets book.  The 2005 minutes describe this 

as seed money with no indication of additional funding. 
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746 December 12, 2006 Promise Board meeting minutes in the January 16, 2007 Council packet page 13. 
747 May 17, 2007 Council meeting minutes in the 2007 Council packets book. 
748 November 17, 2009 Council meeting minutes in the 2009 Council packets book. 
749 February 21, 2012 Council meeting minutes in the 2012 Council packets book. 
750 April 19, 2016 Council meeting minutes in the 2016 Council packets book. 
751 The details in the appendix are taken from Social Missions Team minutes in the possession of Linda Bakken. 
752 March 2, 2004 Social Missions minutes in the March 16, 2004 Council packet book, page12. 
753 September 18, 2012 appendix to Council meeting minutes in the 2012 Council packets book. 
754 June 26, 2012 Council meeting minutes in the 2012 Council packets book. 
755 This Appendix is my interpretation of pictures and short titles in two books kept by the quilters, the first dates 

from about 1960 to 2002 and the second from 2002 to the present.   
756 En.wikepedia.com/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic. 
757 En.wikepedia.com/wiki/COVID-19_pandemic_in_Minnesota. 
758 https://vimeo.com/ 397776042. Announcements.  The vineo.com references are the videos of the weekly Bethel 

services.  Announcements at services include both verbal announcements and the weekly spotlight. 
759 https://vimeo.com/412028474. Announcements, April 16, 2020. 
760 Council Minutes April 21, 2020. In the May 19, 2020 Council Packet. 
761 Council Minutes August 16, 2022. In the September 20, 2022 Council Packet. 
762 Council Minutes April 21, 2020. In the May 19, 2020 Council Packet. 
763 Council Minutes June 16, 2020 in the July 21, 2020 Council Packet. 
764 https://vimeo.com/439736556. Baptism Service, July 19, 2020 
765 Council Minutes August 18, 2020 in the September 15, 2020 Council Packet. 
766 Council Minutes July 21, 2020 in the August 18, 2020 Council Packet.  In a live stream video, the service is both 

recorded and broadcast on-line for viewers. 
767 https://vimeo.com/433342643. Announcements, June 28, 2020 
768 Wahl, Pastor Norman, Summary of Bethel adaptation to the Coronavirus pandemic. March 2020.  In Bethel the 

Archives. 
769 Council Minutes August 18, 2020 in the September 15, 2020 Council Packet. 
770 Council Minutes July 21, 2020 in the August 18, 2020 Council Packet 
771 https://vimeo.com/422150793. Announcements, May 24, 2020. 
772 Attendance information on excel spread sheet prepared by Connie Post, Membership Secretary. 
773 Council Minutes May 19, 2020 in the June 16, 2020 Council Packet. 
774 https://vimeo.com/424520069. Announcements, May 31, 2020. 
775 Council Minutes June 16, 2020 in the July 21, 2020 Council Packet. 
776 https://vimeo.com/426730783. Announcements, June 7, 2020.  The Bethel By-Laws Part VI The Annual 

Meeting, item 6.3 requires a written ballot to call a pastor. 
777 https://vimeo.com/428995192. Announcements, June 14, 2020. 
778 https://vimeo.com/439736556. Announcements, July 19, 2020. 
779 https://vimeo.com/433342643. Announcements, June 28, 2020. 
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780 https://vimeo.com/435486038. Announcements, July 5, 2020. 
781 https://vimeo.com/450800501. Announcements, August 23, 2020. 
782 Conversation with Connie Post May 26, 2021. 
783  This can be viewed at vimeo.com/437603712. 
784 Council Minutes June 16, 2020 in the July 21, 2020 Council Packet. 
785 Council Minutes July 21, 2020 in the August 18, 2020 Council Packet. 
786 Council Minutes August 18, 2020 in the September 15, 2020 Council Packet and Council Minutes September 15, 

2020 in the October 10, 2020 Council Packet. 
787 https://vimeo.com/455235686. Announcements, September 6, 2020. 
788 Council Minutes October 10, 2020 in the November 17, 2020 Council Packet. 
789 Council Minutes October 10, 2020 in the November 17, 2020 Council Packet. 
790 https://vimeo.com/457471390. Announcements, September 13, 2020. 
791 Council Minutes August 18, 2020 in the September 15, 2020 Council Packet. 
792 Conversation with Brock Besse May 26, 2021. 
793 https://vimeo.com/462413402.  Announcements, September 27, 2020. 
794 Council Minutes October 10, 2020 in the November 17, 2020 Council Packet. 
795 Social Missions Minutes in the September 15, 2020 Council Packet. 
796 Council Minutes September 15, 2020 in the October 20, 2020 Council Packet. 
797 Council Minutes December 15, 2020 in the January 19, 2021 Council Packet. 
798 Council Minutes January 7, 2021 in the February 16, 2021 Council Packet. 
799 Conversation with Office Staff July 11, 2023. 
800 Council Minutes March 16, 2021 in the April 20, 2021 Council Packet. 
801 Attendance data from Connie Post, Bethel Membership Secretary. 
802 Excel Spreadsheet titled “Comparison Of Saturday/Sunday Attendance 2013-2019 from Connie Post, Bethel 

membership secretary. 
803 Council Minutes April 20, 2021 in the May 18, 2021 Council Packet.  Part of the reason more personal 

involvement was allowed was the vaccination rates in Olmsted County had increased significantly since the first 
of the year. 

804 Reengagement Task Force Update May 27, 2021. 
805 Council Minutes June 15, 2021 in the July 20, 2021 Council Packet. 
806 Council Minutes August 17, 2021 in the September 21, 2021 Council Packet. 
807 Council Minutes July 20, 2021 in the August 17, 2021 Council Packet. 
808 Worship and Music Team Minutes September 1, 2021 in the October 19, 2021 Council Packet.    
809 Social Missions Minutes October 5, 2021 in the October 19, 2021 Council Packet. 
810 Council Minutes September 21, 2021 in the October 19 Council Packet. 
811 Council Minutes October 19, 2021 in the November 16, 2021 Council Packet. 
812 Council Minutes September 21, 2021 in the October 19 Council Packet. 
813 Council Minutes September 21, 2021 in the October 19 Council Packet and Council Minutes October 19, 2021 in 

the November 16, 2021 Council Packet. 
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814 Council Minutes November 16, 2021 in the December 21, 2021 Council Packet.  The council minutes say that the 

180 average is livestream but the data actually also includes those that watch the recorded service later on 
Sunday. 

815 Worship and Music Team Minutes December 9,2021 in the December 21, 2021 Council Packet.   
816 2021 Worship attendance Excel worksheet from Membership Secretary Connie Post. 
817 Council Minutes December 21, 2021 in the January 18, 2022 Council Packet.   
818 Council Minutes February 15, 2022 in the March 15, 2022 Council Packet.   
819 Social Missions Team Minutes January 4, 2022 in the January 18, 2022 Council Packet.   
820 Social Missions Team Minutes February 1, 2022  in the March 15, 2022 Council Packet.   
821 Council Minutes March 15, 2022 in the April 19, 2022 Council Packet.   
822 Health Cabined minutes July 7, 2022 in the August 16, 2022 Council Packet. 
823 Conversation with Terra Obrien May 9, 2023. 
824 Conversation with Susan Larson, Bethel Children’s Ministry leader May 9, 2023. 
825 Children’s Ministry Team minutes April 7, 2022 in the May 17, 2022 Council Packet. 
826 Council Minutes June 21, 2022 in the July 16, 2022 Council Packet.   
827 Council Minutes May 14, 2022 in the June 21, 2022 Council Packet.   
828 Conversation with Connie Post May 9 2022. 
829 Conversation with Susan Larson, Children’s Ministry Coordinator, May 16, 2023. 
830 Note that the measurement error for on-line services is much higher than in-person worship services.  There is a 

small error in the usher count due to people movement during the count.  The number of people watching the on-
line service is an estimate.  YouTube and Vimeo statistics report the number of unique views but more than one 
person is likely watching on the same TV or computer screen.  A multiplying factor of two is used as the best 
estimate of the people that are watching each worship service.  This assumes that a married couple will watch 
together and that single viewers are matched by other family members watching with some of the married 
couples. 


	In August 1999, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America adopted An Agreement of Full Communion - Called to Common Mission - A Lutheran Proposal for a Revision of the Concordat of Agreement that defined the relationship with the Episcopal Church.550...

