Discussion Questions

November 10, 2024

Acts 13:40 - 14:20 :
Living with Eternal Urgency

1.

Read Acts 13:38-41
What stands out to you in Paul’s proclamation about forgiveness and judgment?

Why might he have felt the need to balance the promise of grace with a warning?

. Read Acts 14:8-20

Paul and Barnabas were revered as gods but then nearly killed by the same crowd. What does this shift in
attitude reveal about people’s responses to the Gospel?

. What are the largest influences that prevent or discourage us from telling others about Jesus?

. Share any time where you have felt awkward, afraid, or way out of your comfort zone in talking to others about

Jesus and still went through with it. Were those fears realized? Did it break the relationship or end badly?

. The sermon emphasized that Paul was driven by gratitude for God's grace rather than guilt.

How does understanding God'’s grace motivate us to act?

How can we cultivate this same urgency without feeling pressured by guilt?

. The sermon highlighted the tension between following Christ and seeking personal comfort.

What areas of our faith do we tend to keep within our comfort zones?

How might God be calling us to expand those boundaries for His purpose?
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Acts 14:8-20 (NLT)

While they were at Lystra, Paul and Barnabas came upon a man with crippled feet. He had been that way from
birth, so he had never walked. He was sitting and listening as Paul preached. Looking straight at him, Paul
realized he had faith to be healed. So Paul called to him in a loud voice, “Stand up!” And the man jumped to
his feet and started walking.

When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in their local dialect, “These men are gods in human
form!” They decided that Barnabas was the Greek god Zeus and that Paul was Hermes, since he was the chief
speaker. Now the temple of Zeus was located just outside the town. So the priest of the temple and the crowd
brought bulls and wreaths of flowers to the town gates, and they prepared to offer sacrifices to the apostles.

But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard what was happening, they tore their clothing in dismay and
ran out among the people, shouting, “Friends, why are you doing this? We are merely human beings - just
like you! We have come to bring you the Good News that you should turn from these worthless things and
turn to the living God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them. In the past he permitted
all the nations to go their own ways, but he never left them without evidence of himself and his goodness. For
instance, he sends you rain and good crops and gives you food and joyful hearts.” But even with these words,
Paul and Barnabas could scarcely restrain the people from sacrificing to them.

Then some Jews arrived from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowds to their side. They stoned Paul and
dragged him out of town, thinking he was dead. But as the believers gathered around him, he got up and

went back into the town. The next day he left with Barnabas for Derbe.

Acts 13:38-41 (NLT)

Brothers, listen! We are here to proclaim that through this man Jesus there is forgiveness for your sins.
Everyone who believes in him is made right in God's sight - something the law of Moses could never do. Be
careful! Don't let the prophets’ words apply to you. For they said, ‘Look, you mockers, be amazed and die! For
| am doing something in your own day, something you wouldn't believe even if someone told you about it.”

Habakkuk 1:5 (NIV)
Look at the nations and watch - and be utterly amazed. For | am going to do something in your days that you
would not believe, even if you were told.



Acts 13:42-43 (NLT)

As Paul and Barnabas left the synagogue that day, the people begged them to speak about these things
again the next week. Many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, and the two
men urged them to continue to rely on the grace of God.

Acts 13:42-49 (NLT)

The following week almost the entire city turned out to hear them preach the word of the Lord. But when
some of the Jews saw the crowds, they were jealous; so they slandered Paul and argued against whatever he
said. Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and declared, “It was necessary that we first preach the word
of God to you Jews. But since you have rejected it and judged yourselves unworthy of eternal life, we will
offer it to the Gentiles...

When the Gentiles heard this, they were very glad and thanked the Lord for his message; and all who were
chosen for eternal life became believers. So the Lord’s message spread throughout that region.

Acts 13:50-52 (NLT)
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were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
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Acts 14:1 (NLT)
The same thing happened in Iconium. Paul and Barnabas went to the

Jewish synagogue and preached with such power that a great number
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of both Jews and Greeks became believers. _
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Acts 14:2-5 (NLT)

Some of the Jews, however, spurned God'’s message and poisoned the minds of the Gentiles against Paul
and Barnabas. But the apostles stayed there a long time, preaching boldly about the grace of the Lord. And
the Lord proved their message was true by giving them power to do miraculous signs and wonders. But the
people of the town were divided in their opinion about them. Some sided with the Jews, and some with the
apostles.

Acts 14:5-7 (NLT) RS

. . . . {} (PISIdIah) Antioch
Then a mob of Gentiles and Jews, along with their leaders, decided P|SIDIA$® 7/5219m vGAONIA
to attack and stone them. When the apostles learned of it, they fled ‘

PAl, o eDerbe
to the region of Lycaonia - to the towns of Lystra and Derbe and the ¢ D)

3 \
S‘a}g)\)‘d

surrounding area. And there they preached the Good News.
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Acts 14:8-10 (NLT)

When they were at Lystra, Paul and Barnabas came upon a man with
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crippled feet. He had been that way from birth, so he had never walked.
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He was sitting and listening as Paul preached. Looking straight at him,

Paul realized he had faith to be healed. So Paul called to him in a loud
voice, “Stand up!” And the man jumped to his feet and started walking.



Acts 14:11-13 (NLT)

When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in their local dialect, “These men are gods in human
form!” They decided that Barnabas was the Greek god Zeus and that Paul was Hermes, since he was the chief
speaker. Now the temple of Zeus was located just outside the town. So the priest of the temple and the crowd
brought bulls and wreaths of flowers to the town gates, and they prepared to offer sacrifices to the apostles.

Acts 14:19-20 (NLT)

Then some Jews arrived from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowds to their side. They stoned Paul and
dragged him out of town, thinking he was dead. But as the believers gathered around him, he got up and
went back into the town. The next day he left with Barnabas for Derbe.

Romans 8:38-39 (NLT)

And | am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow - not even the powers of hell can
separate us from God's love.No power in the sky above or in the earth below - indeed, nothing in all creation
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 9:1-2 (NLT)
With Christ as my witness, | speak with utter truthfulness. My conscience and the Holy Spirit confirm it. My
heart is filled with bitter sorrow and unending grief..

Romans 9:3 (NLT)
..for my people, my Jewish brothers and sisters. | would be willing to be forever cursed - cut off from Christ! -
if that would save them.
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