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Ephesians 1:3-14
Praise be to God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 
with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For He chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 
holy and blameless in his sight. In love, he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus 
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will - to the praise of his glorious grace, which he as 
freely give us in the one he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 
understanding, he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which 
he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to 
all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out 
everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the first to put our 
hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. And you also were included in Christ when you 
heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in 
him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life 
It’s not about you.
The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace of mind, or 
even your happiness. It’s far greater than your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and 
ambitions. If you want to know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with God. You 
were born by his purpose and for his purpose.

2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.

1 Corinthians 15:22
...so in Christ all will be made alive.

Galatians 3:28
There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.

Alexander Maclaren
When these words were spoken, the then-known civilized world was cleft by great, deep gulfs 
of separation, like the crevasses in a glacier, by the side of which our racial animosities and class 
differences are merely superficial cracks on the surface. Language, religion, national animosities, 
differences of condition, and saddest of all, difference of sex, split the world up into alien fragments. 
A “stranger” and an “enemy” were expressed in one language, by the same word. The learned 
and the unlearned, the slave and his master, the barbarian and the Greek, the man and the woman, 
stood on opposite sides of the gulfs, flinging hostility across. Then the benefits of the Gospel 
came! Then “the Barbarian, Scythian, bond and free, male and female, Jew and Greek, learned and 
ignorant,” clasped hands and sat down at one table, and felt themselves “all one in Christ Jesus.” 
They were ready to break all bonds.



John 6:35
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

1 Corinthians 2:9,10 
However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind 
has conceived” the things God has prepared for those who love him—these are the things God has 
revealed to us by his Spirit.

How marvelous God is! His Spirit has provided everything needed for life. Every good thing has 
been made available in Christ. We praise such a God.
Right from the first God has been busy devising a way to draw us home to himself so that we may 
live with him and for him. Through Jesus Christ he has made us family. As a result we owe God 
praise for the way he freely gave himself to us in Christ. In Christ’s death God’s abundant care for 
us is known; God gave himself for us to bring us back and make us his people. What lavish love 
he has for us! We honor you, God.
In his unfathomable wisdom God has made known his plan and desire to bring all things together 
in Christ. This includes everything in our world and everything in God’s world. Amazingly God’s 
plan includes us and gives us a share in what he is doing. For this we owe God praise for the 
hope that is ours in Christ. When we heard about the truth from God and believed the good 
news about his plan, God marked us as his own by giving us his Spirit. The Spirit’s dwelling in us 
is a pledge from God that he will complete his plan and that one day we will truly live with God. 
For this we owe God praise. Our God, we do worship you.


