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Acts 15:36 - 16:5 (NLT)

After some time Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit each city where we previously preached the
word of the Lord, to see how the new believers are doing.” Barnabas agreed and wanted to take along John
Mark. But Paul disagreed strongly, since John Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued
with them in their work. Their disagreement was so sharp that they separated. Barnabas took John Mark with
him and sailed for Cyprus. Paul chose Silas, and as he left, the believers entrusted him to the Lord’s gracious
care. Then he traveled throughout Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches there.

Paul went first to Derbe and then to Lystra, where there was a young disciple named Timothy. His mother
was a Jewish believer, but his father was a Greek. Timothy was well thought of by the believers in Lystra and
Iconium, so Paul wanted him to join them on their journey. In deference to the Jews of the area, he arranged
for Timothy to be circumcised before they left, for everyone knew that his father was a Greek. Then they
went from town to town, instructing the believers to follow the decisions made by the apostles and elders in
Jerusalem. So the churches were strengthened in their faith and grew larger every day.

Dr Clint Arnold - Zondervan Exegetical Commentary - Acts
The word translated “sharp disagreement” (paroxysmos) is a rare and colorful word. It is used only twice in the
Greek Old Testament—in both instances to express “the furious anger” of God.

Martin Luther (1500's)
| am rough, boisterous, stormy, and altogether war-like, fighting against innumerable monsters and devils. |
am born for the removing of stumps and stones, cutting away thistles and thorns, and clearing wild forests.



