
1. Read Ephesians 4:32-5:2
    In your own words describe what it means to Imitate God in this passage

2. Read Ephesians 2:4-6
    What did God do out of his “great love” for us? 

3. Go back and read 5:1-2 again. Why do you think Paul emphasizes that they are “dearly loved” or
   “beloved” in commanding them to love like Christ? 

4. As a reminder for the group, summarize what we know about the background situation of the
    Christians in Ephesus. 

5. What does it look like to practically “walk in love” today?

    How can we do this within our church body? 

6. If appropriate, share a story where you have Chosen to Forgive or LOVE someone when you did not
    “feel” like it. (Avoid names if they could be known by the group.)

    Take a minute to listen to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to show you if there is anyone

Discussion Questions
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Ephesians 4:32-5:2 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Acts 19:11-19
God gave Paul the power to perform unusual miracles. Then handkerchiefs or aprons that had 
merely touched his skin were placed on sick people, they were healed of their diseases, and evil 
spirits were expelled. A group of Jews was traveling from town to town casting out evil spirits. They 
tried to use the name of the Lord Jesus in their incantation, saying, “I command you in the name of 
Jesus, whom Paul preaches, to come out!” Seven sons of Sceva, a leading priest, were doing this. 
But one time when they tried it, the evil spirit replied, “I know Jesus, and I know Paul, but who are 
you?” Then the man with the evil spirit leaped on them, overpowered them, and attacked them with 
such violence that they fled from the house, naked and battered. The story of what happened spread 
quickly all through Ephesus, to Jews and Greeks alike. A solemn fear descended on the city, and 
the name of the Lord Jesus was greatly honored. Many who became believers confessed their sinful 
practices.  A number of them who had been practicing sorcery brought their incantation books and 
burned them at a public bonfire. The value of the books was fifty thousand drachmas.

Dr. Kent Hughes Ephesians: the mystery of the body of Christ
…these verses were addressed to Christians who had come to Christ while living in the notoriously 
sinful port city of Ephesus. In that wicked metropolis the dominant religion was the worship of the 
multibreasted goddess Diana, and ritual prostitution was a way of life. Moreover, there was cultural 
acceptance of sexual perversion as a valid, and even exalted, way of life.

Overview of Ephesians 
Sit: Chapter 1-3
Walk: Chapter 4:1-6:9
Stand: Chapter 6:610-20

Corrie Ten Boom
“It was in a church in Munich that I saw him, a balding heavy-set man in a gray overcoat, a brown 
felt hat clutched between his hands. People were filing out of the basement room where I had just 
spoken. It was 1947 and I had come from Holland to defeated Germany with the message that God 
forgives. ... 

And that’s when I saw him, working his way forward against the others. One moment I saw the 
overcoat and the brown hat; the next, a blue uniform and a visored cap with its skull and crossbones. 
[she describes this flashback to her time in the concentration camp]

 It came back with a rush: the huge room with its harsh overhead lights, the pathetic pile of dresses 
and shoes in the center of the floor, the shame of walking naked past this man. I could see my sister’s 
frail form ahead of me, ribs sharp beneath the parchment skin. Betsie, how thin you were! 

Betsie and I had been arrested for concealing Jews in our home during the Nazi occupation of 
Holland; this man had been a guard at Ravensbruck concentration camp where we were sent. ... 

“You mentioned Ravensbruck in your talk,” he was saying. “I was a guard in there.”
No, he did not remember me. 



“But since that time,” he went on, “I have become a Christian. I know that God has forgiven me for 
the cruel things I did there, but I would like to hear it from your lips as well. Fraulein, ...” his hand 
came out, ... “will you forgive me?” 

And I stood there — I whose sins had every day to be forgiven — and could not.

Betsie had died in that place — could he erase her slow terrible death simply for the asking? 

It could not have been many seconds that he stood there, hand held out, but to me it seemed hours 
as I wrestled with the most difficult thing I had ever had to do. 

For I had to do it — I knew that. The message that God forgives has a prior condition: that we 
forgive those who have injured us. “If you do not forgive men their trespasses,” Jesus says, “neither 
will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” ... 

And still I stood there with the coldness clutching my heart.

 But forgiveness is not an emotion — I knew that too. Forgiveness is an act of the will, and the will 
can function regardless of the temperature of the heart.

“Jesus, help me!” I prayed silently. “I can lift my hand, I can do that much. You supply the feeling.” 

And so woodenly, mechanically, I thrust my hand into the one stretched out to me. And as I did, an 
incredible thing took place. The current started in my shoulder, raced down my arm, sprang into our 
joined hands. And then this healing warmth seemed to flood my whole being, bringing tears to my 
eyes. 

“I forgive you, brother!” I cried. “With all my heart!” 

For a long moment we grasped each other’s hands, the former guard and the former prisoner. I had 
never known God’s love so intensely as I did then.
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