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& POWERS:

OUR SPIRITUAL FIGHT
AGAINST THE FORCES OF DARKNESS
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EPHESIANS 6:12
“For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities,
against the powers of this dark world
and against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly realms.”



Michael Heiser, PhD
(1963—2023)

NOILIO3 030NVdX3

What the Bible teaches
about the unseen world
and why it matters
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THE SERPENT 2
AND THE FALL

GENESIS3 -

Deception led to A~
s 2 NN
sin, death, and exile. it

THE SONS OF GOD,
THE GIANTS, AND THE FLOOD

GENESIS 6-9

Corruptlon ﬁlled the earth

God

sent the Flood.

~ GENESIS 11:1-9

THE TOWER OF BABEL
AND THE NATIONS

£ ." A

Pride sought to reach heaven;
God scattered the nations.

GOD’S PURPOSE REMAINS: To defeat evil, restore His image-bearers, and bring all things under Christ. W
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JESUS DISARMS THLE POWERS
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“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” 1 JouN 3:8



THE GOSPEL PROCLAIMED TO THE DISINHERITED NATIONS‘
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Ephesians 3:10-11 NLT

10 God'’s purpose in all this was to use the church to display
his wisdom in its rich variety to all the unseen rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was his eternal
plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our Lord.
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SCRIPTURE READING

<

Ephesians 6:10-18
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“In the face of doubts and disenchantment
we need a vision of spiritual resistance and

struggle that energizes our faith in the face R
of pain and suffering. To save our faith we <REVIVING =
must embrace spiritual warfare.” 0LD SCRATCH

Richard Beck, Reviving Old Scratch: Demons and RENONS e e DEVIC
the Devil for the Doubters and the Disenchanted

DOUBTERS anp THE DISENCHANTED
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“The church of Jesus Christ is the church militant. We are
engaged in spiritual conflict and need to be equipped for
this task. To be sure, the conflict is like no other form of
battle and the weapons quite different from any other
weapons. We must re-imagine our notions of warfare.
Yet the analogy is valid. It would be a pity if
embarrassment at the military language or misplaced
political correctness were to deprive us of the challenge.”

Nigel Goring Wright, A Theology of the Dark Side:
Putting the Power of Evil in Its Place (pg180)

Putt'r%g‘; the power of evil in its place

- Nigel G. Wright
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“For though we live in the world, we do not wage
war as the world does. The weapons we fight with
are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary,
they have divine power to demolish strongholds.”

Paul, 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 NIV




SCRIPTURE READING
Ephesians 6:10-18

verse-by-verse




THE ARMOR OF GOD

“PUT ON THE FULL ARMOR OF GOD, SO THAT YOU CAN TAKE YOUR STAND Nﬂ?
AGAINST THE DEVIL'S SCHEMES.” EPHESTANS 6:11 [

1. THE BELT OF TRUTH
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled around your waist.

4. THE SHIELD OF FAITH

In addition to all this, take up the shield
of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming arrows of the evil one.

Ephesians 6:16

Ephesians 6:14

5. THE HELMET OF SALVATION
Take the helmet of salvation...

Ephesians 6:17

...with the breastplate of righteousness
in place.

Ephesians 6:14

3. THE SHOES OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE | v j"”‘ N» 5 6. THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT
...and with your feet fitted with the / ’l | CF , o Take the sword of the Spirit,
readiness that comes from the SN "; 2t S which is the word of God.
gospel of peace. - .,./7/ I bl A Ephesians 6:17
Ephesians 6:15 - e S ~ 2k
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1. Spiritual Warfare Is a Call to Stand Firm, Not Live in Fear

In Eph. 6:10-13, Paul reminds us that the Christian life unfolds in
the midst of a real spiritual conflict, but we don’t have to fear.

- The principalities and powers are real, but Jesus is greater
than every ruler, authority, and splrltual evil force

- Spiritual warfare begins with confidence in Christ’s victory
-~ over the powers, not anxiety or panic about the enemy |

Question: What fear, anxiety, or spiritual struggle against ev:l
do you need to place under Christ's authority and v:ctory?’
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2. The Armor of God Is a Life Shaped by Christ

The armor of God is not a magical formula or spiritual
technique—it is Christ expressed in the life of a believer.

« Truth, righteousness, faith, peace, salvation, and our
knowle ge of Scrlpture shape who we are and how we live

- The strongest defense against the lies, deception, and
-~ attacks of the enemy is becoming more like Jesus

Question: Which piece of the armor of God do you most neéd to
strengthen in your life right now and how can you do that?
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3. Intercessory Prayer Is Our First Response to Evil

After describing the armor, Paul concludes with the reminder
that our impulse to fight should first be expressed in prayer.

-« When we pray and intercede for others... it helps us get our
enemy right and see things through Kingdom lenses

. Intercessory prayer aligns our heart with God's will and
~ purposes, and invites his power into the spiritual fight

Question: Will you choose to live like our fight is not agalnst"(
people? Will you pray as a first response to evil and inju—sﬁ’ée?
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Weekly Practice:
Intercessory Prayer—“Put on Your Armor and Fight!”

Challenge: Spend 10-15 mins daily interceding for others (e.g.,
leaders, family, friends, church, community, the world, etc.).

Invitation: Pray: “Lord, I'm joining the spiritual fight against evil.
| intercede and pray for (he/she/them). Help them, Jesus!”

Goal: See being with Jesus, becoming like him, and doing what,
he says.as an act of spiritual warfare; make intercessory |
prayer an integral part of your faith formation and actmsm f"
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