




Jesus said, “I will build my church…” Matt 16:18

ekklēsia – “called out” ones
• Is used 114 times in the New Testament
• In the Greco-Roman world it was a formal assembly in a 

religio-political context that made decisions for the city 
• In the LXX & NT: the assembly or gathering of God’s people; 

the Lord’s chosen vessel for embodying his gospel mission



Paul, Ephesians 3:10-11 (VOICE)
10 Here’s His objective: through the church, He 
intends now to make known His infinite and 
boundless wisdom to all rulers and authorities in 
heavenly realms. 11 This has been His plan from 
the beginning, one that He has now accomplished 
through the Anointed One, Jesus our Lord.



Portrait of an Early House Church in Rome
•Met in larger house (a dozen or so people - 30 max)
•Men and women
• Roman citizens and non-citizens
• Single, married, divorced, and widows
• Jews and Gentiles (different political, religious and moral 

backgrounds – views ranging from strange to offensive)
• Various ethnicities with different customs and traditions
• Freed slaves and slaves who had no legal rights
• Folks from elite classes down to the poor and the homeless





Paul, Ephesians 2:19-22 MSG
You’re no longer wandering exiles. This kingdom of 
faith is now your home country. You’re no longer 
strangers or outsiders. You belong here, with as 
much right to the name Christian as anyone. God is 
building a home. He’s using us all—irrespective of 
how we got here—in what he is building.



He used the apostles and prophets for the 
foundation. Now he’s using you, fitting you in 
brick by brick, stone by stone, with Christ Jesus as 
the cornerstone that holds all the parts together. 
We see it taking shape day after day—a holy 
temple built by God, all of us built into it, a 
temple in which God is quite at home.



As you come to him, the living 
Stone—rejected by humans but 
chosen by God and precious to 
him—you also, like living stones, 
are being built into a spiritual house 
to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ.
1 Peter 2:4-5 NIV
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Hebrews 10:23-25 (VOICE) 
23 Let us hold strong to the confession of our hope, 
never wavering, since the One [Jesus] who promised 
it to us is faithful. 24 Let us consider how to inspire 
each other to greater love and to righteous deeds,
25 not forgetting to gather as a community, as some 
have forgotten, but encouraging each other, 
especially as the day of His return approaches. 












