














Centered Church 
A Centered Church discerns who 
belongs to the group by observing 
people’s relationship with the center—
Jesus Christ. The group includes all who 
are oriented toward the center. Their 
common direction brings unity. There is 
space to struggle and fail because they 
believe that everyone is in process—
moving closer to the center. A centered 
approach remedies the problems of a 
bounded church that motivate a fuzzy 
church to blur boundaries, while also 
avoiding the negative fruit that grows 
out of a fuzzy approach.



Clashing Cultural Convictions in the Church

• Alcohol
• Tobacco
• Cuss words
• Clothing

• Education
• Vaccines
• Medicine
• Politics

• Music
• TV/Movies
• Video Games
• Social Media

• Dating
• Marriage Roles
• Parenting
• Sexuality
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Romans 14 – Paul on cultural convictions of conscience:
1. Follow the convictions that God has given you personally.

Convictions come via prayer, the Bible, conversation, reflection, etc.
2. Do not judge those who have different convictions.

Be humble and respectful as you believe the best about others.
3. Honor the conscience of other disciples when you’re with them.

The faith of others is far more important than your freedom.



Paul, Ephesians 4:1-6 NIV
1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely 
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
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Questions for reflection and response:
1. Think about your own convictions. Have those convictions 

been shaped by Christ, the Scriptures, and the gospel?
2. Do you judge others who have different convictions?
3. How is God inviting you to be more loving, humble, and 

patient with others as you keep the unity of the Spirit?




