Principalities & Powers (2 of 8)
Small Group Discussion Questions

Join our congregation for worship in-person or online at 10:30 am each Sunday via our
Grantham Church YouTube Channel. If you ever miss a message, the sermons are always

posted to the recent sermons page at our website and at the Grantham Church Podcast
the following day, along with the sermon slides and small group discussion questions
under Worship Resources. Thank you for staying connected with us!
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Series Focus: The Apostle Paul wrote, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12). The Bible tells a story of a real
cosmic conflict—where spiritual rebellion has corrupted the world—but through Jesus,
God is reclaiming the nations, and he invites his people to participate in this spiritual fight
through prayer. Principalities & Powers is an 8-week sermon series exploring the unseen
spiritual conflict behind human history, the victory of Christ over evil, and the role of
believers in spiritual warfare through prayer. Join us each week (May 3-June 21) as we
learn about our real enemy and how to fight like Jesus.

Sermon Title: The First Rebellion in Eden

Scripture Reading: Genesis 3; Ezekiel 28:12-17; Isaiah 14:12-14; Revelation 12:9

Sermon Focus: Genesis 3 is more than the story of humanity's first sin—it is the beginning
of a cosmic rebellion that fractures creation and introduces spiritual warfare into the
human story. The serpent in Eden is not merely a talking snake, but a supernatural rebel
who tempts humanity to distrust God. In the second message of our series, Pastor David
explores the deeper meaning of the garden scene, and how God responds with judgment
and with the first promise of redemption and victory over evil.



Thank you for going deeper in conversation with your small group. Use the following
questions to help guide your small group discussion:

1.

Begin by having a person(s) read aloud all of Genesis 3. This story may sound
strange to modern readers, but the original audience understood that it depicted a
real event: a rebel in the divine council deceived humankind and led them into sin
and death. What do you find most interesting about this story?

In the ancient world, serpent imagery was commonly associated with supernatural
beings—connected to divine wisdom, chaos, and sacred space. Read Isaiah 14:12-
14 and Ezekiel 28:12-17. How does understanding the serpent as a supernatural
rebel—not merely a snake or a metaphor—change the way you read this story?

What stands out to you about the serpent’s strategy? Why is deception such a
powerful spiritual weapon? How does the unseen enemy seek to deceive us today?
In what ways are we still tempted to distrust God and his goodness?

Evil is both a human and spiritual problem. The Bible teaches that evil comes from
our own sinful human desires/actions but also from unseen spiritual forces. Take
time to read James 1:14, James 4:7, and 1 Peter 5:8-9. Why is it so important that
we recognize both the internal war and the outward attacks of the evil one?

According to Genesis 3:15, even after humanity’s rebellion, God promises that the
serpent will ultimately be defeated. Evil will not get the last word. What does this
teach us about God’s character? How does this promise point forward to Jesus?
Where do you need hope that God is still working redemption in your life?

WEEKLY PRACTICE: Repentance - “Close the Doors You've Opened”
e Challenge: Ask the Spirit to reveal one area of hidden sin or compromise.
Confess it and repent—stay in the light!
e Invitation: Pray daily: “God, | choose your Word (truth) over the serpent’s lies. Help
me to trust you above my feelings.”
e Goal: Align your life with God and his will—resist your flesh (inner rebellious
desires) and resist the serpent, the devil.

What is God saying to you through this second message in our series? Also, share
one specific thing you will do this week to be more mindful of the serpent’s ways,
to stay in the light of God's love, and to close any doors you've opened to evil.

Finally, close in prayer together. We invite you to pray that God will help you, your
small group, and our congregation to stay alert to our real enemy—the devil—and
resist him in thought, word, and deed. May the Lord deliver us from the evil one.



