








We need to remember that we have entered into a new phase of the history 

of redemption. The disciples did not fully understand the work that Jesus 

Christ was coming to do before he ascended into heaven. They still thought 

Jesus had come to reestablish the national kingdom of Israel (Acts 1:6). 

However, the gospel of Jesus was not just for Israel-the gospel of Jesus is 

for the whole world. The gospel of Jesus Christ, the good news, must be 

preached. Jesus himself, the crucified and resurrected and reigning Son of 

God, is the content of what the apostles and later pastors and teachers must 

preach. Why? Because salvation on comes through repentance and faith in 

Jesus. As the Apostle Peter says, "There is salvation in no one else, for there is 

no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 

saved" (Acts 4: 12). 

THE STRUeTURE OF THE BOOR 

The book of Acts is written in a narrative format. Narratives have main char­

acters, plots, dialogue, and a shape that convey a central message. This does 

not mean than Luke wrote the book in a "stream of consciousness." He wrote 

intentionally, communicating the theological significance of the history he re­

corded. We should look to the beginning of the book for clues regarding how 

Luke might have intended to structure the story of the gospel's expansion. 

In Acts 1:8, Luke recordsJesus's commission to his disciples. The verse lays 

out a simple structure for the story that follows.Jesus says, 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 

will be my witnesses inJerusalem and in allJudea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth. 

At this point the disciples are still inJerusalem.Jesus is going to ascend to be 

with the Father and reign over Church through his word and Spirit, and he is 

sending out his followers as ambassadors of the kingdom of God. They will 

begin first in Jerusalem, then extend their witness to allJudea and Samaria, 

and finally, they will take the gospel to the end of the known world. These 

geographical locations serve to provide a simple structure the book. 

The Gospel's power inJerusalem (Acts 1-7) 

The Gospel's power inJudea and Samaria (Acts 8-12) 





MbJN THEMES IN THE BOOK OF �(ffS 

The book of Acts has a number of central threads that weave the narrative 

together. These central themes are important to keep in mind while reading, 

because they keep us tied to the main points of the book and prevent us from 

becoming too subjective with our interpretation and application. This list 

of themes is not exhaustive, but they will help ground us as we read through 

Acts. 

I. THE PROVIDEN<2E OF 6OD

God's providence speaks to his guiding hand over all events in the world, 

especially in regard to his people. God provides in many ways, but God's 

hand can be seen throughout the book of Acts. God proidentially delivered 

Peter from prison. Though Paul was arrested and imprisoned many times, he 

knew that his imprisonment would not go to waste. God providentially used 

his suffe ring for the benefit of the gospel advancing in the world. 

II. THE PRESEN<2E OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The book of Acts records a new moment in redemptive history. The Holy 

Spirit now, through faith inJesus, indwells all believers. The Spirit is men­

tioned more in Acts than any other book-over 50 times. The Holy Spirit is 

present with believers wherever they go, no matter what opposition they face 

as they spread the gospel of Jesus to the ends of the earth. The Holy Spirit is 

at work in the church and who makes the gospel effective and powerful. 

III. THE MISSION OF THE <2HUR<2H

The Church was born for God's mission. God has always intended that his 

people be a blessing and light to the nations. The church is called to proclaim 

the excellencies of him who called us from darkness into his marvelous light 

(I Pet. 2:9). This mission involves carrying out the Great Commission, mak­

ing disciples of all nations, baptizing into the name of the Triune God and 

teaching them to obey all thatJesus commanded (Matt 28:18-20). The book 

of Acts shows the initial stages of this mission, as the nations are reached 

with the gospel fromJerusalem to Rome. This mission continues today as the 

church takes the gospel to people who have yet to hear the good news of the 

gospel. 

IV. THE IN<2LUSION OF THE 6ENTILES

Up until the book of Acts, most of the story of God's people deals with the 

people of Israel. The Old Testament, however, anticipates a day when the 
















