Scotts Hill Baptist Church
WHY YOU ARE IMPORTANT ¢« ROMANS 12:4-6 + 8/30/2026

MAIN POINT

Every believer is important to the life and mission of the church because God has
uniquely placed each of us in His body, gifted us to serve, and made us dependent on one
another for the work of ministry.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

When have you been part of a team where you knew your contribution
genuinely mattered? What made you feel that way?

What are some reasons people might choose to be spectators rather than
actively involved in their church?

When you think about your role in the church, do you tend to feel needed,
unnecessary, or somewhere in between? Why?

God did not design the church to be filled with spectators. He designed it as a body in
which every member belongs, contributes, and serves. Paul reminds us that although the
church is made up of many different members, we are one body in Christ and individually
members of one another.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular
topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 12:4-6.
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What does Paul say about the relationship between the many members of
the body?

Why is it significant that the members "do not have the same function"?

Paul gives five reasons our participation in the church matters: the immensity, unity,
diversity, interdependency, and responsibility of the church. Because the church is large,
it cannot be effectively cared for by pastors and staff alone. God has designed His people
to minister to one another.

How does the size of a church make the involvement of every member more
important?

What are some needs around you that you could meet without waiting for a
pastor or staff member to do it?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-27.

What does the picture of the human body teach us about the church?

Why is it dangerous to think that some members or ministries are more
important than others?

The church is one body with many members. Unity does not mean everyone looks alike,
thinks alike, or serves in the same way. God intentionally gives His people different gifts
and experiences so that we can complement one another rather than compete with one
another.

What gifts or experiences has God given you that could benefit someone
else?

How have you seen someone else's unique gifts or experiences benefit you?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ EPHESIANS 2:10 AND JOHN 15:16.

What do these verses say about why we were created and called?

What does it look like to move from being a consumer of the church to a
servant within the church?

Paul's words in Romans 12 are not simply an invitation to serve if we happen to feel like it.
Believers are created for service and called to service. God has prepared good works for
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His people, and Jesus has appointed His followers to bear fruit.

How can a consumer mentality affect the way we approach church?

Ask yourself: What would this church be like if all the members were just like
me? What does that question reveal about your own participation in the
body of Christ?

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their
lives.

Which of the five reasons—immensity, unity, diversity, interdependency, or
responsibility—most challenges you? Why?

Where are you currently serving in the life of your church? If you aren't
serving, what is keeping you from doing so?

What gifts, abilities, or life experiences has God given you that could be used
to minister to others?

Are you more likely to approach church as a consumer or a servant? What
makes you say that?

Who is someone in your church you could intentionally encourage, care for,
or serve this week?

What is one specific commitment you can make to use your gifts and
experiences to minister to others?

PRAYER

Close in prayer, thanking God that He has intentionally placed each believer within the
body of Christ and given each person gifts and experiences that can be used for His glory.
Ask Him to deliver us from a consumer mentality and give us hearts that eagerly serve.
Pray that our church would be marked by unity, diversity, mutual dependence, and
sacrificial service. Ask God to show each person how they can faithfully use what He has
entrusted to them to love and minister to others. Finally, pray that our church would
increasingly reflect Christ as every member participates in the work God has called us to.

COMMENTARY
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ROMANS 12:4-6 — MANY MEMBERS, ONE BODY

Paul uses the picture of the human body to explain the church. There are many members,
but they form one body, and those members have different functions. God has
intentionally designed the church with both unity and diversity.

THE IMMENSITY OF THE CHURCH

As a church grows, the needs within the body grow as well. Pastors and staff cannot
personally minister to every person or meet every need. God has therefore designed the
church so that ministry happens member-to-member. Every believer's service becomes
increasingly important as the church grows.

THE UNITY AND DIVERSITY OF THE CHURCH

The church is united in Christ while remaining wonderfully diverse. Believers do not have
identical gifts, personalities, convictions, or experiences. This diversity is not a weakness
but a strength when believers use what God has given them to complement and serve
one another.

THE INTERDEPENDENCY OF THE CHURCH

Paul teaches that believers are "members one of another." There is no biblical picture of a
lone-ranger Christian. The New Testament repeatedly calls believers to love, serve,
encourage, forgive, comfort, pray for, and care for one another. Even seemingly
insignificant or behind-the-scenes ministries are indispensable to the health of the body.

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHURCH

Every Christian has a responsibility to serve. We are created for service—God prepared
good works for us to walk in—and called to service by Jesus Himself. Service is therefore
not reserved for pastors, staff, or particularly gifted Christians. Every believer has a role in
the family of God.

FROM CONSUMERS TO SERVANTS

A consumer mentality treats the church as something that exists primarily to provide a
product for us and our families. Scripture gives us a different picture. The church is a
body in which every member participates. The question is not simply, "What am | getting
from my church?" but, "How is God using me to serve His people?"
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The challenge of the study is simple: What would this church be like if all the members
were just like me? A giving church requires people who give. A loving church requires

people who love. A praying church requires people who pray. A serving church requires
people who serve.
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